RHODE ISLAND GOVERNMENT REGISTER

PUBLIC NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING

AGENCY: Coastal Resources Management Council (CRMC)
RULE IDENTIFIER: 650-RICR-20-05-5; ERLID # 7344

REGULATION TITLE: Coastal Resources Management Program — Ocean Special Area
Management Plan — Chapter 5 — Commercial and Recreational Fisheries

RULEMAKING ACTION: Direct Final

Direct Final: The Coastal Resources Management Council does not expect the
proposed RICR codification to be controversial, and if no formal objection has been
received on or before August 18, 2018, the proposed rule will take effect thirty (30)
days after publication.

TYPE OF FILING: Amendment

TIMETABLE FOR ACTION ON THE PROPOSED RULE:
Public Notice Date: July 17, 2018

End of Comment Period: August 18, 2018

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED RULE: In 2016, the legislature passed an amendment to
R.l. Gen. Laws § 42-35-5(b) that required the Secretary of State to oversee the
publication of an updated uniform code of state regulations. The purpose of this
proposed rule is to reformat the regulatory section of Chapter 5 — Commercial and
Recreational Fisheries of the Ocean Special Area Management Plan (SAMP) and codify
the rules in accordance with the new uniform code of state regulations, called the
Rhode Island Code of Regulations (“RICR”). There are no substantive changes to the
existing regulations.

CRMC will issue a guidance document in accordance with R.l. Gen. Laws 8§ 42-35-1(9)
and 42-35-2.12, titled “Ocean SAMP guidance document”, to provide helpful information
to assist with compliance with this regulation [650-RICR-20-05-5]. The Ocean SAMP
guidance document contains the findings, scientific data and other information relative
to the Ocean SAMP and can be found by accessing the CRMC'’s guidance document
index on the CRMC'’s webpage [www.crmc.ri.gov] or the Secretary of State’s guidance
document index.



http://www.crmc.ri.gov/

In short, the proposed rule contains the regulatory components of Chapter 5 —
Commercial and Recreational Fisheries of the Ocean SAMP, codified in the new RICR
format required by the Secretary of State’s new uniform code. The non-RICR text and
figures of the SAMP will be registered as a guidance document on the Secretary of
State’s web page. All regulatory requirements remain in regulation, while all
informational content is moved to a guidance document. Please note that all regulatory
requirements and prohibitions remain in the proposed rule and will continue to be
enforced.

COMMENTS INVITED: All interested parties are invited to submit written comments
concerning the proposed regulations by August 18, 2018 to the addresses listed below.

ADDRESSES FOR PUBLIC COMMENT SUBMISSIONS: Mailing Address: Coastal
Resources Management Council, Stedman Government Center, 4808 Tower Hill Road,
Wakefield, RI 02879. ATTN: Grover J. Fugate, CRMC Executive Director.

Email Address: cstaffl@crmc.ri.gov

WHERE COMMENTS MAY BE INSPECTED: Mailing Address: Coastal Resources
Management Council, Stedman Government Center, 4808 Tower Hill Road, Wakefield,
RI 02879.

FOR FUTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: ATTN: James Boyd, Coastal Policy Analyst,
Coastal Resources Management Council, Stedman Government Center, 4808 Tower
Hill Road, Wakefield, Rl 02879., Phone 401-783-3370; Email: jboyd@crmc.ri.gov

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: None

Authority for This Rulemaking: Rhode Island General Laws Chapter 46-23 and
Coastal Zone Management Act 16 U.S.C. 88 1451 through 1464

Regulatory Findings: In the development of the proposed adoption consideration was
given to: (1) alternative approaches; (2) overlap or duplication with other statutory and
regulatory provisions; and (3) significant economic impact on small business. No
alternative approach, duplication, or overlap was identified based upon available
information.

The Proposed Amendment: CRMC proposes to amend and reformat the regulatory
portions of Chapter 5 — Commercial and Recreational Fisheries of the Ocean SAMP
contained within 650-RICR-20-05-5 as shown below to comply with the 2016 revisions


mailto:cstaff1@crmc.ri.gov
mailto:jboyd@crmc.ri.gov

to the Administrative Procedures Act. All deleted (struck-through) text in the attached
document will be moved to the CRMC'’s “Ocean SAMP guidance document.”

The proposed amended regulations constitute the RICR regulatory component of
Chapter 5 — Commercial and Recreational Fisheries of the Ocean SAMP including the
enforceable policies and standards. For additional context and full understanding of this
Part, please reference the additional chapters and text of the federally-approved Ocean
SAMP available on the CRMC web site (www.crmc.ri.gov) for further information,
including all other federally-approved RICRMP plans. The additional chapters and text
of the Ocean SAMP provide the CRMC'’s findings and scientific data that form the basis
and purpose of this Part (See: “Ocean SAMP guidance document”). The other chapters
of the Ocean SAMP should be employed in interpreting R.l. Gen. Laws 8§ 46-23-1, et
seq.

Electronic copies of the proposed rulemaking are available at the Secretary of State and
CRMC'’s website at the following web addresses: http://sos.ri.gov/ProposedRules/ and
http://www.crmc.ri.qov/



http://www.crmc.ri.gov/
http://sos.ri.gov/ProposedRules/
http://www.crmc.ri.gov/

Note: Deleted text shown below in existing Ocean SAMP Sections 500-550 and
570 will be moved to the Ocean SAMP guidance document to meet RICR
requirements and in accordance with R.l. Gen. Laws § 42-35-1(9) and 42-35-2.12.
















o

i
5

i























































































































































Rhode Island Ocean Special Area Management Plan (SAMP)

71EAIN 717400 71EEIN T

i b e |

L) CoeanSAMP Study frea

ECERTN ol
] Mr

- T

State Waters

Trawl Sample Locations
DEM

350

HEAMAR

NMFS

Depth Contours (feet)

Water Depth in Feet

e P sl S S 0 P N s
T v s T A A

ForFro et 54 and Durcs Fmzicks

i ey reTh Iy 0ol e b o =are e O ~ - P TrﬂWl LQ Catiﬂﬂs &nd D'Epth

I _:.:; CAMC Il'ﬁ-'l'l I Savrca: LII S50, RIDEM, NMFE, and MEAMAP










NM
West

——
| |
GSO

32
e
[

Survey
Region*

” o
- ) b
O W [} @ - —
B o o O n+ =A — z
©
o
_m T T T T T T T T T T
08 09 or (014 0 08 09 [0)% (014 0

90+

Fall

o oo Oe!Avl

40-60

Season
o
o
3
-T
1
—_— e =
T
60-90
Depth (ft)

Spring
20-40

i__A 8N_H

I I I I I I I I I I
08 09 ov (014 0 08 09 ov (014 0

‘zw/Bw) 1189w arenbs 1ad swelbiiw




Map Key

L1 CceanSAMP Study Area
State Waters

Total Biomass, Spring
mgim2

0 =24
0 24-29
) 28-53
=

() 53-175

kY

() 17s-790

Data Source
O NEAMAR
& NMFS
g RIDEM
I URI GO
LY
[ 11 ;
1I?q$l &
[] E 1

Caordnale Tyshem
Proguelion: Rl Saliplers:
Uadn: Fonl

FFS Lone: - 3200
Clakar; PALA

PMap Bas Dt

Fale Bordurs FHGE: MMV CTGIS

SENE By e P BARE Dl pborse

Sl Walsrd  MVE LA Boueelar)
Fiattrprad iy Il sepoladsd fiom MOE Bourdng
Fer Profast Backgproend lamaiarn

TN e gt g e L 4 BB oo B g p

Fur Prcyadt kg pnd Qs Proousds

N wama by cagFE, PR TR GO Eng

i1}

(EAa '
: CRMC

Rhode Island Ocean Special Area Management Plan (SAMP)

71750

T2W 71740 71730 717200 71100 7170w TOS0AN

! S ! ! ; ?’ ° ' }f =
Aggregate Fish Biomass, 1899-2008, Spring Lﬁ 3
; b
' g;fs @g
Jﬁﬁﬁg
.f \., ey

fﬁ@

@ O oy bt A =
i, B Ledge oy il
; v £
] P l-‘_f '
: o
/. \
i @
L]
1

=
1 4=
L Zcuth Wes Shos ‘ %

Enchncy -!e cuttumst gy l\\_(_.l ] 1

@ @ [ L] !

“'-._,.F:"\ I::_*-:-“L "91 T - @ =] - & i

rQ—‘/ 1 -

= o -
- @ =
ol @ - - ol 1z
P @ e s 2

R G - - a
-~ ] - - @
- -
o
@

] i} %
= -1
MOTE: 17 e of ERRAEE, O Pallal Valhy Koo DA O L I @ (01 e Rl T T A7 VY G Pl [oraand I8 oty a1l 1T o s 5 Banpd i oy e o U S0l 5w, 0 Sl i sodrrgnid *

auring 9 img of kiwer pbaniendg i R P en. Tha s maps rafeot on sggraeds of dala Pom e STReent Mt inaapd noum Eawl Duneeys, whioh prphy FRint sy medhods and sampis a1
ol uresy plslors. This onahelyieed LR G0 RIDEM, s WWES daby on 550 - 2000, snd NCAWAR dala Pom 206T - X000 (e HIAMAR sucesy bregenin 2007) For Hrther inkumalien see

Chapler s Fisnerios Resosres and Usoe, one App eedi 1V B gelne Shan wiztin




Rhode Island Ocean Special Area Management Plan (SAMP)

T270W

71° 80w

Map Key

OceanSAMP Study Area
Siate Waters

(g’

Total Biomass, Fall

T1°400W T30 ?1°ED‘W T T TO5IW
: o N i i : le&f
Aggregate Fish Biomass, 1999-2008, Fall j }

miglfrme

0 =24
O 24-29
0 28-53
P |

x_-f 53-178

_) 175-700

Data Source
(0 NEAMAP
NMFS

Rl DEM
URI G35

ee

Coadauis Sysderm

Projactan: R Shriepdans

Lk Fasd

PSS Jore: 3E0

Defune” MAOES

Winp: e Dol

Shata Borsore: FIGES  MARS; GlG%
S0 By Foaa Pl B Dotabais
Sata Wiakes: WG SLE Baunsany
Baodraraclry: indaypelaied Fam HOE Bwndings
Far Proesl Bakg roursd informiak on

i DV et 5 T e anaan

]

Fat Progeed Mug ard Buata Prosuss
i v reathay o' projed s bosarmang:

5]

S SR M T
=_mp Y

Arg Bt of asar shmdanes ff NG paoke. TREo maps
Sferer! durvmy Hations This andiyes uped UPL G50 PEDEM, andBRdFS dal airo 1563 -

2 ¢ &

WOTE: 1T @050 o1 DomieEe, OF Pobaivoly i Do, iy @ 0wl Graa OGS Nl Pisan (Nl fRar: ord Nl SISt B FRly e (NGt T 30es Wi il Sl dad e 0 of T 1] SnvanE, oF 1l I Wit 2amisid

safiat o agrenote o 4203 N1 (e dPFarent fsnarier mdapanasnl irosl munve, ehvch ompbey darond sunaay melteads and sarpk ol
SN et HEAKEAF: sk Trom B30T - 2000 [Ee BEEA AR 13 ree began bn 3007 P furdser indarmaton pee
Traphor & Fe Pkt R oprodt gnd Lo, and Bpgond i Sagclng Tharsitonizaiom

A1°40N

414 30N

41°20'N

190

AN

N

4045




DEM/GSO/NMFS Total Bio
by Species, 1999-2008

A
Atle e ————— O Spring

Atlajgi
Atla) B Fall
Blu

_—'

Tau
Alevig
Yell
Atlal
Stri
Go
Bla
Blu
Silv
Win




DEM Biomass per Area by .

AndfeaRsha———
Atlahtic mackerel

AtlofieBeE———= = Spring

Atlal B Fall
Blu
Tau

Al

Yellpw tail flounder
Atlahtic sea scallop

StriedBas: 1

O e
Bla
Blu

Silv
Win
Win

A
Su
Butt
Lon
Scu
[ I I I I I |
0 0.001 0.01 0.1 1 10 100
mg per m2

GSO Biomass per Area by !

O Spring
H Fal

Stri
Go

Bla
Blu

Silv
Win
Win

Alevigh
Y ellpw tail flounder
Atlantic sea scallop

0 0.001 0.01 0.1 1 10 100

mg per m2




NMFS Biomass per Area by

O Spring
Atla] 1 W Fall

[ I I I I I I
0 0.001 0.01 0.1 1 10 100

mg per m2

NEAMAP Biomass per Are
Fall 2007/2008 and Spring

Attantic cod - Spring
A B Fall

0 0.001 0.01 0.1 1 10 100




Biomass (mg per m2)

1.4

1.2

=

‘E}E:f ‘D&} "'F .}L‘"

.
> —
o |
v |
F
..h
.
.
-
- —
_
.
-
—
-
—

>

LN & 2 &g kB
& P Sl S
& & 5@"i “‘3& ;f“ & L LSS S \d'p
L

i‘ Eg‘\ll}
S o8

B Spring
m Fall







5

XK X X

T xlx
T xlx

X
w

IR KKK KK ]! XXXXXX%

v ‘
KKK KK X XK XKIX X X

W
"
X X
X
X K X

§
g

KX
KX
X

KX
KX

X KIX X X X]!
X
"
X
X

%

%XXXX KK X XX X X

R PP
Xx !
XK X X

R B
BN B
BN B

X
X

%XX

X
X
XX
XX

RPN B B PN BN B b

X

KX

KX

KX

KX

X
%XXXX

KK XK KX X]!

XX
XX
XK K X




XXX

KKK

X

%XXX

OXIXIX]

KX X'

5

XK X!

v K

KX

KX

%XXXX

X X]!

5

XK K X

TR K|

XX

X X

KKK XK X X X




| Area Management Plan (SAMP)

Rhode Island Ocean Spec

TORIWY

T

TITow

120

e
{

140

T1E0W

BLOCK ISLANG SRUNG

&
ey
h__n..n.v
S

e
¥
ot
i
0
S
s
“.."_.
i r!lﬂlfi
L
2
s

oK

E

s

o
o
“.-.“ s
FaraTe ""‘ s ‘.H“H *‘
i vtﬁuvuﬂtﬂ.?

R

B
55

e
e

e
.rofc" 3

e,

X

o

s
o
o

]

Morauk

i

£

o8

o

4

oot o

Number of Species with Essential Fish Habitat in the Ocean SAMP Area

Map Key

ShaledFedaral Wabers Separaban

L | QozanSAMP Study Area

iz msag R R L SO SCRAMETR
Fpr Frogect Mg and Do Paistoi

Propsction R Stalszbine
Fer Project Bickgrousd ifcimabias.

Cousirele Syshen
FFJ Zere 300
Dafre. HEDED

hitzcrwe by ang s _EramcheconiETEETg
- Koy & w g a
==  ua

sy

G




Rhode Island Ocean Special Area Management Plan (SAMP)

T T1o0W T 1720w TIW T

i gt (|

Map Key

L1 DoeanSaMP Sludy Araa

State’Faderal Wabtars Separaban
12
1

o

e

e

i
T 5
4
o

ey

&1730

4120

Spscies Inclided in Map:
Atlantic Cod

Allantic mackaral
Atlantic sea scaliop
Bluefisn

Bultarfish

Haddeck

Mon&fish :
iy areck istand seuno
Soup 1

Sivvar haks

Bumrner foundar

Windowpane flounder I
Whnlar Rounder T'\_\___

Viich flaunder B ;j- |
Yellowtai Aourder w ]

L e |

Mloniak
0 WEomwie 3 4 = W
rrrrrrrr r

A1°10H

o,
e R

41°TH

r L] m |

Coavirais Sylan \

Fregeckion A Saaieshare Ty

Une Fast ™

FFO om0 —
Curume HADED

For Protect Ewsigraacd inforranbier:
PR A T 0 L AR E ORI

Fir Proges Wap e D Priain
'd_zrzjcis

itz irvew ahay ang

Gy <o c i B G ; ) . . : . .

1
=
=
3
o
@
o
[ 73]
=)
D
o,
[11]
oy
=
E
m
]
D
2
o
o
w
=
=
foi]
o
m
[{=]
w0
o
=
=
[11]
3
1]
=
[¥5]
I
=
]
>
D
w
40 ;-I:IN‘




Map Key
L1 OoesnSAMP Study Area
State/Faderal Watars Separation
14
i 43
£ 12
B 1
L 10

9
=T
a
o

Speces induded in Map:
Armercan plaics
Afantic Cod
Agantic Harmng
Aftanitic mackers|
Adlamlic s=a scalop
Black sea bass
Elusstih

Butarfish

Haddock

Mankfizh

Coman pol

Rad hakn

Saup

Bilvar hake

Sammisr Bounder
‘Wirlowgans founcss
Wirar Boan e

Wilitch flounder
“elloratail lourder

For Pagect Rackgroand Indarmasan;
BEPC S A ANLSE RRLR e Tre

For Mt Map and Dala Pradzch
FETC Vi N D3y 00 0o 0 Toaan e

8 cavc W@ @

Rhode Island Ocean Special Area Management Plan (SAMP)

TS0

THoRIW

TI0W TOOS0W

L
N7
e
.=

Mantauk

{H

T
M«*;;F‘C: LB
s
A
.|—-jr -“E‘
EI’..I.EZAR?»SI Bl:--} E:f;
P
i EYARD SOUND -
éﬁ:‘o Wl .
L b ey

5 KL
s
L
L

o

i
>

RS
Ty,

4

253
".

&
o
o

L,
5

)

o
+¢
,

5

i

8

!

L
-

.
'
.
.,

X

o
0

e
".-

e

£,
K

e

i,

L
L

>,

,‘ﬁ

f
Q‘i?‘
o

b5

L
i
X
s

0
b
s
o
£

>

>
o

o

5

£
4

3

s

<
>

wh

A
X
5
W

0-::
s
'.
e
O

2
bt
>

¢

.0-

2

4

o

2,
o,
s

i
S
4
i
A
’ﬁ
2

o
{3

i
L

S
¥
"‘d‘d‘:t:

el

ey

.
e

R ¥
L

;w
o
i
5

22

4

£
e

e 4, 3

f., 2 ¥ '

b ;

. veviEel [

Eete!

2
t,:‘ﬁ}:ﬁ
R

2%
%

sl
%
K
$¢
‘.@*
SR

i,

L
=

s
%

S

s
s

:‘- ¢§-‘-§
s
! >

'.-‘i-

-

' o

4G

41750

41°20H

411N

410N




Rhode Island Ocean Special Area Management Plan (SAMP)
71BN T1°40W T1730W T1°20W T IW T TOE0W
Map Key N ﬁ V—ﬁ 4 U e ’?“l 1\};5*1_
e N 4 . it
= : 4 N
L} OcaanSAMP Sudy fraa ; 1ol : |
State’Federsl Wabters Separation o 4 J f N
17 hedd, -E
16 H
£ 1E BUZZARDS BAY .,_\‘{
557 14 i el
v 15 d"ﬁ'v‘“ =
12
it :L ez soune
4, 7171 & MLy ol A : =]
oD Bk AT 3 :
z § TR
g ﬁ' \ &.“:.f‘i‘i.i.f‘-ﬁ
o \ =7
Epecies Inciuded in Map: E'
Amencan plaice Ri=d hake “"
Man‘blcc-ud. Scup =
AN raerhaist. Spim gt erent A 2 S
e e | e L T
e ™ Sy R S R |
mﬁ.mn A e “hﬂ’"@c z Y S s X
nkfish ‘indowpares flauncler eyatetatstetet, x Mxt, e |
TR i | IS R R R
Ceaan quahag vellmwial Aounder ] !\ . LTty Eatatated ,ﬂ-’}i’ﬁ-,ﬁ’i:;:ﬁ’ﬂ:ﬁ'&:‘-}’v‘ ReTeratetal 1
o RENN I, o o] o 0%‘4,{01; AR
o Tty TR *"ﬁvztﬂﬁ}* RS I
e ‘&*ﬁ" : #“‘3"%‘:’ ﬂ‘:’@’f‘}.’"iﬂ" - =
¥ 5 = Plcmlauk Q-"-’Q-‘Q-* "-#‘# .A.#A?n’héaﬂh#+ Bty L =
R Sl RSN 3
TR G e -
Coakinate Syan "‘_‘:ﬁ -
s Fomt
Dinee RADES
Fed Priject Basugioare nWsireabee.
it Eaag rIrd Qo LEL SO CoBATIERTE
Ll oyt SR — — . — z
- | Number of Species with Essential Fish Habitat-Juveniles in the Ocean SAMP Area | :
L_E E*ii E B S 1 1 L L 1 L L
e




Rhode Island Ocean Special Area Management Plan (SAMP)

L0 T4 T17FIW T30 T T TOEIW

Map Key

L1 OceanSAMP Study Araa

SlaleFaderal Walers Separaton
17
16
o 15
R4
13
12
SEn
10
el
4
a

471730

L1720

K
Species Inchsdad in Man: HODE ISLAND SOLIND
Apnerican plaice Red hake
SHantic Cod Sup
Alantc Herming Siver haka
Aflanfic mackerel  Spiny dogfish
AHantc sea scalop  Squid, e

41°10H

Black 2as bass Equid, Lodign ’,1 ‘
Bluafish Surd clams.
BuSerfish Sumires oundai e ‘5_: = .l
Mankfsh Wirdowpana Aoundar s ‘0
Wdrrier Sound) . i
g::: z ::1 oa Yolkoatail Roundes ke ‘!:o‘:::;:;:. '4**"% i
oo b et tet ettt 1
SRR SR 3
SRRaE ' s R
¥ stometors ¥ 1 Mentauk : h“#{‘"‘b‘ EEEEEA TS, - 4E
TETETELL A T - b =
S S
s o EEamas
e e B e S
FFE Zave. 340 - ?f‘f.?‘fﬁ*w e
Dwbwrn - MADE

Far Pieject Backgreund Inkorrraben
I T R L TR R

Fat Frigect Wap ard Dt Freducs
hip Cwrea sanbay prgd_propsclanoesTanmg

G e BN I

A1
40750

1

Number of Species with Essential Fish Habitat-Adults in the Ocean SAMP Area













Map Key
L) CoceanSAMP Study frea

Stabe Waters

Historc Trawl Intensity
Heavily traneded
Moderately trawled

Hilnnabai

a B L1

ool St
Frojecton o Stmephe
e
PES Tome 3700
CERT. MECE
wap Exe Daa
Slale 0mers RS, MeDE CTGE
SMP ShyTs deea P GAWE Doiatess
E 3 MBS SLE B oSy
als i ¥ RO S S undigs

- - =
ot Byraprmand o m sl on -
RNt I sauacEansann K -
s Historic Trawling Areas
||5.'.'-'.l.-.-"n:1:.3-.'u q.ﬁ'_mn;u.'z'.:.raur-: Sowrge: 5. Olsen and D, Stevensan. 1975,
Commercia)l ?ﬁ.’é‘:ﬂ'ﬁsﬁindﬁrﬂ'ﬁ 5 of Rfode Islend
l W cAMC = I University of Rhode Island Coastal Resaurces Cenber
— . - i § 1 [ 1

Rhode Island Ocean Special Area Management Plan (SAMP)

T1P50W 71740 1730w 17w T 10 TN TOPE0W

7 o

"%

o
=
]
]
=
)
=]
"]
o
I
™
41

= = sy Head ng
" ﬁ s
LY
’
f
i
i
b Y
1
i
1 48
Soulh Wesl Shoal | =
1
i
|
|
i
4
‘ﬂ
u-l"'"-_— -oE
- o

-
-
-
-

: q ” .

































Map Key
I CceanSAMP Study Area

State Waters

Fisheries

[ Fixed Gear
=] Mabile Gear
|IC] Recreational

i phe Sygwn:

Frogecbon: Bl Slaleplara

Lt Fest

FP5 Iore 1M

Cuum: MaDE:

Wap Sase Dati!

Elaly Borders: RIGIE: MAGIS: CTOHE
SARF Sty Area. R SARWF Cuabase

Eiwie Wabers  WRES SLA Soindary
Esttyreary Inkvipaisiesd frem HOS Sourdings

Far Projes: Backgeaird Infomiatian;
gz

Foi Proesn Map s Daln Prockions

Rhode Island Ocean Special Area Management Plan (SAMP)

7130w

T1°50W

A

T17 MW 110

10w oS0

bl

I.IZZAH DS BAY

"ﬁuﬂc}d

E‘r’.ﬁ.F!D EGUND

e <
2

Mobile Gear, Fixed Gear, and

41'30'"

217 20N

40N

410N

Recreational Fishing Areas
ki Souroe; Cualitative Input From Cammarnaial and
= Racraational Fishing Stakehoklers, 2009

st 90 0 AT R s A T

BN




_Rhode Island Ocean Special Area Management Plan (SAMP)

Map Key

| g DosanSandR Study Area
SlateFadeal Vielers

Number of Trips per Cell
fi- 50
51- 100

[ 1ot - 200

B =t - a0

. -

ARS ?.u' A
[N T )

Wop B L

Slale Mt BGE HAES CTRS

Ebv™ Shadycrza 71 S WP Dambooe

Stz Atz W3 ELA Bzunzary
Ealfotrets mamoimesom kO3 S2oncngs
Far 2 et MacczmusdimnemEcn

g fimEagatlgss o ez ansann

For A sl W 20 D01 Frazits
I e D o e CEfea e

I% ::_ﬂ_MI’.‘ H]EI

T1e40nw TG0 T Ti1ns E R
y il by L}

Cne Minute Srid Spacing
Source: Mational Marine Fisheries Service













Map Key

L1 CceanSAMP Study Area
State Waters

[ Fisharies, Mobile Gear

Liawdeate 3yaemn

Pragection: R Slaleplass

Urds: Fast

TIPS Zona: 1000

Delun: HACAY

Bdaz Base Dalac

Smade Borders: RINE, WAGE:; CTAIE
SAMP Sy Areas B SALP Dural s
Seake Wisters: WG SLA Iﬂ.nd"ﬂ .

mmumm

hrmuwmmm

Rhode Island Ocean Special Area Management Plan (SAMP)

T1750W T4 T30 T 20 T 0w 10w TO S

Mobile Gear Fishing Areas

Source: Quaktative Ingust From
Commarcial Fehing Industry Siakehaldars, 2009




Rhode Island Ocean Special Area Management Plan (SAMP)

T1°60W T1E0%y T1730N T1920%0 TN T
s .ll i ..'\\.._'.I £ A\l 4
e = ]
L
- I|'
. OcaanSAlP Sudy drea e ,1{ ] e
State!Federal Viabers |. :
Number of Trips per Cell || o i, o]
&-50 s
&1- 100 e
e &g
[ 101 - 200 i
| RG] -

-0

e fes
Frrror

1 LT T %

a 8 L]

ke e gen

Froectin = 31 Etes A

U-ie Feest

FFR3Zopme 80

LEET L LR B ]

kap Ease Daks

Slate Baaes PGS WMeDIE oT0IE

EAMF Fuos mpex i e Dol

Shals veaters AR ELA Ao day
ExtemeTy INEpcbnes Yon RIS fucdogs

AL S & ssel Trip Reports, 1998 - 2008
For Propict Wagna -l Do P e = ED‘HGI‘T‘I TTHW‘l I{E" E-EESOI"IS}

Tz Wwwrs i Bl jETj R G s

Cine rminute grid spacing

I éiiu CLM C T | Eource: Matianal Marine Fisherles Service




Map Key

T 4 CosanSaMP Study Ares
Hale/Federal Welers

Number of Trips per Call
fi- G0
51 - 100

-101 200
B - zo0
— B

Coznn St
Frofzmizn FoSmresane

Wip Bt Ly

1T B 1AL, WAL UL

S5ei= Ehudy Arax 513AF Do

St Wakets B SLA M ity
Palimanide ik fum HOE Soaniig

Fa-Fro,sck Sase i dormizian
522 AT 5T BT 2 T

Y B S 2 L TR L
T T e [ T P e LA

Rhode Island Ocean Speclal Area Management Plan {SAMP)

?‘I EEHN 714000 7110

Vessel Trip Reports, 1993 - 2008
Scallop Dredge (all seasons)
e minute gnd specing
Source: Malional Marine Fisheries Servive




Map Key

1 4 OosanSAMP Study Ares
Slale/Faderal Vialers

Number of Trips per Cell
£-50
- 51-100

[ 1 -0

B =200

.

COIR NI Siem:

POTgasaciv Y S v

Lnts Feet

AFE oz #20

Corum: RADED

HrpEree Dona

Eimd Boers RO S MAHE CTEE

E4°0° Shdy Armpc 51 BAWF Japhare

Stak Walard MM SLA BTNy
Relfyrels (R pEStEe E T KOS SoiEnga

o P70 el S0 D VO e,
T Va3 e o BT A g

Fo~Fro ecl 10 and Dics Fosucls
i v rerthe ool s bos sareaTe

| cgmc |

Rhode Island Ocean Special Area Management Plan (SAMP)

T1OEIN 710 7170

Vessel Trip Reports, 1998 - 2006

Mid-Water Trawl (all seasons)
Cine rinute grid spacing
Source; Mationgl Marine Fisherles Senace







Map Key
LT OesenSAMP Study Ares

State Watars

. Fish Trap Locations

Comirans 5 ymsT:

Frofsstion: R Stategdons

Nap Dass Cula

Sinte Bordery: RIGIS MAGIS CTGIS

SAMP Sy Ares R SSRF D e

Slams Wharers bild 5 SLA. Roreradry
Balsmesy |rdeooleted fom MCE Sordngs

Froi Froject Bechpround indormston
R YRR A A0 1 AT

ot Frojeet Bap and Dats Prosus s
T (v PR OIS Bl pe e o

oo TEEE
EE |

Rhode Island Ocean Special Area Management Plan (SAMP)

71U

7140w 71" 3w 720 7110 710 7O

Lz
4140

\ BUZZARDS BAYC)G/:
kclnnel'F’lF\ P‘“E?-t:‘:}
Y

VINEYARD SQUND

b "‘E:'Qfﬂ-m
Browis Ledges b
~
’
RHODE [SLAND S0UNWD ]
1 oy
LY
b
|
1 A
Eaar Groumd Sauth Wast Shoal |
|
I
Cox Ledge |
1
]
1“ s - -
Yewck channet - =
- -
" T < =
-

Permitted Floating Fish Trap Locations
Source: RIDEM Abslract of Maiine Fishesies Rulss ami Reguistions. 2009

1 1 1 1 1 1 1

41°30M

41710°N

410N







Map Key

L3 CosanSAMP Study Area
State Viaters

B Fisheries, Fixed Gear

Coovdnme Syme
Fujecsse: i Stavsdans
Urda: Foul

FIPE Zane: 1)
Dauiare HADEY

Map Same Catn
Stalw Bordenn: AIGHS MAGE; CTHS
GARF Shily Ao B CAME Cutsboss
Srale Watsrs: W 5 SLA Boundary
ety e R0 -
For Prgec Bach pround infoenat o
B e
Fur Project Waps ared Dalin Prodwets
B Wi BITH 34 0D e 40 BT

Iiéw-z cRMc ]

Rhode Island Ocean Special Area Management Plan (SAMP)

TR 7110w .'-'1‘I:I"~"ir

New Badfard o

b iat

U.ZEAREIS Bar

®. j(:

B EYARD SOUND

s <

N |
BLOCK

50

Fixed Gear Fishing Areas

Srared; Cualitativa bnpat From
Cammarcial Fshing Industry Stakabalders, 2008

1 1 L L

TO"SW

41PN

41100

41°0'H




Map Key

1 g OosanSaMP Study Area
Slale/Faderal Vialers

Number of Trips per Cell
6-50
- 51-100

[ 1ot -200

| EHREN]

.

COIR NI Slem:

PAOfaERz B s v

Lnis Foet

AFE Zonz: #520

Corum: RADEZD

Hrp Eree Duna

EimE Boers O MAE CTEE

£45% Ghady Araxc 51 BAWF Janhare

Slake Walars  MMS SLA BTNy
Peligyres (R psteE KOS SoiEngs

P P70 Bl S 2 D 0P O e
T Va3 i s A

Fo~Fro ect 187 amd Docs Fmsucls
e v rerthw m_prol s o 2areaTe

| cpmc |

Rhode Island Ocean Special Area Management Plan (SAMP)

7SI

T

omias S sL

A TR

fe  aeapmaries 4

71740 130N
- f L

717100

Vessel Trip Reports, 1998 - 2005

Gillnet (all seasons)
Cine rminute grid specing
Source; Mational Marine Fisherles Senvice







Herring-Atlantic 19.426.667 $1.637.564 10
Squid-Longfin-inshore 18,426,084 $14.018.015 10
MackerelAtlantic 7.623 878 $1.021 248 10
Skates 6,455,051 $627.053 10
Hake, Silver 6,290,385 $2.543,255 10
Goosefish-(Moenkfish) 5.148.746 $4.921.970 10
Lobster-American 4340526 $19.113.035 10
Seup 3131617 $2.381.122 10
SquidNorthern-shortfin 3.089.620 $882.507 6
SkateLittle 2.374.344 $196.849 6
Flounder—Summer 2,158,836 $4-660-022 10
Butterfish 1588842 $680.673 10
Flounder-Winter 1173497 $1.599.963 10
Crab-Atlantic rock 952,517 $489.484 8
FlounderYellowtail 941.055 $1.067.699 10
Crab-Jonah 892 223 $471.098 10
QuahogNorthern 890,965 $5.675.621 10
Hake, Red 797.796 $191.042 10
Scaklop-Sea 719,914 $4.847.792 10
CrabRed 608,303 $452.849 6
Bluefish 553.631 $185.447 10
CrabsBrachyura 484718 $242.149 7
Cod-Atlantic 454363 $511.321 10
Dogfish-Spiny 409,938 $71.208 10
Haddock 336,594 $369.411 10
Menhadens 326.289 $38.916 10
Bass, Blacksea 315991 $758.978 10
Skate Winter 217.973 $42.254 6
Bass,-Striped 202,593 $540.829 10
Surfclam-—Atlantic 181261 $6.272 1
FlounderWitch 168.881 $211.058 10
Plaice-American 119517 $118.531 10
Clam-Soft 102,742 $711.869 10




Top Fifteen Species by Pounds Landed 1999-2008
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Top Fifteen Species by Average Landings Value 1999-2008
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Total Commercial Landings in Pounds, 1970-2008
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Awverage Landings by Gear Type 1999-2008
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Estimated Average Recreational Catch (Ibs), 1999-2008
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Estimated Recreational Fishing Trips and Participants,
1999-2008
(Excludes Narragansett Bay)
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Estimated Recreational Fishing Trips by Mode, 1999-2008
(Excludes Narragansett Bay)
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Weight in Pounds/ Value in Dollars

Rhode Island Federal Landings 1999-2008 (Weight and Value)
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Point Judith Landings by Weight and Value, 1999-2008
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Newport Landings by Weight and Dollar Value, 1999-2008
(No data available for 1999-2003)
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Ranking among major U.S. ports
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Establishiments 2 2 1 7
Employees 192 63 2 270

Retail Seafood Number of
Market Establishiments 3 3 5 31
5 34 140


























































650-RICR-20-05-5

TITLE 650 — COASTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

CHAPTER 20 — COASTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

SUBCHAPTER 05 — OCEAN SPECIAL AREA MANAGEMENT PLAN

PART 5 — Commercial and Recreational Fisheries

5.1

A.

Authority

Pursuant to the federal Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 88
1451 through 1466) and R.I. Gen. Laws § 46-23 the Coastal Resources
Management Council is authorized to develop and implement special area
management plans.

The requlations herein constitute a RICR requlatory component of the Ocean

5.2

5.3

5.3.1

Special Area Management Plan (SAMP) Chapter 5 - Commercial and
Recreational Fisheries, and must be read in conjunction with the other RICR
requlatory components and chapters of the Ocean SAMP for the full context and
understanding of the CRMC's findings and policies that form the basis and
purpose of these requlations. The other RICR requlatory components and
chapters of the Ocean SAMP should be employed in interpreting the regulations
herein and R.l. Gen. Laws 8 46-23-1, et seq.

Purpose

The purpose of these rules is to carry out the responsibilities of the Coastal
Resources Management Council in establishing the Ocean Special Area
Management Plan (SAMP) for the offshore waters (beyond 3 nautical mile state
water boundary) within the geographic location description (GLD) and to provide
the regulatory framework for promoting a balanced and comprehensive
ecosystem-based management approach to the development and protection of
Rhode Island’s ocean-based resources. In addition, these rules establish the
regulatory standards and enforceable policies within the GLD for purposes of the
federal Coastal Zone Management Act federal consistency provisions pursuant
to 16 U.S.C. § 1456 and 15 C.F.R. Part 930.

Policies and Standards (formerly § 560)
General Policies (formerly 8§ 560.1)

The commercial and recreational fishing industries, and the habitats and
biological resources of the ecosystem they are based on, are of vital economic,
social, and cultural importance to Rhode Island’s fishing ports and communities.



Commercial and recreational fisheries are also of great importance to Rhode
Island’s economy and to the quality of life experienced by both residents and
visitors. The Council finds that other uses of the SAMP area could potentially
displace commercial or recreational fishing activities or have other adverse
impacts on commercial and recreational fisheries.

The Council recognizes that finfish, shellfish, and crustacean resources and
related fishing activities are managed by a host of different agencies and
regulatory bodies which have jurisdiction over different species and/or different
parts of the SAMP area. Entities involved in managing fish and fisheries within
the SAMP area include, but are not limited to, the Atlantic States Marine
Fisheries Commission, the Rl Department of Environmental Management, the RI
Marine Fisheries Council, the NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, the New
England Fishery Management Council, and the Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council. The Council recognizes the jurisdiction of these
organizations in fishery management and will work with these entities to protect
fisheries resources. The Council will also work in coordination with these entities
to protect priority habitat areas.

The Council’s policy is to protect commercial and recreational fisheries within the
SAMP area from the adverse impacts of other uses, while supporting actions to
make ongoing fishing practices more sustainable. It should be recognized that
scientific knowledge of the impacts of fishing on habitats and fish populations will
advance. Improvements in more sustainable gear technology, fishing practices,
and management tools may improve the state of fisheries resources. A general
goal of the Council is to constantly improve the health of the Ocean SAMP area
ecosystem and the populations of fish and shellfish it provides. Cooperative
research, utilizing the unique skills and expertise of the fishing community, will be
a cornerstone to this goal.

Commercial and recreational fisheries activities are dynamic, taking place at
different places at different times of the year due to seasonal species migrations
and other factors. The Council recognizes that fisheries are dynamic, shaped by
these seasonal migrations as well as other factors including shifts in the
regulatory environment, market demand, and global climate change. The Council
further recognizes that the entire Ocean SAMP area is used by commercial and
recreational fishermen employing different fishing methods and gear types.
Changes in existing uses, intensification of uses, and new uses within the area
could cause adverse impacts to these fisheries. Accordingly, the Council shall:

1. In consultation with the Fishermen’s Advisory Board, as defined in §
11.3(E) of this Subchapter, identify and evaluate prime fishing areas on an
ongoing basis through an adaptive framework.

2. Review any uses or activities that could disrupt commercial and
recreational fisheries activities.



The Council shall work together with the U.S. Coast Guard, the U.S. Navy, the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, NOAA, fishermen’s organizations, marine pilots,
recreational boating organizations, and other marine safety organizations to
promote safe navigation, fishing, and recreational boating activity around and
through offshore structures and developments, and along cable routes, during
the construction, operation, and decommissioning phases of such projects. The
Council will promote and support the education of all mariners regarding safe
navigation around offshore structures and developments and along cable routes.

Discussions with the U.S. Coast Guard, the U.S. Department of Interior Bureau
of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation, and Enforcement, and the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers have indicated that no vessel access restrictions are planned
for the waters around and through offshore structures and developments, or
along cable routes, except for those necessary for navigational safety.
Commercial and recreational fishing and boating access around and through
offshore structures and developments and along cable routes is a critical means
of mitigating the potential adverse impacts of offshore structures on commercial
and recreational fisheries and recreational boating. The Council endorses this
approach and shall work to ensure that the waters surrounding offshore
structures, developments, and cable routes remain open to commercial and
recreational fishing, marine transportation, and recreational boating, except for
navigational safety restrictions. The Council requests that federal agencies notify
the Council as soon as is practicable of any federal action that may affect vessel
access around and through offshore structures and developments and along
cable routes. The Council will continue to monitor changes to navigational
activities around and through offshore developments and along cable routes. Any
changes affecting existing navigational activities may be subject to CZMA
Federal Consistency review if the federal agency determines its activity will have
reasonably foreseeable effects on the uses or resources of Rhode Island’s
coastal zone.

The Council recognizes that commercial and recreational fishermen from other
states, such as the neighboring states of Connecticut, New York, and
Massachusetts, often fish in the Ocean SAMP area. The Council also recognizes
that many fish species that are harvested in adjacent waters may rely on habitats
and prey located within the Ocean SAMP area. Accordingly, the Council will work
with neighboring states to ensure that Offshore Development and other uses of
the Ocean SAMP area do not result in significant impacts to the fisheries
resources or activities of other states.

The Council shall appoint a standing Fishermen’s Advisory Board (FAB) which
shall provide advice to the Council on the siting and construction of other uses in
marine waters. The FAB is an advisory body to the Council that is not intended to
supplant any existing authority of any other federal or state agency responsible
for the management of fisheries, including but not limited to the Marine Fisheries
Council and its authorities set forth in R.I. Gen. Laws § 20-3-1 et seq. The FAB
shall be comprised of nine members, one representing each of the following six



5.3.2

Rhode Island fisheries: bottom trawling; scallop dredging; gilinetting; lobstering;
party and charter boat fishing; and recreational angling; and three members,
including two commercial fishermen and one recreational fisherman, who are
Massachusetts fishermen who fish in the Ocean SAMP area. FAB members shall
serve four-year terms-and-shall-serve-no-mere-than-two-consecutive-terms. The
Council shall provide to the FAB a semi-annual status report on Ocean SAMP
area fisheries-related issues, including but not limited to those of which the
Council is cognizant in its planning and regulatory activities, and shall notify the
FAB in writing concerning any project in the Ocean SAMP area. The FAB shall
meet not less than semi-annually with the Habitat Advisory Board and on an as-
needed basis to provide the Council with advice on the potential adverse impacts
of other uses on commercial and recreational fishermen and fisheries activities,
and on issues including, but not limited to, the evaluation and planning of project
locations, arrangements, and alternatives; micro-siting (siting of individual wind
turbines within a wind farm to identify the best site for each individual structure);
access limitations; and measures to mitigate the potential impacts of such
projects on the fishery. In addition the FAB may aid the Council and its staff in
developing and implementing a research agenda. As new information becomes
available and the scientific understanding of the Ocean SAMP planning area
evolves, the FAB may identify new areas with unique or fragile physical features,
important natural habitats, or areas of high natural productivity for designation by
the Council as Areas of Particular Concern or Areas Designated for Preservation.

Regulatory Standards (formerly 8§ 560.2)

Any large-scale offshore development, as defined in 8§ 8.3(G) and 11.3(H) of
this Subchapter, shall require a meeting between the Fisherman’s Advisory
Board (FAB), the applicant, and the Council staff to discuss potential fishery-
related impacts, such as, but not limited to, project location, construction
schedules, alternative locations, project minimization and identification of high
fishing activity or habitat edges. For any state permit process for a large-scale
offshore development this meeting shall occur prior to submission of the state
permit application. The Council cannot require a pre-application meeting for
federal permit applications, but the Council strongly encourages applicants for
any large-scale offshore development, as defined in as defined in 88§ 8.3(G) and
11.3(H) of this Subchapter, in federal waters to meet with the FAB and the
Council staff prior to the submission of a federal application, lease, license, or
authorization. However, for federal permit applicants, a meeting with the FAB
shall be necessary data and information required for federal consistency reviews
for purposes of starting the CZMA 6-month review period for federal license or
permit activities under 15 C.F.R. Part 930, Subpart D, and OCS Plans under 15
C.F.R. Part 930, Subpart E, pursuant to 15 C.F.R. § 930.58(a)(2). Any necessary
data and information shall be provided before the 6-month CZMA review period
begins for a proposed project.

The Council shall prohibit any other uses or activities that would result in
significant long-term negative impacts to Rhode Island’s commercial or



recreational fisheries. Long-term impacts are defined as those that affect more
than one or two seasons.

The Council shall require that the potential adverse impacts of offshore
developments and other uses on commercial or recreational fisheries be
evaluated, considered, and mitigated as described in § 5.3.2(D) of this Part.

For the purposes of 88 5.3.1 and 5.3.2 of this Part, mitigation is defined as a
process to make whole those fisheries user groups that are adversely affected by
proposals to be undertaken, or undertaken projects, in the Ocean SAMP area.
Mitigation measures shall be in consonance with the purposes of duly adopted
fisheries management plans, programs, strategies and regulations of the
agencies and regulatory bodies with jurisdiction over fisheries in the SAMP area,
including but not limited to those set forth above in § 5.3.1(B) of this Part.
Mitigation shall not be designed or implemented in a manner that substantially
diminishes the effectiveness of duly adopted fisheries management programs.
Mitigation measures may include, but are not limited to, compensation, effort
reduction, habitat preservation, restoration and construction, marketing, and
infrastructure improvements. Where there are potential impacts associated with
proposed projects, the need for mitigation shall be presumed. Negotiation of
mitigation agreements shall be a necessary condition of any approval or permit of
a project by the Council. Mitigation shall be negotiated between the Council staff,
the FAB, the project developer, and approved by the Council. The reasonable
costs associated with the negotiation, which may include data collection and
analysis, technical and financial analysis, and legal costs, shall be borne by the
applicant. The applicant shall establish and maintain either an escrow account to
cover said costs of this negotiation or such other mechanism as set forth in the
permit or approval condition pertaining to mitigation. This policy shall apply to all
large-scale offshore developments, underwater cables, and other projects as
determined by the Council.

Glacial moraines are important habitat areas for a diversity of fish and other
marine plants and animals because of their relative structural permanence and
structural complexity. Glacial moraines create a unique bottom topography that
allows for habitat diversity and complexity, which allows for species diversity in
these areas and creates environments that exhibit some of the highest
biodiversity within the entire Ocean SAMP area. The Council also recognizes that
because glacial moraines contain valuable habitats for fish and other marine life,
they are also important to commercial and recreational fishermen. Accordingly,
the Council shall designate glacial moraines as identified in Part 11 of this
Subchapter, Figures 3 and 4 in 8 11.10.2 of this Subchapter, as Areas of
Particular Concern. For further information on Areas of Particular Concern see
Part 11 of this Subchapter, The Policies of the Ocean SAMP.

The Council recognizes that moraine edges, as illustrated in Figures 3 and 4 in 8
11.10.2 of this Subchapter, The Policies of the Ocean SAMP, are important to
fishermen. In addition to these mapped areas, the FAB may identify other edge



areas that are important to fisheries within a proposed project location. The
Council shall consider the potential adverse impacts of future activities or
projects on these areas to Rhode Island’s commercial and recreational fisheries.
Where it is determined that there is a significant adverse impact, the Council will
modify or deny activities that would impact these areas. In addition, the Council
will require assent holders for offshore developments to employ micro-siting
techniques in order to minimize the potential impacts of such projects on these
edge areas.

The finfish, shellfish, and crustacean species that are targeted by commercial
and recreational fishermen rely on appropriate habitat at all stages of their life
cycles. While all fish habitat is important, spawning and nursery areas are
especially important in providing shelter for these species during the most
vulnerable stages of their life cycles. The Council shall protect sensitive habitats
where they have been identified through the site assessment plan or construction
and operation plan review processes for offshore developments as described in §
11.10.5 of this Subchapter, The Policies of the Ocean SAMP.

The Council shall consult with the U.S. Coast Guard, the U.S. Navy, marine
pilots, the FAB, fishermen’s organizations, and recreational boating organizations
when scheduling offshore marine construction or dredging activities. Where it is
determined there is a significant conflict with season-limited commercial or
recreational fisheries activities, recreational boating activities or scheduled
events, or other navigation uses, the Council shall modify or deny activities to
minimize conflict with these uses.

The Council shall require the assent holder to provide for communication with
commercial and recreational fishermen, mariners, and recreational boaters
regarding offshore marine construction or dredging activities. Communication
shall be facilitated through a project website and shall complement standard U.S.
Coast Guard procedures such as Notices to Mariners for notifying mariners of
obstructions to navigation.

For all large-scale offshore developments, underwater cables, and other
development projects as determined by the Council, the assent holder shall
designate and fund a third-party fisheries liaison. The fisheries liaison must be
knowledgeable about fisheries and shall facilitate direct communication between
commercial and recreational fishermen and the project developer. Commercial
and recreational fishermen shall have regular contact with and direct access to
the fisheries liaison throughout all stages of an offshore development (pre-
construction; construction; operation; and decommissioning).

Where possible, offshore developments should be designed in a configuration to
minimize adverse impacts on other user groups, which include but are not limited
to: recreational boaters and fishermen, commercial fishermen, commercial ship
operators, or other vessel operators in the project area. Configurations which
may minimize adverse impacts on vessel traffic include, but are not limited to, the



incorporation of a traffic lane through a development to facilitate safe and direct
navigation through, rather than around, an offshore development.

The items listed below shall be required for all offshore developments:

1.

A biological assessment of commercially and recreationally targeted
species shall be required within the project area for all Offshore
Developments. This assessment shall assess the relative abundance,
distribution, and different life stages of these species at all four seasons of
the year. This assessment shall comprise a series of surveys, employing
survey equipment and methods that are appropriate for sampling finfish,
shellfish, and crustacean species at the project’s proposed location. Such
an assessment shall be performed at least four times: pre-construction (to
assess baseline conditions); during construction; and at two different
intervals during operation (i.e., 1 year after construction and then post-
construction). At each time this assessment must capture all four seasons
of the year. This assessment may include evaluation of survey data
collected through an existing survey program, if data are available for the
proposed site. The Council will not require this assessment for proposed
projects within the renewable energy zone that are proposed within two
years of the adoption of the Ocean SAMP.

An assessment of commercial and recreational fisheries effort, landings,
and landings value shall be required for all offshore developments.
Assessment shall focus on the proposed project area and alternatives.
This assessment shall evaluate commercial and recreational fishing effort,
landings, and landings value at three different stages: pre-construction (to
assess baseline conditions); during construction; and during operation. At
each stage, all four seasons of the year must be evaluated. Assessment
may use existing fisheries monitoring data but shall be supplemented by
interviews with commercial and recreational fishermen. Assessment shall
address whether fishing effort, landings, and landings value has changed
in comparison to baseline conditions. The Council will not require this
assessment for proposed projects within the renewable energy zone that
are proposed within 2 years of the adoption of the Ocean SAMP.
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