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Winter Storm Causes Severe Erosion to Rhode Island’s Barrier Beaches

[ Decemnber of 1992, a powertul
nor eastor hit the coast of Mew
Ergland causing extensive beach

erosion and structural damage along

Rhede [sland’s southern coast. In
many places, the sand durnes were
eroded back to the scarp left after
the Blizzard of 1978, As a result, the
Coastal Resources Management
Councl (CRMC) invoked its emer-
gency permitling process,

The emergency permil process
enables the Coundil to respond
quickly to the needs of individuals
whose homes and businesses suf-

fered damnape as a result of the sborm.
| The Councils staff was in the ticld for

several days tollowing the storm to

survey damage and issue emergency
permits for a wide range of activities,
When the CEMC invokes the emer-
gency permit process, property own-
ers are eligible for emergency permits
{at no cost to the applicant) to repair

all darnage resulting from a major
storm. Emetgency permits are also

issued to secure and prevent further
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damage to structures. After the
Drecember nor'easter, the Coungil
1}3pmwd ovier o L'mmgﬂnﬂ' F'PE'I'['Ihtb
with mere than half of these being
issed to home owners and busi-
nesses in Westerly

The severity of the erosion that
resulted from the December storm
has generated a greal deal of concern
among local officials and the public,
particularly in Westerly. Many
mdividuals wane a solution to the
ongiing erosion problems and are
concerned that if an answer is not
found, both businesses and resi-
dencies will fall into the ocean during
the next major storm event:

In response to the concerns of the
public, the CRMC held an emergency
meeting of the full Couneil shortly
after the December storm, Chver fifty
members of the public attended and
virced their concerms. In addition,

Jon Boothroyd, a geologist with the
Lniversity of Rhode I<land, gave a
presentation on the extent of the
erosion that cecurred as a resull of
this storm.

As a result of this emergency
Council meeting, a special sub-com-
mittee on shoreline protection was
created. This sub-committes, with the
assistance of the Councils stafl, will
review the present regulatory policies
and develop both short and long term
strategies that can be used to address
thie concerns of local officials and the
general public,

Thie CRMC's present policies regu-
lating barrier beaches are among the
strangest in the nation. These regula-
tions strictly prohibit the construction
of all formis of structural shoreline
protection on barrier beaches, even
when used to protect structures in

danger of collapse. It is the Councils
]:x'.nli{:}f ko favor nonstructural
shoreline protection such as beach
nourishment and dune stabilizabion.
However, structural protection that
predates the creation of the Council
(1971) i5 allowed to remain,

The Coungls sub-committee held
its first meeting on February 4, 15493
at the Narragansett Community
Center with over 45 members of the
public in attendance. At this meeting,
the Coungil heard a presentation
from an Atlanta-based erosion control
firm and viewed a videotape on
beach nourishment projects, Grover
I Fugate, the Executive Director of
the CRMC, explained the rationale
behind the Council’s exisling pro-
hibibons on structural shoreline
protection, The Council also heard
testimony from members of the public
and Tocal officials from the Westerhy.

At this time, the Council has not
made any decisions on whether to
modify the existing prohibitions on
structural shoreline protection. Any
change to the CRMCS existing, poli-
cies must be approved by the federal
government which strongly supports
thie present regulations. The special
sub-committes will continue o meet
appmx'm‘mtcly once a month todis-
cuss the alternatives to the existing
policies and to decide on both short
and long term strategies to address
the erosion problems along the south-
etn barrier beaches, I you would like
tor be notithed of these sub-commiilbes
meehings, please call the Council at
(401 277247 and ask o be put on the

shoreline protection mailing list.

Mk T lrrepcrial




Harbor Management Planning in Rhode Island

During the 1980s, New England
experienced a great deal of develop-
ment adjacent to waterfront and
harbor areas. The increase in the
population density of coastal areas
browught an ever increasing demand
for water related activities and uses
of harbors and waterfront areas. For
example, many coastal communities
experienced an increased demand
for recreational boating facilities and
public access to the waterfronk. In
response to the increased pressures
and multiple use conflicts, several
New England states enacted regu-
lations and planning programs
designed to help manage uses of
walerfront and harbor areas.

The Coastal Resources Manage-
ment Council (CRMC) realized that
it was no longer possible to effechively
manage harbor areas using simple
mooring plans and basic safety rules.
The Council also recognized the need
for a mechanism to resolve the mulb-
ple use conflicts that were emerging
with increasing frequency.

In Rhode lsland, the CRMC has
exclusive authority over the regula-
tioreof all activities taking place in
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tidal waters. The Council's mandate
is te preserve, protect, develop and
where possible restore the coastal
resources of the state through com-
prehensive and coordinated long
range planning and management. To
drum‘t[:r]i‘-.h these poals and to address
the increasing problems associatid
with the development of shorelinge
areas, the Council instituted a com-
prehensive harbor management plan-
ning program in November of 1988,
This program provides specific plan-
ning requirements and guidance

ter communities on how to develop a
municipal harbor management plan.

The CRMC requires communities
tor establish priorities for the use of
harbor areas and to develop appro-
priate management strategies for
these areas, Each community is then
given fexibility to select appropriate
planning issues and o develop con-
sensus on the comimunity s vision for
the waterfront and harbor area’s use
and development.

Sorne of the typical issues addressed
in municipal harbor management
plans are improved public access to
the waterfront, waterfront develop-
ment, boating safety, improved water
quality of the harbors, and the proper
siting and management of recrea-
tional mooring areas. A successtul
harbor management plan must com-
bine the management of the shoreline
area with the community’s other land
use and development policies,

All of the twenty-one coastal com-
munities in Rhode Island have begun
the privess of drafting their harbar
management plans. In 1990, the City
of Warwick became the first commu-
nity to recetve an inkerirn approval for
their Harbor Management Plan (HMD)
and Harbor Drdmanrr_ At the present
time eight commumities have com-
pleted the long, and often arduous,
task of developing harbor manage-
ment plans, They are: Charlestown,
Fast Greenwich, East Providence,
Jamestown, New Shoreham, Sauth

Kingston, Tiverton, and Warwick. Five
additional communities, Barrington,
Little Compton, North Kingstown,
Portsmouth, and Warren, are in the
final stages of completing, their plans,
The remaining communities are mak-
i“i: progress towards the completion
of HM s

In the future, the Councl will con-
tine to support local efforts tooman-
age waterfront areas. Under a grant
from the federal government, the
Council will develop an expanded
harbor management guidance docu-
ment. The expanded guidance will
help commumnitics address new issues
and provide greater technical assis:
tance to local governments, The
Councl has also hired ona new statt
member, Paul Watters, who will be
devoted entirely to harbor manage-
ment related acBvities. The additon
of this new staff member should
enable the Council toimprove its
technical assistance to local commu-
nities, Accordingly, Paul Watters will
be working closely with each shore-
fromt eommunity to provide the tech-
nit‘;ﬂ E‘].‘u‘i'i.‘itant'&" neeessa r}' to CTISUITE
that these harbor management plans
are developed and implemented
effectively. Anyone MEhmg further
information on the CEMOCS harbor
management program should contact
Paul Watters at (401} 27722470,

Fnd Wit

[Faul Walters has recently joined the policy
staff of the CRMC a5 a Marine Besources
Spectalist. His hofds a prraduate degmos in
Marine Affairs from the Liniversity of Rhode
Eland and is a retired paval officer. He has an
etensive background m harbor management
hawving served onea harbor commission and
wirked as a harbor master in Rhode lsland)
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John A. Lyons is Honored on His Retirement from the CRMC

On Thursday, December § 1942
members of the Rhode Island General
Assemnbly, Council members and
staff, family, and friends held a testi-
muanial dinner to honer John Lyons
on his retirement from the Coastal
Resources Management Counil
{CRMOC). In recognition of his leader-
ship and dedication as a public ser-
vant, The Rhode Island House of
Representatives and Senate both
issued proclamations honoring John
Lyvons. Governor Bruce Sundlun also
isstied @ proclamation honoring him
fir his feadership and his efforts o
preserve and protect Rhode lsland’s
coastal resources. In appreciation of
his many achievements, Goavernor
Sundlun declared December 10, 1992
as John Lyons Day and also pro-
claimed him as Chairman Emeritus.

These were all well deserved
homors. John Lyons hasa long and
VETY d.iSllrl.gLLIShtd histary of public
service in Rhode Island and has been
considered by many, including former
Gowvernor |, Joseph 'L:.J.rmhi, to be
the father of Rhode Island’s Coastal
Resources Management Program.,
From 1963 until 1973 John Lyons
served as a member of the Rhode
lsland House of Representatives
representing Thverton,

In 1968 he was appointed to a gov-
ernor’s task force to research and drafl
legislation that would create a coastal
resource management program for
Rhode Island. The impetus for devel-
oping this program came from several
proposals to construct energy facili-
ties along Bhode [sland’s shoreline,
These included proposals fora
nuclear power plant in Charlestown
and an oil refinery in Tiverton, John

Supreme Court Overturns
EFSB Jurisdiction

The Ehode Island Supreme Court
overturned a jurisdiction decision of
the Energy Facility Siting Board
(EFSB), In May of 1992, the EF'SB
ruled that it had jurisdiction over the
proposed Newbav energy facility.
This would have mquu'fed Mew I::'m ko
apply for a EFSE license. In overturn-

| yoms was among, those who realized
that Rhode Island needed an agency
wiith the authority b approve the
siting of these facilities and ensure
that they do not result in detrimental
LI'I‘L]JEldS o the slate’s coastal resournces.

The task foree’s first effort died in
committes in 1570 over conceims
related to the representation of cities
and towns on the Council. The
Ciovernior then reconstituted and
expanded the original task force. In
1971 the General Assembly finally
passed legislation creating a 17 mem-
ber Coastal Resources Management
Ceuncil. During this period, John
Lyons was a leader in both drafting
the legislation and in getting the
General Assembly to adopt it

John Lyons was then appointed as
one of the original members of the
CRMC in July of 1971. During his 21
vears on the Counel, he served in
mamy capacities, John Lyons was
appeinted as the Councils chairman

in 1972, [n 1975, he was appointed as
the Council’s Execttive Director,

He held the dual pos| of Chairman
& Executive Director until January
of 1985

Asa result of John Lyon leadership
and direction, the Council realized
several milestones during this period.
The CRMC adopted its-original
Coastal Resources Management
Program (RICRMP) which received
federal approval under the 1972
Coastal Zone Management Act
(CZMA) in 1978, In 1983 the Council
substantially revised the Coastal
Fesources Management Program and
adopted spedal area management
(5AM]} plans for both Providence
Harbor and the Salt Ponds region.
John Lyons continued to provide
important leadership in major policy
1ssues right up until his retirement in
Nowvember of 1992,

John Lvons is a major reasen why
the CRMC has become a national
leader in coastal zone management
and a model for other countries
around the word, For example in
1992, the Council hosted represen-
tativies of South Korea, Bulgaria,
Romania, and Turkey, all of whom
were interested in using the Rhode
Island Coastal Resources Manage-
ment Program as a model for dewvel-
oping their own coastal resource
management programs.

While John Tyons leadership and
inspiration will surely be missed,
his contributions to the continuing
effort to preserve and protect Rhode
Island’s coastal resources will not
be forpotten,

Mak T Ipoerial

ing the EFSHE jurisdictional decision,
Chief Justice Thomas |. Fay, writing
for the majority, ruled that the EFSB
misinterpreted the clear and uniam-
biguous language of its enabling legis-
lation. Further, the Court ruled that it
would not break from its tradition of
“prevent{ing} state administrative
agencies from expanding their juris-
diction through strained interpreta-
tons of unambiguous statutes”

As a result of this decision, the only
hurdle that remains for Newbay is a
hearing before the Coastal Resources
Management Council (CRMC) Thus,
the ruling of the Rhode Island
Supreme Court with respect to the
validity of the CRMC's Energy
Amendmaents has assumed even
preater importance. Later issues of
this newsletter will report on the
outcome of this appeal.

L
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Annual Report on the Activities of the
Coastal Resources Management Council in 1992

In the last year, the Coastal
Resounces Management Courncil
(CRMC} has been engaged in a wide
range of activities. The Councils staff
has continued its efforts to stream-
line the permitting process and has
increased its enforcement efforts o
ensure cormpliance with the Rhode
Island Coastal Resources Manage-
ment Program (RICRMIL The
Coungil has also become increasingly
proactive, having embarked on sev-
eral new policy inibatives. This report
highlights some of the CEMUS
notable accomplishments during the
last year and briefly describes some
of the new policy initiatives.
Permitting

In 1992, the Council had a record
year in terms of processing more
permit requests than were recefvied
signifying a major improverent since
the Council has eliminated what
once was a permit backlog, This was
achieved in spile of the fact that a near
record number of permmit requests
was received in 1992,

From January to December, the
CRMC processed 1136 requests and
issued a total of 923 Assents (permits),
These figures do not include the
17 emergency permits issued by
the Council, Of the permits issued,
2496 were Findings of No Significant
Impact (FONSIs), 199 were Mainte-
nance Assents, and 305 were Category
W Assents. Notably only B9 Category
"B" permits, which require extensive
staff review; were issued. Thus,
approximately 90% of the permits
issued by the Council wete processed
administratively,

Another important development
int the Council’s permit program
has been the success of the FONS]
process. This new form of Council
Assent was introduced in late 1990
and allews for an expedited review of
minor activities such as re-shingling,
roofing, etc. The FONSI process has
greatly reduced the amount of time it
takes the Council to pricess permits,
For example, in 1990, the Council
accepted approximately 350 more

applications than it processed. How-
ever, due to the FONSI process, the
Council has been able to pricess an
increasing number of administrative
permits in the Last bwo vears,

In 1993 the Council will continue
its efforts to streamline its permit
process through improved coordi-
nation. At the state level, the Council
is developing a Memorandum of
Linderstanding (MOLD) with the
Rhode Island Department of Envi-
ronmental Management's (RIDEM)
Division of Water Resources and
amending the existing MOU with
RIDEM?S Division of Freshwater
Wetlands. In addition, the Council
will continue its efforts to improve
coordination with local officials and
loks forward to implementing the
new coordinated permit review proc-
ess mandated by the 1992 Subdivision
Enabling Act,

Federal Consistency

Traditionally, the CRMC has not
relied heavily on the federal consis-
tency process under Section 307 of
the Coastal Zone Management Act.
Section 307 gives the Council the
authority to require all federal agency
activities and federal license and
permit activities to be consistent with
the policies contained in the RICRME
Mormally, the Council does not per-
form federal consistency reviews for
federal license and permit achivities
because these activities also require
Coungil Assents. However, the Coun-
cil does perform consistency reviews
for federal activities such as dredging
and navigation projects conducted
by the US. Army Corps of Engineers
{COE). In 1992, 12 federal agency
activities and numerous federal finan-
cial assistance awards were reviewed
tor consistency with the RICRMI

In 1953, the Council will begin to
amend its federal consistency regu-
lations. These revisions will help
improve the coordination bebween
federal and state permit processes
and take greater advantage of the
authority granted to the Coundil by
the federal government.

Enforcement

One reason a near record number
of permit requests was received in
1992, despite the recession, is the
immproved entorcement efforts of the
Council. In 1992, the Couneil issued
163 Cease and Desist orders and 57
MNotices of Viclation. As a result, the
Council ssued 52 Motices of Admin-
istrative Fine and 17 Notices of Final
Fines. Many of matters were resolved
through 95 consent orders after the
violator agreed to conform to the
puolicies contained in the RICRMP
However, the Coungil did collect
approximately S3000 in admini-
strative fines and $20000 in
administrative fees.

In order to further improve enforce-
mient efforts; the Council is develop-
ing a computer tracking system to
monitor compliance, The Council is
also exploring new ways of improv-
ing enforcement such as increased
coondination with local building
officials and harbor masters. In
addition, the Council will purchase
mobile radios for the enforcement
staff to improve the response to viola-
tions, These mobile radios will have
the added benefit of improving the
Couneils hazard response capacity by
allowing the Courncil’s staff to stay in
constant contact when issujm1 EINeT-
gency permits and surveying damage
after major storm events.

Public Access

In 19492, the Council continued to
focus considerable agency resources
om improving prubtif_; acoess to the
shore in Rhode Island. One way pub-
lic acress was improved is through
the right-of-way (ROW) designation
process, In ]WE thie Counetl investi-
gated numerous polential ROWs. As
a result, the Council offically desig-
nated 9 sites in Narragansett. The
Council has also finished the public
hearing process for 11 potential
ROWs in Middletown.

Another area where the Council
was able to increase and improve
public access is through the permit
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process: In 1992, the Council obtained
several major public acocess improve-
menis asa resull of permit stipula-
tons. The most notable of these

are the public access improvements
which will result from the new
Marragansett Electric Manchester
Street Station. Narragansett Electric
agreed lo provide approximately $20
million for waterfront public access
improvements. These include a 3 acre
waterfront park
with walkways,
shoreling
improvements, a
boal launching
ramp and a
fishing, pier.

In 19483, the
Council will
continue its efforts
tooblain greater
public access
through the
permit process
by adopting
il?ﬂ‘.l]:lrr']"lﬁ"lﬁj\r'&?
public access
regulations. In
addition, the Vo
Council will work  Pamaged RRETE
closely with the
RITYEM'S Dhivision of Ersvaronmerital
Coordination to develop a MOU on
public access in Rhode Island. The
MOL will further coordinate the
public access programs of the CRMC
with those of the RIDEM. Tt weill also
help coordinate the limited resournces
available to-address this important
coastal 1ssue,

Special Area Management
(SAM) Planning

The Council continues to place a
strong emphasis on specal area man-
agement (SAM) planning, In 1992, the
Council approved the Interstate Man-
agement far the Pawcatuck River and
Little I ‘ddm’:gﬂmet‘t Bay. This Interstate
S5AM plan is one of the first of its kind
in the mabon and addresses a multi-
tude of issues including water quality,
habitat restoration and protection,
recreational uses, public access,
and interstate coordination, In 1993
the Council will begin o implement

i raeioed i CRMC Enn

miany of the Interstate SAM plan’s
recommendalions,

During the last year, the Council
also provided technical assistance
ke local communities to help them
develop and implement Harbor
Management Plans {HMPs), Asa
result, the Council approved the East
Providence HMT and several addi-
tHonal communities should receive
their approvals early in 19493

I 1993 the Couneil will continue
1bs stromg emphasis on using 54 M
plans to address the cumulative and
secondary impacts of development.
The Council will begin to revise
and update the Salt Pond SAM plan
and will expand the guidance for
developing HMPs.

Habitat Protection

I 1992, the Counel took several
steps o improve its protection of
critical habitats. In response to
concerns over the continued water
quality desradation of Nannaguaket
Pond, the Council changed its desig-
tation of these waters from Trpe 2 to
Type L. This reclassification will help
to better protect the coastal resources
in this area,

To improve the management of
butfer areas, the CRMC adopted
buffer management guidance for
applicants. The Council’s revised
regulahons permit minor moditi-
cations of buffer arcas (e, pruning

ergericy Pernil affer e Decertber 1992 wointer storm

and trimming) in order to inprove
the habatat values of these areas, In
1993, the Council will continue to
improve its pelicies and regulation
of buffer areas.

The Council has embarked on
sevveral iniHatives bo improve the
protection of coastal wetlands. First,
the Councl is in the process of
revising the existing MOU with the
RIDEMS Division of Freshwater

Wetlands. This

T will improve
interagency
coordinabion.

The CRMC is
also developing
formal miligation
policies for
coastal wetands,
These new poli-
cies will net alter
existing prohibi-
tioms with respect
by wetland alter-
ations, bul rather
complement
them. The new
regulations will
require applicants
to mitigate wel-
lands alterations
approved by the CRMC, This will
enstire that the Councils policy of
no-niet-loss of wellands is achioved.

Nonpoint Source
Pollution Control

[n 1992, the Council began a major
effort to improve the managerment of
stormwater in Council jurisdiction,
The Council is currently in the
process of developing comprehensive
stormwater management regulations
in accordance with the Stormwater
Dresign and Installation Standards
Manual and expects to go out fo
putblic notice in the spring of 1993

In order to reduce pollution from
tecreation boats, the Council adopted
regulations requiring marine
pumpout facilities at marinas, All
NEw MAarinas, marnnas [:xpanding
by more than 50 boats, and marinas
tﬂcpdndm'-' bevond 25% of their
]m*vmudv assented capacity (if the
expansion is greater than 5 boats) are
noww Tequired to install marine

(et an page 81
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Governor Sundlun
Appoints New Chairperson
and Vice-Chairperson

Geovernor Bruce Sundiun has
appointed Richard H. James to be
the new Chairpersen of the Coastal
Fesources Management Council
M Jarmes, an investment counselor
for Osexford Asset Management, has
been on the Coundl for the last four
vears. During this time he has served
on the Urban Ports and Harbors, and
Dredging sub-committees.

Mr. James replaces George L.
Sisson fr, whao has served as the
acting chairperson for the last bwo
years. During his bwo vears as acting
chairperson, Mr. Sisson provided
excellent leadership in the Council's
various policy initiatives. Despite
being replaced as the acting chair-
person Mr, Sisson remains on the
Council and serves on several sub-
committecs including Rights-of-Way,
and Planning and Procedures,

The Covernor also named a new
Vice-Chairperson of the CRMC,
Sandra Thormton Whitehouse, Sandra
Thornton Whitehouse has studied
marine ecology at the University of
Rhode Island and served on a panel
shudving pollution in Mount Hope
Bay. 5he was named to the 16 member
Council last vear and has served on
the Rights-of-Way, and Urban Forts
and Harbors sub-commiliees.

The Councils staff wish our new
Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson
good luck in their new positions. We
are certain they will do an excellent
jeb The Councils staff would also
like to comgratulate George L Sisson,
Jr. on the excellent job he has done

| while serving as the Acting Chair-
person during the last two vears,

Court OKs Temporary
Seawall on Barrier Beach

The recent winter storm which
caused extensive beach erosion along
Ehode [sland’s barrier beaches also
provoked a legal challenge to the
Councils emengency penmitting

procedures, Richard Grills sought
preliminary injunction that would
allow him ke construct a temporary
stone wall ko protect his home friom
further damage.

The Council had previously denied
Mr, Grills an emergency permit to
construct a temporary stone wall,
However, the Coundil was willing to
permit Mr. Grills to erect ternporary
wooden sheet piling in order to
stabilize the struchure such that it
could be moved landward of its
present location. Under this option,
the wooden sheet piling would have
been removed once the Grills house
waas moved back.

Superior Court Judge John T
Bourcier ruled that Mr, Grills could
build a temporary stone wall to
protect his home, However, Judge
Bourcier ruled that e Grills must
submit a formal application to the
Council that would allow him to keep
the seawall in place permanenthy:. Mr.
Crills was required to post a 20000
performance bond to ensure that he
restore the sand dune to its natural
state should the Council require him
to remove the scawall when it reviews
his formal application,

President Clinton to Name
New Director of OCRM

As a result of the recent presiden-
tial election, Trudy Coxe, formerly the
Director of Save-the- Bay in Rhode
Island, ended her tenure as Director
of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administrations (NOAAS)
{Mfice of Oveanrand Coastal
Resources Management (OCRM),
The OCRM is the federal agency
responsible for overseeing Rhode
Island's fedemally approved coastal
resources management program., At
this time, President Chinton has not
named a replacement. As an interim
measure, Frank Maloney, the Deputy
Assistant Administrator of the
MNOAAS National Ceean Service (in
which O REM is housed) will serve

as the acting Director.

The CRMCS Section 309
Strategy Receives the
Highest Rating

The CRMC was recently notified by
the National Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration® (NOAAR) Office of
Ocean and Coastal Resource Manage-
ment (CCRM) that it had received the
highest possible ranking for its recent-
Iy subrmitted Section 309 Strategy.

Section 308 of the 1990 Coastal
Zone Acl Reauthorization Amend-
ments l'.'l"Ei:ltE"d a ['UFI"IP‘E!ﬁ five i'?'rl]'lu'!'l'l'li'i:.L
ment grants program. Inorder to
participate in the program, the CRMC
had to prepare an assessment of the
Rhode sland Coastal Resources
Management Program (RICEMP)
Specifically, this assessment had to
review the CRMUOs activities in eight
areas: wetlands, coastal hazards, pub-
tic access, marine debris, cumulative
and secondary impacts, special area
ranagement planning, ocean resoles,
and energy and government facility
siting, The Section 309 Assessment
had to then recommend and prioritize
activities for program enhancement.
The Councils Section 309 Assessment
was approved by OCRM in 1992,

Based on the findings of the Asses-
ment, the Council had to prepare a
Section 309 Strategy that addressed
priority program enhancement areas
identified by OCRM and CRMC;
wetlands, public acoess, and special
area management planning, Recently,
the CRMC resubmitted a completely
revised Section 309 Strategy which
included new work tasks to address
the priority areas for program
enhancement, This revised strategy
was designed to impmuc coordina-
lion with other cngoing planning
initiatives. As result of its efforts, the
CRMC was recently notified that it
was one of the few states to receive
the highest possible score on its Sec-
ton 309 strategry: The Councl was
commended by the NOAA which
strongly believes that the CRMC's
new strategy will greatly enhance the
RICRME In addition, the higher rank-
ing also means that the Council is
eligible for additional federal funding,
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The CRMC
Hires New Staff

Since the last issue of Coastial Fenfires,
the Connctl hired several new staff
mermbers.

New Engineers

Michael Deveau joined the Council
from the Rhode Island Department
of Transportation (RICKOT) where
he worked primarily as a matenals
inspector. Mr. Deveau’s work pri-
marily invelves processing Category
‘& (Administrative) Assents
Timothy “Chief” Buckley joins the
Council as an engineer and will
review Category “B” projects. Prior
to joining the Council, Mr. Buckley
recently completed a long and
distinguished career with the LIS,
Navy Seabees,
Darris Ashman joined the Council's
staft asan Engineer and reviews Cate-
gory "B projects, Prior to the Coun-
til, Ms. Ashman worked for Remedial
Engineering Inc. in New York doing
groundwater remediation. She has a
Masters degree from the University of
[hode Island in Civil and Environ-
mental Engincering,

New Environmental
Scientists

Jim Bayd joined the Council a5 an
Envircnmental Scientist and reviews

Category "B projects, Prior to the
Counedl, Mr. Boyd worked with the
Fhode Island Department of Erwd-
ronmental Management (RIDEM)
preparing the Stormwater Design and
Installation Standards Manwal, Mr.
Boyd has a Masters degree from the
Uiniversity of Rhode Tsland Depart-
ment of Natural Resources,

Mark Vincent joined the Council as
an environmental scientisl from the
lhiode Island Division of Planning
(RICKOTY I aiddition to reviewing
Category “B” projects, Mr. Vincent
has used his extensive background in
computer technalogy to help enhance
the Councils computer system,

Tim Mott joined the Council's staff as
an environmental scientist. Heisa
recent graduate of the University of
Rhode Island where he carned a
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Masters degree from the Department
of Natural Resources. Mr, Mot will
be working with Mr Deveau review-
ing Calegory "A" activities,

New Marine
Resource Specialists

Donna Doyle previously worked

for the Council as an environmental
scaentist reviewing Category “A°
applications. Ms. Doyle is working
on several projects including the
development of a Memorandum

of Understanding with RIDEMY
Division of Freshwater Wetlands,
Laura Kelley Miguel joined the
Councils policy staff after her
graduation from the University of
Rhode Island, Department of Marine
Affairs where she earned a Masters
degree. Ms, Miguel is working on
new policies to improve the Councils
ahility to regulate nonpoint source
]:,u!lu tion. She is also working on
developing formal wetlands mitiga-
ton policies.

Paul Watters is another addition to
the: Council’s policy staff. He recently
graduated from the University of
Ehode Island Departiment of Marine
Affairs with a Masters degree, Prior
to joining the Coungil, Mr. Watters
worked as a harbor master for

New Shoreham. Mr. Watters works
primarily on harbor management
related issues.
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pumpout facilities. This will ensure that there are enough
pumpout facililies to serve the boating public,

This past year also marked the beginning of a planning
process designed to improve the management of nonpoint
sources of pollution in Rhode Island pursuant to Seclion
6217 of the 1990 Coastal Yone Act Reauthorization Amend-
ments. This mandate charges the Council, in conjunction
with the RIDEM, to develop a Coastal Nonpoint Pellubion
Control Program (CNDPCP) for Rhode Island in accordance
with the guidance issued by the federal government. Sub-
sequent issues of this newsletter will describe these federal
requirements in great detail and provide information on
how the public can get involved in the development of
Rhode Island's CNPCE

Conclusion

In 1992, the Coundil took several steps toward the
improved management of Rhode slands coastal
resources, The Council continued its efforts to improve
permitting and enforcement activities. The Council also
streamlined its permitting process and improvied inter-
sovernmental cxordination. In addition, the CRMC is
now taking an increéasingly proactive approach to policy
development. The activities and initiatives described
above are just a sample of the Councils’ many activities
devaobed to proserving and protecting Rhode Island's
coastal resources. Fubure issues of Constal Features will
provide updates and greater details on these and other
Council efforts and programs.
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