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EnvIronmEntal consultants 

Po Box 1131 
East GrEEnwIch, rI 02818 

PhonE 401-256-5199  
Fax 401-256-5191  

 

Ecotones, Inc Page 1 of 3  
www.ecotonesinc.com 

Tom O’Gorman November 24, 2023 
162 Maplewood Drive Project 23048/23021 
East Greenwich, RI 02818-2521 via email:  tomog63@verizon.net
  
RE: Submerged Aquatic Vegetation Assessment Letter of Findings 
  5 Snowberry Lane, AP 153 Lot 55 & 56, Westerly, RI 

 
Mr. O’Gorman: 

  

Ecotones, Inc. completed the Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (SAV) assessment on July 13, 2023.  The work 

was performed in accordance with the latest version of the State of Rhode Island Coastal Resources 

Management Council (CRMC) Coastal Resources Management Program (CRMP), Regulations Governing the 

Protection and Management of the Freshwater Wetlands in the Vicinity of the Coast (Rules), and the US 

Army Corps of Engineers Programmatic General Permit (PGP).   

 

No SAV was observed.  An approximately 3,600 ft2 (335 m2) study area was evaluated offshore.  The area 

was approximately 40 ft (3 m) wide alongshore and extended approximately 90 ft (27 m) offshore.  The 

study area is not within or adjacent to SAV areas previously mapped by others (RIGIS, 2013a, 2013b, 2017).  

 

The absence of SAV and bottom type were recorded within a 10.8 ft2 (1 m2) area every 10 ft (3.1 m) within 

the study area.  Nearshore the substrate was comprised of mud (silt loam) and cobble.  Slightly further 

offshore the bottom was comprised of very fine sand (Photo 1).  The middle of the study area was sand 

(Photo 2).  Sediment became finer (very fine sand) offshore (Photo 3).  Algae was observed throughout the 

study area.  The study area, data points, substrate type, and photo location are depicted on the Study Area 

Sketch (Figure 1). 

 

Please note that the presence, absence, and distribution of SAV and location of coastal features can vary 

from season to season and from year to year as a result of storms, seasonal variations, coastal processes, 

and/or site alterations.  No long-term monitoring or lab analyses have been conducted.  Accordingly, the 

results are limited to the observations on and valid for the specific date of the evaluation only.  All 

evaluations and delineations are subject to review and/or verification by the CRMC and Federal agencies.   
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If any portion of the project is within or has the potential to impact coastal features, coastal 

buffers/setbacks, wetlands, or SAV we recommend that a coastal Preliminary Determination (PD) be 

submitted to CRMC.  This will help to prevent design or layout problems and/or required changes to those 

designs or layouts during permitting. 

 

Please note that this letter does not consider every possible development scenario.  Other Town, State, 

and/or Federal regulations may apply.  Ecotones, Inc. offers no assurances or guarantees regarding the 

ability to, or likelihood of, receiving necessary approvals for any proposed project(s).   

 

If you have any questions regarding this letter or require additional information, please contact us at your 

convenience. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
  
 
Joe Klinger, PWS, Principal Environmental Scientist 
jklinger@ecotonesinc.com  
 
enclosures: Figure 1.  Study Area Sketch (1 page) 23048_SAV_LOF_OGormanSnowberryLnWesterly.docx 
 
CITATIONS: 
 
RIGIS, 2017. Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (2012); SAV16. Rhode Island Geographic Information System 

(RIGIS) Data Distribution System, URL: http://www.rigis.org, Environmental Data Center, University of 
Rhode Island, Kingston, Rhode Island (last accessed: 28 November 2020). 

 
RIGIS, 2013a. Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (SAV) in Rhode Island Coastal Waters (2012); SAV12. Rhode 

Island Geographic Information System (RIGIS) Data Distribution System, URL: http://www.rigis.org, 
Environmental Data Center, University of Rhode Island, Kingston, Rhode Island (last accessed: 28 
November 2020). 

 
RIGIS, 2013b. Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (SAV) in Rhode Island Coastal Waters (2009); SAV09. Rhode 

Island Geographic Information System (RIGIS) Data Distribution System, URL: http://www.rigis.org, 
Environmental Data Center, University of Rhode Island, Kingston, Rhode Island (last accessed: 28 
November 2020). 
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Photo 3. Sand substrate with algae 
typical of the middle of the study 
area.  Long-clawed Hermit Crad 
(Pagurus longicarpus) lower right. 

Photo 1. Very fine sand and algae 
typical of the nearshore.  
throughout the study area. ¼ m2 
quadrat with 10 cm bands. 

Photo 2. Very fine sand and algae 
offshore.  Atlantic Silverside 
(Menidia menidia) school. 
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ECOTONES, INC. COMPLETED A SUBMERGED AQUATIC VEGETATION SURVEY FOR THE SUBJECT PROPERTY ON JULY 13, 2023.  THE STUDY AREA EXTENDED 40' WIDE AND 90' OFFSHORE. NO SAV WAS OBSERVED WITHIN THE STUDY AREA.  SEE ECOTONES REPORT DATED NOVEMBER 24, 2023.

AutoCAD SHX Text
THE OWNER HAS A 19' LONG STARCRAFT WITH OUTBOARD MOTOR AND A 19" DRAFT. NO MARINE TOILETS ANTICIPATED ON THE VESSEL.  NO COMMERCIAL FISHING VESSELS SHALL UNLOAD ON DOCK.

AutoCAD SHX Text
DURING WINTER SEASON STORAGE, THE FLOAT SECTION (IF PRESENT) MAY BE REMOVED FROM THE WATER OR RAISED ABOVE THE WATER SURFACE WITH A PULLEY SYSTEM AND LEFT IN-PLACE. THE FLOAT AND BOAT WILL BE STORED IN A UPLAND LOCATION ON THE SUBJECT LOT AND OUTSIDE CRMC BUFFER OR SETBACK AREAS.

AutoCAD SHX Text
RESIDENTIAL DOCK DESIGN IN ACCORDANCE WITH TABLE 3 - MINIMUM DESIGN CRITERIA RICRMP SECTION 300.4.  FIXED STRUCTURES INCLUDING STAIRWAYS ARE CAPABLE OF SUPPORTING 40 PSF LIVE LOAD + 10 PSF DEAD LOAD.  FLOATING STRUCTURE CAPABLE OF SUPPORTING A UNIFORM LIVE LOAD OF 20 PSF OR A CONCENTRATED LOAD 400 LBS. 

AutoCAD SHX Text
A PROPOSED 4' WIDE x 85'  LONG FIXED-PIER SECTION. LENGTH MEASURED PROPOSED 4' WIDE x 85'± LONG FIXED-PIER SECTION. LENGTH MEASUREDALONG CENTERLINE.  B PROPOSED 12" DIA. TIMBER PILE (MINIMUM). PROPOSED 12" DIA. TIMBER PILE (MINIMUM). C PROPOSED 30" X 20' LONG PREFABRICATED RAMP SECTION. SEE SEPARATE DETAILS. D PROPOSED 10' X 15' FLOAT. SEE SEPARATE DETAILS. E PROPOSED TIE OFF PILES, 12" DIA. TIMBER PILE (MINIMUM), SET 16' ON CENTER. 

AutoCAD SHX Text
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