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Special Issue:

Rhode Island’s Coastal Nonpoint Pollution Control Program

Ower the last tventy vears, gral
progress has been made in cor ol
ling water pollution that results from
point sources (g, sewage reatiment
plants; industrial discharges). Asa
result, many of the nation’s bays and
estuaries are significantly cleaner than
they were when the Ulean Water Act
(CWAY was ﬂdn“il_d i 1972, Accord-
ingly, many of tod: 1y wanter quality
problems, as evidenced by beach

closures, prohibitions on shellfish
harvesting, and the loss of bicslogical
I.'lm..hmti'-'ii_‘,-' i coastal hahitats, are
the result of nonpoint sources of
pallution which are not conbreled by
any WA requirements,

In general, nonpoint pollution js
mmt_‘d by rainfall gr snowmell meow-
ing over and through the ground. As
the runoff moves, it picks upand
carries away natural pollutants and
pollutants resulting from human
activity. Fventually, these pollutants
are deposited in rivers, wetlands,
coastal waters, and ground waters,
Monpoint pollutants include: nutrients
(nitrogen and phosphorus); hvdro-
carbons (o1 and greasel; pathogens;
pesticides; toxics; and sediment.
These pollutants can cause significant
ervironmental problems, particularly
in poorly flushed estuaries (eg,
Rhode slands Salt Ponds and \. AITOW
River) These problems inchade:
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inereased nutrient loadings and
cutrophication; increéased turbidity of
receiving walers; decreased oxvgen
concentrations in receivi D waters;
inereased loadings of toxics, pesti-
cides, and hydrocarbons; and changes
in habital and species diversity, The
leadinge contributors of nonpoint
}‘-l?“[]l?l1‘lt‘- are: urban runoff (includ-
ing certain construction and develop.
ment activitiesh; individual sewage
disposal systems (IS05s); roads,
bridges, and highways; agriculture;
silviculure {forestry); hydromodif-
cations, dams, and shoreline erosion;
and marinas and recreational boating,
In order to address the growing
nenpoint potlubion pmiﬂvn‘m :‘llfw_ t-
ing the nation’s coastal waters, Con-
gress passed, as part of the Coastal
Zone Act Resuthorization Amend-
rrvents (CZARA)Y of 199%) Section 6217
enlitled "Protecting Coastal Waters”
Section 6217 requires each coastal
state with a federally approved
coastal management program to
develop a Coastal Nonpoint Pollution
Control Program (CNPCP) to be
approved jointly by the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA) and the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administmation (NOAA)Y Onee
approved, Rhode sland's CNPCT
will be implemented through changes
terexcasting programs administered by
the Coastal Resources Management
Council (CRMO), Rhode Island
Department of Environmental
Management (RIDEM), Rhode Island
Department of Administration,
Dhivision of Planning (RIDOP), and
local governments. Failure to d evielop
an approved CNPCT by July 1993
will result m fscal Exnailu_ < on both

the RIDEM Section 319 Monpoint
source Management Program and

the CEMCs RICEMP

Developing Rhode Islands CNPCP
The central purpose of Section 6217
is to enhance state and local efforts
ter manage fand use activities thal
degrade coastal waters and coastal
habitats. Section 6217 will, for the first
time, bring together the authoerities
and Expt.'l'tlta* of stake water quality
(RIDEM) and state coastal zone man-
agement (CRMC) agencies to jointly
address the problem of coastal non-
point poliution. In addibon, the devel-
opment of Rhode Islands CNPCP
will require coordinating 2 wide
range of regulatory and nonrerula-
tory nn:l‘q.‘tuint sOUrCe Management
programs as well as technical assist-
ance and monitoringg programs,
Clearly, broad participation in the
development and implementation
of the CNPCP will be necessary.
Essentially, Section 6217 is a two
tiered program. The first tier requires
implementation of technology-based
management measures which
adddress specific nonpoeint sources
of pollution, These measures (the (i)
measures] are contained in the Giid-
ance Specifing Masement Measuns B
Sennrces OFf Nonpoint Polliatian fin Costa]
Witters (the () suidance) issued by
ETA earlier this vear and must be
applied throughout the 6217 manage-
ment area. As designated by NOAA,
Rhode Island’s 6217 management area
includes the entire stale. The second
tier of Section 6217 1sa more stringent
waler quality based approach to
address known nonpomt source
water quality problems, It requires
developing additional management
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meastres o protect and improve
threatened and impaired coastal
waters and critical areas.

Orne of the unique components of
this program is that the {(g) measures
and the additional management mea-
sures must be implemented through
enforceable policies and mechanisms,
Enfarceable policies inchade consti-
tutional provisions, laws, regulations,
land use plans, ondinances, and
judicial or administrative decisions
that enable a state to exert control
vver both private and public Jand
and water uses and natural resouroes,
The requirement thal the TNPCT
comtains enforceable policies and
miechanisms differs from prior non-
point pellution control programs
which often relied on demonstration
projects and the voluntary implemen-
tation of best management practices
to control nonpoint pollution, While
these voluntary programs have often
been viery effective, Congress deter-
mined that an enforceable program to
control nonpoint pollution to coastal
WALETs Wik TIeressary

Implement the (g) Measures

The first tier of the program
reguires each state o implement
management measures contained in
thir tg) guidance. These management
meastires reflect the greatest degree
of pollutant reduction achievable
through the application of best avail-

able technology; siting criteria, operat-
g methods, and alternative land use
activities. The management meastires
aredescribed in terms of syskems
rather than individual practices.
These systems typically include a

A Note From the
Executive Director

Orver the past twenty years,
Rhode slinders have had much to
be proud of with regard toour suc-
cesses I reducing pollution, from
both point and nonpeint sources, in
the States coastal waters. Since the
passage of the Clean Water Actin
1972, the volume of pellutants reach-
ing Rhode Island’s coastal waters
from point sounces has been dra-
matically reduced. In addition, as a
result of the combined efforts of
federal, state, and local agencies as
well as environmental groups, sig-
nificant progress has been made in
controlling nonpoint pollution m the
watersof the State. Yet, despite our
achievemenls, the coastal waters of
Rhode lsland remam threatened
by nonpoint source pollution. Most
notably; we have witnessed the
continued decline of water quality
in several coastal embayments in
recent vears which threatens the
futare use and enjoyment of these
valuable coastal resouroes. For
exarnple, several important shell-
fishing gronnds are now closed o
harvesting on either a seasonal or
armual basis.

Fecognizing nonpainl source
pollution is a growing national
problem, Congress adopted the
Section 6217 Coastal Nonpoint Pollu-
tion Control Program (CNPCP)
when it reauthorised the Coastal
Zone Management Act (CZMA} in
19901 Section (217 mandates that
all states with federally approved
coastal rone management programs
{Rhade Tsland Coastal Resources
Management Program) undertake
major steps to control nonpoint
souree pollution and that existing
programs and authorities which
adidress the problem be more fully
and etfectively integrated. Earlier
this vear, when EPA and NOAA
jointly issued guidelines for Section

combination of practices that reduce
the generation of paliutants (a pollu-
tiom prevention approach)as well as
keep the pollutants from reaching
surface or ground waters through

shructuml and nonstructural methods,

G217 program development, imple-
mentation and approval, the 6217
clock Began ticking, Accordinghy, a
CMNPCD for the entite State of Rhode
Island must be developed by the
Coastal Resources Management
Council {ICEMUC) and the Rhode
Island Department of Environ-
mental Management (RIDEM) by
Julby of 1995 Should Rhode lsland
fail te develop a federally approved
CNPCT the CRMC and RIDEM
will jose federal funding, More
importantly, it 1s likely that, withoul
developing a sound management
program which combines and
builds upon existing efforts and
expertise, our coastal water quality
will continue to decline as a result
of nonpoint source pollution.
While a formidable task, we at
CRMC, in partnership with RIDEM
and the Rhode Island Department
ol Administration, Division of Plan-
ning (RIDO, are anxious to meet
this challenge. The development of
RBhode Islands CNPCP isa unique
oppartunity to improve coordina-
tion and amwork between federal
and state agencies. [t also provides
an important opportunity for the
state’s environmental agencies to
build a partnership with local pow-
erments, interest groups, and the
general public, for he purposes
of controlling nonpoint source pollu-
tiont, It is our sincere hope that
Rhode bsland's CNPCT will not only
improve coastal water quality, but
also result ina better, more efficient
regulatory process which protects
and manages the emvironment for
the benefit of all Rhode Islanders.

Sincerely,

Grover | Fugate
Executive Director, Coastal
Resources Management Council

Coastal Features

=2




This approach is analogous to the use
of treatment “trains" or seérvies of troat-
ment steps used in mest point sournce
waste freatment systemes,

The (g} measures apply to the fol-

lewing land use activities: agriculture,

furestry, urban (new development,
sephic systems, roads, bridges, high-
wavs, et marinas, and hvdromodi-
fications. There are also management
measures to protect wetlands and
riparian areas, and to promote the use
of vegetative treatment systems. (See
the article on page four which sum-
marizes the management measiires.,)
States must implement afl the
management measures contained
it thie {2) guidance unless itcan be
dl_mnnalraLed thiit the nompaint
source category is either: 1) not pres-
ent nor reasenably anticipated: or 2)
the nonpoint source category or sub-
category dees not present significant
adverse effects o living resources or
hummian health, However, states are
allowed to implement an alternative
management measure provided that
it can be demonstrated that the alter-
native management measure is at
least as effective as the (2] measure,
In addition to the management
mieasures, the (gh sridance includes;
the applicability criteria for the man-
Agement measure; a descriphion of
activities and locations for which each
measure is suitable; an identification
of the pollutants that may be con-
trolled by the measures; the factors
that sheuld be taken into account
when applyving the management
measure; and, monitoring technigques
that can be used to assess the effec-
tiveness of the management mea-
sure's implementation,

Additional Management Measures
The second Her of Section (217 5
the development and implementation
of additional management measures

in order to ensure that water quality
standards are achieved and main-
tained. Additional management mea-
sures are both preventative (protect
threatened waters) as well as correc-
tive (already impacted waters), Addi-
Hemal management measures must
also be developed to protect critical
areas, A number of alternatives are
available for selecting the additional
management measures. For ecxampli,

states can select management
measures ot specified in the (2)
suidance, apply {g) measures more
intensively, orapply (2] measures
mare stringently.

In order to identify arcas where
additional management measures
miust be developed and implemented,
states nuest: | identify coastal waters
not attaining or maintaining applica-
ble water quality standards or pro-
lecting designated vses, threatened
coastal waters, and land uses causing
or threatening water quality impair-
ments; 21 develop a process for
determining whether additional man-
Hgﬁll'l&"[lt MEASLITES ATE 'I'IL"!L"C&_‘-'-&TT_\-' 8]
attain armaintain water quality stan-
dards in the waters identified above;
3} describe the additional manage-
ment measures 0 be applied Lo the
identified land uses and in critical
coastal areas; and, 4) develop a pro-
gram o ensure implementation of the
additional management measures,

The additional manageiment mea-
sures and critical coastal areas musi
be wdentified in the CNPCT when it
issubmitbed to EPA and NOAA in
July of 19495 However, states have
until January of 2004 to fully imple-
ment these additional management
measures. While it is still unelear
which land wses require additional
management meastres, it dppears
that onsite sewage disposal systems
(OS055) and stormwater runoff are
the main nonpoint sources of coastal
water quality degradation in Rhode
Island, In addition, it appears that
all of the CRMCS jurisdiction (e,
200 feet inland of a coastal feature),
Including the areas encompassed by
the Salt Ponds Special Area Manage-
ment Plan and the Marrow River
Special Area Management Plan, will
bedefined as eritical coastal areas in
[thode Island's CNTCT!

Coordination and Integration
Cneof the central challenpes to
developing Rhode Islands CNPCP is
to coordinate the wide range of exist-
ing norpoint source managemernt
efforts. It is important to note that
Ehode Island will not be developing a
"new” nonpoint source management
program. Kather, the CRMC and the
RIDEM will network existing state
and local programs and authorities in

e e s ————————

order to implement the management
measures contained in the CNPCP
Some of the mechanisms that will be
used to coordinate these nonpoint
sources efforts include: memoranda
of agreement/ understanding; jont
permitting processes; cross training
of staff; and interagency task

foroes S committees.

Section 6217 also requires the
CRMOC and RIDEM Lo provide tech-
rical and Gtherassistance 1o local
governiments and the public for
implementing the additional manage-
ment measures. This will reqguire
coordinating the technical assistance
programs of other federal and state
programs in order y make them
more accessible to local municipali-
ties, organizations, and individuals,
Examples of technical assistance that
may be provided include staft train-
ing, technical guidance materials, and
public outtreach materials. Accord-

ingly a wide range of programs at
the federal, state, and local level will
ultinately beinvolved with the
development and implementation
of the CNIPCP

At the federal level, the development
of the CNPCT must be coordimated
with the existing programs of the
Linited States Department of Agri-
culture’s (LISDAS) various agencies.
Ameng these agencies are the Soil
Conservation Service (SCS), Agricul-
tural Stabilization and Conservation
Service {ASCS), the Conservalion
istricts, the Resource Conservation
and Development Coundil, and the
University of Rhode Islands Coopera-
tive [Extension Service. These agencies
administer numerous voluntary non-
point pellubon contral programs and
provide valuable techinical assistance to
state agencies and local governments,

At the state level, three agencles
will be directly involved with imple
menting the CNPCT; the CRMC,
the RIDEM, and the RIDOR Other
state agencies such as the Rhode

fromfinmicsd o poge &)
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Summary of the Section 6217 (g) Management Measures

I Agriculture
Primary sources of
agriculural nonpoint
source pollution are
nutrients, sediment,
anirmal wastes,
silts, and pesticides.
The following seven
management mea-
sures ate provided
b rechuce the volume
of agricultural
pellutants entering
coastal waters,

o Drewiont ard sedive O
Marias e e fawtise fov T

corttrdl — This meastire
applies broadly o activities that cause
erosion on agricedbural land by
requiring the implementation of prac-
tices which reduce the mass load of
sediment reaching a waterbody,
impronee water qnnl:hf, aned improve
the use of waler resoumes.,
o pitied aemminal JI'ﬂr'.in'r'l‘r'ys Twio sets of
management measures for confined
animusl facilities (large and small
[acilities) are provided to reduce the
vilume of manure and waste water
reaching a waterbody, Measures
apply to new and exisbing facilities.
= Mutrigiis - This measure applics o
activities associated with the applica-
liom of nutrients W agricultural lands,
The measure reguires the develop-
ment, implementation and periodic
update of nutrient management plans,
o [stiidis — This measure applies ko
activities associated with the appli-
cation of pesticides on agriculhural
lands inorder to reduce comtamina-
tiom of surfaceand ground water from
pesticides through improvements in
the Hming and efficiency of .'1p].1!i|:'a—
tioon, the use of backflow devices, and
Jniugmhﬂd pest management.
= Crazing — The grazing management
meastre s destgmed o protect sensi-
tive areas such as streambanks, wel-
lands, ¢stuaries and riparian sones
theough such practices as grazing
management, adequate water facili-
Lies, livestock access control, and
vegetative stabilization.
= [rvfgation — This measure is designed
tor rechuce nonpoint source pollution
catsed by irvigation through the
|111plm11{1nhttmn of practices which

improve the timing and efficiency of
irrigation on a:;rm ultural lands, The
measure recognizes that implementa-
tion may be restricted by site condi-
tions and state water laws,

I1. Forestry

Forestry (or silviculburall activities
may impact water quali’w v acceler-
L]tl['k_t_\ I;"]'{]"r'III]I‘I d[ld b‘l.- lIlL['i:"c'lb-l]'IB T'I.lﬂ!']-
ent and chemical runoff, the amount
of organic matter in adjacent waters,
water temperatores, and streamflows.
Ten managemenl meastares provided
under this source category include
requirements for preharvesting plans,
roxadd management artdd re*w:,_}r!tahnn
of disturbed areas. The management
measures apply generally on lands
where forestry operations are planned
orconducted. Forestry is not consid-
ered to be a significant contributor to
nompoint source pollution to Rhode
lsland’s coastal waters,

111, Urban Runoff
Urban runoff is one of the major

nonpoint sources of pollution to
Rhwde Island's coastal walers, Major
pollutants associated with urban non-
point seurce pollution are sediment,
nutrents, road salts, heavy metals:
petrolevm hvdrocarbons, pamogemc
bacteria, and viruses. These peodhu-
tants generally enter coaslal waters
through stormwater runaff and onsite
sewage disposal systems, The Section
6217 () guidance containg a wide
variety of management measures lo
address this category of nonpoint
source pollutants. These include:

o Moo developnent — For new develop-
ment and redoevelopment, as well as

ik Mgt SIS SR gy

doyet

niew and relocated
roads, highways
and bridges, runoff
musk be managed
siras to reduce the
average annual
total suspended
solids (TSS) loading,
b 805 The man-
agetnent measure
also requires that;
to the maximum
extent practicable;
the post develop-
ment peak runoff
Tate ﬂl‘ld V! Fﬂﬁt"
volume are maintained at a level
simnilar to the predevelopment level.

s Site deceloprient — This management
measure regquires development activ-
ities to be sited in a manner which
avoids areas susceptible toerosion,
lirnits increases in impervious surfaces,
and minimizes land disturbancis.
The measure applies to all site devel-
apment activities including those
associated with roads, highways

and bridges:

& Frosion aind sodiment contnd = This
management measuge requires the
preparation and implementation of
erosion and sediment control plans
for construction sites, The measure
applies o mest construction activities
o sites less than five acres. Tt does not
apply te construction of single family
homes where the disturbance is more
than 1/2 acre or toconstruction proj-
eots that do not disturb over 5000 s,
ft. of land.

® Chennenl control — This management
meastre is designed o limit the
application, generation and migration
of loxic substances (pesticides, fertiliz-
ers, petro-chemicals and wastes), and
to ensure proper storage and disposal
of towic substances through the imple-
mentation of recommended practices,
The measure applies o those con-
struction activifies included under the
erosion and sediment control man-
azement measure.

» Wattersiud profockion — This manage-
ment meastire requires the develop-
ment of a comprehensive walcrshed
protection program which avoids
development on areas particularly
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susceptible to erosion, preserves
senisitive areas, and minimizes the
impacls of development on water-
bodies and drainage syatems.
* Fxpstine Dvoelinment — Watershed
management programs are requited
t be developed and implemented for
previously developed areas. Opportu-
nities for nenpoing source pollutant
reduction must be identified, a sched-
ule for implementing appropriate
controls developed, and disturbances
of natural conveyance systems mini-
mizec. The measure also calls for the
preserviation, enhancement and
establishment of buffers,
» New and Extsting On-sife Sewagy
Disposal Systerns (05055 - Separate
management measures are provided
for new and existing OS0Ss, Now:
systerns are to be sited, designed,
mstalled, operated, and maintained
s as o minimize their impacts to
ground and surface waters. Policies
for operation, inspection and mainte-
nance of existing OS0s must also be
developed and implemented. bn cases
where coastal waters or ground
walers are significantly affected by
nitrogen loadines From ex isting
UbDﬁt- the installation of an OS05
which reduces nitrogen ading by
A% is required,
* Pllutions prevention — Rhode tsland
must implement pollution prevention
-and educational programs to better
mtorm the general public on routine
activities which cause nonpomt
source pollition and ways in which
sources can be reduced. Activities
and senirces to be addressed mclude:
hazardous household chemicals,
lawn and garden activities, turf man-
agement, the discharge of pollutants
inte storm drains, and commercial
activities not currently regulated
under the NPDES program.
* Planning, sittig i devdoping roads
it glroays — Sensitive areas must

be protected and land disturbances
mimimized in the planning, siting and
development of new; relocated and
reconstructed roads and higlways,
* Bridaes — New, relocated and rehabil-
ilated bridges must be sited, desianed
and maintained ina manner which
protects sensibive aquatic ccosvstems,
& Novid consFrichion priicts — Erosion
and sediment control plans must be
developed and implemented for new,
replaced, restored, and rehabilitated
road, highway and bridge construc-
Hom projects.
o Rod cometrictions sife chenioel ronbrol —
Tomde substances must be properly
stored and dispased of at construe-
fiom sites inviolving new, resurfaced,
restored, or rehabilitated road, high-
way and bridee projects. The measure
also rexpuires that nutrients be applicd
atrates necessary to establish and
maintain vegetation without causing
significant nutrient runoff,
= Owevitions cnd maaivdtesiance — Pollution
prevention procedures must be incor-
porated into the routine operation
and maintenance of new and existing
roads, highways and bridges.
* Rovidd, fighroay and bridge namoff systems
- This measure requires the develop-
ment and implementation of ranoff
management systems which identify
peillutant reduction opportumties and
contrals, and establish implementa-
tion schedules for existing roads,
highways and bridges.
V. Marinas and
Recreational Boating

Monpoint source pollution assoct-
ated with marinas and recreational
boating activities can resultin
increased water toxicity, elevated
pollutant levels in aquam OIEAnIsms,
and comtamination of water quality
asa result of pathogens. Recreational
lxmtim; activities can also disrupt
sediment and habitat, and cauge
shoaling and erosion, There are fifteen
management measuees [or marinas
and recreational boating activities
contained in the Section 6217 (g)
guidance: These management mea-
sures are grouped under two broad
categories; siting and design; and
operation and maintenanee,
* Siting anud ddesign — Section 6217
requires hat seven managemant

“

measures be applied when reviewing
the siting and design of new and
sighificantly expanding marinas;
These THANAZeMEenl Measures requine
1) marina sites allow for regular
Hushing of surtounding waters;

2) water quality assessments be
pertormed as part ot marina siting
and design;

3) tnarinas be sited and designed
ina manner which protects
important habitats;

4} shoreline stabihzation where
erosion isa problemy;
Shimplementation of runeff control
strategies, mcluding a plan for storm
water management which reduces
TS5 from hull maintenance areas

Ly B4

6) fueling stations be designed to
allow for ease inspill clean up; and,
7) the instaliation of pumpout,
dumprstation and restroom facilities
whien needed.

* Marnma arid boal operation and e
tiee — The Seclion 6217 (g) goidance
alserincliades sisht management
measures which focus on rontine
activities and locatons in marinas
which can be sources of nonpoint
souree pollution, In general, these
MEAsuUres= TE.’{I[!H'I'C:

1) proper disposal of solid wastes;

2) fish waste managetnent;

3 management of potentially harm-
ful liquid materials such as solvents
and paints;

4) a reduction in the amount of fuel
and vil entering marina and surface
waters through the use of automatic
shut-off novzles and by promoting
the use of fuel /air separators and
oil-absorbing materials in the bilge
area on boats with inboard motors:
5) the implementation of boat clean-
ing practices which minimize the
redease of harmiul cleaners, solvents,
and paints;

6} public education programs

for the boating public and marnna
operators o prevent improper
disposal of pollutants;

7) proper maintenance and
encouraged use of sewage pumpout
lacilities; and

B a reducton in turbidity and the
destruction of shallow-water habitats

Caenitnned om page 51
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Island Department of Transportation
CRIDET) and the Department of
Eeonemic Development (IED) will
also be affected,

The Coastal Resources Manage-
ment Council (ICEMO) administers
the federally approved Rhocde Island
Coaskal Resources Management
Program (RICEMI'L In order to
implement this program, the CRMO
lssues permits for all activities located
it Hedal walers or within 2001 feet of a
coastal eature. Inaddition, the Coune
cil requires permits for certain activi-
Hes located in the watershed of poorly
fushed estuaries (Salt Fonds Region
and Marmowy River Watershed ) as well
as specified activities repardless of
thoir kcation (e, solid wasle facili-
ties, chemical processing, transfer,
and storage facilities, power gener-
tion facilities, petroloum processing,

transfer, armd storage Tacilitics, and
sewage treatment and disposal facili-
Hes). As part of its review process, the
Couneil addresses nonpoint pollution
in many ways, These include; restrict-
ing uses in certain areas; establishing,
buffer zones, establishing setbacks,
prohibibng alterations to coastal
wetlands, requiring erosion and
sediment cortrels, and requiring (that
stormwater from proposed activities
be properly managed,

The CRMC also works clesely with
local coastal communities 1o address
nenpoint pollution issues in sevieral
ways For example, special area
management (SAM) plans have been
developed for the Salt Ponds and
Narrow River regions. The main
emphasis of these plans is to address
nonpoint pollution issues in the
respective watersheds, The CRMOC
also requires communities to develop
and implement municipal harbor
managerment plans (FIMPs) which
mitist address, among other issues,
nﬂnp:ﬂ'nt pellution from marinas,
mooring fields, and recreational boat-
ing, For example, the harbor manage-
munt plans often recornmend the
installation of marine pumpout
facilities in order to achieve an EPA
designation as & "no-discharge zone?
In addition, HMPs often regulate
recreational boating activities which

degrade habitat and cause shoreline
erosion through the proper siting of
moaring felds and the establishment
of vessel speed limits. The RICRMIE
the SAM plans, and the HMDPs will
all be important components of the
CNPCP when it is compleled.

Thie RIDEM administers a wide
range of regulatory programs which
reguiale nanpreint sources of pollu-
tior: These include, but are not hm-
ited to programs which regulate:
mmpacts and alterations to freshwater
wellands; individual sewage disposal
systems; discharges of pollutants to
the waters of Rhode [sland (Section
401 Water Quality Certificationsh;
pesticides; hazardous wastes; and
stormwaler associated with certain
commercial and industrial land uses
and constriction achvibies over 5
acriss (RIPDES general permits),
These regulatory programs will be
important components of the CNPCP
and provide well established mecha-
nisms for enforcing the management
measures contained in the CNPCD

Ihe RIDEM also has several non-
regulatory programs to manage non-
point source pollution, particularly
the Section 31% program which imple-
mnenils the Riwwde Bt Nagpoint Sovne
Mrgereent Pl and the Narragansett
Bay Project INBP) which implements
the: Murrignsett By Comprelensice
Comsarmation dnd M{mrw;z ettt Pl
These nonregulatory programs will
also form an integral component of
the CNPCT! In particular, the Riude
Ishaned's Nonmaomnt Soerce Managemen!
Pl will be updated and become an
clement of the Stale Guiide Plan, Asan
element of the State Gude Plan, several
af the (g measures will be imple-
mented, This now Nompoit Pallidiot
Skate Guade Pl Elewrent will also con-

tain the CNPCTS goals, objectives,
and policies, as well as the nonen-
fureeable management measures and
recommended additional manage-
ment mwasures,

The Rhede Island Departmient of
Administration, Division of Planning
(RIDO administers the Stale Guide
P, which is a compendium of the
state’s policies and plans: The RIDOP
also administers a local Comprehen-
shve Land Use planning program
where all municipalities are required
to develop local Comprehensive Plans
which are consistent with the Sk
G Plas pelicies, Omee a mumic-
pality’s Comprehensive Man has been
approved by the RIDOE all land use
decisions at the state and local level
must confiorm Lo the policics con-
tainid in the plan. In addition, each
nrunicipality is required fo amend
their zoning ordinances to beconsis-
tent with the local comprehensive
plans. Accordingly, when the CNTCT
is developed, it will become an
element of the Stale Guide Flan 1o
ensure that state and local land use
decisions conform to the CNPCPS
requirements, _

Since effective management of
nonpaint pollution also requires
improwving land use decisions at the
local level, kcal government invalve-
ment during the development and
implementation of the CNPCT wall
be essential. There are many ways
that local governments can manage
nonpaint pollution. These melude the
]:.um]mnmm ancl 1!’11[.‘rlt'l‘|‘li_‘l‘|l"lhﬂl'l ol
comprehensive land use plans; har-
bor management plans; 5AM plans,
comprehensive subdivision regu-
labioms; waste water management
districts: soil eroston and sediment
control erdinances; storm water

CMNPCP Development, Approval, and Implementation

[anuary 94953

» Final (g) Measures and Program Approval

Cinidance ssued

Winter 19931994 » States Participate in Informal and Formal
Threshold Reviews

July 19495 * Slates Submit Final CNFPCE

January 199

« B/ NOAA Complete Review of State Programs

* Statee Implementation of {g) Measures

|anuary 9%
January 20001
fariuary 2004

= Full Implementation of (g) Measures Required
= Completion of Twn Year Monitoring Period
* Full Implementation of Additional

Management Measures
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management ordinances; wetlands
priotection ordinances; and, more
stringent buffer zone and sethack
requirements than those of the CRMC
and RIDEM. Since many of the local
communitics lack the technical exper-
tise to implement these nonpoint
pollution controls, a central conpo-
nent of the CRPCT will be to prowide
the necessary techmical assistance

to locabcommunities such that they
can develop their own nonpoint
seraree controls,

Public Participation

One of the final regquirements of
Sectiom 6217 1s to provide an oppor-
tunity for public participation inall
aspects of developing and imple-
menting the CNPCT Accordingly, the
CRMC and the RIDEM plan to pro-
vide a wide range of public participa-
tion activities. Some of the public
involvernent activities which are
planned incude a nonpoint source
steering committee which will advise
the CEMC and RIDEM on all aspects
of the CNPCTs development; a series

oif sub-committees and interagency the development and implementation
wisrh groups to focus on individual of Rhode [slands CNPCE please send
issues; penodic workshops and pub- your siggestions to Mark Imperial
lic meetings on nonpoint source and Laura Miguel at the CRMC.
issues; and, prior o any formal In order to get more information on
approvals, the draft CNPCT will be the developmment of Rhode Tslands
subject to public review and com- CNPCT and be included on the Sec-
mient and at feast one public hearing tion 6217 mailing list, please complete
when it is completed. the coupan below and return it Lo the
A wide range of public outreach CRMC This will ensure that you
activities are also planned. Examples receive public outreach materials and
include: future-articles in Coastal are notified of public participation
Featiires and other newslettors; fact opportunities (e, public wﬁrkslml;'rs:,,
sheels, a speakers burean on non- conferences, public meetings),
ponit source issues; and a slide show In addition, if vour organization
on Section 6217 and nonpoint source would like a presentation on Section
ssues. Other public involvement H217 e vou simply want to know how
and public vutreach activities will be Lo become more involved in the devel-
developed and utilized as needed vpment of Rhode Islands CNPCE
and requested. Moreover, the CRMC please contact Mark Tmpurml or Laura
and the RIDEM will make a con- Miguel at the CEMOC (401) 277247,

certed effort to covrdinate the public
oulreach materials and services that
are currently available such that

the puiblic can better utilize existing
information sources: [F von have sug-
gestions on how to more effectively
involve and educate the public duringr

| Awailable Information on the Section 6217 CNPCT
The fellowing discuments are available at no charge from the Environmental

Protection Agum'-.

= Culidance 5]'.-\‘.'!;.'1f|.n'].*ﬁ{ Marrgernimit Migsames for Sowerces of Newpoie! Mllutinr in

Costal Wirders

= Coastal Nevpoit Follitionr Control Prowras: Progran Deeelopraent qod

Approal Gridance

Toabtain a copw of these documents please contact Ann Befer, Assessment
atnd Watershed Protection Division, Nonpeint Sowurce Control Branch (WH-353)
LS. EPA, 400 M Skreet, SW Washington, DX 20460 Phone: (202) 26057085

Fanc: (2021 260024

Torobtain public cutreach materals related ke Rhosde Blands CNPCP please
contact either Laura Kelly Miguel or Mark T Imperial at the CRMC {401 277247
‘ Torbe included on the CNPCT mailing list fill out the coupon below,

Marme

[ ] Add my name to the CNPCE Mailimg List

Address

[ Add my name to the Goastal Featries Mailing List

[] Delete my name from the Coastal Fearires Mailing List

[ Address Correction (attach label)
[Return Lo

City

Coastal Resources Management Council
Oliver Stedman Government Center

State Zip Code

Tonwer Hill Road
Walkefield, RI(2879
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Richard H. James, Chairperson

Sandra Thomton-Whitehouse, Vice-Chairperson
David Abedon

Michael Bernstein

George DiMuro

aul T Hicks
Patrick Kirbwy, I

Roger [ Medbury
Kathryn G. Owen
George L. Sisson, Jr.
Charles “Ted” Wright
lames Beattie, RIDEM
Representative Paul E. Moura
Representative Edward ]. Smith
Senator Domenic A. DiSandro, 11
Senator Dennis L. Algiere

Grover |. Fugate, Executive Director
Alan |. Goldman, Esq., Legal Counsel
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Section 6217 Management Measures

foomtimic fromn page

through the exclusion of motor boats i certain areas and
thet establishiment of no wake zones,

W Hydromodifications

Iydromodifications inchude channelization and chan-
nel modification, dams, and streambank and shoreline
erpsion. Hydromoeditications contribute to nompoint
source pollution by disrupting habitats, sedimentation
patterns, erosion rates, and water {lows. The Section 6217
() guidance containg six management measures for
hyvdromiedifications designed to address problems associ-
ated with the alteration of the physical characteristics of
surface watersand the resulting impacts on instream and
riparian habitats: Generally, the measures require impacts
associated with these sources be minimized through oper-
ation and maintenance practices as well as the protection
af water quality and instream and dparian habitats.
V1. Wetlands, Riparan Areas, and Vegetated
Ireatment Systems

The Section 6217 (g} guidance contams three manage-
ment meastres which do not address a specilic source of
nenpeint source potlution, but rather, promeote the protec-
tion and restoration of wetands and riparian areas as well
as the use of vegetated treatment systems to control and
minimize nonpoint source pollution, These management
meastres require states o protect wetlands and riparian
areas which serve a nonpoint source abatement function,
promote the use of vegetative filter strips and buffer zones,
and te restore degraded wetlands and riparian areas,
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