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From: Anthony Palazzolo <palazzolo@thepatentsource.com>
Sent: Friday, November 17, 2023 12:13 PM
To: jwillis@crmc.ri.gov; jskenyon@crmc.ri.gov; 'CStaff'
Subject: Watch Hill Yacht Club Dredging Application 2022-11-010

All, 
 
Further to my objection (below) to the Watch Hill Yacht Club Dredging Application 2022-11-
010, which objection I filed with the CRMC by email on August 15, 2023, I hereby request an 
oral hearing on the aforementioned application.  
 
Thank you for your kind consideration and assistance. 
 
Anthony Palazzolo, Jr. 
 
 

From: Anthony Palazzolo  
Sent: Tuesday, August 15, 2023 1:17 PM 
To: 'jwillis@crmc.ri.gov' <jwillis@crmc.ri.gov>; 'jskenyon@crmc.ri.gov' <jskenyon@crmc.ri.gov>; 'CStaff' 
<cstaff1@crmc.ri.gov> 
Subject: CRMC Crumbled - Approved Watch Hill Yacht Club Dredging Application 2022-11-010 STILL Fails To 
Acknowledge Fort Road Public ROW 
 

All, 
 
Those  of you familiar with the Watch Hill Yacht Club dredging application 2022-11-010 will 
recall that it was previously rejected for failure to acknowledge the Fort Road public ROW.   
 
So I was surprised when it was recently approved by the CRMC (Re-Notice attached).  When I 
asked the CRMC about it, I was told that the newly revised application included a letter 
acknowledging the public ROW and that that is all the CRMC requires.  I was promised a copy 
of that letter for review.  When it never arrived, I ordered a copy of the whole file (link below if 
you'd like one of your own).  Although I did find a new letter (attached) that didn't 
acknowledge the public ROW, I still did NOT find a letter that did acknowledge the public 
ROW.   Also, the drawings were revised but I could find neither hide nor hair of the Fort Road 
public ROW there either.  
 
I ask that you please let me know if you find that which I could not.  Otherwise, I ask that 
please join me in opposing CRMC application 2022-11-010 by the September 8, 2023 deadline. 
 



2

In my opinion, no one can know whether this project interferes with public access without 
knowing exactly where the public ROW is and where the work will be performed relative to 
the public ROW.   This is particularly troubling because the Town of Westerly was recently 
sued by the Watch Hill Fire District when it attempted to resolve any such uncertainty by 
surveying the public ROW.  The lawsuit specifically asks a judge to restrain the Town from 
performing that survey.  I am also told that the Town would be trespassing against the Watch 
Hill Fire District if it tried to perform that survey without the Fire District's consent.   Thus, the 
same critical information is still missing because the Fire District prevented the Town from 
obtaining it (at the Town's own cost) and the Yacht Club STILL fails to provide it.       
 
I also note that the attached letter assures the CRMC that all dredging work will be performed 
in the winter when the beach is closed.   I find that curious because I thought that both the 
wrack line plus 10 and public rights of way to the wrack line plus 10 were open all year.  I also 
thought that private parties have no power to close them.  In my opinion, the Yacht Club's 
contention that Napatree Beach is closed in the winter necessarily implies that (in the Yacht 
Club's view) Napatree Point has no wrack line plus 10 and that no public right of way to it 
exists.  I submit that it is impossible for the Yacht Club to acknowledge things that it denies 
even exist.   Thus, this application not only fails to acknowledge the public ROW it actually 
asserts that none exists.  
 
By copy of this letter to the CRMC, I ask that the CRMC reject application 2022-11-010 at least 
for the reasons noted above. 
 
Anthony Palazzolo, Jr. 
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From: Anthony Palazzolo <palazzolo@thepatentsource.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 15, 2023 1:17 PM
To: jwillis@crmc.ri.gov; jskenyon@crmc.ri.gov; 'CStaff'
Subject: CRMC Crumbled - Approved Watch Hill Yacht Club Dredging Application 2022-11-010 

STILL Fails To Acknowledge Fort Road Public ROW
Attachments: Letter from 2022-11-010 WHYC Dredging Application.pdf; Joint Public Re-Notice - 

CRMC File 2022-11-010 - Watch Hill Yacht Club - Westerly.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

All, 
 
Those  of you familiar with the Watch Hill Yacht Club dredging application 2022-11-010 will 
recall that it was previously rejected for failure to acknowledge the Fort Road public ROW.   
 
So I was surprised when it was recently approved by the CRMC (Re-Notice attached).  When I 
asked the CRMC about it, I was told that the newly revised application included a letter 
acknowledging the public ROW and that that is all the CRMC requires.  I was promised a copy 
of that letter for review.  When it never arrived, I ordered a copy of the whole file (link below if 
you'd like one of your own).  Although I did find a new letter (attached) that didn't 
acknowledge the public ROW, I still did NOT find a letter that did acknowledge the public 
ROW.   Also, the drawings were revised but I could find neither hide nor hair of the Fort Road 
public ROW there either.  
 
I ask that you please let me know if you find that which I could not.  Otherwise, I ask that 
please join me in opposing CRMC application 2022-11-010 by the September 8, 2023 deadline. 
 
In my opinion, no one can know whether this project interferes with public access without 
knowing exactly where the public ROW is and where the work will be performed relative to 
the public ROW.   This is particularly troubling because the Town of Westerly was recently 
sued by the Watch Hill Fire District when it attempted to resolve any such uncertainty by 
surveying the public ROW.  The lawsuit specifically asks a judge to restrain the Town from 
performing that survey.  I am also told that the Town would be trespassing against the Watch 
Hill Fire District if it tried to perform that survey without the Fire District's consent.   Thus, the 
same critical information is still missing because the Fire District prevented the Town from 
obtaining it (at the Town's own cost) and the Yacht Club STILL fails to provide it.       
 
I also note that the attached letter assures the CRMC that all dredging work will be performed 
in the winter when the beach is closed.   I find that curious because I thought that both the 
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wrack line plus 10 and public rights of way to the wrack line plus 10 were open all year.  I also 
thought that private parties have no power to close them.  In my opinion, the Yacht Club's 
contention that Napatree Beach is closed in the winter necessarily implies that (in the Yacht 
Club's view) Napatree Point has no wrack line plus 10 and that no public right of way to it 
exists.  I submit that it is impossible for the Yacht Club to acknowledge things that it denies 
even exist.   Thus, this application not only fails to acknowledge the public ROW it actually 
asserts that none exists.  
 
By copy of this letter to the CRMC, I ask that the CRMC reject application 2022-11-010 at least 
for the reasons noted above. 
 
Anthony Palazzolo, Jr. 
 
 
From: Jennifer Abbruzzese  
Sent: Tuesday, August 15, 2023 10:27 AM 
To: palazzolo@thepatentsource.com 
Subject: file request 
 

 

To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
Hightail Spaces

 

 

Jennifer Abbruzzese has shared 1 file. 
  

 

 
To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the  
Internet.
sender avatar

 

  

1 file • 18 MB total • Expires 08/22/2023  UTC  
  

"Please find attached the file you requested in your email." 
 

PDF 

2022-11-010.pdf 
18.2 MB
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From: jason jarvis <buddhajay108@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 19, 2023 8:23 AM
To: cstaff1@crmc.ri.gov; council@crmc.ri.gov; Shawn Lacey
Cc: McManus Conor (DEM); info@asmfc.org; karen.greene@noaa.gov
Subject: Dredging watch hill yacht club and fort rd

Captain Jason D Jarvis  
70 Beach street  
Westerly RI 02891,  
 
 
 
     To whom it may concern, 
                                             I am writing to you in opposition of the WHYC dredging application. As with most issues 
related to Watch Hill and ROWS ,this has not been properly vetted through the public hearing process.  Or through 
fisheries impacts and ecological impact studies. 
                     Besides issues related to the Fort rd right of way ,there have been no considerations regarding the use of 
this area by recreational and commercial fishermen. Napatree point Sandy Point and watch hill cove are important parts to 
the Tidal rivers ecosystem. I personally harvest Menhaden, Striped bass,horseshoe crab,  finger mullet, summer flounder 
and silversides from watch hill cove, especially in the shoal waters along the wall where this dredging is proposed.  
                     The Horseshoe crab population is in trouble . This entire shoreline is important for the horseshoe crab 
spawning season. Horseshoe crabs require shoal sand and mud flats to spawn. There has been no consideration for this 
impact. The sad truth is that if this were and oyster farm request it would be vetted for a year or more. The Watch Hill fire 
district and watch Hill conservancy are a conduit for the privatization and eventual initiation of a gated privatized 
waterfront. This violates the RI constitution.  This is also shows the two faces of the conservancy . Are they initiating 
conservation efforts to protect the tidal river ecosystem or are the initiating a front for the protection of Westerly's / Watch 
hill's affluent part time residents. I think its time to approach dredging projects with a broader lense. The proposed need 
for this project is to create more area for recreational vessels . I feel the fragile ecosystem outweighs the needs of Watch 
Hill Yacht clubs boating preferences . 
 
          I oppose this entire dredging project ,the unknown ecological consequences that may impact an already troubled 
species like the Horseshoe crab and its spawning area are unacceptable. The information below comes from 
NMFS,NOAA. ASMFC and GARFO.  Horseshoe crabs are in trouble in our waters and this dredging project could have a 
serious impact on the  Horseshoe crabs spawning area.  
     
 
Horseshoe Crabs: Managing a Resource for Birds, Bait, and Blood 
 

 

 
Horseshoe Crabs: Managing a Resource for Birds, 
Bait, and Blood 
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Because horseshoe crabs are so important as a food source for 
shorebirds, as bait, and for human health, their h... 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Management Challenge 

We know little about the status of the horseshoe crab population, but from data we do have, it seems 
that horseshoe crab abundance has increased in the southeast (North Carolina through Florida) and 
remains stable in the Delaware Bay region (New Jersey through Virginia). However, horseshoe 
crabs appear to be decreasing in the New York and New England regions. 

Because horseshoe crabs are so important as a food source for shorebirds, as bait, and for human 
health, their harvest is closely managed by the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission. A wide 
variety of federal agencies including NOAA Fisheries’ Habitat Conservation Division, the  U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, the U.S Army Corps of Engineers, and many state, local and non-governmental 
partners work to protect and to restore horseshoe crab habitat so that horseshoe crabs, and 
shorebirds, can enjoy their day at the beach as much as people do. 
 
 
 

 
 
Thank you Sincerely  
Captain Jason D Jarvis 
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From: Watch Hill Fire District Moderator (Joan Beth Brown) 
<moderator@watchhillfiredistrict.org>

Sent: Friday, February 17, 2023 12:36 PM
To: cstaff1@crmc.ri.gov
Subject: Supporting letter re. CRMC 2022-11-010
Attachments: WHFD Letter to CRMC DEM  re. 2022-11-010 WHYC Dredging.pdf

Please find attached a supporting letter regarding CRMC Application 2022-11-010.   
Thank you for your time and consideration! 
 
Joan Beth Brown 
Moderator 
Watch Hill Fire District  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Council 
Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management 
O. S. Government Center 
4808 Tower Hill Road, Rm 116 
Wakefield, RI 02879  
cstaff1@crmc.ri.gov  
          February 16, 2023 
 

Dear Rhode	Island	Coastal	Resources	Management	Council	and	Department	of	
Environmental	Management, 

We write this letter in support of CRMC Application 2022-11-010 by the Watch Hill Yacht Club 
for dredging, and to clarify and more broadly articulate the importance to the public of the 
proposed project. The project will provide greater public safety, enhance visitor accessibility, 
and improve pedestrian and vehicle access to local businesses and attractions in the village of 
Watch Hill.   
  
Bay Street is the community center for commerce and access to many amenities open to the 
public in Watch Hill. Significant and increasing nuisance tide and severe weather flooding is 
compromising safe access to the Napatree Point Conservation Area, and impeding access to 
parking for customers of local businesses and attractions. Scupper drains in the seawall along the 
Napatree access route that allow stormwater runoff to leave the roadway are constantly clogged 
by the sand that the dredging project will help mitigate. While longer-term resolutions to address 
the effects of flooding are being studied, anything that can encourage quicker draining of current 
flood waters will benefit everyone who visits or serves the community.   
  
In addition to helping to mitigate the impact on the public of nuisance tides and severe weather 
flooding, the dredged sand will be returned to Watch Hill beaches, in particular the Watch Hill 
Fire District Merry-Go-Round Beach that is open to the public, which has endured significant 
erosion over the years and especially during the December 2022 storm.  
  
We thank you for your consideration and are happy to provide any additional information you 
may require. 
  
  
Sincerely, 

 
Joan Beth Brown 
Moderator 
Watch Hill Fire District 
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From: Patrick Cozzolino <patcozz@outlook.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 16, 2023 7:08 PM
To: cstaff1@crmc.ri.gov
Subject: permit 2022-11-010

To whom it may concern,             2/16/23  
 
I am writing to voice opposition to the Watch Hill Yacht Club permit 2022-11-010.  I am hoping that decision 
makers at our Coastal Resource Management Council review this permit very closely in order to make an 
informed decision that benefits the environment and the public.  There are a number of issues within the 
scope of this permit that are worthy of great scrutiny.   
 
One issue is that the WHYC proposes to obstruct the Fort Road ROW adopted by the Town of Westerly in 2008 
and also cited in the town's Harbor Management Plan and Comprehensive Plan.  The scope of the lengthy 
project will negatively impact public access to the Right of Way and the right to shoreline access that is 
protected by state law.  
 
The impact is not only in the months of shutting down access to a ROW and thereby surrounding areas.  The 
project size and depths proposed will drastically change the current landscape and sandy beach areas included 
in the dredging project. 
 
The negative environmental impact of disturbing the sand, silt, sea life, and uncovering and dispersing 
potential pollutants is a concern.  The potential impact of placing the disturbed and removed sea-bed back 
into the water may also impact water quality and sea life.  . 
 
All these potential pitfalls only for the benefit exclusively for members of the WHYC so that they may bring in 
more and larger vessels into their perceived private sanctuary.  (I wonder about the environmental impact 
that the increased traffic and larger vessels will have on the quality of the sea life in the proposed area as 
well.)  
 
Please consider these and other potential consequences when reviewing this application.  The WHYC seems to 
disregard the public and exaggerate the domain under its tutelage in asserting it owns all areas within the 
scope of the project.  There is also the perception that they can overlook the public, and to a degree, the 
environment and wildlife in order to reach egocentric goals. 
 
I appreciate your time and attention to this matter. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Patrick Cozzolino 
13 Milrose Ave 
Westerly, RI 02891 
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From: joe fiore <jfboss@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 16, 2023 7:07 PM
To: cstaff1@crmc.ri.gov
Subject: Watch Hill Yacht Club Dredging Project Permit Application

Greetings,  
                  I am writing in opposition to the proposed Watch Hill Yacht Club dredging project. While reviewing the permit 
application I noticed some things of concern, including removal of a section of sandy beach often used by the public. The 
Fort Road Right-of Way is also not mentioned in the application. I checked on the current status of Fort Road and found 
that it is included in both the Harbor Management Plan, as well as the 2020 Comprehensive Plan. In 2008, by Resolution, 
the Town Council designated Fort Road as a Town Right of Way. It appears the publics ability to pass on this Right of 
Way will be impacted by this project, as will future public use. My understanding is that ownership of all impacted areas 
must be proven and also any impact to public use areas. The disregard for, and taking of public areas is un acceptable. I 
hope you will reject this project for the above stated reasons.  
                                                                                                                               Thank You, 
                                                                                                                                                  Joseph Fiore 
                                                                                                                                             119 East Ave 
                                                                                                                                            Westerly, RI 
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From: JEAN GAGNIER <jgagnier@verizon.net>
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2023 11:46 AM
To: CRMC Staff
Subject: Fwd: 2022-11-010 application comment 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

 
 

From: JEAN GAGNIER <jgagnier@verizon.net> 
Date: February 13, 2023 at 18:42:17 EST 
To: CRMC Staff <cstaff@crmc.ri.gov> 
Subject: 2022-11-010 application comment 

 
 
 
Commissioners, 
 
 As a former two term Westerly Town Councilor (2014-2018) Fort Road public access is 
an issue of great public interest to the citizens of our town and area.  
 
 The application makes no mention of the Fort Road ROW, which was designated as a 
Town ROW by Town Council resolution in 2008.   Fort Road is included in the 2016 and 
2018 Harbor management Plan and has long been used by Westerly and area residents 
for generations.    The Town of Westerly Comprehensive Plan, approved by the State, 
includes the Fort Road ROW. 
  Finally the CRMC application requires proof of ownership of all areas impacted, as well 
as disclosure of any public land impact. No such proof is provided and as such I would 
ask that the application be either returned to the applicant for correction or denied by 
the Commission.   
 
Best regards, 
Jean Gagnier 
6 Narragansett Ave 
Westerly RI 02891 
401.932.8586 
 
Sent from my iPhone 


















