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Britt

Attached please find copies of the Town of Little Compton’s Substantive Objection to the
application of Timothy and Isabella Ehrlich for an assent to construct and maintain a residential boating
facility, CRMC File No. 2025-07-044.

Attached please also find copies of our entries of appearance on behalf of the Town.

On behalf of the Town of Little Compton, we request that the application be deemed a contested
case and scheduled for a public subcommittee hearing or a hearing before a hearing officer.

We also request to be notified of all proceedings relating to the application.

Please let me know if you require any additional information.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Dean

Dean Wagner, Esq. | Partner
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SAVAGE LAW PARTNERS, LLP
564 South Water Street, Providence, RI 02903

Direct: 401-238-9736

Main Line: 401-238-8500
dwagner@savagelawpartners.com
www.savagelawpartners.com

This electronic message is confidential, intended only for the named recipient(s) above and may contain information that is
privileged, attorney work product or be exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you have received this message in error,
or are not the named recipient(s), be aware that any review, disclosure, copying, distribution or use of this transmission or its
contents is prohibited. Please immediately notify sender and delete this e-mail message from your computer.
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State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations

Coastal Resources Management Council (401) 783-3370
Oliver H. Stedman Government Center Fax (401) 783-2069
4808 Tower Hill Road, Suite 3

Wakefield, RI 02879-1900

ENTRY OF APPEARANCE

Before the Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Council

IN THE MATTER OF: FILE No, 2025-07-044

Timothy & Isabella Ehrlich
(Name of Applicant)

Dean J. Wagner
& , hereby enter my appearance as attorney of record on

behalfof  Lhe Town of Little Compton

Withdrawal of appearance may only be granted by leave of the Chairman or Executive Director.

/s/ Dean J. Wagner, Esq.

(Signature)

Savage Law Partners, LLP

(Business Address)
564 South Water Street

Providence, RI 02903

November 21, 2025 401-238-8500
(Phone Number)

Date:
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State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations

Coastal Resources Management Council (401) 783-3370
Oliver H. Stedman Government Center Fax (401) 783-2069
4808 Tower Hill Road, Suite 3

Wakefield, RI 02879-1900

ENTRY OF APPEARANCE

Before the Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Council

IN THE MATTER OF: FILE NO. 2025-07-044
Timothy & Isabella Ehrlich
(Name of Applicant)
E D. Pare III
L dward are , hereby enter my appearance as attorney of record on

behalfof  Lhe Town of Little Compton

Withdrawal of appearance may only be granted by leave of the Chairman or Executive Director.

/s/ Edward D. Pare III, Esq.

(Signature)

Savage Law Partners, LLP

(Business Address)
564 South Water Street

Providence, RI 02903

November 21, 2025 401-238-8500
(Phone Number)

Date:
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Exhibit A
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Exhibit B
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# RECEIVEZ Nov 1 4 2025

Town of Little Compton Harbor Commission 14 November, 2025

To: Little Compton Town Council
From: Little Compton Harbor Commission

Subject: Recommendation to Obiject to private dock presented in CRMC file 2025-07-044.

1. On Thursday 13 November the Harbor Commission examined the subject CRMC
construction assent application. We heard testimony from a number of residents objecting
to the project on a variety of grounds. In the interests of informing the Town Council vote a
stenographer was present to capture details of the conversation. After receiving these
inputs, allowing some summary discussion with the attorney of the applicants and
discussing its own concerns, the Harbor Commission voted unanimously to recommend
the Town Gouncil Object to this application and request CRMC deny assent.

2. We recommend the Town Council consider the following factors in reaching your decision

on this application

A. The location is completely unsuitable for construction. The CRMC has invested heavily
in developing predictive models of coastal storm vulnerability and recommends them as
a first step in construction planning. Their STORMTOOLS application provides the
most dire Coastal Environmental Risk Index of Extreme Structural Risk Potential for the
Eastern side of Sakonnet harbor where this project is proposed(figure enclosed). This
CRMC guidance is consistent with recommendations of our Harbormaster, Assistant
Harbormaster, the commercial fishermen and the sporting sailors who have testified
based on decades of local knowledge of the harbor that our heavy northerly weather
will obliterate the proposed structure. Given the Town’s near term need to work closely
with CRMC and the US Army Corps of Engineers to rework the breakwater, it would be
particularly inappropriate for the Town to ighore the guidance on maritime construction
risk CRMC provides.

B. The location is extremely complex to build within, and the environmental impacts are
understated. The required Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (SAV) survey provided by the
applicant’s engineering firm admits that the entire construction area is underlain with
ledge. This would preclude pile driving and require drilling to set piles, greatly
increasing the environmental jeopardy this project presents. We are concerned the
SAV survey was conducted in late September when eelgrass had been subject to late
summer heat and storms, and the majority of larval activity was long diminished.
Additionally, limited and complex shoreside access may lead to a need for construction
from a barge, in fair weather, further shadowing SAV and subjecting it to sedimentation
during the most important time of the maritime lifecycle.

C. The rental nature of this property greatly increases risk in the harbor. A majority of
public input concerns risk to the harbor community from renters of this Short Term
Rental property. The Harbormaster, the responding community of interest and Harbor
Commission share a concern that exposed Sakonnet Harbor can be particularly
deceptive in how quickly trouble can develop, and renters will be unprepared for the
natural hazards as well as for the density of small craft and adolescent boaters in their
immediate vicinity. The Harbor Commission and many letter writers have safety
concerns over inexperienced renters in this uniquely crowded and challenging maritime
environment. It appears the Counsel for the applicant misinterprets these concerns as
simple hias against out-of-towners, which is not our position.
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D. We cannot see a compelling need for this dock. CRMC Category B Assent criteria have
as a first step, establishing need. Testimony and letters from the applicants indicate
they have no boat, and they did not intend the dock to be a rental feature. But future
use by future owners needs consideration. Testimony from the Sakonnet Yacht Club
reveals all the waterfront access and safety assurances sought by the applicant family
can be met by the SYC. The town also welcomes all manner of small craft and
waterfront access at the more protected harbor beach. We do not argue against the
riparian rights. We simply cannot see a compelling need.

E. A number of complex legal issues exist with this first non-professionally managed
private dock that would enter the harbor environment. Public domain, harbormaster
authorities overlap private property and riparian rights claims. We recommend the
Town include in its response to CRMC that any assent would need to be accompanied
with a substantial set of constraints imposed on the facility’s operations, which the
Town insists be developed in full with legal authorities established prior to CRMC
assent.

3. The Harbor Commission has requested Attorney Dean Wagner prepare to support the Town
Council in generating a formal reply to CGRMC immediately following your vote on 20
November.

Respectfully

Harbor Commission
Ben Gauthier, Chair
Chris Brady

Tom Grimes
Margaret Manning
Gary Mataronas Jr.
Greg Mataronas

lan Parente
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