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On October 18, 1997, the 25th anniversary of the Clean Water Act, Vice President Al
Gore directed the U5, Environmental Protection Agency and the U5, Department of
Agriculture to work with other federal agencies and the public to develop a Clean
Water Action Plan that addresses three major goals:

* enhanced protection from public health threats posed by water pollution;
» more effective control of polluted runcff;
s promotion of water quality protection on a watershed basis,

The Vice President called for the Plan to be developed within 120 days and that it
be based on three principles. First, federal agencies are to develop cooperative ap-
proaches that promote coordination and reduce duplication; second, participation of
community groups and the public is to be maximized; and third, agencies should
emphasize and support innovative approaches to pollution control,

On February 19, 1998, the Clean Water Action Plan (CWAP) was announced. The
CWAT is built around four key tools for achieving clean water goals: a watershed
approach; strong federal and state standards; natural reseurce stewardship; and in-
formed citizens and officials,

As parl of the watershed approach outlined in the CWAF, states will prepare a
single, Unified Watershed Assessment that assesses the health of watersheds, identi-
fies watersheds in need of restoration or preventive action, and identifies pristine or
sensitve watersheds on federal lands in need of a special measure of protection. In
support of this watershed approach, funds provided through the President’s FY 1999
Clean Water and Watershed Restoration Budget Initiative to federal agencies will be
made available to states and local organizations for the restoration and protection of
watersheds.

Fhe CWAR proposes strengthening existing water quality programs and standards
through improved monitoring, implementation of Phase II stormwater permitting,
the promotion of enforceable approaches to preventing and minimizing nonpoint
source pollution, the establishment of stan-
dards for nutrients (phosphorous and nitro-
gen) based on region and type of water body,
and the development of a strategy for regu-
lating animal feeding operations,

Under natural resource stewardship, the
CWAP commits all federal natural resource
conservation and environmental agencies to
support the watershed approach and to work
with states: tribes, and others to enhance
critical natural resources essential to clean
water. The CWAD directs the USDAand the
Department of the Interior to take the lead
in developing a Unified Federal Policy to
enhance watershed management and sets a
goal of a net annual gain of 100,000 acres of
wetlands by the vear 2005, With respect to
coastal waters, NOAA will take the lead on
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¢ ; n Memoriam

John “Skinny” Sposato, CRMC En-
vironmental Scientist, passed away on
May 18 after a yearlong fight against
leukemia. Born on December 9, 1951,
John was the hushand of N_adma and
father to Carl and Krysten. He is also
survived by his father, John, Sr, his sis-
ter, a nephew, and several aunts and
uncles.
 John was a lifelong resident of the
Westerly / Ashaway area. He gradu-
ated from Westerly High School in 1968
and the University of Rhode Istand in
1981. John also served in the Army's
ceremonial infantry where he received
several cummendah{mﬁ lncludmg 0
Medal of Commendation.

John began his career with the state
in 1981 working with the DEM Divi-
sion of Parks and Recreation at
Burlingame State Park in Charlestown.
John joined the staff at CRMC in 1987,

Those who were fortunate to work
with John will remember him as an in-
telltgent and thoughtful person who

rarely drew attention to himself. In this
manner, when John had something to
contribute, you knew it was worth lis-
tening to. John, although soft-spoken,
took great pride in his relationships
with people. Rather than pay his bills
by mail, John “made the rounds” each
payday, paying all his bills in person,
with cash. _

John measured his worth in friend-
ships. Around town he was known by
just about eve:}rbod;-,r, and ewrybad}*
knew him as “Skinny”: some just called
him “Skin.” We will sorely miss. Skmn}r

who, when life and work seemed aver-

whelming, would smile and say, “One.

dayata time". Skinny left an impres-
sion on people which will not be for-

gotten. As his colleagues; we will miss
his professional knowledge and contri-
butions. As his friends, we will miss

his sense of humor, companionship,

and much more. Our deepest sympa-
thies go out to his family and many,
many friémis

Gﬂastal Nonpoint Program Workshop Held

Staff from the CRMC and other part-
ners working on Rhode Island’s
Coastal Nenpoint Program (CNT) par-
ticipated in a national workshop en-
titled "The Future of State Coastal
Nonpoint Programs” held on April 27-
30 in Adrlie, VA, The workshop was
hosted by NOAA’s Office of Ocean and
Coaslal Resource Management in part-
nership with the US. Environmental
Protection Agency.

The workshop provided an oppor-
tunity for state coastal nonpoint pro-
gram coordinators and water quality
ageney staff to mect with representa-
tives from a variety of federal agencies
and programs, as well as counterparis
fromm other coastal states and terrtories,
to discuss a number of issues related
to implementation of state CNPs,
Among the information presented at
the workshop was: a discussion of the
President’s Clean Water Action Plan

and how it relates to existing statutory
wquiremenis; an overview of proposed
administrative changes to CNP imple-
mentation guidance; and, descriptions
of technical and financial assistance
tools that can be utilized by states in
implementing state CNDPs,

As previously reported in Coastal
Features, Rhode Island’s NP has re-
ceived conditional approval from
MNOAA and EPA. In consideration of
administrative changes to program re-
quirements, the President’s Clean Wa-
ter Activin Plan, and the many innova-
tive implementation app roaches h igh
lighted at the workshop, Rhode
[sland’s CNEP will now be reviewed to
ensure a coordinated and effective ap-
proach to controlling Rhode Island's
mast serious nonpeint seurce pollubion
problems that meets federal program
requirements.
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@redged Material Disposal Site Update

The Bhode Island General Assem-
bly, as detailed in the Marine Infrastruc-
‘ture Maintenance Act of 1996 (the Act),
has mandated that the CRMC lacate
and designate at least one in-water dis-
posal site for dredged material from the
state’s marinas and yvacht clubs and,
following this, locate and designate at
least one in-water disposal site for
dredged materials from all other
sources, This task has been the focus
af the CRMC's efforts under the Act
since its enactment,

To meet this charge, the CRMC s-
licited Requests for Proposals (RFPs)
from qualified firms to undertake the
specitic scientific data collection neces-
sary toan Environmental Impact State-
ment (EIS) or Environmental Assess-
ment (EA} for the designation of at least
one in-water disposal site for dredged
material from marinas and yacht clubs,
I'he announcement of the successful
vendor is expected early this summer,

The Council has identified 5 paten-
tHal disposal sites that will be studied
under this RFP. Among the criteria for
“ite consideration, sites were selected
with the assumption that they will be
used to dispose of clean dredged ma-
terial and that they can support the
volume necessary to address current
needs lestimated to be 750,000 cubic
vards) as well as long term mainte-
nance needs, Four of the sites to be
studied are dispersive - e.g., sediment
will be gradually reintroduced into the
littoral system and serve as a source of

Gssenti_al Fish Habitat

beach replenishment. The fifthsiteisa
deep water dispersive site. The ratio-
nale for site selechon was developed
by the Council’'s Coastal Resources
Advisory Committee {the Dredging
Advisory Committee) which consists of
urniversity scientists, coastal zone man-
agers, marine trade representatives,
environmental advocacy representa-
tives, and state and federal resource
manager partners,

The primary focus of the work out-
lined in the RFI is to gather data, both
existing and new, necessary to assess
the use of ene or more of the sites for
disposal of dredged material from ma-
rinas and vacht clubs. Specifically, the
work proposed in the RFD is threefold:
(1} gather and assess all cxisting data
and information on identified sites with
regard Lo each site's appropriatencss
for in-water dredged material disposal;
(2] assimilate, review and assess the
data gathered in (1) against all appli-
cable state and federal dredging and
dredged materials disposal regulations,
and (3) develop a document which
contains the required information and
which can be readily used by the state
as its ElS or EA for one or more of the
sites’ use as a dredged material dis-
posal site.

More information on the CRMO's
efforts in designating an in-water
dredged mateial disposal site will be
reported in future issues of Coastal Fea-
fures,

The MNew England Fishery Management Council (NEFMC) Public Hearing
Document for the Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) requirements of the 1996 Magnuson-
stevens Act will be released July 1. The Document will include the description
and identification of EFH for the 18 species managed by the NEFMC, Comments
on the public hearing draft will be accepted until July 25th. The NEFMC will be
holding six public hearings throughout the region, including one in Rhode Island
on [uly 22 from 6-10pm at the Radison Airport Hotel. Copies of the document can

_De obtained by contacting the NEFMC at 781-231-(422, and a copy will be avail-
. ible for review at the CRMC offices at the Oliver Stedment Government Center,

located at 4808 Tower Hill Road, Wakefield, BI.

f/? hode Island

Rivers Council

The Rhode Island Rivers Council is
currently distributing information on
applying for official designation as a
Watershed Council (also called local
watershed associations) to interested
parties. The Rivers Council will recog-
nize one local watershed council for
each of the 18 Rhode Island watersheds
deseribed in the Rivers Policy and Clas-
sification Plan, adopted as Rl State
Guide Plan Element 162,

To be cligible for recognition, a wa-
tershed council must take responsibil-
ity for and represent the entire water-
shed area. The watershed council must
include in its membership at least one
representative from each municipality
within the watershed area. Applicants
should be able to demonstrate partici-
pation and support from Brassroos,
business and governmental interests in
the watershed, Tublic education as
well as invelvement in municipal de-
cision making should be important ac-
Hivities of each walershed council’s
mission,

Once designated, watershed coun-
cils become “bodies corporate and poli-
tic, having distinet legal existence from
the state and any municipality within
the watershed area in which the water-
shed is located” (RIGL 46-28), They
will have legal standing to present tes-
timony in all state and local adminis-
trative proceedings which impact on
rivers and water quality,

Aworkshop on the application pro-
cess will be held in mid-September and
applications will be due to the Rivers
Council in mid-November., For more
mformation on applving for designa-
tion as a watershed council, contact
Meg Kerr at 874-6522 or Ken Payne at
222-A635 '
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%tional Clean Boating Campaign

The Marine Environmental Education Foundation (MEEF) has launched the first anmual National Clean Boating Cam-
paign, a year round program to promote good stewardship of our water resources by boating families, marina operators,
boat dealers and manufacturers. The goal of this campaign is to improve water quality from boating and boat industry
activities through a national outreach educational program. Through the National Clean Boating Campaign, over 400 pri-
vate and public organizations have formed a partnership to promote clean boating practices and to foster positive attitudes
towards clean water and good boating.

Achighlight of the campaign is the first “National Clean Boating Week” celebration of good boating and clean water from
July 11 through July 19. This national program will include hundreds of events and activities throughout the country,
including Rhode Island, A list of events for Rhode Island had not been finalized at the time this issue of Coastal Features was
printed. However, many events and activities are being planned and will be announced,

The following is an abbreviated version of fact sheets produced as part of the campaign on some simple things boaters can
do to promote clean water and good boating, For more information on these issues or the National Clean Boating Campaign
visit their website at: www.cleanboating.org or call the MEEF at (401) 792-9025.

Boating Litter and Fish Waste Fueling and Bilge Care

Boating Litter Outboard Boats

* Remove unnecessary packages and wrappings and bring = Fill tanks carefully to avoid spillage; wipe any fuel drops
reusable containers to the boat. immediately with an aborption pad.

* Always bring back whal yvou take out; this means every- » Mix oil in fuel according to manufacturers specifications -,
thing solid. » Close partable tank fuel vent when boat is not in use to

» Keep litter bags on board and discard full ones at the ma- save fuel from vapor loss.
rina dumpster or at home. .

Store fuel only in appraved marine containers.
* Don't throw cigarette butts over board; use an ash tray
and bring butts ashore.

* When trash accidentally falls over board, go back and get Boaits with Built-la Fuel Tanks
if.
« Install a fuel/air separator in air vent line from tank to

+ Recycle when possible and encourage marinas to recycle. prevent vent spills during and after fill up,

* Make a daily practice of picking up floating trash wher-
ever you dock or anchor; ask your neighbors to do the
same:

» Routinely check for and fix fuel leaks; usea drip pan un-
der vour engine.

* Use a bilge oil aborpent pillow; dispose of it before fully
saturated according to manufacturer's suggestion; recvele.
Fish Waste

* Use a bilge maintenance bioremediation pad with natu-
* Use fish cleaning stations.

ral vl eating bacteria,

= When offshore, clean fish as they are caught and toss fish A
waske only in open unrestricted waters, never in o marina
basin.

Display a US Coast Guard oil discharge placard if your
boat is 26 feet or more in length; it's the law.

» Recycle fish parts by composting with eat moss, or bury-
ing in the garden as fertilizer.

: ; ; Bilge Care
¢ Freeze and then reuse fish parts as bait and /or chum on raea : -
your next fishing trip, » Avoid pumping any bilge water that is oily or has a sheen.
» When no other option exists, bag fish parts and place in = A'»'_oid use of bilge cleaners which are detergents or r_*mul-_.
the trash container. sifiers.

¢ Avoid releasing bait, either dead or alive, into the water,
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* [se alternative cleaners,

* Wash decks and hulls fre-

Boat Cleaning

¢ Choose “non-toxic” and “phos-
phate-free” cleaners. Avoid
those that warn “do not get in
eves” or always wear gloves”,
and remember, "biodegrad-
able” does not mean non-toxic.

such as baking soda, lemon
juice, vinegar, and elbow
grease. Avoid those with
bleach, ammonia, lve or pe-
troleum distillates,

NATIONAL

CLEAN BOATING
AMPAIGN

quently with fresh water,

* Buy only as much cleaner as you need to avoid the need

to dispose of leftover cleaning supplies.

» {“lean boat bottoms ashore, over hard surfaces or a tarp,
where all debris can be contained,

* Keep caps on bottles while cleaning, an open container

might spill into the water,

= Follow label recommendations and local regulations for

proper disposal.

s Recyele product containers,

Engine Maintenance

* Tune your engine regularly to help your engine operate
cleanly and efficiently.

* Frequently inspect fuel lines for leaks, cracks and loose

connections. Kepair as necessary.

* Change oil and transmission fluids with a spill-proot

pump or vacuum tank. Slip a plastic bag over the ol fil-
ter befor removing and wipe oil drops immediately with
an absorption pad.

s Use vrange-pink colored propylene anlifreeze/coolant

which is less toxic than blue-green colored ethylene gly-
col.

s Minimize the use of engine cleaning solvents; frequently
wipe the engine to keep it clean. Engine parts should be
cleaned on land over a leak-free container, not over the
waler,

* Keepseparate and recycle used oil, solvents and antifreeze;

follow label instructions local regulations for dispoesal.

Sanding and Painting

¢ Performall hull scraping, sanding and chemical steipping

ashore over a drop cloth to catch debris,

* Prepare the surface with dustless sanders and vacuum to
keep you, the air, the ground and other boats clean.

B
<t/

Useonly legal bottom paint; depending on boat use, con-
sider a hard, nonablative paint which may be longer last-
ing.

Leave paint cans open to thoroughly dry before throwing
away.

Boat Sewage Control and Pumpout Use

Always use onshore restrooms when decked. and encour-
age everyone to use the shoreside facilities before casting
off.

Plan for onshore restroom stops while buving fuel or eat-
ing at waterfront restaurants,

Prevent dumping any untreated sewage inside the three
mile limit; it's illegal.

Keep fats, solvents, oil, emulsifiers, paints, poisons, phos-
phates, disposable diapers, sanitary napkins out of toi-
lets.

Take dogs to marina’s posted pet walk area (or use a
pooper sCooper),

If your boat does not have a toilet, take a portable one on
board and onlv empty it at a shoreside dumpstation or at
home.

If vour boat has a MSD Type 1 or 2 toilet which pretreats

sewage before discharge overboard:

Make sure your equipment is Coast Guard cerlified - it's
the law,

Keep vour MSD is proper working order, follow the
manufacturer’s suggested mamtenance program.,

[f vour M5D uses a biodegradable disinfectant, keep the
liquid container tull.

Llse marine toilel tissue made for M5 use,
Post MSD use instructions near the toilet.

When in “No Discharge Waters”, lock or secure the toilet
closed so it cannot emply overboard,

It vour boat has a MSD Type 3 toilet with holding tank:

If vour beat has a y-valve and through hull, always keep
them closed when inside the three mile limit or consider
removing them all tegether so no sewage can ever go over,

Use only environmentally compatible holding tank de-
adorants.

Llse marine toilet tissue made for MSD use,

Use a pumpout facility at the end of each boating day.
For more information on available pumpout facilities call
the national hotline at 1-800- ASK-FISH.

Summer 19398



£7 he Year of the Ocean

I {I ) + '
(. “n.fk'.ll NJ s Etl]l.“ j A & 1 ir [f ||‘r J[{[i‘! &
I II . ! ns .'I!ff."‘i [ETS T 5 b =
AR Ilﬂ.l'l'i 0 |r.|r. Gpits i : Pl L I'Ir !:’ag: Ho II.III'L _I!” crnaa ]:{I] |I ¥
b el = IR e ]. r. R ) I . 3 ll“.:;lf 'l || i '1?! ;IIF Hie >l
[T A 1 ”.! "‘{ ) ,l" Ins, I n:l Illt:- :“” l!.” {0 FRISE il nlf]l.llh.-!' AT T :Ihlr ( ] I A { ! .I.HIIIJ ;
3 - u i iy g I ;
4 - Fe T LlJ”.‘\.'!II{' L'!E-'lrf ! L'I.'I'_””'J-r.'. J ¥ ] it :
i i [ e I = Hih f‘” [”‘H{ .

bl t merican 1 |! Feade’ r e'r."tit!.'rdf.l.'l.{‘

Hie pcea rrt r I ]
L1 L] |||,- Jl”l‘l fl' !I" T
B |‘ ! HJ”' |:|‘|! g ] T
(i) |-,I|'~]'| reii fidi J 1 E.'."nj."l.' FeNCEs T manae FESiFees 1ssire Hid
T i taae i healt i i - L I
o il e 'Ili_l" and produciioe ocean TRy OCEEn FESOUrees fo sl ]
i r l:IJPf!JIi:IIf- o aned . ]t.

tiom 7065, the text of
&, Bhe text of which follotws:

|I FEC 14 .I L
ﬂ,..”nl'( oy I( }H
! ¥ vy 15 .rfl' I"‘/LI:” L ent L ! | h’.l!i al ! 1
HE l:-_::lL'ﬁl.ln-.- il 443 Ly Ir-I 1 6‘
v Brat el III'JnI il T

More than 70 percent of the Earth's surface is covered by waten and more than half the world's popy-
lation lives W ithin 50 miles of a coastline. We rely on the aeean as both a source and sustenance of life ol
our planet. It contains & wondrous apundance and diversity of life, from the smallest pmicrooganism Lo
the mammoth blue whale. ltisakey source of food, medicing, ETVETREY, COTNETETCE, and recreation for the
pmp'l-.:e‘ ol the wond, and the more We learn about stg influence on climate and weathet, Hhe moTe We
realize its impact o0 aur safety and quality of life.

We are only beginning 1o understand the depths of the pcean’s mysteries, bt we are quickly learning
one crucial lesson: the ocean's resources are limited, and we must work together to preserve fhem. hMany
areas are slecady averfished: decades of pn!lm'ti.un, including j.ndustr'sal waste, sewags: and boRic rumoff,
has taken is toll on the Lealth of the ocean and its living creatures, Marmy species of fish are threatened
with extinction, EVETl our precious coral Teefs, oncea cafe haven for an amazing varety of animal and
plant life, have suffered ErenLly.

Because the pcean i a treasure that 41l nations of the world share i commen, We miust work in patt-
nership to become wiser stewards of its many riches, We must ctrive together —at local, national, and
.nternational |avels—1io preserve the ocean's health, to protect the maring enwvironment, and to ensure the
sustainable mana rement of the myriad rosoutces the ocean contains.

Dedicating 1995 as the Year uf the Oeean i< an important first step in this worldwide pndeavor.
"l'hrnu.u_j'hmlt thie yedr; i.11di\"1dua.1~'\. ur:.;euu'.r.ati.nns, and gm'emmemh will part'suipaw in activities designud
to raise public awarencss of the vital role the ocean plays in human life and of the paually vital role that
ruman beings st play in the life of the ocealt, The Year of the Olcean provides us with an axtraordinary
nppmtun%w to leaty LTS about the orean’s unigque enwirorment and to collaborate on prnLe-:t'mg: and
pr{:ﬁuwing ite invaluable FeSOUTCES:

N, T HEREFC)R‘E. 1, W [LLlAM L CLI.NTD?\'.-, president ol the United States of America, do hereby
proclaim 1998 as the Year af the Oceath. [ encourage the Governors of {he States and Cnmmm‘lweahh of
Puerto Rico and officials of other areas subject to the jurisdiction of the United States 10 paﬁicipake in the
Hlservance of this year. 1 pvite all Americans to learn mare about the pcean and its vast biodiversity and
by become involved in keeping our coastal waters aafe and cleatt.

N WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set Y pand this twcnty-eight‘h day of January. i the year of
out Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, and of the pndependence of the United States of America the
o hundred and hveutg.'«sm_'unnd.
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\7 h'E'.‘ Clea_'ﬂ Wﬂfer ACﬁ_Un Plan (continued)

improving the monitering of coastal
waters, expanding research on emerg-
ing problems like Pliesteria, amending
Fishery Management Plans o address
water quality issues, and ensuring the
implementation of coastal nonpoint
programs,

Finally, the CWALI' recognizes the
importance of reliable information tor
decision makers and the public: To that
end, the CWAT proposes improve-
ments in monitoring, water quality as-
sessments and data access to assist gov-
ernment agencies and empower ciki-
zens.

To support the actions outlined in
the CWAPD the President's FY 19949 bud-
geot includes a Clean Water and Water-
shed Restoration Budget Initiative
which proposes §368 million in new
resources for FY 1999, As proposed, the
Clean Water and Watershed Restora-
tion Initiative will:

* increase direct support to states
and tribes to carry ouba watershed ap-
proach to clean water;

= increase technical and financial
assistance o farmers, ranchers, and for-
esters to reduce polluted runotf and
enhance natural resources. on their

lands;

* fund watershed assistance pro-

Goashveeks ‘98

grams and grants to engage local com-
munities and citizens in leadership
roles in restoring their watersheds;

* accelerate progress in addressing
critical water quality problems on fed-
eral lands;

» expand and coordinate water
quality monitoring programs; and

= increase efforts to restore nation-
ally significant watersheds, such as the
Florida Everglades and San Francisco
Bay-Delta,

While the CWAT offers a blueprint
for the restoration and protection of our
nation’s water resources, ultimately its
fate will depend on adequate funding
to support the many initiatives pro-
posed, Regardless, the TWAP repre-
sents a significant policy directive in
that it recognizes watersheds as the
appropriate planning unit for water
quality management, requires better
interagency coordination on the federal
level, and relies upon and supports lo-
cal actions. Also, the CWAP calls for
the establishment of water quality stan-
dards for nitrogen and phosphorous -
two nutrients essential to plant life
which can be disasterous to aquatic
ecosystems when introduced in exces-
siveameunts, Nitrogen has been iden-
tified as a significant problem in the salt
ponds and Narrow River watersheds.
The most commen sources of nitrogen
and phosphorous to coastal waters are
fertilizers, sewage and animal waste.

Planning for Coastweeks "9, scheduled for September 19 - October 11, is cur-
rently underway. Coastweeks was first started in 1982 in an effort to focus atten-
tion on the value of our coast and its natural resources and has since become an
annual nationwide event. Rhode Island first began participating in Coastweeks
in 1987, through Rhode Island Sea Grant. The CRMC has been a partner in the
celebration since 1981.

The CRMC is encouraging organizations to include Coastweeks in their events
planning. Previous Coastweeks events have included the “Cet the Drift and Bag
[t" coastal cleanup and survey, URT's lunchtime oceanography lecture series, and
the Taste of Rhode Island festival. Events related to the Coastweeks theme and
which are scheduled to take place during or around Coastwecks will be included
in the Coastweeks calendar for distribution throughout the state, Forms forspon-
sors of Coastweeks events will be mailed soon. Meanwhile, please contact the
CRMOC with any questions regarding Coastweeks at 222-2476,
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