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The RI Coastal and Estuarine Habitat Restoration Team’s Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) convened 
on Monday, March 9, 2026, to review and rank the five (5) full proposals submitted to CRMC for 
consideration of funding under the state’s Coastal and Estuary Habitat Restoration Trust Fund.   

Of the nine (9) full proposals reviewed for the 2025-2026 funding cycle, seven (7) are recommended for 
funding and two (2) were not recommended for funding. 

The projects recommended for funding are: 

1. Avondale Salt Marsh Restoration and Marsh Migration Facilitation Project ($20,000) 
2. Pontiac Dam Site Survey to Support Dam Removal Design and Permitting ($20,000) 
3. Galilee Salt Marsh Tide Gate Repair and Recalibration ($50,000) 
4. Removal of the Rodman Mill Dam, and Associated Site Improvements to Enhance Climate 

Resiliency on the Annaquatucket River in North Kingstown, Rhode Island ($49,426) 
5. Oakland Beach Coastal Invasive Species Mitigation and Habitat Restoration Preparation 

($12,000) 
6. Enhancing Eelgrass Resilience and Thermal Tolerance through Seed-Based Restoration and 

Enhancement Approaches ($50,000) 
7. Engaging Woonasquatucket Watershed Communities in Coastal Resilience and Habitat 

Restoration ($23,574) 

The project not recommended for funding at this time are: 

1. Monitoring Potential Bay Scallop and Eelgrass Habitat to Inform Restoration Strategies in Point 
Judith Pond, Rhode Island 

2. Assessing Post-Transplant Quahog Population Structure in the Potowomut Spawner Sanctuary 

DATE: March 17, 2026 

TO: Council Chair Raymond C. Coia and Members of the Council  

Cc: Jeffrey M. Willis, Executive Director 

FROM: Caitlin Chaffee, Reserve Manager, Narragansett Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve, 
CEHRTF Technical Advisory Committee Chair 
Emily Hall, Coastal Geologist, RI Coastal Resources Management Council, CEHRTF 
Technical Advisory Committee Member 
Bruce Lofgren, Coastal Policy Analyst, RI Coastal Resources Management Council 
 

Re: Projects Recommended for Funding Under the RI Coastal and Estuarine Habitat 
Restoration Trust Fund  
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All proposals are evaluated and ranked using standard criteria and an evaluation form developed by the 
TAC, available on the CRMC website at http://www.crmc.ri.gov/habitatrestoration.html. 

Participating Technical Advisory Committee Members: 
Caitlin Chaffee (Chair), Narragansett Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve 
Tom Ardito, Restore America’s Estuaries 
*Philip Edwards, RI DEM Division of Fish and Wildlife 
Emily Hall, RI Coastal Resources Management Council 
Suzanne Paton, US Fish and Wildlife Service 
Danielle Perry, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Margherita Pryor, US Environmental Protection Agency 
Natalie Schafer, US Environmental Protection Agency 
Jenifer Rodgers, Narragansett Bay Estuary Program  
Darcy Young, Narragansett Bay Estuary Program 
 
*Member recused from reviewing some full proposals 

 
In this agenda package, you will find: 
 

 A summary showing all proposals, matching fund amounts, and the funding amount 
recommended by the TAC.  

 A map showing the geographic distribution of Habitat Trust Fund funded projects 
 Narrative text of all proposals submitted to CRMC for consideration for fiscal year 2026 
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