State of Rhode Island

Coastal Resources Management Council (401) 783-3370
Oliver H. Stedman Government Center Fax (401) 783-2069
4808 Tower Hill Road, Suite 3

Wakefield, RI1 02879-1900

PUBLIC NOTICE

File Number:  2004-05-024 Modification Date:  April 15, 2024

This office has under consideration the application of:

John & Cindy West
Cedar Island Oyster Co
5 Plantation Drive
Saunderstown, RI 02874

for a modification of a State of Rhode Island Aquaculture Assent to: add five trawls of one-hundred
submerged bottom cages (9” high by 22.5 wide by 36 long) within a three-acre area portion of the
fifteen and a half-acre existing lease. Each trawl line will be marked at the end with one five-inch black
buoy and no additional surface gear is proposed. Further details and plans of the proposed work are
attached to this notice.

Project Location: | Point Judith Pond

City/Town: Narragansett

Waterway: Point Judith Pond

Plans of the proposed work can be found attached to this notice or can be requested at
Cstaffl @crmc.ri.gov.

In accordance with the Administrative Procedures Act (Chapter 42-35 of the Rhode Island
General Laws) you may request a hearing on this matter.

You are advised that if you have good reason to enter protests against the proposed work it is
your privilege to do so. It is expected that objectors will review the application and plans thoroughly,
visit site of proposed work if necessary, to familiarize themselves with the conditions and cite what
law or laws, if any, would in their opinion be violated by the work proposed.

If you desire to protest, you must attend the scheduled hearing and give sworn testimony. A
notice of the time and place of such hearing will be furnished you as soon as possible after receipt of
your request for hearing. If you desire to request a hearing, to receive consideration, it should be in
writing (with your correct mailing address, e-mail address and valid contact number) and be
received at this office on or before _ May 15, 2024

Please email your comments/hearing requests to: cstaffl@crmc.ri.gov; or mail via USPS to:
Coastal Resources Management Council; O. S. Government Center, 4808 Tower Hill Road, Rm 116;
Wakefield, RI 02879.










Commercial lease site to grow out Eastern Oysters (C. Virginica) via bottom culture.

Shellfish are harvested by dredge and bull rake.

5. Location of facility:

a. Point Judith Pond, Area 10 PJ
b. 4124123 N /71'30.399 W
C. All other coordinates on file under lease agreement.
Our oyster packing facility is located at:
Ocean State Shellfish Coop
20 Walt's Way
Narr., RI 02882

6. Species of Shellfish:

Growing primarily Eastern American Oyster (Crassostria Virginica)

7. Types of Structures, Gear, and Methods:
We use only bottom culture. “Free plant” oysters directly on the bottom.
Modification: Oysters to be grown in low profile oyster cages containing Intermas

oyster grow out bags attached to trawl lines.

8. Plan for how the site will be built out, accessed, and maintained:
The trawl lines will be set on auger anchors. We will access them from our boat, and
using them daily, we will be able to assess any maintenance issues that may arise.

9. Methods and Equipment used to identify and mark site:

We employ yellow PVC Spar buoys to indicate the corners of the farm. On each corner
marker is our CRMC assent number (in 3” lettering), as well as a message of: “No Anchoring or
Shellfishing”.

10.  DEM Shellfish Harvesting Classification






not applicable

13. Projected per unit area yield / applicants capability

There will be five (5) strings of lines, each with an overall length of 500°. Each line will
be sectioned off into five (5) 100’ “traw!” line length sections. Each trawl line will have 20 oyster
cages attached. The trawl lines will be secured every 100’ with one (1) 5’ galvanized anchor
screwed into the muddy bottom to prevent movement of any gear. A small, black, 5” buoy (see
exhibit C) will be attached only at the south side of the line. Therefore, 1 buoy will mark each
500’ overall length , running from South to North with an auger anchor every 100’ (see exhibit

D).

The five (5) 500’ long traw! lines, which will be set in a west to east direction (see exhibit E), will
yield a total of 500 cages / 1000 oyster bags / 225,000 oysters. The only visible difference other
than the current array of corner and boundary line markers, will be five (5) 5” black buoys on the

southern side of the lease.

14. Plan for safety and security of equipment / storm preparedness and response plan:

The gear will be attached to the bottom with 5’ auger anchors. Historically, on our
existing lease area, we have had no issues with becoming dislodged, including during adverse
weather. The trawl line will be attached such that there will be minimal movement or slack in the

line. This has proven affective in the instance of storm conditions.

15. Maintaining records:
We keep detailed records of all oyster purchases and husbandry practices of each year
class on waterproof paper. All of our oyster cages are marked with a numbered tag. We intend

to use this same technique on our low profile cages as well.

16. Maintaining records / upwellers in prohibited waters:
Prior to receiving seed, we confirm that a seed disease certification was sent to CRMC.
We use waterproof paper to record each batch of seed as it is introduced into an
upweller, including its size, from where it originated, and the count.
Each time that we thin (temperature dependent, as per growth rate) we continue to record this
same information, thus, keeping a necessary record of what product we have, and where it is






planted oysters as remaining viable. The types of seaweed we are referring to is Gracilaria sp.
and the red algae, which we have not yet identified (see exhibit F).

4. Over the years several different persons have been caught poaching our oysters
directly from the bottom planting lease. Securing our oysters in cages and bags will make this
more difficult and less tempting.

5. Increased survival will allow us to keep our existing employees as well as
potentially hiring a few new ones. Our farm is involved with the Education Exchange in
Peacedale, RI, where we participate in a 4 week course in aquaculture. This program offers
opportunities for many RI oyster farmers to secure employment. We have plans to be involved
with Chariho High School marine program this April 2024.

6. The bottom area that we are requesting contains no eelgrass or other valuable
habitat. The bottom is soft mud which seemingly becomes softer with the increased algal
growth and subsequent die off of algae due to low oxygen. This dead algae sinks to the bottom

and creates unfavorable shellfish conditions.

Category

Requirements

1. Demonstrate the need for the proposed activity or alteration.

- The need for the proposed modification to the oyster farm is described in the previous
pages.

2. Demonstrate that all applicable local zoning ordinances, building codes, flood hazard
standards, and safety codes, fire codes, and environmental requirements have or will be met:
local approvals are required for activities as specifically prescribed for non tidal portions of a
project in Sections 1.3.1 (B,C,F,H,I,K,M,0, and Q) of this part; for projects on state land, the
state building official.

- This is not applicable to our application.

3. Describe the boundaries of the coastal wavers and land area that is anticipated to be
affected.

- Latitude / Longitude coordinates and size of farm : 15.5 acres.

CRMC # 2004-05-024

(see exhibit G and H)






8. Demonstrate that there will be no significant deterioration in the quality of the water in
the immediate vicinity as defined by DEM.

- It has been documented that 1 individual oyster can filter up to 50 gallons of water a day.
Oysters are believed to increase water quality.

9. Demonstrate that the alteration or activity will not result in significant impacts to areas of
historic and archaeological significance.

- There is no archaeological significance to this area.

10. Demonstrate that the alteration or activity will not result in significant conflicts with water
dependent users and activities such as recreational boating, fishing, swimming, navigation, and
commerce.

- The oyster bags will be raised just off of the bottom, and will not change any navigation,
swimming, boating or fishing activities. We have had very good relations with Camp Fuller
Sailing program as well as with URI sailing team over the years. That is not expected to
change.

1. Demonstrate that measures have been taken to minimize any adverse scenic impact.

- We made the decision to minimize the visual impact by employing one (1) single 5” black
buoy per 500’ length of trawl line.

Additional requirement:

1. Describe location and size.

- Location has been identified in previous pages.

2. Identify the species to be managed or cultivated within the permitted area and over
which the applicant shall have exclusive right.

- Eastern Oyster (Crassostria Virginica)

3. Describe the method or manner of management, or cultivation to be utilized, including
whether the activities proposed are experimental, commercial, or personal use.

- The commercial oyster farm has been commercially harvesting oysters since 1994.
However, the proposed modification is an experiment to try safeguard our existing crop.4.
Provide such other information as may be necessary for the council to determine.

A. The compatibility of the proposal with other existing and potential uses of the area and
areas, including navigation, recreation, and fishing.

- Previously answered.















































