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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2020
[ COMMENCI NG AT 10: 05 A. M ]

CHAI RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Good nor ni hg, everyone.
My nane is Jennifer Cervenka. |I'mthe Chair of the
Coastal Resources Managenent Council. Today's date is
Decenber 30, 2020. It's 10:06 a.m This is a neeting of
t he Subcomm ttee of the Rhode |sland Coastal Resources
Managenent Council. W are here considering the
application of Perry Raso, File Nunber 2017-12-086 for a
t hree-acre oyster and bay scallop farmusing floating and
suspended gear .

This is the second neeting for public conment.
There nay be at | east an additional one which we wll
determne at the end of this neeting. I'mfirst going to
i ntroduce the Subcomm ttee nenbers. Again, nyself,
Jenni fer Cervenka, Chair.
Vi ce Chair Raynond Coi a.

VICE CHAIRVAN CO A: Raynond Coia is present.

CHAl R\MOVAN CERVENKA:  Pat Reynol ds.

M5. REYNOLDS: Patricia Reynolds is present.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Thank you. Menber Don

MR GOMVEZ: Done Gonez present.
CHAl RWMOVAN CERVENKA: Thank you. And nenber --
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wel |, South Kingstown representative Vincent Mirray.

MR. MJURRAY: Vin Murray is here.

CHAI RWOVAM CERVENKA:  Now | 'm going to
i ntroduce staff that is with us. First up is our
executive director Jeffrey WIlis.

MR WLLIS: Yes, Madam Chair.

CHAl R\MOVAN CERVENKA:  Qur deputy director, Jim

Boyd.

MR. BOYD: Good norni ng, Madam Chair. Ji m Boyd
present .

CHAI RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Good norni ng. Now t hat
l*'mgoing through this, | don't see Tony DeSi sto.

M. WIlis, is he supposed to be attendi ng?

MR WLLIS: As far as | know. |I'mgoing to
give hima call right now.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Okay. W'l continue
wor ki ng t hrough this.

Lisa Turner, who is our secretary.

M5. TURNER  Present.

CHAl RWOVAM CERVENKA: | think that's Laura
Dwer who is a public outreach coordi nator.

M5. DWER: Yes. Thank you, Madam Chair.

CHAI RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Brittany Spurlock who is

our noderator for today's session.
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MS. SPURLCCK: Present, Madam Chair.

CHAI RWOVAN CERVENKA:  And Lisa Reis, our court
reporter.

COURT REPORTER: Present.

CHAI RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Also with us is the
applicant Perry Raso.

MR. RASO. Hi. Thank you.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Hi . Qur counsel for the
appl i cant, Beth Noonan.

MS. NOONAN:  Good nor ni ng.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  And then interveners'
counsel, M. Capizzo.

MR. CAPI ZZGO  Good nor ni ng.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA: M. Beehnert, and

M. Wagner. And I'll start talking, but I"'mtrying to
figure out if we have our chief |egal counsel who wll be
joining us, but | can give sone introductory remarks.

| have an updated |ist of speakers, and | think I
have 42 of themin addition to the speakers -- the 20 or

so speakers that already provided public coment | ast

tine.

The rules again are that we would |i ke you to keep
your conmments to between five and ten mnutes. |If you
don't feel |ike the maxi numof ten m nutes gives you
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sufficient opportunity to get through what you need to
get through, we have provided an opportunity to submt
witten comment today if you feel like you have sonething
unsai d.

Once we get through the public comment sessi on,
whi ch woul d be today and possi bly anot her session, we
w Il have a public workshop, and that wll be where our
Subconmi ttee deliberates and then renders a
reconmendati on, votes on a recommendation, to the full
Counci | .

That will be foll owed by a regul arl y-schedul ed full
Counci | neeting whereby the recommendation wll be
presented and the full Council wll vote on that
reconmendation. That process will likely take us into
February.

We nornally have M. Mbore as our noderator.
Brittany Spurlock is substituting for himtoday. | don't
think we need to go through M. Moore's whol e spiel about
how t he Zoom neeti ng wor ks, we've been doing this for a
little white, but M. Spurlock, if you could just speak
to how you're going to be admtting in speakers as we
wor k through the |i st.

MS. SPURLCCK: Yes, Madam Chair. As you cal

them if the speakers could just raise their hand it
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makes it easier to find themon the attendee's list. |
wll be using the chat box to |l et them know who is up
next so they can be aware. Oher than that, yeah, that's
about it.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA: Okay, thank you. In
addition to everything else |I've said, we wll take a
ten-m nute break sonewhere around 11: 30, about hal fway
t hrough. Everyone can just nute thenselves and turn off
their caneras, and then we can resune ten mnutes | ater.

M. WIlis, did you find out anything about
M. DeSisto?

MR WLLIS [I'mtracking himdown. No, | have
not, Madam Chair.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Ckay. Il think it's
probably okay to get started with the public coment.

I'"ll send hima note, too, to try to find him

|s there anything else, M. WIllis, that you wanted
to say about what you' ve been posting for the benefit of
t he public?

MR WLLIS: Nothing nore than what's been
said. W tried to keep the list as current as possible.
Sone fol ks have asked to speak at the end of a particul ar
day because of their personal schedule. W have

accommodat ed all of those requests.
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Just thinking back to our |egal counsel, | know he
had an enmergency issue |last night with anot her town that
he represents, so it nmay have sonething to do with that.
But again, we will continue to make contact with him
t oday.

CHAl R\MOVAN CERVENKA: Ckay, great. So | see
that, Brittany, you indicated that a Ms. Loiselle would
be speaking first, but | have on ny updated |ist Matthew
Wlkes. So | don't know what |ist you' re | ooking at, but
l'm 1l ooking at a --

M5. SPURLOCK: Yes, yes, sorry. You are
correct.

CHAl R\MOVAN CERVENKA:  All right. Let ne see
where she's at in the list. | don't knowif | see her.
I's she on our list for today?

M5. SPURLCCK: She is on the list. | was using
the old list. Lisa had sent ne the revised one this
nor ni ng.

MR, MJRRAY: Third on the list.

CHAl R\MOVAN CERVENKA:  All right. Matthew
Wl kes is your first?

M5. SPURLOCCK: Yes, he's the first.

CHAI RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Coul d you pl ease adm t
M. WIkes.
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MR. W LKES: Good norning, everybody. M nane
is Matthew W1 kes. Can everybody hear ne?
CHAI RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Yes, thank you.
MR WLKES: So ny famly resides a 454
Mat unuck Beach Road, and we have either participated on a
daily basis or wwtnessed on a daily basis the foll ow ng
activities on Segar Cove: Witerskiing, tubing, boating,
sai l i ng, kayaking, fishing, clamm ng, paddle boarding,
j et skiing, knee boarding, sw nm ng, wake boardi ng,
di vi ng, boats anchoring and hangi ng out, canoei ng,
phot ogr aphy, and probably other activities as well
al nost year round in Segar Cove.
|''mpointing that out for a couple reasons. One, |
reviewed M. Raso's application which says that, |
believe it's a quote fromhim that he occasionally sees
a paddl e craft in the proposed area where he is proposing
to put his farm which | just find to be disingenuous.
Segar Cove has a trenendous anount of activity al
year | ong, and as the 20 people before ne, you know, |
co-sign what they have to say. There's a ton of activity
in this cove. | just wanted to put that on the record.
On the top of his application, noving on to anot her
point, it says he needs to denonstrate the need for this

new farm and it says that he satisfies this need wth

Rebecca J. Forte Court Reporters
(401)474-8441 stenorf@gmail.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

Perry Raso - Vol. 6 - December 30, 2020

801
one sentence. It says "to produce Rhode |sl and
farmraised shellfish to neet an increasing denmand. "

| find this pretty vague. |It's one sentence. It's

not backed up by any statistics, data, any coments from
grocers or vendors or restauranteurs or anybody saying
that there is an increasing demand for oysters and
scallops in the State of Rhode I sl and.

You know, on a surface level, to ne, wthout having
any of that data, personally as a consuner | never had a
probl em getting an oyster or scallop, and I've lived in
Rhode Island for 35 years. | don't see an increase in
demand. It seens pretty steady to ne. | never had a
probl em obt ai ning that shellfish.

It does seemto ne that the only thing | can see on
the surface |l evel is that Matunuk Oyster Bar has expanded
over the last few years. They expanded the upstairs, the
second | evel, and they have a huge outdoor rooftop patio
now. You know, |I'mjust saying that it seens |ike
Mat unuk Oyster Bar has increased. Are we privatize this
beauti ful public resource for the benefit of one
i ndi vi dual who is going to grow scall ops and oysters
because he has an increasing demand in his own
restaurant. It seens to be a detrinent of the public to

do so.
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Moving on. All the aforenentioned activities,
wat er ski i ng, tubing, boating, sailing, there was one
gentl eman that stuck out to ne in particular who said,
personally, | think probably half of those activities
woul d not be able to be happeni ng on Segar Cove. But

there was a gentl eman before ne who nentioned that they

are still going to happen. It's just going to be
dangerous now. | tend to agree with him
W have -- there's a ton of activity there, and he's

t aki ng up a huge anpbunt of space, and it's just going to
create dangerous activities for the people that enjoy the
cove.

Anot her point in the application, it nmentions that
the floating gear will be positioned out of direct view
of any honeowner on the pond. This is just inaccurate.
We can directly see it from 454 Matunuck Beach Road, and
| know of a handful of other residents who can directly
see the floating gear that is in the proposal. | just
find that to be -- there's a bunch of inaccuracies in the
application. So it begs the question of, you know, how
are we going to approve this application going forward
with all these inaccuracies wthin the application.

That's all | have. You know, | don't want to take

up everybody's tine and go over a ot of the stuff that
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everybody has already gone over. It's been a very | ong
process, but | hope you take everybody's comments into
consi deration. Thank you very nmuch.

CHAI RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Thank you, M. W] kes.
Next we have Debra Carreau

M. CARREAU. Hi . Good norning.

CHAI RMOVAN CERVENKA:  Good norning. Just a
m nute. M. Spurlock, can you then take off M. WIkes
now t hat you admtted Debra?

MS. SPURLOCK: OF course.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Thank you. Go ahead,
Ms. Carreau.

MB. CARREAU. Thank you. Thanks for the
opportunity to speak with all of you today. Also I'd
li ke to thank the Council for listening to hours of
testinony and hearing fromall of us. | think that's
really a great public service.

|'d also like to thank M. Raso. He and his workers

have been great nei ghbors. You know, we've had no issues
at all as we boat alnost daily by his current oyster bed,
and we' ve al so enjoyed nany a great neal at the Matunuck
Oyster Bar. However, we do not support the proposed
expansi on.

Over ten years ago, ny husband and | bought property
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on Prospect Road. W were attracted to the natural
environnent and the beautiful beaches of Mtunuck. CQur
greatest joy was discovering the many activities that we
coul d enbark upon on Potter Pond.

During the |l ast ten years we've clamed, crabbed,
kayaked, paddl ed, boated, swam tubed, waterskied, and
it's beautiful waters. Unfortunately, though, we've seen
t he pond environnent and the ecol ogy around the pond
change during these |l ast ten years, excessive weed
grow h, al gae bl oons and increases in clean jellyfish
have occurr ed.

In fact, on the evening of July 4, 2017 ny son was
clamm ng and was stung repeatedly by a clinging
jellyfish. | spent the night with himat the South
Ki ngst own Hospital as he was having troubl e breathing.

Later that summer there was an article in the
Provi dence Journal about the | arge nunber of individuals
who were stung in the pond. | don't know their source,
but there nay be sone correlation to oyster beds based on
sone of the limted research that |'ve done.

We' ve tubed and wat erskied in Segar Cove, enjoying
t he I ong open expanse of deep water. W have a 21-foot
boat, and we need the full expanse of the cove to

confortably pull a skier or a tuber.
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Just one mnute. | want to shut the door so you can

hear ne. M/ little dog keeps opening it.
[ PAUSE]

M5. CERREAU. W are concerned, really, that by
bui | di ng anot her oyster scallop bed in this pristine cove
wthlimt the activities that we have cone to enjoy.

The channel approaching Segar Cove is al so very narrow
and there are nany small watercrafts that go in and out
of the channel. | frequently clamthe channel area, and
al ong the shore where the proposed expansi on woul d occur
it's actually one of the richest areas to clam | would
be very concerned, as so nmany other people have comment ed
on, about the potential for boating accidents in that
channel area.

Andrew W1l kes, the first speaker, was a hundred
percent correct on the navigational aspects of the pond.
W carry a paddle with us all the tinme. As a majority of
the pond is so shallow, we sonetines run aground.

Perhaps that's not a really good commendation to ny
husband' s boating skills.

The only safe place to boat in Potter Pond is in the
channel, in Segar Cove, and in the north basin. By
approving this request, you reduce recreational

activities associated with deep water by 50 percent.
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| ask all of you making this inportant deci sion,
woul d you want this in your backyard? Wuld you want to
restrict your recreational activities because soneone
wants to nmake their business bigger, |arger, perhaps nore
profitable? | ask you to consider the residents who
enjoy these pristine waters and the i npact further
devel opnent and activities another oyster scall op bed
woul d have on the environnment and the recreational
activities we enjoy on the pond.

|"mvery sorry for all the noise in the background.
That's all | had to say, anyway. So | really appreciate
your tine. Thanks agai n.

CHAl RMOVAN CERVENKA:  Thank you, Ms. Curreau.

| just note for the record that Tony DeSi sto, our chief
| egal counsel, has joined the neeting. H Tony.

Next we have Mar k Lat ham

M5. SPURLCCK: | have a Mark on the attendees
list. Mark, if that is you, could you pl ease rai se your
hand.

[ PAUSE]

MR. LATHAM Good norni ng, everybody. Can you
hear me? (Good nor ni ng.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA: W can.

MR. LATHAM M nane is Mark Latham and in the
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next couple of mnutes what 1'd |like to cover is give you
a qui ck background on who I am and ny views and
observations of Segar Cove and talk a little bit about

t he proposed farm and then reflect on what | believe the
results and the effective outcone of that farm woul d be
on the pond if it is approved, and then tal k about a
possi bl e solution that would effectuate a sol ution for

ever ybody concer ned.

So I'm Mark Latham |I'mpart of the Lathamfamly
that lives at 298 Prospect Road. |1'm57 years old, |I'm
married, and | have six kids. |I'mpart of a famly of

four generations of Lathans that have enjoyed Segar Cove
and the use of the pond. W've been comng out to the
area for over 50 years. | counted up this norning and
was pretty wild by the fact there are 30 fam |y nenbers
over the course of the |ast 50 years that have enjoyed

t he use of that pond. And it's grow ng.

We are publically expecting grandkids at sone point
in time, and |I'msure over the next 50 years we'll be
enjoying the use of the pond. W also through the years
have had hundreds of guests, which is not an
overstatenent. Literally hundreds of guests. And we've
used the pond in a nunber of different ways, skiing,

tubi ng, sailing, paddle boarding, bare footing, sw nmm ng.
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We used to have swmraces right across the pond with a
rowboat follow ng the sw mers.

We have trenendously enjoyed the use of the pond,
and | also counted up there are 30 ot her homes which
represent 30 other famlies right on that pond, and our
famly is 30 famly nenbers, four generations. There are
30 other famlies on that pond that are the sanme as us.
So it's not a snmall group of people that are inpacted.
It's a very big group.

In addition to the 30 others right on Segar Cove,
there are 120 ot her hones, 120 other famlies all around
what | call that area the third cove, skiers pond, et
cetera, all the way around to the gut, another 120 famly
menbers, 120 famlies. No telling how many nenbers in
those famlies that woul d be effected by that. Over the
| ast 50 years, all of those fam |y nmenbers, including the
30 Lat hans, have used this pond in a nunber of different
ways and have enjoyed it trenmendously.

The proposed farmis an increase of an existing farm
on the pond which was started out, | think, and |I don't
know t he exact, | can't quote exactly. It started out as
four acres, was approved to go to seven, went to nine,
operated at nine for several years which was above what

It was supposed to be operating. It is right out in the
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m ddl e of the pond.

You can see it, and you can hear it regularly. The
boats comng in and out, the workers, the racks early
nmorning and |l ate at night. Years and years watching
t hat .

The proposed farmto increase is right out in the
m ddl e of Segar Cove on the northeast side. It's ny
estimation, and | think everybody has heard the experts
talk about it, the proposed farmw || decrease the area
of use in Segar Cove what | believe to be fairly
dramatically. That will effect hundreds of people. And
what | didn't also address is, there's hundreds of guests
that cone through the gut to use these ponds and

particularly end up in Segar Cove. So there's a |ot of

activity. The proposed farmw |l increase -- excuse ne,
wi Il decrease the size of the ability to use the
recreational area, benefitting one person. | don't know
iIf it's just one individual that will own the farm or

whet her there's two or three limted partners or what
have you, but a limted group of people wll benefit and
a huge anount of people will be effected.

In nmy opinion the results of this, having tubed
hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of tines and skied, et

cetera, that the effective result and outcone of a farm

Rebecca J. Forte Court Reporters
(401)474-8441 stenorf@gmail.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

Perry Raso - Vol. 6 - December 30, 2020

810

bei ng placed in Segar Cove will be inpairnent, inpairnent
of the use of the pond in a fairly dramati c fashi on.

That inpairment will cause the recreational area to be
reduced dranmatically.

| learned how to bare foot on that pond, | | earned
how to ski on that pond, ny kids have | earned how to sk
on that pond. There is, in the summer nonths, a great
deal of activity on that pond. | have taught a bunch of
ki ds how to ski and a bunch of kids tubing. M
experi ence has been it's a fairly dicey situation in a
wat er area that is used by a bunch of people to teach
ki ds and safely boat and tube kids, recreational
activities, when there are other boats in the area. Wen
you decrease that area where those activities wll
happen, it's going to -- in ny opinion, it's going to
I ncrease the danger of the use of that pond.

The potential danger, | forget who spoke about it,
all it's going to take is one tine in a busy sumer
weekend where a kid' s popped off the tube and a boat
cones around because it can't go through the proposed
farm goes into a ski area, that doesn't see a kid in the
wat er and the potential outcone of that is devastating.
Absol utely devastating, and is not worth that risk in ny

opi ni on.
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| do believe that the proposed solution, a proposed
sol ution, has been a | ot of discussion about all sorts of
t hi ngs and experts. | think that -- | know the area
pretty well, and in my opinion the solution is another

| ocation. Pick another location that is not going to be

effected as dramatically the effect wll be on Segar
Cove, that wll produce the sane results for the one

I ndi vidual that wll benefit from an expanded farm and
in fact, as | | ooked at the pond area, |'ve never net
M. Raso. |1've been to the restaurant. | |ove the
restaurant. W love the restaurant. | understand he
lives in the pond. I'mfairly certain which house is

his. There's a perfect spot right out in third cove or
skiers cove that could be used as an oyster farm |In
fact, as | understand, was used many, many years ago, and
that area is right in front of M. Raso's honme. And so,
what a wonderful solution that m ght be. | know that
there will be other people effected in that area, but the
little cove in front of M. Raso's house is not used to
spin skiers around because it's too snmall. There's a big
dock area jutting out in front so you really have to kind
of stay away fromthat.

My reflections are to respectfully decline this

application and to re-work a solution that m ght provide
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everybody the options they are |ooking for. | devel oped
condom niuns in a nunber of different places and have
been refused the devel opnent in areas where it just
didn't nake sense. | had to go back to ny draw ng board
and figure out an alternative |ocation, which I've done
on a nunber of occasion, and |'m suggesting that would be
t he best solution given everybody's coments and
M. Raso's intent to grow his business, which | think is
fant asti c.
| just think long term and possibly short term the
effects of an increased farm area on Segar Cove are going
to inmpair the use of that area. Hundreds of famlies,
i ke my grandparents who worked hard to buy a | ot and
then build a hone so that their famlies can enjoy that
area, the fruits of their |labor, to be inpaired by a farm
is a big issue. But nore inportantly, in this particular
i nstance | believe that the potential result is a real
danger in addition to the inpairnent.
| appreciate the opportunity to reflect and give

observations, and | thank you very nuch.

CHAI RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Thank you, M. Latham
Next we have Jane Enos.

MS. ENCS: Good nor ni ng.

CHAI RWMOVAN CERVENKA:  Good nor ni ng.
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M5. ENCS: First | would like to say thank you
very, very nuch for this opportunities. | knowit's just
amazing to be able to pull this all together and to
provide us a platformto be able to speak with you in
such a really challenging tine.

My nane a Jane Enos, ny husband is Gary Enos, and
|*'mgoing to be speaki ng on behalf of our famly. M
husband is a third-generation resi dent of Matunuck,
particularly on Potter Pond at 267 Prospect Road. And
when he and | were thinking about how to present feedback
to you and reflection to you over the |ast three years,
we've witten a nunber of letters and have parti ci pated
in the hearings. This one evening we were sitting and we
were tal king about what it nust have been |ike when his
grandparents first bought property here in 1958,
simlarly as the Lathans did, and | believe the Baccardis
did as well, and a nunber of other famlies. |nagine
1958 what this island | ooked Iike. It's just amazing to
t hi nk about .

Gary's grandparents' nane are Bud and Ann Jackson,
and they built their house in 1958 and they summered
t hroughout all of those years and then they noved in as
full-tinme residents in 1970. One of ny first experiences

wth the Enos famly, as they cone to cel ebrate so nmany
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activities here on Potter Pond, was watching an ei ght
track tape video of what it was |li ke when they were
bui | di ng the house. Just inmagine the video that you are
wat ching is yell owed, and people are wal ki ng around
really fast and waving, and the nen are all collecting
the shellfish, the wonen are setting up a huge picnic
t abl e nade out of sawhorses, and the kids are all junping
and wavi ng and, you know, wanting the attention of the
famly to see them junping off the docks. They are just
amazing nenories in 1970. |It's just amazing to think
about .

And then later with Bud's passing, Gry's
gr andnot her Ann Jackson |ived here al one for many years
as a full-time resident. And | ater her daughter Beverly
and Beverly's husband Red, as everybody called him Enos
nmoved here full-tinme in 1983. Now recreation becane so
much di fferent then because there was so nbre access to
things like sailing, a |lot nore boating, the issue of
skiing and fishing and | obstering, all of that, and
shell fishing, was really starting to really energe with
t he nunbers of people who were living here and al so the
nunbers of people who were recreating here. Sunmer
parties, birthday events. It was great. It great.

Gary's dad Red was the designated driver for all of
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us as skiers, and he would whi p us around Segar Cove |i ke
you woul dn't believe. You just had to hold on for dear
life and we all screaned with joy about it all. And ny
husband, being a farm skier, he needed every single inch
of that pond to ski. And | know the Lat hanms know that to
be true, you know, because we've all done it. But what a
bl ast. The greatest, greatest of nmenories.

And for us, when we taught our children, you know,
Segar Cove is a safe place. Because we |ive at 267
Prospect Road, we are facing the East Matunuck Beach
side. So as we're |eaving our dock and going to Segar
Cove, it's just a safe place for beginner skiers to be
able to cone hone if we needed to in a quick mnute, or
to be able to junp in the water, get them set up again,
and off they go. W had so nuch fun. So nmuch fun. So
many nenori es.

My husband has taught ny grandson how to kayak and
then to take an adult kayak and fish fromit over in that
cove. W' ve tal ked about the nunbers of types of fish
that love to cone into this pond and particularly in the
di fferent deep water coves. |It's one of the best little
pl aces to teach your kids how to fish.

Certainly along with that we had sunfish, you know,

sailing all around. It was great. And actually it is
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too shallow to sail, particularly where we are, with the
maj or shellfish farmin front of us, but we still did

t hat so nmuch and had a |l ot of fun. Paddle boardi ng,
kayaki ng. The thing with paddl e boardi ng and kayaki ng,
what's really nice about Segar Cove is if you stay al ong
the edges, the water is so clear and crisp there's so
many di fferent things that you can see and enj oy.

So living here has offered so many wonderful ,
wonder ful experiences for our famly. Even for us,
living here in the winter, though it may not be rel evant
to this conversation but it's still the personal
experience that we've had being here to see the wildlife
on the pond and to enjoy every sunset or sunrise. |It's
to be here, a part of this earth on a daily basis. It's
j ust amazi ng.

The other thing | wanted to share with you, you have
probably seen a nunber of pictures. It's of ny husband
who has a commercial shellfishing |license. And one of
his favorite spots is actually Segar Cove. And over the
| ast three years ny husband has literally dug, and |I've
asked hima hundred tines, are you sure, that's crazy, he
has literally dug over 10,000 quahogs fromthe area
that's designated to be the new Segar Cove | eased

shell fish farm
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I n previous hearings we heard that M. Raso in
col | aboration with the DEM could only find one quahog per
cubic foot. You know, that's conpletely understated.

One nore nmenory | want to share with you because
am sharing with you Qur personal nenories, as many ot her
peopl e have done as well, in hoping that you see this in
a much nore collective way is that Gary's parents and his
grandparents loved this area as deeply as we love it, and
our children love it, and our grandchildren love it. And
t hey gave us this phenonenal gift and passed it down to
us to be able to really be a part of this life that we
live here.

When Gary's father passed, |egal or not |legal, we
took his ashes and we shared themw th his very, very
speci al place that he | oved so deeply along the entire
pond, but particularly as you heard a couple of folks
say, everybody has their special spot. And so, in Segar
Cove was a special spot where his ashes were | aid.

Now, |'ve just spoken very briefly of 62 years of
nmenories of friends and famly and |[ife here where we are
full-tinme. And for us, | wanted you to think of one
man' s busi ness versus a comunity of peopl e who have
| i ved here and have recreated here on Potter's Pond, on

Segar Cove. How do you wei gh the pros and cons of nuking
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a deci sion?

Qur |ife experiences, our life nenories and nonents,
in a blink could be found not significant to one man's
busi ness adventure. |In these tines where communities
need or don't need any nore di sappoi nt ment or
I nfringement on what brings us joy, we truly hope that
you consi der our experience collectively through the good
of the nmany versus the one whose need, greed, whatever,

I s enough. As soneone said previously, it's enough.

So thank you for this time, | truly appreciate it,
and | hope you do consider the nunbers of persons who are
speaking fromthe heart about our lives and the inpact
that this can make on our lives. Thank you

CHAI R\MOVAN CERVENKA:  Thank you, Ms. Enos.
Joel Thonpson.

MR, THOWPSON: Ckay. Can everybody hear ne?

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Yes.

MR. THOMPSON: Thank you very much. |
appreci ate the opportunity to speak before the
Subcommttee. M nane is Joel Thonpson. MW w fe Jane
and | own the property at 288 Prospect Road.
Essentially, based on the various naps and figures that
had been given in previous testinony, we are about

approxi mately 600 feet fromthe proposed site.
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What | want to do is, we've been living there or
have owned the property since 2006, very nuch enjoyed it.
Also the fact that we can all ow our grandchildren to
enj oy great property, and sonewhat |ike M. Latham said,
pass it down to the generations so that people can enjoy
t he beauty of Segar Cove.

The main thing | think that | want to point out is
nore a case of not so much going through the different
t hings as far as other people have very enotionally
stated. | think what | would like to do is point out
sone things, at least that | see as far as the testinony,
both earlier ones fromthe Novenber professional
W tnesses -- or | should say the expert w tnesses, all
t he way t hrough.

| think the key thing is that what sits in ny mnd,
and things that voting nenbers of the Subconmm ttee shoul d
consider, is the fact that all the initial talks seemto
be treating Segar Cove and also wth it Potter Pond as
just one uniformed cube or whatever, discussion about
five percent, three percent, what we can cut off. |It's
one thing to say we're cutting off three to five percent
of a uniformarea. Potter Pond and Segar Cove is not a
uni form area. People have brought up the fact

differences in depths, the formof the shoreline, rocks,
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things like that, cone into play.

So |l think the thing is, at |least what | ask the
voting nenbers of the Subcommttee to take into account,
is that you' ve been hearing from people that are very
much concerned about | osing the ability to recreate on
t he pond.

If you go back to the testinony of Dr. Rice back in
| believe Novenber, sonebody asked himthe question of
was he famliar with Segar Cove. Dr. Rice said while he
was famliar -- and again, |'m paraphrasing his
testinony -- he says but | do not have the intinate
know edge that the |ocals or residents would have. |
think the key thing is that we're bringing forth to you
to take into consideration that |ocal know edge.

Also, as far as that tinme, Dr. Rheault had nmade a
statenent that it was under the control, | believe, his
words were of the sovereign. Based on the Rhode Isl and
state constitution and the guidelines that set up CRM,
keep in mnd that the sovereign are the people of the
State of Rhode Island. So it's not an individual.

Al so, as far as early testinony, Dr. Byron was
t al ki ng about the carrying capacity of the pond, both the
bi ol ogi cal and social capacity. | think, keep in mnd

there, that a |lot of talk was based on a study done in
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New Zeal and. Keep in that New Zealand is a country
approximately 100 tinmes |arger than the State of Rhode
I sland an area, but in terns of density of popul ati on,
pr obabl y about 150t h of what Rhode | sl and popul ation
density is. So keep in mnd that cones into play.

The other thing that | want to bring up is that when
we start tal king about uses, under CRMC gui del i nes Segar
Cove is designated as a Type 2 low intensity use area.
Again, it's described as an area of high scenic val ue,
supports low intensity recreation and residential use.

If you go onto -- | found a docunent that you guys have,
CRMC gui del i nes, non-regulatory findings, references and
figures from CRMC red book. Further, as far as working
wth the description of Type 2, and that's on Page 10 of
t hat docunent. |In the first subparagraph, essentially it
describes it as densely -- developers central areas abut
nmuch of the waters in this category, and here docks
activities and snmall scale alterations, again snmall scale
alterations, associated with residential waterfronts may
be suitabl e.

As property owners, we can request small scale
alterations, but in this particular case you' re talking
about taking up three areas under control of one person,

and in turn putting in safety boundaries. You are taking
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a big chunk of Segar Cove out.

As far as boat use, people have tal ked about that.
It's been docunented that on Segar Cove al one there are
26 docks. During the boating season, it has pretty nmuch
a boat on every dock, on many of the docks two boats.
Al so take into account the fact that in the nooring field
there are approximately north of 20 nporings, so at a
mnimumthere are 46 boats on Segar Cove, and there is a
| ot nore based on the fact that you al so have to take
into account the fact when we tal k about Segar Cove, you
al so are tal king about property owners on the other side,
seaweed cove up to Matunuk Point, because Segar Cove is
the recreational area for people in that area, rather
t han having to work you way through the shallow water to
get to the northern cove that everybody has been tal king
about .

So on that basis, | ask that you take these things
Into consideration when it cones tinme to vote and keep in
mnd that there's a very serious opposition. Again, it's
not an opposition to M. Raso, or his restaurant. |It's
just the fact that this is not the place that we feel
that this is correct for Segar Cove, on Segar Cove |
shoul d say.

That concl udes what | have to say, and | want to
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t hank you for giving ne the opportunity to speak. And I
wll give up at this point. Thank you.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Thank you, M. Thonpson.
We have Sophi a Wel dknecht .

MS. VWELDKNECHT: Hi. Can you guys hear ne?

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  We can.

M5. VELDKNECHT: Ckay. So ny nane is Sophia
Vel dknecht, 1'"'m 16, and | ama little nervous. | haven't
done this before. This is inportant to nme so | thought I
woul d do it.

So Matunuk is ny second hone, and | have nore
nmenories there than I can count, fromny first time
wat erskiing to ny first tine tubing, and everything in
between. M/ sister and | have explored every single inch
of that pond and have our fair share of enbarrassing
nmonents to prove it.

In ny 16 years of life | haven't skipped a sunmmer,
and | ook forward to ny tine there nore than anything
else. | count down the days until | go, and the first
jump into the pond after getting off the plane is the
best feeling in the world.

| ' ve spent hours on paddl e boards and kayaks trying
to find sonething new, and I have endl ess vi deos of

trying and finally naking it up one ski. W bring
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friends up here and have the tinme of our |ives,
absolutely crushing it on the skis and on the tube,
maki ng menories that will never ever be forgotten.
Potters Pond is an unchanging constant in ny life,
sonet hi ng that never fails to make ne happy. | |ove the

pond nore than anything and can truly say that | feel
totally and conpletely at hone the nonment | get out of
the car fromthe airport. There's no where el se that
makes me feel as content as the pond, and a new oyster
farmw |l prevent ne, as well as those | |ove, to nake
the nmenories that stay so fondly at the front of ny

t hought s.

If the farmgoes in, there are so nmany peopl e that
won't get to experience the sanme nenories that | have,

li ke alnost tipping a sailboat or riding on a jet ski for
the first time. | knowif the farmgoes in, it wll be
extrenely dangerous for when we go in that area if we
fall and get caught under the water.

There are so nany things that | never would have
done if it hadn't been for the pond, and ny heart breaks
to think that I mght not be able to relive the things
that | love to do or that I could be losing the thing |
| ove t he nost.

Thank you for your tine.
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CHAI RMOVAN CERVENKA: Thank you. | amglad you
deci ded to speak. | have a 15-year-old, and |I'm al ways
trying to get her to do these public speaking events. So
| admre you for doing that.

MS. VWELDKNECHT: Thank you.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  All right. Thanks. |
t hi nk we have anot her nenber of your famly. Jess --

M5. VWELDKNECHT: | figured | would nove the
canera over. Does that work?

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Yes.

MS. VELDKNECHT: So just for frane of
reference, ny nane is Jessica Wl dknecht. | have been
com ng to Matunuck, Rhode Island every single year for
the past 47 years. M first trip there was when | was
six months old. | have spent summers, wnters, falls,
springs in various |locations all over Prospect Road. But
really nore than that, | think ny daughters, ny husband
and | consider that whole area our second hone. This is
wher e generati on upon generation have | earned how to
swm we've | earned how to quahog, we've | earned how to
tube. M girls have |l earned how to fish, they have
| ear ned how to kayak, sail, et cetera. Most inportantly,
they've really |l earned how to enjoy all the beautiful

things that nature has to offer, |ike watching the
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wildlife, and we've watched the osprey nest over the
years. |It's been really, really fun for us.

Many years ago, | canme to Matunuk and noticed that
we were not able to go to what we call the flats at the
time. |'msure that people are locals know that the
flats where we used to go quahog and take kayak ri des,
since we noticed that that area was now dangerous and
pretty nmuch off limts due to the oyster farmthat was
being built ridiculously large at the tine. It was quite
a shock to everyone around us that it canme up in a short
period of tinme without nmany of the |ocals even know ng
about it. The cages, the buoys, the nets were kind of an
ugly site to ook at fromwhat used to be a rea
beautiful area. And now it's dangerous for those of us
who wanted to use the pond for recreational activities
all year round.

Furt hernore, and one thing that wasn't brought up
was, | think it was brought up nmaybe once that the
farmers at tines like to play |oud nusic on the barge
whil e working there which really sort of kills the whole
serenity and peaceful environment of that area. |f and
when that woul d happen in the proposed farm | don't
know, but it really puts a danper when you're listening

to loud, |oud nusic comng off the barges.
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Anyway, as you heard before, ny daughter Sophia, she
consi ders Matunuck and Segar Cove really their second
hone. We've been there every year since they were born.
Last sumer we spent careless hours with friends and
fam |y doi ng hundreds of things on the water at different
times of the day. W' ve taught our daughters the
I mportance of actually splashing when they fall off their
ski s because of the anpbunt of boats that are com ng
t hrough there so that they are safe and they keep
t hensel ves safe. So when they splash falling off their
skis, the jet ski, kayaks to let other recreational users
know we are there and they need to be safe.

It's really engrained in all of the adults and
especially into the kids in that area that we need others
to know that we're in the water so not to run us over.
That's just life at Segar Cove and they all have been
taught to do that which kind of tells you the anpunt of
kids that are in there at that area.

So fast forward to where we are now. Wiy it's
I mportant for nme to say sonething about this new proposed
farmand |l ocation, I"'mreally -- nmy heart is comng from
the heart of a nom of two young daughters who use that
water all the tine.

|'ve listened to M. Raso's testinony. |'ve heard
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himsay that he's lived in the area and on Segar Cove for
years, and that he rarely sees any recreational activity
on the pond. For sonmeone who has spent countl ess hours
on the pond, visiting his oyster farm and the new
proposed | ocation, he knows that that is not true. And
that in itself worries nme because he knows that this

pl ace is used all the tine.

If you were to sit on a dock at Segar Cove and vi deo
from8 to 7, you would probably see at least 10 to 20
different boats a day being used for all kinds of
activity, usually with young children being towed,
fishing, sw nmm ng, everywhere. And when | say
everywhere, | nean everywhere. It is all over the pond.

Peopl e come fromall over the East COAST to use that
area. They rent or buy hones on Segar Cove because it's
one of the few ponds where these activities happen. The
option of water sports happening on the north cove or
third cove, | don't know what they actually call it, what
the real name of it is, it is increasingly difficult as
it's nore crowded than ever before. So if you have tried
to ski there, it is too crowded or busy with anchored
boats, partying, fishing, and all that kind of stuff.

Anyway, the water on Segar Cove is a public pond for

everybody to use and enjoy. Putting the farmthere is
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going to be an unacceptabl e tradeoff, giving exclusive
use to one business at the expense of the public's
general use and enjoynent of that pond.

| f the application goes through, thousands of |ocals
tourists will lose what's nost inportant to all of us in
this area, a serene, beautiful spot where Kkids,

t eenagers, adults can have fun on the water, nake

countl ess nenories. And really for us nons, | don't want
to worry about maj or danger factors due to the decrease

i n space on the pond. The countless nets and buoys under
wat er, floating cages, Segar Cove has a really narrow
entrance as it is. So the anopunt of boats comng in and
out daily with oyster farm workers and on the Matunuck
Oyster Bar tours that | know happen on these | arge
barges, which are offered to clients of M. Raso's
restaurant year round, is only going to bring nore

di sruption, noise and significant increased danger to all
of us who use that area.

As a not her of these two young daughters, and |'ve
got ni eces and nephews, I"'mterrified to let themuse it.
As you all know, there's been a great deal of conflict
and the farmis not even there yet. The Town voted
unani nously to oppose it. Rhode |Island Marine Fisheries

coul d not even vote to approve it. The |ocal
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conservati on conm ssion voted against it. And the

resi dents and ot her users of Segar Cove are against it as
denonstrated by all the letters of opposition that you
have recei ved.

So, therefore, |I'masking you to pl ease not |let the
farm destroy what so many generati ons have enjoyed over
all the years. | ask that you please stop renoving
public property for public business and private wealth.
We know that there are other areas that would be better
for this proposed farm | ask that you please | ook into
t hose.

M. Raso once said, and | quote, "I'mworried about
ny own busi ness, but ny business relies on the community.
It's part of ny business to help the conmunity when I

can. End quot e.

So, Commttee, we're just asking you that you pl ease
find it in your hearts to help us now and keep this pl ace
what it's been generation after generation. It's a place
we | ove and we want to use, and as a nom a place that |
want to keep safe for ny girls to be able to go out there
and ski and have fun and nake nenories for their own kids
and for future generation.

Thanks again for listening to us. I'msitting

right now in Colorado, and it's 16 degrees bel ow zero.
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So thinking of Potter Pond right now is making ne
extrenely happy.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  All right. Stay warm
Thank you for your comments.

MS. VWELDKNECHT: Thank you.

CHAI R\MOVAN CERVENKA:  Ed St apans.

MS. SPURLCCK: Madam Chair, | don't see an Ed
Stapans on the list. Ed, if are you there can you pl ease
rai se your hand.

CHAI RWOVAN CERVENKA: Any hand?

M5. SPURLCCK: No, | don't see anyone.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  We' Il nove on from Ed
Stapans. |If he is in the audi ence or conmes back in, he

can raise his hand and indicate that he'd |li ke to speak.

MR, CAPI ZZO. Madam Chair, | believe he nay be
on the phone. I'mnot sure if we have any individuals on
t he phone, Brittany.

M5. SPURLOCK: Ckay. |If you are on the phone,
Ed, you can press star 9 to raise your hand. There is
one phone nunber on there.

[ PAUSE]
M5. SPURLCCK: | don't see anything.
CHAI RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Are you receiving sonme

conmuni cation, M. Capizzo, from M. Stapans?
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MR CAPI ZZO No. | just received a text
saying that he nay be participating via phone.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Okay. Well, we can | et
hi m back in if he joins at a later time. He's just going
to lose his place. Mving on to Becky Durkin.

M5. SPURLOCK: Becky, if you are there, could
you pl ease raise your hand. | don't have anyone rai sing
t heir hand, Madam Chair.

CHAI RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Again, Ms. Durkin or
anyone who knows her, she can still participate. She'll
just go to the end of the line. Cynthia Larned.

M5. SPURLOCK: W don't have a Cynthia on the
attendee's |ist.

CHAI R\MOVAN CERVENKA: Ckay. Moving on to Chris
Roebuck. M. Roebuck, can you pl ease rai se your hand.

M5. SPURLOCK: Again, Madam Chair, | don't have
anybody with that nane on the attendee's name.

CHAI R\MOVAN CERVENKA:  Ckay. Before we break
today, I'll go back and check to see if these people show
up, and if we have sone tine, give them an opportunity or
put themon the list for a session if we need to have
anot her sessi on.

Next is Nessa Ri chman.

M5. SPURLOCK: Nessa, if you are there can you
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pl ease rai se your hand. W don't have anyone.

CHAl RWNOVAN CERVENKA: Carole Rollins. H,
Ms. Rollins.

M5. ROLLINS: H . You got sonebody, you guys.

CHAI RWOVAN CERVENKA: | was beginning to worry.
Ckay, you're up.

M5. ROLLINS: There | am Howis that? H.
My nane is Carole Rollins. Thank you for hearing ny
testinony today. | ama resident of Rhode Island, and we
have a honme on Park Avenue. W had that hone for about
60 years. Park Avenue is down at the south end of the
cove. W also have a nooring there, and we've had t hat
nooring there for 60 years as wel |.

| spent every summer of ny |life on Segar Cove and
still do. Playing in the cove at such a young age and
recreating on the cove, doing all the activities that so
many of the other people who had their testinonies have
done, it has really fornmed and hel ped create who | am
t oday.

Actually, it actually has chosen ny profession and
hel ped me do that. What | nmean by that is, | am an
educator. So through ny education, | ama teacher of
25 years plus in public school, and | possess a nmaster's

degree in environnental education. So it's safe to say
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that | do have a strong connection with the natural
wat ers and coastlines and environnent of Rhode I sl and,
especially at Segar Cove, since that's where | grew up.

Well, in nmy opinion, recreation is the best form of
education. Wth 25 years of teaching, |I've taught a w de
vari ety of students, frominner city to people in all
wal ks of Iife. And | can say for certain that the one
thing | do knowis that children do | earn the best by
exploring the natural world and | earning with nud under
their fingernails and salt in their hair.

So a funny story is when Perry was doing his
graduate work, | was working at a classroomin East
Greenwi ch, and one of Perry's requirenents was to cone
and speak in a classroom And Perry cane to ny
classroom so | do know Perry very, very well. | respect
Perry for all that he does for us.

But, much like all of us, Perry was once a child.

He expl ored the back pond, he dug for clans, he practiced
safe boating and skills, all of which would lead himto
formhis education. First he recreated. Then he took it
further and got an education around that, which then he
started the Matunuck Oyster Bar, and it's a wonderf ul

pl ace that represents our small Rhode |sland beach town

on a world stage. And for that thank you, Perry, for al
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that you do. W really appreciate it.

But then there conmes a tine when the use of our salt
ponds for profit can burden the original purpose for
preserving these pristine habitats. So as a resident of
Rhode Island and the United States, like all of our
citizens, we are entitled to enjoy and recreate and
cherish our waterways as part of the public trust.

It is the idea that the public |lands are for just
that, the public. This is the reason why people |iKke
Perry have grown up to do what they do, because it's open
to the public. It's the very reason why all of us Rhode
| sl anders have such a strong culture surroundi ng the
wat er and the ocean, and that's why we all enjoy the
Ccean State.

So it's inportant to recogni ze that taking away a
pl ace to recreate is |ike taking away the opportunity for
future generations to educate thenselves. W0 knows,
maybe that little girl who started that waterskiing w ||
grow up to be the next Jacques Cousteau or Theodore
Roosevelt or Perry Raso. W0 knows.

My sons have grown up safely skiing, tubing,
fishing, clamm ng on Segar Cove and now both of those
boys recreated and then educated thensel ves and now t hey,

too, work on the Rhode Island waterfront. They give back
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to the community that they know and | ove. They recreated
first, which led themto a higher education about that
area, and now they thensel ves work. They give back to

t he community, and they influence other people to
under st and the wonders of our beautiful waters.

Recreation is education. |It's plain, it's sinple.
Take away our ability to safely use Segar Cove, it's
suppressing the future of all of our Rhode Isl and
residents to educate thenselves. So | hope the community
thinks a bit nore about what is really happeni ng here.
It's not solely about the radius of a ski rope or the
percentage of the pond that Perry can access. This is
about the true nature of what it neans to live in
Mat unuk, and Rhode | sl and, and access wat erways t hat
gener ati ons before us have had to access and that future
generations are really entitled to access.

So if you're sitting on the panel today and you
really haven't spent a summer in Segar Cove, you really
should. You'll get a firsthand education of why so many
people are testifying how special it is. And if you
haven't done that, you should, and you should actually
take a mnute to understand why all of the residents are
defending this particular area. It's not about the

profit. It really is about the people.
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Sol'dlike to |l eave you with a quote froma very
famous environnental i st and steward of natural world,
Theodor e Roosevelt. So Theodore quot es:

"Here is our country. Cherish these natural
wonders. Cherish the natural resources. Cherish the
hi story and romance as a sacred heritage for your
children and your children's children. Do not |et
selfish nen or greedy interest skimyour country of its
beauty, its riches or its ronance."”

So | am asking the panel today to really | ook at al
of the testinony and all of the wonderful people who have
enj oyed Segar Cove and know that it is a special place
and that it's worth spending a sumer there.

Thank you.

CHAI RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Thanks, Ms. Rollins.

MS. ROLLINS: Wel cone.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  We have Cheryl Tw ss.

M5. TWSS: Good norning, everyone. 1|Is ny
audi o on?

CHAI RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Perf ect.

M5. TWSS: Thank you. | really would like to
extend ny appreciation for this opportunity to speak to
t he Coastal Resource Management Conmmittee on behal f of

t he expansion of the farm and on behalf of Perry Raso.
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| listened this norning to very passionate pleas and
very heartfelt stories froma nunber of residents that
surround the pond and that have been long-tine residents
and really appreciate the natural beauty, the ability to
have recreation in Rhode |Island, and | can appreciate
t hei r passi on.

My perspective is going to be a little bit different
this norning than what you' ve heard so far.

First, allow me to expl ain. I am the vice-president
of sales for Newport Hospitality. Newport Hospitality is
a desti nati on managenment conpany. Qur role is to partner
Wi th our hospitality industry, to bring events and
activities, particularly in the corporate nmarket here to
Rhode Island. So ny role in hospitality is the pronotion
of Rhode | sl and, the passion for Rhode Island, the
resources, what we have, and Matunuck Oyster Farm and
Perry's passion for farmng industry sets into that role.

|*ve known Perry professionally for probably over
ten years now. I'ma little surprised to hear the
obj ecti ons based on the feeling of the residents that his
sole notivation is for profit and that it is to put noney
in his pocket and that would be the only reason to expand
this farm That has not been ny experience at all. 1'd

| i ke to speak about Perry and the farm from sever al
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different angl es.

My experience with Perry has been as an
entrepreneur. He's been a trenendous enbassador
for Rhode Island and the fishing industry, and he's al so
been a phenonenal educator, and so many of the clients
that | brought to Rhode |Island have | earned so nuch from
hi m

So when you learn Perry's story, and he tells you
his story, he is a very hunble plan, and he starts out
wi th his passion for quahoggi ng and selling quahogs for
$50 a bucket and going to school and | earni ng about
aquacul ture and then applying for a grant fromthe State
of Rhode Island to start this farm ng busi ness, he al ways
tells the story that he never intended to get into the
restaurant business. He purchased the dock to be able to
farm

So | really believe if you get to know him and you
get to know his point of view and where he's coming from
that is his core and that is his passion.

| have just been anmazed at his entrepreneurshi p and
t he way he has expanded and brought Rhode | sland front
and center in the aquaculture and the oyster farm ng
i ndustry through the barge tours, through educati on,

through the restaurant. It is a phenonenal restaurant in
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Rhode | sl and, one of the best, and really speaks to the
things we all |love - fresh | ocal seafood, why that's
i mportant, why it's inportant for himto enploy people in
the farm in the restaurant and throughout. [It's just so
i mportant.

And you all know that this year has particularly
devastated our industry and devastated the hospitality
I ndustry due to the pandemc, so we really | ook forward
to the return of tourismand hospitality. And with that,
Perry has really been an enbassador for farm ng for Rhode
| sl and.

|*ve known nmany tines where he's gone off to speak,
and he's gone off to speak in other countries. He's
brought in students and brought them out on the barge to
teach them about oyster farmng. | brought clients out
on the barge, and the experience is so personal and
phenonenal. People that have the ability to travel all
over the world and experience all kinds of experiences
are truly in awe when he junps off the barge and pulls up
the oysters and allows themto | ook, see, touch, feel and
really understand the inportance of the farm ng.

| think by speaking, he really is an enbassador for
Rhode | sl and, and the education that he provides, that to

nme has been the nost inportant thing. | have never felt
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t hat he has done these tours for profit. It's always
been about the education first, and we have al ways

i ncor porated an educati onal conponent before we even get
out to see the farm

| think that is so inportant not only for WNatunuk,
but also for the fishing industry which is very prom nent
in Galil ee and New Bedford. People don't realize the
anount of seafood that conmes out of our |ocal region, and
Perry is really responsible for pronoting that.

So | really understand, | understand the passion of
the residents that want to continue. | know Perry wl|l
ensure that everything is safe. M understanding is that
t he Segar Cove area woul d only be about one percent the
pond area. There still seens |like there could be a way
to have sufficient bal ance between the farm and between
recreational use of the residents.

| know |'ve been out there many tines on tours
different days of the week, different tinmes of the day.
It's always very pristine, always very quiet. H's
enpl oyees are always very respectful while they are
farmng and while they are working out there. | really
think that there can be a bal ance between the residents'
desires for recreational farm ng on a seasonal basis and

what Perry brings to the table as an entrepreneur, as an
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enbassador, and as an educator for this industry.
| really appreciate the opportunity to speak today.
Thank you very nuch.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Thank you, Ms. Tw ss.
Tommy Lockwood i s next.

M5. SPURLOCK: M. Lockwood, if are you there
coul d you pl ease rai se your hand.

[ PAUSE]

M5. SPURLCCK: | don't see anyone on that |ist
for Tonmmy Lockwood, Madam Chair.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Okay. Wl liam
DeMagi stris. | mspronounced that before.

M. SPURLOCK: WIlliam if you are there could
you pl ease raise your hand. | do not have himon ny
attendees list, Madam Chair.

CHAI RWOVAN CERVENKA:  There was soneone | ast
time wwth the sane | ast nane, exact sane nanme. |It's

possi bl e he has al ready spoken. So we npbve on to Ben

W | kes.

M5. SPURLCCK: | have a Matthew W1 kes on the
attendees list. Could that be Ben? If it is, could you
pl ease raise your hand. | don't think it's the sane
per son.

CHAl RMOVAN CERVENKA:  Ed W obel .

Rebecca J. Forte Court Reporters
(401)474-8441 stenorf@gmail.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

Perry Raso - Vol. 6 - December 30, 2020

843

M5. SPURLOCK: Thank you. Ed?

MR. WROBEL: Good norning. Can you hear ne?

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA: W can.

MR, WROBEL: Thank you. First of all, thanks
for the opportunity to speak with everyone. To be
respectful of everyone's tine, |I'll keep ny coments
brief. | recognize ny comments wll be repetitive, but I
do think it's inportant to register themto help the

Subcomm tt ee under st and how broad the concerns are.

For the record, | don't know any of the intervenors.
For that matter, | don't know any of those naking public
comments. | devel oped these thoughts independently

before this all began, and it's just very clear that all

of our concerns are entirely consistent.

| live on Potters Pond, Peninsula Road. |'m not on
Segar Cove but on the adjacent cove. |It's called Seaweed
Cove. | do use Segar Cove regularly. | consider nyself

a direct observer, and ny observations on the use of
Segar Cove are very nmuch in line with that descri bed by
the intervenors, described by the public coments that
you' ve heard so far. It is used very regularly by the
public and, frankly, is inconsistent with what M. Raso's
testinony was. It gets a | ot of use.

It focuses on the point there again are only these
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two areas with deep water navigable for powerboats, for
sail boats. | use it regularly nyself and ny famly and
our friends for boating, skiing, tubing, paddle boarding,
swimm ng. And whether it's tubing, paddle boarding or
even just leisurely boating and hangi ng out, we often
find ourselves in that specific area of the proposed
farm

If there are skiers and tubers in the center, you
need to stay out of the center of the cove. |It's kind of
a safe place to be. Plus it's sinply a pleasant area to
be to enjoy the scenery and wildlife and so forth.
Tubing and so forth, | tow ny grandson in the tube. It's
the cl osest one. The third cove is often busy, the
northern cove as you' ve been heari ng about.

From a practical standpoint, the proposed farm woul d
just make the use for tow ng sports inpractical and I
agree, a potentially dangerous one. | heard earlier.
Agai n, | devel oped these thoughts on ny own, and it's
very cl ear that many people share that sane concern.

Wth having a nine-year-old grandson, |I'mgoing to
be very reluctant to use that cove. The first tine a
child or a teenager or an adult for that matter falls off
a tube and falls into the apparatus, it's going to be

real |y unfortunate.
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| think, again, froma practical standpoint the
anal ysi s concluded one |less skier is the only inpact. |
don't think that is accurate. Again, for those who are
concerned about safety, it really effectively elimnates
the use of that cove. Some will use it, but with
I ncreased risk is what the issue is.

| al so want to enphasi ze the entrance to the cove,
it isrelatively narrow It wll have work boats, not
just the farmitself, but work boats com ng and goi ng.
So that will have an inpact on the cove as well.

Li ke so many others, |'m supportive of Perry's
restaurant, of his current operation. W support the
| ocal business. | appreciate you ve got a difficult job
deci ding on the bal ance. There's been a | ot of
di scussi on about bal ance, and there's a requirenent for
bal ance. So | just suggest that with the existing
seven-acre farmthat's there and the associ ated work, we
have sone | evel of bal ance now. And expanding that, the
addition of this newfarm would decidedly tip the
bal ance in favor of one individual at the expense of the
publ i c.

So | strongly oppose the expansion. | urge this
body to reject the proposal, and | do thank you for

taking the tine. | appreciate it.

Rebecca J. Forte Court Reporters
(401)474-8441 stenorf@gmail.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

Perry Raso - Vol. 6 - December 30, 2020

846

CHAl RMOVAN CERVENKA: Thank you, M. Wobel.
It's 11:31, and | said that we would take a ten-m nute
break about hal fway through. So before we do that, |
notice in the chat that sonmeone had asked about
subm tting comment other than through the chat feature.
Correct ne if I"'mwong, M. WIIlis, but can this
I ndi vi dual or anyone el se who's on today submt witten
comment and e-nail it to the agency?
MR WLLIS: Yes, that's correct, Madam Chair
CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA: Okay. That shoul d be
t oday, correct?
MR. WLLIS: As soon as possible, that's
correct.
CHAl R\MOVAN CERVENKA: Ckay. Can you just, for
t he benefit of the attendees, tell them what that e-nmai
address is?
MR WLLIS: Sure. The quickest one would be
Cstaf f 1@RMC. Rl . gov.
CHAI R\MOVAN CERVENKA: Thank you. Ckay, so it's
11:32. Let's just plan to conme back at 11:45. 1'd ask
everyone just to nmute, turn off their cameras, but don't
sign off because | want to be able to pick back up fairly
qui ckly. Thank you
[ RECESS WAS TAKEN OFF THE RECORD FROM 11: 35 TO 11: 46]
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CHAl R\MOVAN CERVENKA: | think we can start up
again. Back on the record at 11:46. The next person on
our list is Denise D Magistris.

M5. SPURLOCK: Madam Chair, there's Tommy
Lockwood. He had noted in the chat that he is now
avai |l able. He was having trouble getting on.

CHAl RAMOVAN CERVENKA:  All right. |Is there also
a Denise D Magistris, or is that the same thing wth
WIIlianf

M5. SPURLCCK: | think it would be the sane
with WIliambecause | don't see anybody on the
attendee's list wwth that nane, first or |ast.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA: I f there is a Denise out
there wwth that sane | ast nane, you can rai se your hand.
First we'll take Tommy Lockwood. H, M. Lockwood.

MR LOCKWOCD: How are you guys?

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Good. Go ahead.

MR, LOCKWOOD: | recognize a lot of you from
dealing with ny marina across the street fromPerry, so
I"'mpretty famliar wwth the way CRMC respects the
environnent, and | know that M. Raso feels the sane way.

| live on Matunuck pond. There is no other person
whose eyesi ght sees his current farmbetter than ne. |

amdirectly there. | have three neighbors that are in
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the sane predicanent as nme, but we are truly the people
that are closest to the current farm

The farmis 100 percent not a safety concern, so you
have to take that off the table. Nobody is falling off a
jet ski and hurting thensel ves because of the farm
Nobody is falling off a kayak or a paddl e board, and the
farmis actually doing danage to them That's absurd.
The farmitself, the apparatus used, they are safe.
There's no question about that. |f people are concerned
about the location of the farm or other avenues, you can
address that. But safety is absolutely not one. That
shoul d not be a concern at all.

The issue is envy. Very sinple. Not in ny

backyard. People don't want that for that reason, and

that's wong. It is in ny backyard, and it's a beautiful
thing. It's soothing. 1It's a nice piece of the pond.
You know, |'ve been here a long time. People on Potters

Pond, we have had al gae bl oons in the past 15 years and
there are a | ot of septics on Potters Pond that are not
up to date. There's a lot that are not the new bottom of
the sand filter systens which you guys recommend. So
there's a lot of old septics and a | ot of old 55-gallon
drunms on sone of these houses that |eads directly into

the pond, and that's a big problem W see that al gae
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bl oom But since Perry's farmit's | essened.

Now, in the |ast few years since he has grown, it's
| essened even nore. W virtually don't get that sane
| evel of al gae bloomthat we used to. Now, oysters are
filter feeders. There is huge benefits to that. But
unl ess you're sitting on your deck like I am | ooking out
into the water, nmaybe you don't realize it quite as nuch,
but those oysters are doing a great service to our pond
so we definitely want to keep these.

| agree with sonme the other comments that it can get
to a point where it's invasive and takes over the pond,
and | agree with that. But the small percentages that
we're tal king about here are mnimal in scope. It
doesn't affect anything. | just personally, nore than
anyone else you wll talk to in that particul ar cove,
it's a straight shot fromour house. W go every day.
Paddl e board, kayaks, nore than anyone. | know that and
| can say that confidently because we are in that cove
every single day.

Where the farmis proposed is a great spot, and the
engi neers that designed that did a good job because it is
out of the way. That portion of that particul ar cove
does not get a lot of use. |It's over near the corner.

There's actually, well, | want to say probably six or
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seven eel traps and -- traps that have buoys that have
been over in that section for years. So a lot of the jet
ski ers and when we go waterskiing and watercrafts, a | ot

of those people stayed away fromthat side anyway. You

can still fit one group of boats on the top end, one
group of boats down the north end. You can still do
that, and it doesn't cause a big problem It really
doesn't. So you have to understand that.

The nmain issue here is location, and they did a
great job. So I can't -- | would hope that you woul d
vote clearly in favor of it. It helps |ocal business.
nean, as a taxpayer | want to see that tax revenue stay
there, that tax base stay there. M. Raso did a great
job in learning as nuch about oysters as anybody possibly
coul d, and he shouldn't be puni shed by being able not to
expand because of sone people that don't understand the
concept of actually what's going on.

Everyone has the sane opportunity. Anybody can go
out and get a lease, or try to get a |lease, try to get
the grow ng potential, be an oyster farner. That's open
to all of us as Rhode Island citizens. W all have that
right. W can take all the necessary steps. Now, it's
not an easy road, and there's a | ot of education that

went into it, but for M. Raso to get to where he has, he
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shoul dn't be punished at all.

| nmean, the ability for himto expand does all good
t hings. There are no negative influences here at all.
The nmain thing again is you have to be very clear of the
safety issue because there is not one. You have to be
clear on the inportance of keeping a | ocal food source
from Rhode |Island here. That's very inportant for us,
and we need to have that and we need to keep that
sustainability, and M. Raso just does a fantastic job so
there's only positive comments here. That's all | can
say.

Thank you very nmuch for your tinme. | appreciate it.

CHAI RMOVAN CERVENKA: Thank you, M. Lockwood.
Brittany, did we determne that there is no Denise
Di Magi stris?

M5. SPURLCCK: |'ve been | ooking for her on
that list, Madam Chair, and |I still do not see her.

CHAl R\MOVAN CERVENKA: Ckay. Next we w |l have
Phil Capal di .

MR. CAPALDI: M nane is Phil Capaldi, and |
live at 15 Baneberry Trail in Saunderstown, Rhode I sl and.
My objection to the | ease is not one of nepotism The
sanme argunents cone up all the tinme regardi ng aquacul ture

| ease and its social carrying capacity. | amnot a
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tuber. I'mnot a waterskier, | ama non-riparian right
| and owner. | ama recreational fin fisherman. M
recreational use in Segar Cove | cannot prove. | fish at
dawn and dusk, not at high noon. | have never seen the
applicant on the water, but | do believe that he uses the

pond. H's footprints are clearly visible. Mne are not.

The | ease space in Segar Cove, if devel oped, wll be
gone forever. |It's not a sinple noney -- pot or a --
trap. It will be gone for recreational use forever.

Did M. Rheault turn in his aquaculture | ease? No.
He sold the | ease. Has any |ease in Rhode |Island been
returned to public use? No. This acreage in Segar Cove
will be gone. A lease is for 15 years. There's only one
time to object when the public discovers that a | ease
application has been applied for. The onus is on the
public. Once an area of state subnerged land is
devel oped, it will never return to public use. |'mnot
allowed in the process to object to a renewal or a sale.
The public, the non-riparian right public, the
non-represented by a | awer public objects to this | ease.

Let's talk about the regulations. Section 1.3.5 in
t he CRMC Red Book, general policies Nunber 1: "The
primary goal of all Council efforts is to preserve and

where ever possible restore the scenic value of the
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coastal region."” That's your charge.

The Marine Fisheries Advisory Panel ended in a tie
regardi ng the proposal. Dave Mointe eloquently said it
conflicted with fin fishing. That's in the regul ations.
That's not sentinental value. That is in the
regul ati ons.

| was at that neeting. | was at nany of the
nmeetings since 2017 in person. This acreage is used by
recreational fin fishernen. 1It's not shifting feet and
inches. It's the entire lease. There's the letter
speaking for this in the file. 1'm hoping you | ooked
exactly at the file. [|I'mnot sure what is the E packet.
A hooded hooked fish won't stay in the |lane as a
suggest ed boater would have to do to navigate the | ease.
I know from experience, no one in their right mnd goes
anywhere near an aquaculture | ease because it's out of
respect to the grower. They don't know if they are there
trying to steal oysters. So everybody steers clear of
t hat .

That space wll be gone forever. The South
Ki ngst own wat erfront panel have reservations. The
applicant |lanents the fact that he wasn't made aware of
that neeting. Wre the coastal honmeowners invited to

I nspect the aquaculture seat on site when the applicant
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placed it? Wre they invited to go to place the buoys
wth M. Beutel and M. Raso, or to do the shellfish
sanple with M. Beutel and M. Raso? The answer is no.

Segar Cove was buoyed off and cl ai ned and seal ed as
a done deal between a friendship well-docunmented over
their careers. Wen the public did see the potenti al
| ease, they responded in opposition through the sane
process that CRMC outli nes.

Back to the regul ati ons. Recreational use and
sceni ¢ beauty have nonetary val ue that far exceeds the
noney generated by state aquacul ture. Recreational use
and sceni ¢ beauty.

URI puts the revenue from 2016 at $311 million. |If
t he governor woul d gi ve pause to that fact, she would
under st and and she has shown that recreational use and
sceni c beauty are a key elenent to the green econony.
The applicant's donations to date, $4,450 to
Ms. Rai nondo, places CRMC in the mddle for sure. And
remenber, this space will be gone forever.

If I wanted to, | would happily purchase a
three-acre | ease for the anmount of an application, but
you can't do that because you have to use it. There are
people in N nigret Pond and Snug Harbor Marina, they

tried to do that for Ninigret, buy the |land and not use
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it. You can't do it. That's in the regul ati ons.

Ckay. Category B requirenents. 1E, that has to
deal with land of critical concern. This property, the
property that's directly east of the proposed site, is
classified as a land of critical concern. This |lease, if
allowed to develop, wll go frommnimal disturbance to
constant disturbance. As stated fromthe hours, even
people were at the | ease yesterday in the winter, so it's
all seasons.

The | andowner is under restrictions, the people that
own the property that abut the | and of critical concern.
But nowis there an exception to the aquaculture | ease,
an exception to the CRMC s rul es?

1G and 1H None of the expert w tnesses were asked
about the sedinents that fall directly beneath the site
of these water cleaners or a habitat that may be
negati vely i npacted by shellfish feces. Oysters are
| i vestock. They do shit in the water. There's no
question in 1K that the floating gear and daily activity
Wil result in substantial adverse scenic inpact.

And finally, the high tenperature threshold and | ow
oxygen | evel content during the sumer nonths nake Segar
Cove non-conducive for bay scallops. He tried it once.

It didn't work. It's been on the decline since 1970.

Rebecca J. Forte Court Reporters
(401)474-8441 stenorf@gmail.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

Perry Raso - Vol. 6 - December 30, 2020

856

VWhat wi || happen to Segar Cove if this wll becone
M. Raso's deep water winter storage site for the
exi sting |l ease? He |oses oysters when there's harsh
winters. A deep water site helps mtigate this.
Let's call it what it is. Ckay?

Finally, perhaps instead of devel oping the shared
space so close to a land of critical concern, and that's
desi gnated by CRMC, the applicant could help preserve
t hi s amazi ng natural space for recreational use.

Thi nk of the positive PR that Segar Cove
conservation area brought to you by Matunuck Oyster Bar
and its native son, Perry Raso.

| have objected to this |lease since | first sawit.
I'"'meight mnutes in. | no |longer go to the Matunuck
Oyster Bar, and | discourage as nmany people as | can not
to go. Thank you.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Thank you, M. Capal di.
Jani ce Loiselle. Janice, can you hear us? Can you turn
your video on. |If you're having problens connecting, can
you indicate that in the chat function.
[ PAUSE]
CHAl RAWMOVAN CERVENKA: | think we're going to
pass over Janice Loiselle for the nonent because it

appears that she's having sone computer problenms. So
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we'll cone back to you, Janice, before we concl ude.

M. SPURLOCK: It |looks |like she's going to try
anot her conmputer. She's having trouble.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  But | don't want to wait
for that. W can cone back to her. Let's go to Karl
Wadenst ei n.

M5. SPURLOCK: Karl, if you are there, could
you pl ease rai se your hand.

[ PAUSE]

M5. SPURLCCK: | don't have anybody rai sing
t heir hand, Madam Chair.

CHAI RWOVAN CERVENKA:  What about Tom Ceri 0?
M. Cerio?

MR CERIO Hello. AmIl on?

CHAl RAOMVAN CERVENKA:  You are. You're on. W

can see you and we can hear you.

MR CERIO Whnderful. | amTom Cerio. | live
at 95 A d Succotash Road since 2004. |I'ma huge fan of
Perry Rasso and enjoy his restaurant a great deal. He

has been a great nei ghbor for a long, long tine.

For me, I'mvery nmuch in favor of a scallop farm
You know, nmore farmng on the pond for nme is nmuch better
than nore jet skis, nore powerboats. You know, it's

great that everybody can have fun with their jet skis and
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tubing. It's terrific. But sitting right at the nouth
of looking at it, Chaplin Cove, it's |ike a runway
t hrough here in the sumertinme. Jet skis are flying by,
boats are flying by. For ne, you know, less is nore in
that regard. | don't think we need nore jet skis.
don't think we need nore powerboats. | just nuch prefer
nore sustainable farmng. | think that brings trenendous
value to our community and to the people on the pond.

| get people. | get it that people want to go out
and enjoy the pond and zoom around, but it just doesn't
make sense to ne. You know, what nakes sense to ne is
nore farm ng, you know. And the fact is Perry is in
conpliance. | find himto be very responsible. W've
been tal king about this for years. | also own property
on Ninigret Pond, and | watched the farners devel op that
and it's been absolutely wonderful for the hone on that
pond. It's right on the pond. So for ne, it's very,
very sinple. You know, |ess noise pollution, |ess water
pollution, less air pollution is a good thing. And nore
farm ng and oysters and scall ops, you know, | think
really, really benefits us as a community big tine. So
tonme it's very, very sinple.

Perry is in conpliance, you know, and | think he's

done a |l ot of due diligence on the positioning of that,
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of the expansion.
That's for ne. That's it in a nutshell. |'mnore
of a conservati on.
CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Thank you, M. Cerio.
MR CERIO You're wel cone.
CHAI R\MOVAN CERVENKA: W have Josephi ne
Scr of ani .
M5. SCROFANI: H . Can you hear ne?
CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Yes, | can hear you.
M5. SCROFANI: Geat. H, everyone. Thank you
for allowwing ne to join you today and to speak.
My nane is Josephine Scrofani. | live in East
Mat unuk in the Island Vi ew nei ghborhood | ocat ed across
the street fromthe Matunuck Oyster Bar. Although ny
famly and | only lived in this house for six years,
we' ve been comng to the area, having boats at the
Bel | evue Yachting Center for over 20 years.
' m here to speak on behalf of Perry Raso and to ask
t hat you approve his application for the three-acre
aquacul ture site in Segar Cove. Many have joi ned these
meetings both in support and against Perry's application.
For those against the application, they have shared very
personal stories of fond nenories they and their famlies

have had i n Segar Cove, and they have expressed fear
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regardi ng the potential risk of having the farm approved.
| have joined you today to share both ny persona

per spective regarding the farmand to al so stress the

I mportance of the farmto our community. | want to

enphasi ze three key points which will hopefully stress

both the art and the science of this decision, and nmany

peopl e have tal ked about that bal ance al ready today.

My three points are, the realization of know ng that
we can have the oyster farmand still have places to
enjoy recreational activities; the inportance of being
able to grow our own food; and the advantage of fighting
f or Rhode |Island busi nesses, especially businesses |ike
t he Mat unuck Oyster Bar which continuously contributes to
our community here in Rhode |Island and gl obally.

Wth respect to ny first point, knowi ng we can have
both the three-acre farmand a place to enjoy
recreational activities, it's inportant to consi der where
the new farmis |ocated on the pond and to know t he ot her
areas frequently used for recreational activities.

When Perry initially told ne about the new farm |
wasn't sure exactly where it would be | ocated. Perry
kindly offered to take ne on a tour of the new site so
that | could see its size and where it was |located. He

shared that the proposed farmwould only be one percent
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of the pond, bringing the total anmount of aquacul ture
pond, or aquaculture site, to three percent of the pond.

As | nmentioned earlier, ny famly and | |live on the
pond. W have spent nmany, many hours fishing, boating,
paddl e boardi ng, kayaking, clanm ng, sw nm ng, tubing,
both in Potter Pond and the Salt Pond. W are blessed to
have beautiful ponds in our areas and to have nultiple
| ocations for recreational activities.

As ny son grew up on the water, he's now 17, ny
husband and | have al ways stressed the inportance of
bei ng aware of the surroundi ngs, including fish traps,
| obster pots, debris, and of respecting the water which
we have grown to | ove.

The fears that many famlies have shared are real,
but they should not be increased by this farm That's
really inportant to stress. | know sonebody el se
mentioned that earlier as well.

My second point is regarding the inportance of
growi ng our own food. A denand for seafood continues to
rise. In order to neet the demand, we nust now begin to
grow our own food. Qur world and data reports that the
wor | d now produces nore seafood fromfish farns than wild
catch. Perry talked about this in a Ted Tal k that he

presented back in May of 2016 entitled The I nportance O
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Sust ai nabl e Aquacul ture in our Future.

Aguacul ture has absorbed al nost all the growth and
gl obal demand in recent decades and will continue to play
a critical role in protecting wild fish popul ati ons as
t he demand for seafood continues to rise. It's inportant
that we allow our farners to grow our food here in Rhode
I sl and.

My third and | ast point is nbost personal to ne, and
definitely talks to the reason why this application
shoul d be approved.

My famly and | are lucky to |ive across the street
fromthe Oyster Bar. It has becone our favorite
restaurant, a place where we go to enjoy tinme wth our
friends and famly and to enjoy wonderful fresh seafood.
My parents live in New York, and whenever they cone to
visit we nmust go to the Oyster Bar so ny dad can enjoy
t he raw bar, sonething that has become so commobn for us
i n Rhode |sland, but sonething that is so special to him
and many others that visit the restaurant from so nmany
ot her | ocati ons.

This year with the Covid pandem c the Oyster Bar
becane even nore special to us. M husband has had two
ki dney transplants, his first one over 35 years ago, and

he nust take anti-rejection nedications every day of his
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life. This illness has obviously made hi mvery
susceptible to the Covid virus and has thereby required
us to quarantine since March.

The Oyster Bar was our lifeline through Covid,
especially in the spring of 2020 as we were able to
purchase groceries |like mlk and eggs and bread and even
masks so that we didn't have to go to any of the grocery
stores in the area. The Oyster Bar has al so been the
only restaurant that we have physically gone to eat to in
ei ght nont hs.

We al ways renenber how Perry did what he needed to
do for his custoners and his comunity to keep us safe.
This is one of the nmany exanples of Perry's comunity
support. Every year he donates |unch of clam chowder and
fresh shucked oysters to the participants of the UR
I nt ernati onal Nonvi ol ence Summer Institute. In recent
years he went back to Africa to work to help shellfish
farmers to inprove their fishing techniques. He teaches,
he tal ks through the | ocal tours, and nany have nenti oned
t hat al ready, and does vari ous presentations about
farmng and its inportance and so nuch nore.

The Matunuck Oyster Bar enpl oys over 200 people and
bri ngs thousands of tourists to our state. Many say that

Perry already has a wonderful business. Wy expand and
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why allow himto have nore? Sone even say or have said
that he is the only one that will benefit fromthis farm
And that cannot be further fromthe truth.
| hope nmy comments help to enphasi ze the inportance
of finding the bal ance, the bal ance between the art and
the science, and help you to approve the application for
t he new farm
Thank you again for allowing ne to join today.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA: Thank you. Paul Hooper
I S next.

MR HOOPER  Can you see ne?

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Yes, | can see your
shadow sort of.

MR. HOOPER: All right.

CHAI RWOVAN CERVENKA: | can hear you fine.

MR, HOOPER:  Ckay.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA: W can sort of see you.

MR HOOPER It's probably better off that you
don't see ne. M nane is Paul Hooper. W l|ived on
Potters Pond and the area for 50 years now. W had two
boys grew up eeling, enjoying the back pond. W have
many boats. One is parked up in the back access to the
northern pond. W were there pretty much every day. W

see it all.
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We al so own a property right across fromthe nmari na.
We have vi sual access of every boat that cones in and out
of Potter Pond.

You know, first I'd like to say | appreciate what
you guys have taken the tinme to really take a | ook at
this because it is an inportant issue. |'ve always
consi dered the CRMC the stewards of the waterfront,
meani ng you don't do anything w thout their approval.

| just couldn't help nyself, but I went to your
website and in the tine bar your m ssion statenent is
basically, the regulatory body to preserve, protect,
devel op, restore coastal resources for all Rhode
| sl anders. Let nme say that again. All. Not one. All.

You know, that says a lot. You guys are the
regul atory conm ssion that kind of keeps people in check.
And, you know, w thout you there would be docks going in
everywhere. People would be doi ng what they want.

You're kind of the police of the waterfront.

M. Capaldi, | hate to say it, but he stole a | ot of
ny thunder. He was eloquent in his speech. Like him
I'"'ma fin fisherman, and M. Raso won't see nme at noon
because I won't be there at noon. | will see M. Capaldi
at 7:00 a. m because striped bass are light sensitive and

you can't catch themin the mddl e of the day.
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| went to school in the eastern shore of Maryl and
and I|"malso an avid crabber. | love to go trot |ining.
One of the problens with trot lining from bl ue claw crabs

i's you have to have sone deep water. That's really the
question here. There's only two place in Potters Pond
Wth deep water. It's a glacial remain. 1t's what the
glacier left, they dug a hole. And the deep water is
very finite.

One of the things | have to question M. Beutel, he
said that there's not many people from Point Judith Pond
t hat go underneath the bridge. Well, I'mthe gate keeper
of Potters Pond. You can't get into Potters Pond from
Poi nt Judith Pond w t hout going past ny house. | would
say 80 percent of all boats going in there, that Potters
Pond is the area that you can ski, tube. So | would say
80 percent of those people that go past ny house have a
t ow rope.

There's only two places to go, northern pond and
southern pond. |In those ponds it's not just other people
skiing. There's docks, there's people having fun,
there's other boats, there's jet skis. They call it the
Ccean State. W should be able to recreate. | think
that a lot of the boats from Point Judith Pond go to

Potters Pond because they are bei ng squeezed out of Point
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Judith Pond. [If you go over to RamIsland, | was
researching little places to go for blue claw crabs, and
|'ve never been around Ram | sl and, but | see these signs
go up, No Trespassing, Keep Qut of the Water. And
understand that. That's their livelihood. But it's a
deni al of the freedom of conmmons for all Rhode Islanders
and out-of-staters.

| listened to all the testinony and | read the staff
report. And when these people go up and ski, this isn't
a rotary that everybody is going around to the left.
This is chaos. People are |ooking for ways. And then
you' ve got boats, you've got docks, you' ve got jet skis.
It changes fast. | nean, you got people whipping their
heads around. |f soneone falls off into the water, one
| ady said she taught her kids how to splash the water.
That's the truth. So, | nean, it's a pile of spaghetti.
It may start off everybody going one way |i ke a race
truck, but it doesn't. You are all over the road. |It's

really crazy.

You know, | see it as M. Capal di el oquently spoke,
as a denial of an area that will never come back. One of
the things | just scratch ny head and |I'Ill quadrupl e the

$150 for a half acre a year to keep it open and free. |

nean, it's a give away program | nmean, |, | don't
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understand. | asked ot her people what they thought of
the rent. Sone said $10,000 to $15,000 per acre. | ama
fisherman. | fish the cinder worm hatch. |t happens
different places in May. [It's an incredible site. You
have t hese worns reproduci ng.

In the winter | still have a skiff in the water. W
call it dredging for striped bass. | fish all the tine.

In fact, | was back there the other day in Segar Cove
fishing for stripers. There would be a place that would
be denied and I woul d never get another chance. | used
to fish down in the southern flats. W used to fish for

striped bass. That's gone. You can't do that anynore.

Take it off the list. It was sonmething that was taken
away fromus. | think it's a denial of a location. 1'd
| ove to continue to trot line for blue claw crabs there,

but that would be denied to ne forever.

| think the South Kingstown Waterfront Council voted
five zip against this, but they are independent. They
nmentioned in a letter to you folks that it proposed
significant negative inpact. These people don't have
anything to grind in this thing. They are independent.
That's what they said. | believe M. Rice voted on the
Fi sheri es Council who was one of the applicant's

W t nesses. If he wasn't on that Council, it woul d have
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been three to two against. Oherwise, it was a 3/3 vote.
You know, | don't know, | just feel that when | was

a kid -- and '"'mgoing to | eave you with this one, and I
appreciate the tine today. Wwen | was in third grade, |
had a very environmental teacher, and she used to pl ay
Joni Mtchell song. This is going to take sone of you
guys back. It was called Big Yellow Taxi. She said,
don't pave paradi se and put up a parking lot. The nore
these farns go in, nore paving of the parking |lot, and
it's going to be done.
| challenge the Conmttee to reject this application
and to | eave the freedom of the commpns for all.
| appreciate your tine today and it's going to be an

Interesting outcone. |1'mgoing to continue to watch and
listen to see what the Subcouncil reconmends in the way
of what is right for all. GCkay. Thank you guys. Take
care.

CHAl RMOVAN CERVENKA: Thank you, M. Hooper.
All right. Can we go back and try Ms. Loiselle again?

MB5. SPURLOCK: Janice, can you press star 9 to
rai se your hand if you're using a tel ephone. Thank you.

MS. LA SELLE: Thank you very much for this
opportunity, and | guess soneone had to do it by

t el ephone first. Can you hear ne?
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CHAl RAMOVAN CERVENKA: W can.
M5. LA SELLE: Ckay, great. Thank you very
much.

My nane is Janice Loiselle, and ny husband and | own
a hone with two of his siblings on Peninsula Road. W
have owned this house for over 36 years. Contrary to
M. Beutel's comments, we are not people that |ive out of
state all our lives while we've utilized the state's
r esour ces.

All three fam lies have spent a preponderance of
their lives in Rhode |Island, worked there, raised our
famlies there and enjoyed the activities on the pond,
nostly in Segar Cove. Several of us, however, have
out-of-state residences and addresses because we have
deci ded we no | onger want to worry about snowbl owers and
driving in the snow in Rhode Island. But we continue to
enjoy utilizing our marine resources, particularly tubing
and waterskiing, with the younger children in the deep
wat er cove.

As you are all obviously commtted to the coastal
resources of this state, | amassum ng you |like or have a
hi story of being out on the water, whether it be on
paddl e boards, canoe, notorboat or other vehicle. 1| ask

you to | ook back to your boating experiences. Early
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norni ng when the air is crisp, md norning as it gets

war mer, or m d-afternoon when you take the children or
friends out for aride to cool off. But as you | ook
back, can you honestly renenber a tine when you were out
on the water at noon, actually on the water at noon? And
then you m ght ask yourself why Perry chose that tine to
take his pictures.

| would hope that through this process you have
taken tine to go |l ook at Perry's current operation. Your
CRMC depi ction shows his oyster farmas a brown blotch in
the blue water. In fact, it is a big dark black area as
you |l ook out at it. One of the first questions we get
fromfirst-tine visitors is, "What is that huge bl ack
area in the water?"

It started out not visible, belowthe water, and was
easily navigable. Now it's unsightly, alnost not
navi gabl e and very noti ceable. But we have been good
nei ghbors.

Finally, Rhode Island is popular for the ability to
get outside and enjoy our recreational waterways. They
shoul d be available for all, and we have been doing this
for years. But you are considering to basically shut off
or deeply deplete the usage of one of our state's deep

wat erways that benefits so many people for the benefit of
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one busi ness owner.
l'd like to ask you to take these points into
consi deration and deny this application. Thank you.
CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Thank you, M. Loiselle.
Moving on to Steven Qui gl ey.
MR, QUI GLEY: Can you hear ne?
CHAl R\MOVAN CERVENKA: W can hear you, not see

you.

MR QUIGEY: Wll, is it all right if | just
speak?

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Yes.

MR. QUI GLEY: Thank you very nuch. Good
afternoon. M nane is Stephen Quigley. | and ny wfe

Alicia Cooney own 95 Segar Cove that we purchased
15 years ago. W bought the property not only for the
easy use of the cove for our children and extended
famly, but also as our retirenent hone.

Over the last ten years we have enjoyed the qui et
and pastoral views that we see from our open w ndows in
t he bedroom and dining room During the sumer nonths we
have seen a steady increase of people and famlies
wat er ski i ng, using jet skis, kayaking, paddle boarding,
clamm ng, and rafting in this area that is directly in

front of our house and al ong Ramis shoreline.
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| am here to oppose giving perm ssion for another
oyster farmto be |located in Potter Pond by Perry Raso.
| concur with the testinony fromthe Newport Hospitality
executive that fostering tourismin Rhode Island is
I mportant, and | know fromthe busy crowds and the | ong
| i nes at Matunuck Oyster Bar over the years that Perry's
restaurant contributes to our state's tourism

However, the Subcomm ttee needs to ask whether this
additional farmactually will contribute to Rhode Island
tourism As we now know from his website that he appears
to be wholesaling his oysters and selling his seafood
online to be shipped nationally. Wat does that do for
local tourisn? O is it about business? M. Tw Ss
nmenti oned bal ance, and M. Raso's proposed expansion is
not about bal ance. |It's about nore and nore business for
hi m

Speaki ng as a senior citizen, the present |ocation
of our dock has becone increasingly difficult for my wfe
and ne to access as well as sone of our friends. There
are nore than 50 steps to descend to our dock. You nust
carry up and down these 50 steps the gasoline for boat,
kayak, life jackets, rafts, paddl e board, depth finder
and paddles. Usually, to get all these objects to and

fromthe dock there are multiple trips that nust be nade.
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For the past four years, we have been | ooking to
rel ocate our present dock. The |ocation that Ms. Noonan
so carefully pointed out to you is already being affected
by M. Raso's operation to the original site of the dock
before it was noved to the early 1990s. This new
| ocation woul d afford us easier accessibility to the
wat er since there is a |l ess steep slope on the hill, and
| estimate that there would be |l ess than ten steps to get
to our new dock follow ng the original path.

If M. Raso's application is granted and the oyster
farmis shoe horned into the designated space by this
Commttee, the |ocation of a new dock for our access to
t he pond would no | onger be an option since open water
access woul d be deni ed.

In addition, M. Raso would place his industrial
operation |less than 250 feet fromour house with all the
noi se fromthe equi pnent bei ng used, the workers
conmuni cati ng over the noise of any nachinery and
equi pnent, and the com ngs and goi ngs of work barges as
such operation requires.

M. Raso has been very non-conm ttal about his hours
of operation when he testified before this Board and only
said that this farmw Il be worked daily starting no

| ater than 8 a.m and would conti nue for several hours
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thereafter. Does that nean you could start at 6:30 in
the nmorning and continue, as -- testified

wor ki ng until mdnight using until bright |lights and
equi pnent ?

Conversation carries very well over water. Last
summer | could hear clearly the conversation of people
anchored at Rans head about 750 feet from our house as
they were clammng. Wile the noise fromthe oyster farm
operation would affect us in the house directly, many
ot her honeowners at adjacent shores along the cove would
al so be effected since noise travels faster over water.

You may consi der these objections to be singular,
but these objections are nore than just ny concerns as
this industrial conmplex spanning three acres will deprive
not only ny famly, but nmany others that use Segar Cove.

According to M. Raso's lawer, there will be a
50 percent reduction in the anount of people being able
to use the steep water part of Segar Cove. | will not go
into the safety issues of towwng a raft with children on
it. They have already been raised. Suffice it to say, |
concur with M. Raso and his witnesses that this conpl ex
could pose a high danger of injury to those children and
adults recreating near this area. Even -- will be

hi ndered. |If there is a strong wnd fromthe west, ny
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wfe and | nust be less than 25 feet fromthe shoreline
when headi ng back to our house to get hone.

Lastly, if this project is approved, a warning by
your Board of possible | ethal harm must be conmuni cated
to the other hundreds of parents of young children who
use this area.

Pl ease do not overl ook the rights of hundreds of
resi dents who access these tidal waters w t hout
obstruction. Please do not overl ook the many peopl e who
use this cove for recreation, and especially their safety
as David Latham s interests that | have observed. Please
do not overl ook the rights of residents of Lake Ave, the
poi nt, and the other areas who are out on this part of
the cove in the summer. Please do not overl ook the
peopl e that use public | andings on Water Street and Lake
Avenue to recreate on the cove. Please do not forget
about the peopl e who quahog along this area of the pond
that take their young children rafting in this area.
Sonme of these activities would end forever with
M. Raso's operation.

Al so, one asked the question, who will nonitor that
this farmstays to three acres and not expand further
into the cove which would further dimnish ny famly's

safety, the public safety, and the public's use of the
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section of the cove? Dave Beutel has said that his staff
iIs limted and could not accurately nonitor the
si tuati on.

M. Raso has admtted that he exceeded the allowable
limt in his other farm by al nost 30 percent. This begs
t he question, shouldn't a businessnan know how nany
oyster traps he can place into one acre? Wy was a
sinpl e conput ati on overl ooked? Not for |less than an
acre, but for alnbst three acres. How nmuch damage was
done by M. Raso's nmmjor mscalculation to the pond, to
eel grass, to the national habitat, and the species? One
has to ask, where was the CRMC when this was happeni ng?

Your Conmittee nust decide the use of Segar Cove for
the one or the many and the inplications that your
decision wll have on the rest of the Potter Pond in the
northern basin, in the |last safety water boating area.

In closing, if this netal trap farmis approved, |
hunmbly ask that you ask yourself this question. Wy does
Potter Pond need another farmthat is potentially |ethal
to many water uses who nostly are children? One accident
woul d be one too many.

Thank you to the Commttee for investing your tine
and concern for our comrunity.

CHAIl RMOVAN CERVENKA:  Thank you, M. Qui gl ey.
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We have Melissa Buonai uto next.

M5. SPURLOCK: Melissa, if you are there could
you pl ease raise your hand. | don't have a Melissa on
the attendee's |list, Madam Chair.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Okay. We'll nove on to
Frank Mazza.

M5. SPURLOCK: Frank, if are you there could
you pl ease raise your hand. | don't see any hands.
There's no Frank on the |ist.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  All right. W have
Gar ber Grossman.

M5. SPURLOCK: M. Grossman, if you're there
coul d you pl ease rai se your hand. | do not have anybody
by that nane, Madam Chair.

CHAI RWOVAN CERVENKA:  \What about Robert

Appl eby?

M5. SPURLOCK: Yes.

MR. APPLEBY: Good afternoon. Can you hear nme?

CHAl R\MOVAN CERVENKA: We can hear you and see
you.

MR. APPLEBY: Thank you. M nane is Robert
Appl eby. | thank you very, very nuch for the opportunity

to speak today.

My wife Susan Appleby and | own a honme at 15 Howard
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Circle which is actually on the western shore of Segar
Cove and directly opposite the entrance to the cove from
the rest of the pond.

| do speak today in opposition to the proposed
|l ease. | want to say at the outset that | do so
reluctantly. My wfe and | never had the pleasure to
neet M. Raso, but we do deeply admre what he has built
in our area. W are absolutely huge fans of WMatunuk
Oyster Bar, and | am personally a huge fan of the oysters
he farns in our pond.

We generally support what M. Raso is doing and have
absolutely no objection to the existing farm Frankly,
we woul dn't have an objection to an expansi on of that
farmif an appropriate site could be found. | agree wth
the earlier coments that M. Raso is an anmbassador for
Rhode Island. But the question before us today is not
whet her -- what benefit M. Raso and his business
provides to Rhode |sland, but really whether Segar Cove
IS an appropriate site for expansion of his farm And
unequi vocal ly, we believe that it is not.

My wife and | have been comng to Potter Pond for
decades. MW wife 's famly actually owns property on
Potter Pond and has since 1950. MW wife cane to the pond

when she was an infant, and she brought ne to the pond
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when we net in college in the 1980s. W' ve been com ng
year after year after year ever since then. W have
engaged in all sorts of recreational activities in the
pond i ncl udi ng wat er ski i ng, notorboating, tubing,
canoei ng, kayaking. W' ve done it throughout the pond
both in the northern cove and Segar Cove.

A few years ago we were finally in a position
fortunate enough to be able to own our own home i n Rhode
I sland. We chose Potter Pond for that hone and chose
Segar Cove for that honme. W absolutely | ove the pond,
and our home overl ooks, as | said, the entrance to the
cove fromthe rest of the pond and overl ooks the proposed
site. So we have an expansive view of the activity that
occurs on that pond.

| am going to keep ny comments focused on what we
observe as honeowners on the cove of the activity on the
water. And from our vantage point, the cove is
absolutely an i nappropriate site for expansion of the
farm

On any given day in the sumer you'll see on the
cove notorboating, waterskiing, tubing, wake boarding.
In fact, many boats at the sane tine. Personal
wat ercraft jet skis became very popular just in the |ast

few years. W have seen an expansion of the activity in
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j et skis.

In addition to the notor craft, we see sail boating.
| think in the earlier session soneone tal ked about a
Beetle Cat. That Beetle Cat boat is frequently in our
cove alnost on a daily basis and often sails right in
front of our honme, and we enjoy that quite a | ot,
wat ching that boat in front of our house. You al so heard
a lot of Sunfish cone in the cove to sail throughout the
cove. Kayaki ng, paddl e boarding, clamm ng, there's a
boat that frequently clans in the area of the proposed
site along that shore. W see that frequently during the
summer nont hs, fishing, and even occasionally | have seen
peopl e swi nm ng out there, which I think is nuch nore
anbitious than | would undertake nyself. It can get
quite busy on a summer afternoon, especially weekend
sumrer afternoons.

| do have a dock and a notorboat, a 19-f oot
not or boat, and we do enjoy tubing out on the cove. But I
will freely confess, I am not the nobst experienced boater
and so it's usually ny practice to wait until |ike 5:00
i n the afternoon when things start to quiet down because
during the mddle of the afternoon it can be quite busy
on the cove. So any suggestion that Segar Cove is

lightly used, either in an absence sense or relative to
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the rest of the pond, is sinply not correct. That is not
our experience, and it's quite the opposite.

In fact, as it's been said multiple tines in this
hearing, there really are only two areas in Potter Pond
t hat can be used for substantial water recreational
activities, the northern cove and Segar Cove. Mich of
the pond is profoundly shallow and really a navigation
way between the northern cove, Segar Cove, and the outl et
of the pond to Point Judith Pond. And taking those uses
away wll have a dramatic detrinental effect to
recreational uses in the pond at | arge.

| al so want to enphasi ze that the effect of the
proposed farmwill not be limted sinply to the inpact on
towed water sports. It certainly -- there certainly wll
be an effect on towed water sports, and |I think the
testi nony we heard during the hearing indicated that
where tube boats m ght be able to ski and tube at one
tinme now, it wll be down to one boat. That's a
50 percent reduction in activity. G ven the nunber of
boats we see in the cove, to go waterskiing or tubing,
that's a substantial reduction in the opportunities for
that type of activity in the pond at |arge. But from our
vant age point, in our hone in Segar Cove, the effect of

reduci ng the water sheath or the area that's avail abl e
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for waterskiing or tubing wll have a cascadi ng or dom no
effect on all the activities that happen in the cove.

Ri ght now we can watch the Beetle Cat sail right
bef ore our house whil e another boat is tubing north of
that sailboat in the cove. Were the proposed |ease is
I ntended to be established wll drive that -- those
skiing boats, those tubing boats, into the area right

bef ore our hone where that sailboat is sailing. So that

opportunity for that conbi ned use of the cove wll start
to dimnish. Kayakers will be forced away fromthe shore
to nore into the center of the cove and will have a much

nore difficult tine avoiding boats using the cove for
skiing or tubing. So there wll be a domno effect, a
cascadi ng effect, that wll substantially reduce the
overall activity in the cove. For that reason, we think
it's an inappropriate site to expand the proposed farm
Finally, | just want to enphasi ze and echo what
M. Latham said earlier today. This is not sinply a
concern of a few homeowners on the cove. The majority of
the boats we see use the cove actually cone from outside
t he cove. And many of those boats are boats that we only
see once or twice a year representing people who
occasionally cone to Potter Pond, vacationers |ike ny

wfe and I were for many years before we owned our own
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home there. Hundreds of people, maybe thousands of
people, are effected by the expansion of this farminto
one of the few areas that can be used in the pond for
recreational use. So sonething precious will be | ost
unequi vocal | y.
| urge you to consider that in making your deci sion.

| thank you for all the tine you devoted to this. And
with that, | appreciate the opportunity to speak. Thank
you very nuch.

CHAI RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Thank you for your
comments. W now have John Krekori an.

M5. SPURLOCK: John, if you're there could you
pl ease rai se your hand. | do not have anybody under that
nane on the attendee's |ist, Madam Chair.

CHAl RMOVAN CERVENKA: Ckay. We'll go with C G

Bush.

MR BUSH: Hello. AmIl on?

CHAl R\MOVAN CERVENKA: W can hear you, not see
you.

MR. BUSH: Hel | o.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA: W can hear you. Can you
hear us?

MR, BUSH:. kay, | heard you. |[|'m Carl Bush.

I I'ive down near Snug Harbor, and | spent nmany, nany
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times in Potter Pond. W'd go up underneath the bridge
past Seagull, or the house on the end of Potter Pond.
We' ve been doing this 50 to 60 years, and nostly in the
sumer because we usually go in by inflatable so we're
very famliar with the places you're tal ki ng about and
enjoy it very nuch.

A coupl e of quick coments here. | only have heard
about 90 percent of these proceedings, so | may have
m ssed sonething here. One is, | expected to hear a
response fromthe opposition attorneys about sone of the
maj or ones that were nade in the application. On one of
the diagrans for the proposed farm there's a nmark that
I ndicates the farmw || be ten feet fromthe water's
edge.

Subsequent to that, there was an engi neer from
D Prete who testified that when he did the neasurenents
it's kind of hard to exactly get them and so he rounded
t hose nmeasurenents to the nearest ten feet. |I'm
wondering if that ten-foot neasurenent from soneone's
water line there is actually maybe six rounded up to ten,
but some clarification on that m ght be hel pful.

Secondly, there is [INAUDI BLE] to the water's edge,
I would assune that there's all sorts of standard use by

you fol ks as a define where the water's edge was. |If
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it's where | live, this is between the water's edge at
low tide and high tide is about 15 feet. | would assune
t he CRMC has standards as to where to neasure it, and
that they were followed. | would wonder where they get
the tidal data for that because the nearest point of
reference | know is out in the harbor refuge, and that's
very, very different than what is in Segar Cove.

The only reason | know to do that accurately is
because | neasured it nyself. | get the feeling that was
probably done by the people who want to see this happen.

The second thing I want to nention is that people
have tal ked about, first of all, a |ot of people said we
were there, oh, | don't know, probably one whole tinme and
we didn't see anybody el se boating in there in Cctober
or whenever. |'ve been there a lot, and | see an awf ul
| ot of boat activity, and this will adversely effect

boating activity. Anybody who tells you, yeah, you still

can get through this -- | believe the things are supposed
to be ten feet apart or sonething -- yeah, you could
still get through. You would have to be very careful if
you're using an outboard notor. | think you would have

to be real careful if you were falling off a surfboard or
what ever, and unusable with a towed device. | wouldn't

want to get in there. W knows what kind of wres,
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traps, et cetera one could get tangled in.

So |l think it insults our intelligence a little bit
to think that you can boat through this place. You m ght
as well wipe that off in terns of any use for boating in
t here.

The other thing that really upsets ne a great deal
Is this plain old appearance. | have been there a | ong
time. M. Raso has this existing thing which | can't
hel p but wonder where DEM or CRMC has been while his
currently approved farm has crept up from seven acres to
ni ne acres, and about two years ago he started using a
different kind of traps in there because all of a sudden
it got really ugly. Before that, | could see a few
floats and so forth -- I think it's the kind of traps or
cages that are suspended from above floating and they
started using up on Point Judith pond near H gh Point
behind G eat Island. They are ugly as sin. They take a
perfectly functional bit of water and really disgraced
it.

Now, that was nentioned in the discussion between
two people. It was M. Raso and the other gentlenman from
Wakefi el d who asked about what kind of traps are these,
or cages are these, are they the low profile? They said

yeah, they are low profile. 1'Il tell you, | would hope
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sonebody went out and took a picture of the |ow profile
because if what he's using nowis a low profile, it's
wor se than what he did before. | would hope the people
involved in this would not |let that get passed by
anynor e.

There are people down there. At ny age we don't
wat erski, we don't tube, et cetera. | don't typically
fish in there, but we do Iike to | ook out and see the
beauty of the place. W aren't going to have many pl aces
left to do that, and I think that this is the wong
pl ace. They are going to scar one of the remaining very
pretty places in coastal Rhode Island, and | think as
M. Capaldi said, once it's gone, it's never conm ng back.

| have no problemwith M. Raso. He is a
busi nessman. He wants to go out and do things and nake
noney. That's his prerogative, okay. Good for him
Except, as a taxpayer resident down here, | don't want to
see that happen because it's never com ng back. And we
have interest in this, too. |It's inportant to us. |
woul d hope that Coastal Resources woul d renenber us.

The other thing is, you' ve seen a |lot of people are
for this. For exanple, a lady who is a hospitality
what ever from Newport, they are all pro devel opnent. It

seened |i ke nost of the people, awful | ot of people who
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are pro devel opnent and stuff, business growh and so on,
seemto have sone kind of financial interest involved in
it. | have no desire to do anything to bring in nore and

nore people into there because we do have nore peopl e

around. It's nice that we can share it all, but we can't
sustain that infinite nunber of -- infinite size influx
of peopl e.

| think the tourist industry in Rhode Island,

Newport -- it falls on deaf ears here. That's basically
how | feel and I wi sh you all the very best. | would
al so comment here about the only thing I can think of
about this Covid 19 thing is that you broadcast this over
Zoom and | woul d never have been able to nake very many
of these things in person if they were just out in person
at Coastal Resources. | would recommend, if you don't
al ready do, Zoom all your neetings even though you are
havi ng access in person. This has been a big help and
t hank you very nuch.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA: |t | ooks |like we're
alnost at 1:00. W just have three nobre mnutes so I'm
not going to call another person so they won't be cut
short in their comments because they have up to ten
m nut es.

| note that we did have a nunber of what |I'I| call
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no shows of people who signed up to speak. | don't know
what their circunstances are, but | would afford themthe
opportunity if they wanted to speak at a subsequent
nmeeting, which we will have to have because we still have
on the list nine or ten or so that would lIike to give
comrent .

So if you would pl ease send an e-mail to the agency
to indicate if you're going to be speaki ng and why you
didn't participate today, | would appreciate that.

So, M. WIlis, we'll have to schedul e one nore
meeting in January.

MR WLLIS Yes, Madam Chair. As soon as this
Is over we will reach out to the Subconmm ttee nenbers and
Interested parties to work on that schedule. And the
other thing that | would suggest, and |I'll ask staff to
do, is to contact those fol ks that are remaining to speak
on the list as well as the ones that were supposed to
speak today but couldn't for whatever reason, and try to
reach out to themindividually to make sure that they are
aware of the next neeting or if they even want to speak
anynore. So we'll follow up on that and update the I|i st
appropriately.

CHAI RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Agai n, those people who

sign up on the list, if you wanted to submt any witten
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comment in |ieu of your spoken comments, | offer that
again to you. And the e-mail address was given earlier
in the neeting by M. WIlis.

So | guess | would ask Ms. Noonan, we wll have
anot her neeting for public comment, and | would like to
wap that into any response that you would have to the
public comments. |[|'m assunm ng you would want sone tine
for that; is that correct?

MS. NOONAN:  Yes, that would be correct.

CHAl RAMOVAN CERVENKA:  Okay. So pl ease plan on
that. We'll schedule it for a three-hour neeting so |
t hi nk you would at | east have an hour, naybe nore for
that. |Is that sufficient?

M5. NOONAN: |1'd like to do it in an hour. |
don't want to drag it out.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA: Okay. Anything el se,
M. WIlis? M. Gonez?

MR GOMEZ: Yes. | just wanted to nention on
the idea of sending in a nessage or a note. | did
receive, | just received one and | have a copy, Lisa sent

nme a copy, and | went through that and it gave ne tine to
kind of ook at it and think about it. | found it very
hel pful. It had included sone pictures with the concerns

and things. So I think that was a very positive thing,

Rebecca J. Forte Court Reporters
(401)474-8441 stenorf@gmail.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

Perry Raso - Vol. 6 - December 30, 2020

892

and | al so woul d encourage people to take that avenue.
It does give ne nore tinme to really visualize it and
t hink about it. Thank you.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  Thank you, M. Gonez. |
agree with that. There was soneone who spoke at our | ast
public hearing who did have a nunber of visuals that I
could see, and | found that hel pful. But, you know,
there were others that would hold up photographs, and I
couldn't really tell what it was. So sonetines it hel ps
to submt that just by e-mail because we can grasp it
nore readily.

MR. GOMEZ: Thank you.

CHAI RWNOVAN CERVENKA:  Anyone el se fromthe
Subcomm ttee want to nmake any comments before we break?

[ NO COMVENT]

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA: (Okay. Hearing none,
M. WIIlis?

MR WLLIS: No, Madam Chair.

CHAI RAOVAN CERVENKA: M. DeSi sto?

MR. DESI STO No, Madam Chair.

CHAl RWOVAN CERVENKA:  All right. So thank you,
everyone. Have a Happy New Year, and we'll see you back
here in 2021.

M5. NOONAN: Happy New Year.
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[ ADJOURNED AT 1:05 P.M]
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