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07/08-208
 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TOWN
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CRMC ADOPT-AN-ACCESS PROGRAM

 
 
 
     WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Westerly has determined that the preservation 
and maintenance of the public rights-of-way for public access to the shore is a top priority; and
 
     WHEREAS, the CRMC has established a statewide Adopt-an-Access Program to be 
administered by various cities and towns; and
 
     WHEREAS, various public interest groups have expressed an interest in participating in the 
Adopt-an-Access Program with CRMC; and
 
     WHEREAS, the Town Council will select the appropriate entities to adopt various rights-of-
way pursuant to the program on a case-by-case basis; and
 
     WHEREAS, the selection and continuation of the various groups shall be in the sole 
discretion of the Town Council based on the needs of the particular site and the ability of the 
adopting organization; and
 
     WHEREAS, certain rights-of-way which have been traditionally monitored and maintained by 
public interest groups who do not wish to participate in the CRMC’s Adopt-an-Access Program 
may be exempted from the program contingent upon their continued preservation and 
maintenance of said rights-of-way; and
 
     WHEREAS, the involvement and work of these various local groups will be vital to the 
preservation of the rights-of-way; now therefore, be it hereby
 
     RESOLVED:  That the Westerly Town Council hereby authorizes the Town to participate in 
the CRMC Adopt-an-Access Program subject to the Town Council’s approval of each entity and 
right-of-way on a case-by-case basis and the term of the model agreement.
 
 
 
ADOPTED:  May 12, 2008
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The East Beach Association 

Founded 1970 

Board ofOirectors 

George Markham, President 

Peter Brockmann, Vice President 

Shelly Weier, Secretary 

Anne White, Treasurer 

Rebecca Alia rdyce 

Patrick Callahan 

Andrew Griscom, MD 

Evy Lynch 

Lori Musser 

Donna Barnes 

Walter Tomenson 

Lee Westerfield 

Marilyn White 

Dedicated to the Preserving 

the Ecological and 

Recreational 

Values of East Beach 

July 12th
, 2009 

Dear Town Council 

Per a resolution passed in 2008 by the Town Council, the East Beach 

Association was deemed, in essence, the adopting agency for any and all 

custodial matters related to the following rights-of way (access points) along 

Westerly's shoreline. 

Bluff Avenue, Everett Avenue, Niantic Avenue, Manatuck Avenue, Atlantic 

Avenue (extreme western end). 

The Town Council has recognized that the EBA has, in essence, adopted 

these access points in 1970 when the organization was formed for the very 

purpose to clean and protect the beach and the access to the beach. 

Sincerely, 

George Markham, 

President 

-,- '------, .. _" «"-_._----. 
TOWN OF WESTERLY, RI 
OFFICE OF TOWf\1 CLERK 

JUL 1 3 2009 

RECEIVED 
1 DONNA L. GIORDANO, MMC, TOWN CLERK 
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Values of East Beach 

July 12th
, 2009 

Dear Town Council 

Per a resolution passed in 2008 by the Town Council, the East Beach 

Association was deemed, in essence, the adopting agency for any and all 

custodial matters related to the following rights-of way (access points) along 

Westerly's shoreline. 

Bluff Avenue, Everett Avenue, Niantic Avenue, Manatuck Avenue, Atlantic 

Avenue (extreme western end). 

The Town Council has recognized that the EBA has, in essence, adopted 

these access points in 1970 when the organization was formed for the very 

purpose to clean and protect the beach and the access to the beach. 

Sincerely, 
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President 

-,- '------, .. _" «"-_._----. 
TOWN OF WESTERLY, RI 
OFFICE OF TOWf\1 CLERK 

JUL 1 3 2009 

RECEIVED 
1 DONNA L. GIORDANO, MMC, TOWN CLERK 
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GOOGLE STREET VIEW PHOTO OF NIANTIC AVE ROW TAKEN MAY 2012
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PHOTO OF NIANTIC AVE RIGHT OF WAY CIRCA 2014
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PHOTO OF NIANTIC AVE RIGHT OF WAY CIRCA 2016
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BLUFF AVENUE ROW 2012Pg.0029
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2021 PHOTO BY LISA PELLIGRINI
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BLUFF AVENUE ROW 2025
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past. * This ROW should be kept clear and upgraded; it is heavily used in summer, 
moderately used off-season. 

Site #5- Everett Avenue, Watch Hill- (Town-designated) Located just north of the Ocean 
House, this ROW is a path 30 feet wide and 260 feet long. There are private homes on 
both sides of the right-of-way. There is a sign posted at the right-of-way itself, 
designating this as a beach entry point, but no sign at the entry to Everett A venue. This 
access-point is heavily used in the summer season and has been utilized as a vehicular 
beach-entry point by fishermen during the off-season. 

Site #6- Niantic Avenue, Watch Hill (one-way street! town-designated)- This is a wide 
path leading from this one-way street. The right-of-way covers 35, 520 square feet, 
according to the town list, but there are no linear dimensions listed. This right-of-way is 
posted with a town sign. It is heavily used in the summer season. 

Site #7- Manatuck Avenue, Watch Hill-(State-designated ROW-CRMC #A-3). Located 
at the beach-end of Manatuck Avenue, this is a wide sandy path leading to the 
beachfront. It is posted with a RI CRMC right-of-way sign. It is heavily used during the 
summer months as a beach-access and used as a vehicular entry-point during the off 
season. 

Site #8- Atlantic Avenue, Misquamicut- (Town-designated) This right-of-way is located 
at the very end of Atlantic A venue, going west. It is, technically, the hurricane-eroded 
extension of Atlantic A venue that once led to several summer cottages. There is a town 
sign posted, and a chained-and-posted entry-point. It has been historically utilized as a 
pedestrian and vehicular right-of-way, used heavily by the public both during the summer 
and in the off-season. 

Site #9- Atlantic Ave, Misquamicut- (Town-designated). Located on the western end of 
Atlantic Avenue near pole #154, this is a ten-foot wide path to the shore, marked by a 
town ROW sign. It is bordered by a wooden fence and a thick growth of beach roses. 
There are private homes on both sides. This ROW is used moderately in the summer 
months as a beach-entrance. 

Site #10- Atlantic Avenue, Misquamicut-(State-designated Raw, RI CRMC #A-13) 
Located near pole #91 near Atlantic Beach Park on the north side of the State Beach, 
between two buildings (Windjammer Lounge and a 3-story residential condominium). 
This right-of-way appears to coincide with a private parking-lot entrance. It is marked 
with a state shoreline access sign and appears to be utilized at least moderately in the 
summer season. It has also been used as a vehicular entry-point in the off-season. 

Site #11 Atlantic Avenue, Misquamicut-(State-designated Raw, RI CRMC #A-ll) 
Located near pole #72 on the east end of Atlantic Avenue, this right-of-way is marked 
and posted with a sign. It is well-marked and heavily-used in the summer season. 

35 
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Sources: Esri, HERE, DeLorme, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan, METI,
Esri China (Hong Kong), swisstopo, MapmyIndia, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community, Esri, HERE, DeLorme, MapmyIndia, © OpenStreetMap
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Name CRMC Designated

Atlantic Avenue #1 (A-6) Yes

Atlantic Avenue #2 (A-7) Yes

Atlantic Avenue #4 (A-8) Yes

Atlantic Avenue #5 (A-9) Yes

Atlantic Avenue #6 (A-10) Yes

Atlantic Avenue #7 (A-11) Yes

Atlantic Avenue #8 (A-12) Yes

Atlantic Avenue #9 (A-13) Yes

Bluff Avenue (A-2) Yes

Frank Hall Boat Yard South (Lotteryville - [A-14]) Yes

Manatuck Avenue (A-3) Yes

Name CRMC Designated

Atlantic Avenue - West End No

Atlantic Avenue A No

Atlantic Avenue B No

Atlantic Avenue C No

Avondale Road No

Bach Road No

Breach Drive No

Clam Shell Drive No

Egret Lane No

Everett Avenue No

Frank Hall Boat Yard North No

Harbor Drive No

Lookout at Weekapaug (Spray Rock Road) No

Meadow Lark Drive No

Niantic Avenue No

Oushwong Trail No

Pasadena Avenue No

RIDEM Boat Launch Downtown No

RIDEM Misquamicut State Beach No

RIDEM Weekapaug North-East No

RIDEM Weekapaug North-West No

RIDEM Weekapaug South-East No

RIDEM Weekapaug South-West No

Rossini Road #1 No

Rossini Road #2 No

Salt Pond Way No

Sand Trail No

Schuman Road No

Shell Drive No

Snowberry Lane No

Terrace Avenue No

Waters Edge North No

Waters Edge South No

Weekapaug Fire District ROW No

Weekapaug Road ROW No

Westerly Land Trust Property at Winnapaug #1 No

Westerly Land Trust Property at Winnapaug #2 No

Williams Avenue No
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As Adopted by the Westerly Town Council, October 22, 2018 10 

Pg.0036

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjv5quj4aLLAhXC8j4KHYXRDxwQjRwIBw&url=http://activerain.com/blogsview/477505/why-i-love-westerly--south-county--rhode-island--recently-dubbed-by-today-show--as-the-new-hamptons-&bvm=bv.115339255,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNEiOMmiOYXQVTxuSn6FimXhgU7dgw&ust=1457034112520417
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjv5quj4aLLAhXC8j4KHYXRDxwQjRwIBw&url=http://activerain.com/blogsview/477505/why-i-love-westerly--south-county--rhode-island--recently-dubbed-by-today-show--as-the-new-hamptons-&bvm=bv.115339255,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNEiOMmiOYXQVTxuSn6FimXhgU7dgw&ust=1457034112520417�
Oliver Allamby
Text Box
3/3/2026

Oliver Allamby
Received



44 
 

Site #5- Everett Avenue, Watch Hill- (Town-designated) Located just north of the Ocean 1 
House, this ROW is a path 30 feet wide and 260 feet long. There are private homes on 2 
both sides of the right-of-way. There is a sign posted at the right-of-way itself, 3 
designating this as a beach entry point, but no sign at the entry to Everett Avenue. This 4 
access-point is heavily used in the summer season and has been utilized as a vehicular 5 
beach-entry point by fishermen during the off-season.  6 

 7 
Site #6- Niantic Avenue, Watch Hill (one-way street/ town-designated)- This is a wide 8 
path leading from this one-way street. The right-of-way covers 35, 520 square feet, 9 
according to the town list, but there are no linear dimensions listed. This right-of-way is 10 
posted with a town sign. It is heavily used in the summer season. 11 

 12 
Site #7- Manatuck Avenue, Watch Hill—(State-designated ROW—CRMC #A-3). Located 13 
at the beach-end of Manatuck Avenue, this is a wide sandy path leading to the 14 
beachfront. It is posted with a RI CRMC right-of-way sign. It is heavily used during the 15 
summer months as a beach-access and used as a vehicular entry-point during the off 16 
season. 17 

 18 
Site #8- Atlantic Avenue, Misquamicut- (Town-designated) This right-of-way is located 19 
at the very end of Atlantic Avenue, going west. It is, technically, the hurricane-eroded 20 
extension of Atlantic Avenue that once led to several summer cottages. There is a town 21 
sign posted, and a chained-and-posted entry-point. It has been historically utilized as a 22 
pedestrian and vehicular right-of-way, used heavily by the public both during the summer 23 
and in the off-season.  24 

 25 
Site #9- Atlantic Ave, Misquamicut- (Town-designated). Located on the western end of 26 
Atlantic Avenue near pole #154, this is a ten-foot wide path to the shore, marked by a 27 
town ROW sign. It is bordered by a wooden fence and a thick growth of beach roses. 28 
There are private homes on both sides. This ROW is used moderately in the summer 29 
months as a beach-entrance. 30 

 31 
Site #10- Atlantic Avenue, Misquamicut—(State-designated ROW, RI CRMC #A-13) 32 
Located near pole #91 near Atlantic Beach Park on the north side of the State Beach, 33 
between two buildings (Windjammer Lounge and a 3-story residential condominium). 34 
This right-of-way appears to coincide with a private parking-lot entrance. It is marked 35 
with a state shoreline access sign and appears to be utilized at least moderately in the 36 
summer season. It has also been used as a vehicular entry-point in the off-season. 37 

 38 
Site #11 Atlantic Avenue, Misquamicut—(State-designated ROW, RI CRMC #A-11) 39 
Located near pole #72 on the east end of Atlantic Avenue, this right-of-way is marked 40 
and posted with a sign. It is well-marked and heavily-used in the summer season. 41 

 42 
Site #12 Atlantic Avenue, Misquamicut—(Town-designated, State-designated, RI CRMC 43 
#A-6)- Located on the east end of Atlantic Avenue near pole #54, this right-of-way is a 44 
long sandy path to the beachfront. It is marked with a CRMC access sign and bordered 45 
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Town of Westerly 

Harbor Management Plan 

2016 Revised 10/28/19 

 

 
 

 

 

As Adopted by the Westerly Town Council, October 28, 2019 
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43 

 

access-point is heavily used in the summer season and has been utilized as a vehicular 

beach-entry point by fishermen during the off-season.  

 

Site #6- Niantic Avenue, Watch Hill (Determined to be Private ROW) 

This right-of-way was once posted with a Town sign, however a title search has revealed 

that the pathway is privately owned. 

 

Site #7- Manatuck Avenue, Watch Hill—(State-designated ROW—CRMC #A-3). Located 

at the beach-end of Manatuck Avenue, this is a wide sandy path leading to the 

beachfront. It is posted with a RI CRMC right-of-way sign. It is heavily used during the 

summer months as a beach-access and used as a vehicular entry-point during the off 

season. 

 

Site #8- Atlantic Avenue, Misquamicut- (Town-designated) This right-of-way is located 

at the very end of Atlantic Avenue, going west. It is, technically, the hurricane-eroded 

extension of Atlantic Avenue that once led to several summer cottages. There is a town 

sign posted, and a chained-and-posted entry-point. It has been historically utilized as a 

pedestrian and vehicular right-of-way, used heavily by the public both during the summer 

and in the off-season.  

 

Site #9- Atlantic Ave, Misquamicut- (Town-designated). Located on the western end of 

Atlantic Avenue near pole #154, this is a ten-foot wide path to the shore, marked by a 

town ROW sign. It is bordered by a wooden fence and a thick growth of beach roses. 

There are private homes on both sides. This ROW is used moderately in the summer 

months as a beach-entrance. 

 

Site #10- Atlantic Avenue, Misquamicut—(State-designated ROW, RI CRMC #A-13) 

Located near pole #91 near Atlantic Beach Park on the north side of the State Beach, 

between two buildings (Windjammer Lounge and a 3-story residential condominium). 

This right-of-way appears to coincide with a private parking-lot entrance. It is marked 

with a state shoreline access sign and appears to be utilized at least moderately in the 

summer season. It has also been used as a vehicular entry-point in the off-season. 

 

Site #11 Atlantic Avenue, Misquamicut—(State-designated ROW, RI CRMC #A-11) 

Located near pole #72 on the east end of Atlantic Avenue, this right-of-way is marked 

and posted with a sign. It is well-marked and heavily-used in the summer season. 

 

Site #12 Atlantic Avenue, Misquamicut—(Town-designated, State-designated, RI CRMC 

#A-6)- Located on the east end of Atlantic Avenue near pole #54, this right-of-way is a 

long sandy path to the beachfront. It is marked with a CRMC access sign and bordered 

with a snow-fence. This right-of-way has been used historically. It is used moderately in 

the summer season.  

 

Site #13 Atlantic Avenue, Misquamicut—(Town-designated, State-designated, RI CRMC 

#A-7) Located on the east end of Atlantic Avenue (near pole #46), this right-of-way is 

Pg.0039

Owner
Highlight

Owner
Highlight

Oliver Allamby
Text Box
3/3/2026

Oliver Allamby
Received



Pg.0040

Oliver Allamby
Text Box
3/3/2026

Oliver Allamby
Received



Westerly Town Council debates new policy on private roads | Westerly |... https://www.thewesterlysun.com/news/westerly/westerly-town-council-...

2 of 4 8/26/2025, 10:37 AM

Pg.0041

Oliver Allamby
Text Box
3/3/2026

Oliver Allamby
Received



Westerly Town Council debates new policy on private roads | Westerly |... https://www.thewesterlysun.com/news/westerly/westerly-town-council-...

3 of 4 8/26/2025, 10:37 AM

Pg.0042

Oliver Allamby
Text Box
3/3/2026

Oliver Allamby
Received



Westerly Town Council debates new policy on private roads | Westerly |... https://www.thewesterlysun.com/news/westerly/westerly-town-council-...

4 of 4 8/26/2025, 10:37 AM

Pg.0043

Oliver Allamby
Text Box
3/3/2026

Oliver Allamby
Received



Click  to view the entire meeting or click any video icon below to jump to that section of the meeting.

 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE WESTERLY TOWN COUNCIL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
   
MONDAY NOVEMBER 16, 2020 6:00 P.M.
   

 
THIS MEETING WAS CONDUCTED VIA ZOOM

 
The public was able to view and participate in this meeting.

 

 1.    6:00 P.M.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
Present:   Pres. Duhamel, Vice Pres. Giorno
                 Councilors Aiello, Cooke, Ahern, McCuin
                 T. Mgr. Rooney
                 Co. Clk. Giordano
 
In Attendance Remotely:   Councilor Cioffi
                                            T. Sol. Conley
 
Absent:    T. Sgt. Falcone
 
Also Present:   Chief of Police Shawn Lacey

 

        INVOCATION – Councilor Giorno 
 

        SALUTE TO THE FLAG – Council President Duhamel 
 

     Councilor Giorno extended birthday wishes to councilor Aiello's mother who is celebrating her 89th birthday.
 
 
 2.    PRESENTATIONS

 

a.     COVID-19 Update 
 

                                                                                Report from Shawn Lacey, Chief of Police
 
     Chief Lacey reported that statewide the average positivity rate increased from 3.3% to 3.9% for the week; that new hospitalizations increased
from 163 last week to 228 this week; and that the number of new cases is at 362, which puts the state in the red zone.  He stated that yesterday
there were 481 positive test cases.  He further stated that there is a minimum amount of cases in school system with three of the schools with
less than five cases; that in Westerly, there are 224 confirmed positive cases, being one of the eight towns in the state that has 3% positivity rate or
less; and that last week 722 people from Town received tests resulting in a 2.4% positivity rate.  He reported that the Governor will announce new
restrictions this week; that people are being asked not to travel or have large family gatherings for Thanksgiving.  He stated that meetings are being
held weekly regarding the distribution of vaccines to the townspeople and he will keep everyone apprised.  
 

                  Report from Lisa Konicki, President, Ocean Community Chamber of Commerce
 
     Ms. Konicki reported that final eighteen heat lamps have been ordered and will be distributed this week as well as catering tents that were
provided through the Restore RI grant; that all but $47 was spent out of the $55,000 grant; that there are other grants available for businesses,
which are posted on Facebook, one being the Hart Recovery Program grant for $10,000,000 for hotels, arts and tourism, with an application
 deadline of November 19th, and the other being a Division of Taxation
grant of between $2,000 and $10,000 for bars and restaurants that were affected by the Governor's Executive Order issued on November 5th
scaling back the hours of service, with an application deadline of December 15th.  She explained the requirements of each grant and offered the
assistance of the Chamber in navigating the application process.
 

b.     Road Bond Project Update – Town Engineer Zalaski 
 
Present:   Kyle Zalaski, Town Engineer
 
     Town Engineer Zalaski gave recap of last yrs $15 million road bond as to what was completed last year, where the Town is currently with the
road projects, and what projects are scheduled to be completed.  He stated that the bond included the resurfacing of 58 roads, the reconstruction
of School Street and the Town's contribution for the reconstruction of the Boombridge Road bridge.  He reported that last year 44 roads were
resurfaced; that a consultant was procured for the reconstruction design of School Street; and that this year 42 roads were resurfaced, noting the
several remaining roads to be completed this week.  He  noted that sidewalk reconstruction will be completed along Atlantic Avenue and Peal
Street; that the reconstruction of Pearl Street will completed in the Spring; that 28 additional  roads, based on staff recommendations, were able to
be completed; and that Boombrindge Road bridge on schedule to be finished by end of November.  He reported that a low bid of $2.95 million was
received from Ferreira Construction for the reconstruction of School Street and of that amount $750,000 will be funded by the Utilities Division for
water line reconstruction and $2.2 million will be funded by the road bond.  He stated that the total cost of the project will be $3 million, which
includes a 25% contingency and engineering construction oversight, after which it is anticipated that there will be remaining funds in the bond of
approximately $2.175 million.  He noted the list of committed projects for next year, which includes reconstruction of Pasadena Avenue and Breen
Road, drainage repair on Riverview Avenue, and Bowling Lane culvert replacement.  He further noted several projects that are being evaluated for
next year, such as Church Street sidewalk repair, Atlantic Avenue resurfacing, and maintenance of Manatuck and Waters Edge rights-of-way and
Uzzi Avenue.
 
     The Councilors commended Mr. Zalaski on a job well done in completing projects on time and on budget. Councilor Aiello expressed concern
with the cost of the School Street reconstruction project and questioned the timeline for resurfacing other roads in the Westerly and Bradford
areas.

 

3.     CITIZENS COMMENTS 
 

     Sign-Up Sheets will be available at the Council Meeting for any citizens wishing to be heard.  Citizens who do not sign up to speak will
have an opportunity to be heard following the individuals listed on the sign-up sheet.
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     When addressing the Council, please state your name and address; please conduct yourself in an orderly and respectful fashion.  The
comments of citizens accessing this portion of our meeting are neither adopted nor endorsed by this body, but heard as requested.  If the
matter is scheduled for a public hearing, the comments shall be deferred to that agenda item. 
 
     Any citizen wishing to be heard can access the meeting using the Zoom app or via phone.  Please note:

 
If accessing the meeting via phone, Press *9, to be recognized or

if using the Zoom app, press the “raise hand” button to be recognized
 
        The following individual appeared remotely:
 
a.     John Goodman, Director of Media and Public Relations, RI Airport Corporation - re: Airport Legislation; submitted statement for the record; provided

background on how legislation came about; asked Council to render decision as to whether or not to support airport
 

COUNCILORS’ RESPONSE 
 
     Councilors McCuin and Aiello responded regarding RI Airport Corporation stating that they would like to see the bill that is before the House and the
bill that was passed by the Senate.
 

 4.    Resolution Authorizing The Town Manager To Sign The Memorandum Of Understanding Between The Town Of North Stonington, Connecticut And The
Town Of Westerly, Rhode Island, Regarding A Maintenance Plan, Future Inspection, Reviews And Repairs Of the Boombridge Bridge – Discussion
and Possible Action 

 
     In response to Councilor Ahern's concern as to whether the aforesaid resolution and be addressed since neither the Memorandum of Understanding
nor the edits made to it by Councilor Aiello have been discussed, Town Solicitor Conley stated that the resolution can be discussed, but the contents of
the Memorandum of Understanding with the edits needs to be addressed prior to the resolution so that whatever is approved by the resolution is the
Memorandum of Understanding that is agreed to by the Council.
 
     Councilors reviewed the Memorandum of Understanding.  Each of Councilor Aiello's edits was agreed to, except the edit in paragraph six.  It was the
consensus of the Council to leave paragraph six as previously written and that the highlighted language be removed.   
 

Motion by Mr. Cooke, Seconded by Ms. Giorno, that the Memorandum of Understanding be placed on the November 23, 2020 Regular Meeting for
consideration.  (So Voted 6 to 1 – Councilor McCuin dissented)

 
Motion by Ms. Ahern, Seconded by Mr. Cooke, that the aforesaid resolution, as amended, be placed on the November 23, 2020 Regular Meeting

agenda for consideration.  (So Voted 6 to 1 – Councilor McCuin dissented)
 
5.     Resolution Of The Town Of Westerly Opposing House Bill 7900 “An Act Relating To Aeronautics – Airports And Land Fields – Airport Zoning” –

Discussion and Possible Action 
 
     Councilor Ahern explained that, if this bill passes, the Town is sacrificing local control.  She stated that both Middletown and Warwick have sent
resolutions of opposition to the House of Representatives, and she felt it appropriate for Westerly to do the same.
 
     Councilors McCuin and Aiello stated that they would like to have before them both the Senate and House of Representative bills.
 

Motion by Mr. Cooke, Seconded by Ms. Giorno, that the aforesaid resolution be placed on the November 23, 2020 Regular Meeting agenda for
consideration.  (Voted Unanimously)

 

 6.    Resolution Accepting Fallon Trail Into The Town Of Westerly Road System – Discussion and Possible Action 
 

Motion by Mr. Aiello, Seconded by Mr. McCuin, that the aforesaid resolution be placed on the November 23, 2020 Regular Meeting agenda for
consideration.  (Voted Unanimously)

 
7.     Request For Letter To RI Department Of Transportation (RI DOT) For Review Of A Green Arrow Light For Left-Hand Turn At Intersections Of Granite

Street/Cross Street and Granite Street/John Street – Discussion and Possible Action 
 

Motion by Mr. Cooke, Seconded by Mr. Aiello, that a letter be prepared and placed on the November 23, 2020 Regular Meeting agenda for
consideration.  (Voted Unanimously)

 
 

8.     ADJOURNMENT 
 
        7:30 P.M.  Voted Unanimously to adjourn.
 

ATTEST:

 

Donna L. Giordano, MMC
Council Clerk

 
     Details of the aforesaid proceedings are available on video on the Town of Westerly website.
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TO: The Honorable Westerly Town Council 

FROM: Kyle Zalaski, P.E. (Town Engineer) 

CC: J. Mark Rooney (Town Manager), Donna Giordano (Town Clerk) 

DATE: November 16, 2020 

RE: Road Bond Project Update  
 

2019  

• Road Resurfacing 
o 44 Roads – Approx. 11.5 miles 

• School Street Reconstruction Design 
 

2020 

• Road Resurfacing 
o 42 Roads – Approx. 8.2 miles 

▪ Paving to be completed by 11/20 
• Old Hopkinton Rd and Kent Ave, Niles St, Benjamin St, Doreen Dr, and 

Ashel St, Seabury Dr, Wadchu Rd 
▪ Pearl Street to be completed in Spring 2021 with sidewalk reconstruction 

• Sidewalks 
o Atlantic Ave (State Beach to Maplewood Ave: curb ramps & sidewalk sections) 
o Pearl Street (complete reconstruction with granite curbing – Spring 2021) 

• Boombridge Road Bridge 
o Construction to be completed by end of November 2020 

 

2021 

• School Street Reconstruction 
o ~$2.95M bid by Ferreira Construction 

▪ ~$750K funded by Utilities Dept; $2.2M funded by Road Bond 
o Road Bond Contribution: ~3.0M (construction oversight & 25% contingency) 

 

Estimated Remaining Road Bond Funds  $2,175,000  
    

Committed Future Projects Estimated Cost 

Breen Road & Pasadena Avenue Reconstruction (includes consultant design/permitting) ~$900,000 

Riverview Ave Drainage Repair & Road Resurfacing $450,000 - $550,000 

Bowling Lane Culvert Replacement (includes incidental road & sidewalk repairs) $1,000,000 - $2,000,000 (?) 

Committed Future Projects Subtotal $2,350,00 - $3,450,000 

  

Pending Future Projects Estimated Cost 

Church Street Sidewalks (Bradford Rd to Quarry Road; south side only w/ crosswalks) $587,587 - $708,957 

Atlantic Ave Resurfacing (State Beach to Breachway) $1,250,000 - $1,500,000 

Manatuck Ave Overlay $15,000 - $20,000 

Waters Edge Maintenance $10,000 - $25,000 

Uzzi Ave Reconstruction (Bayberry Rd to Shore Rd) $200,000 - $400,000 

Pending Future Projects Subtotal $2,062,587 - $2,653,957 

Town of Westerly 
                   Rhode Island 

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 
KYLE T. ZALASKI, P.E. 
TOWN ENGINEER 
 

68 White Rock Road 
Westerly, RI 02891 

TEL: (401) 348-2562 
FAX: (401) 596-9512 
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This map is not the product of a Professional Land Survey. 
It was created by the Town of Westerly for general 
reference, informational, planning or guidance use, 
and is not a legally authoritative source as to location of 
natural or manmade features. Proper interpretation of this 
map may require the assistance of appropriate professional 
services. The Town of Westerly makes no warranty, 
express or implied, related to the spatial accuracy, 
reliability, completeness, or currentness of this map.

Block Island
Sound

Little Narragansett 
Bay

P a wca tuck River

RI CRMC-Designated Rights-of-Way

#A-2    -  Bluff Avenue
#A-3    -  Ma natuck Avenue
#A-6    -  Atla ntic Avenue #1
#A-7    -  Atla ntic Avenue #2
#A-8    -  Atla ntic Avenue #4
#A-9    -  Atla ntic Avenue #5
#A-10  -  Atla ntic Avenue #6
#A-11  -  Atla ntic Avenue #7
#A-12  -  Atla ntic Avenue #8
#A-13  -  Atla ntic Avenue #9
#A-14  -  Lotteryville Ma rina

Town-Designated Rights-of-Way

1    -  Avondale Road
2    -  Waters Edg e Road North
2A  -  Waters Edg e Road South
3    -  Fort Road
4    -  Bluff Avenue
5    -  Everett Avenue
6    -  Nia ntic Avenue*
7    -  Ma natuck Ave
8    -  Atla ntic Avenue
9    -  Atla ntic Avenue
10  -  Atla ntic Avenue
11  -  Atla ntic Avenue
12  -  Atla ntic Avenue
13  -  Atla ntic Avenue
14  -  Atla ntic Avenue West
14A - Atla ntic Avenue Ea st
15  -  Spray Rock Road
16  -  Ninig ret Ave/Sa nd Tra il

(Som e of wh ich m ay b e under investig a tion)

* Refer to Section 2.5 – Water Access.
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TO: The Honorable Westerly Town Council 

FROM: Kyle Zalaski, P.E. (Town Engineer) 

CC: J. Mark Rooney (Town Manager), Donna Giordano (Town Clerk) 

DATE: November 16, 2020 

RE: Road Bond Project Update  
 

2019  

• Road Resurfacing 
o 44 Roads – Approx. 11.5 miles 

• School Street Reconstruction Design 
 

2020 

• Road Resurfacing 
o 42 Roads – Approx. 8.2 miles 

▪ Paving to be completed by 11/20 
• Old Hopkinton Rd and Kent Ave, Niles St, Benjamin St, Doreen Dr, and 

Ashel St, Seabury Dr, Wadchu Rd 
▪ Pearl Street to be completed in Spring 2021 with sidewalk reconstruction 

• Sidewalks 
o Atlantic Ave (State Beach to Maplewood Ave: curb ramps & sidewalk sections) 
o Pearl Street (complete reconstruction with granite curbing – Spring 2021) 

• Boombridge Road Bridge 
o Construction to be completed by end of November 2020 

 

2021 

• School Street Reconstruction 
o ~$2.95M bid by Ferreira Construction 

▪ ~$750K funded by Utilities Dept; $2.2M funded by Road Bond 
o Road Bond Contribution: ~3.0M (construction oversight & 25% contingency) 

 

Estimated Remaining Road Bond Funds  $2,175,000  
    

Committed Future Projects Estimated Cost 

Breen Road & Pasadena Avenue Reconstruction (includes consultant design/permitting) ~$900,000 

Riverview Ave Drainage Repair & Road Resurfacing $450,000 - $550,000 

Bowling Lane Culvert Replacement (includes incidental road & sidewalk repairs) $1,000,000 - $2,000,000 (?) 

Committed Future Projects Subtotal $2,350,00 - $3,450,000 

  

Pending Future Projects Estimated Cost 

Church Street Sidewalks (Bradford Rd to Quarry Road; south side only w/ crosswalks) $587,587 - $708,957 

Atlantic Ave Resurfacing (State Beach to Breachway) $1,250,000 - $1,500,000 

Manatuck Ave Overlay $15,000 - $20,000 

Waters Edge Maintenance $10,000 - $25,000 

Uzzi Ave Reconstruction (Bayberry Rd to Shore Rd) $200,000 - $400,000 

Pending Future Projects Subtotal $2,062,587 - $2,653,957 

Town of Westerly 
                   Rhode Island 

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 
KYLE T. ZALASKI, P.E. 
TOWN ENGINEER 
 

68 White Rock Road 
Westerly, RI 02891 

TEL: (401) 348-2562 
FAX: (401) 596-9512 
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Click  to view the entire meeting or click any video icon below to jump to that section of the meeting.

 
REGULAR MEETING WESTERLY TOWN COUNCIL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
   
MONDAY JUNE 14, 2021 5:30 P.M.
   

 
THIS MEETING WAS CONDUCTED VIA ZOOM

 
The public was able to view and participate in this meeting.

 
 

1.     5:30 P.M.  CALL TO ORDER 
 

Present:   Pres. Ahern, Vice Pres. Giorno
                 Councilors Cioffi, Duhamel, Cooke, Overton
                 T. Mgr. Rooney, T. Sgt. Falcone
 

        Absent:    Councilor McCuin
                        Co. Clk. Giordano

 
Present Remotely:  T. Sol. Conley
 

INVOCATION – Council President Ahern 

 

SALUTE TO THE FLAG – Council President Ahern 
 
 
 2.    RECOGNITIONS, AWARDS & MEMORIALS

 
        None

 
 
 3.    PRESENTATIONS

 

a.     Road Paving and Drainage – Kyle Zalaski, Town Engineer 
 
Present:   Kyle Zalaski, Town Engineer
 
     Town Engineer Zalaski provided an overview on completed, ongoing and upcoming road and drainage improvement projects.  Said report is
attached hereto and made a part of the record of these proceedings.  He reported that completed and ongoing projects include road resurfacing,
sidewalks and drainage improvements on Atlantic Avenue, road resurfacing and sidewalk reconstruction on Pearl Street, drainage improvements
on Manatuck Avenue, noting that road resurfacing will be postponed until the fall, completion of watermain replacement, design and permitting for
road resurfacing on Breen and Pasadena Avenues, and the reconstruction of School Street.  He further reported that the Engineering Department
has been working with the Planning Department on Community Development Block Grant projects, which include road resurfacing and sidewalk
improvements on Highland Avenue and sidewalk accessibility improvements on Granite Hill.  He stated that the 2021 Road Bond, which was
approved in May, includes inspections for drainage improvements, water main replacement, and resurfacing of roads that do not include water line
or drainage improvements.  He reported that additional upcoming improvements include drainage and road resurfacing of Riverview Avenue,
resurfacing of Atlantic Avenue, and the bike path grant project on Atlantic Avenue.  He addressed the Church Street sidewalks, stating that the
project has been put out to public bid again and that the Town is in discussions with RIDOT for alternative approaches as a maintenance project. 
He explained the culvert reconstruction project on Bowling Lane, which is essential in order to resurface the road.  He noted that the Town is
looking into whether this project would be eligible under the Community Development Block Grant.  He stated that he will appear before the Council
again on July 19, 2021 to discuss the ongoing projects.
 
     Town Engineer Zalaski and Town Manager Rooney responded to questions from the Council regarding road and drainage improvements on
Atlantic Avenue and Riverview Avenue, Church Street sidewalks, ADA sidewalk requirements, and water discoloration that affected residents
located near the School Street project.

 

b.     2020 Community Development Block Grant – Alyse Oziolor 
 
Present:   Alyse Oziolor, Principal Planner
                 Kyle Zalaski, Town Engineer
 
     Town Planner Oziolor addressed the memorandum from her and Lisa Pellegrini, Director of Development Services, dated June 10, 2021,
regarding the Community Development Block Grant Program Year 2020 Application.  She stated that the Department of Development Services is
seeking guidance from the Town Council on the projects, the prioritizing of same, and the scheduling of a public hearing on July 19, 2021.  She
explained the CDBG program, which is a competitive grant and requires no Town match.  She stated that the program’s highest priority objective is
to meet low- and moderate-income benefits and that the other objectives are the prevention or elimination of slums or blight and any urgent need or
threat to public health or welfare of the community.  She reported that there are a number of ongoing projects, which include Granite Hill and North
End sidewalk accessibility improvements as well as Highland Avenue improvements, Senior Center improvements, job training opportunities
through the Westerly Education and WARM Centers, and Fairfield Drive group home bathroom renovations.  She explained that this year’s
program proposes the reconstruction of Bowling Lane, noting that surveys of the area were required and completed, and that it is believed that this
area will be eligible for the CDBG funding based on the data collected.  She stated that there is $5 million available state-wide in CDBG funding.
 
     Town Manager Rooney and Town Planner Oziolor responded to questions from the Council regarding Bowling Lane reconstruction, the Senior
Center improvements to correct deficiencies cited by the State Fire Marshal, bookkeeping and accounting clerk training, and timeline for grant
approval.
 
     The Council was in agreement with the five projects listed and the priorities of same.

 

c.     Potential For Increased Security At Public Meetings – Chief of Police Lacey 
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Present Remotely:   Shawn Lacey, Chief of Police
 
     Council President Ahern stated that she had requested Chief of Police Lacey to address the potential for increased security at public meeting
and that it would be in addition to, not the replacement of, the presence of the Town Sergeant at public meetings.  She noted that the School
Committee Chair is in agreement with the request.
 
     Chief of Police Lacey explained that he researched the matter, that he spoke with other Chiefs of Police regarding meeting staffing, and that the
Town Charter and ordinance state that the Town Sergeant shall attend all Council meetings.  He stated that he agrees with the request for
increased security at public meetings based on current trends.  He explained that he would increase staffing levels on the dates of the Town
Council and School Committee meetings and that an officer would provide a security measure at the meetings.  He stated that, if another board
feels that its scheduled meeting will be controversial, then an officer can be assigned to that meeting as well to provide a level of security.  He
reported that the Westerly Police Department is very close to being an accredited police department and stated that part of the State accreditation
process is to have security measures in place for all meetings conducting Town business and at courts within the Town.  He stated that the cost
for increased security at Town Council and School Committee meetings is approximately $10,000 annually.
 
     Each Councilor presented his/her opinion regarding increased security at public meetings.
 
     It was the consensus of the Council that increased security at public meetings be determined on a case-by-case basis by the Council
President.

 

d.     911 Remembrance – Chief of Police Lacey 
 
Present Remotely:   Shawn Lacey, Chief of Police
 
     Chief of Police Lacey reported that tentatively the Remembrance has been scheduled for September 11, 2021.  He stated that the event will
begin at 10:00 a.m. with a parade that will start at the high school, march down Granite Street to the Town Hall reviewing stand, then through town
up High Street ending at the YMCA.  He further stated that he has reached out to all the town fire departments who have agreed to participate; that
he plans to reach out to the veterans' boards to see if they will participate; that he will also reach out to Ken Burton who he believes will display the
flags throughout town; and that he will contact the Westerly Band and the high school band to see if they wish to participate. 
 
     It was suggested that, since the Summer Pops is scheduled to perform in the part that evening, the event could be held in conjunction with the
Pops and have the police and first responders, along with pubic officials, honored on stage before 20,000 people.
 
     Council President Ahern will reach out to the Chorus of Westerly to see if they would consider a joint commemorative event.

 
 

 4.    CITIZENS COMMENTS 
 

If accessing the meeting via phone, press *9, to be recognized or if using the Zoom app, press the “raise hand” button to be recognized.
 
     When addressing the Council, please state your name and address; please conduct yourself in an orderly and respectful fashion. 
Citizens will have up to ten (10) minutes and one opportunity to speak.  The comments of citizens accessing this portion of our meeting are
neither adopted nor endorsed by this body, but heard as requested.  If the matter is scheduled for a public hearing, the comments shall be
deferred to that agenda item. 
 
        None
 
COUNCILORS’ RESPONSE
 
        None

 
 

 5.    CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
        a.     Approval of Minutes

 
Council Workshop – 5/17/21
Regular – 5/24/21
Executive – 5/24/21 (Sealed)

 
Motion by Mr. Cooke, Seconded by Ms. Giorno, that the aforesaid minutes be accepted and approved as printed and that the Executive Session

minutes be sealed.  (Voted Unanimously)
 
        b.     Fiscal Matters
 

Motion by Ms. Giorno, Seconded by Mr. Cooke, that the following resolutions be adopted:  (Voted Unanimously)
 
1.     20/21-91 Resolution Authorizing The Addition To The Tax Rolls ($5,431.36)
 
2.     20/21-92 Resolution Authorizing Deletion To Tax Rolls ($5,367.82)
 
3.     20/21-93 Resolution Authorizing The Waiver Of Penalty For Late Payments ($605.73)
 
4.     20/21-94 Resolution Awarding Contract For the Riverview Avenue Drainage Project (Boyle & Fogarty - $337,011.50)
 
5.     20/21-95 Resolution Authorizing Change Order 12 To The Contract For 2021 Town-wide Road Resurfacing Project (J.H. Lynch - $1,950,000)
 
6.     20/21-96 Resolution Authorizing The Town Manager To Enter Into A Contract With Pare Engineering Services for Atlantic Avenue Road and

Bike Path Design ($27,040.00)
 
        c.     Appointments and Resignations

 

1.     Appointments: 
        a.     Zoning Board
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     Councilor Giorno nominated Lawrence Cioppa for re-appointment to the Zoning Board. 
 

A vote was taken on the nomination of Lawrence Cioppa of 32 Pound Road for re-appointment to the Zoning Board for a five-year term, expiring June
2026 and the nomination carried.  (Voted Unanimously)

 
        b.     Architectural Review Board

     Councilor Giorno nominated Katherine Boll for re-appointment as 1st Auxiliary Member to the Architectural Review Board. 
 

A vote was taken on the nomination of Katherine Boll of 74 Noyes Neck Road for re-appointment as 1st Auxiliary Member to the Architectural Review
Board for a three-year term, expiring July 2024 and the nomination carried.  (Voted Unanimously)

 
     Councilor Giorno nominated James O. Frink, Jr. for re-appointment to the Architectural Review Board. 
 

A vote was taken on the nomination of James O. Frink, Jr. of 4 Canton Street, Bradford, RI  02808 for re-appointment to the Architectural Review
Board for a three-year term, expiring July 1, 2024, and the nomination carried.  (Voted Unanimously)

 
 
 6.    PUBLIC HEARINGS
 

        None
 
 
 7.    NEW BUSINESS
 

a.     Petition from National Grid and Verizon New England Inc. for Joint Pole Location at School Street (WR#30352179) 
 

Motion by Ms. Cioffi, Seconded by Ms. Giorno, that the aforesaid petition be granted.  (Voted Unanimously)
 

        b.     2020 Community Development Block Grant 
               (Order Advertised for Public Hearing 7/19/21)
 

Motion by Mr. Cooke, Seconded by Ms. Cioffi, that the aforesaid 2020 Community Development Block Grant be ordered advertised for public hearing
on July 19, 2021.  (Voted Unanimously)

 
 
 8.    UNFINISHED BUSINESS
 
               None
 
 
 9.    COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS
 

        a.     Liaison Reports 
 
1.     Westerly High School Graduation – Thanked School Committee for a wonderful graduation ceremony; speeches very inspiring  (Councilor

Duhamel)
 
2.     School Building Committee – Scheduling four presentations describing different options for public to attend between the end of June and the

end of August; will keep Council updated  (Councilor Duhamel)
 
3.     Recreation Board – Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, June 22, 2021  (Councilor Duhamel)
 
4.     Veterans – Wished everyone a happy Flag Day; recognized local veterans and organizations that held ceremonies in tribute to our fallen

heroes on Memorial Day; VFW 8955 will be assembling poppies for distribution for Poppy Days – looking for volunteers to help assemble
them  (Councilor Giorno)

 
5.     Chamber of Commerce – Annual Dinner rescheduled to Wednesday, June 16, 2021, at Paddy’s at 6:00 p.m.  (Councilor Giorno)
 
6.     Westerly Public Library & Wilcox Park – Juneteenth Story Walk scheduled for Saturday, June 19th at 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.  (Councilor

Giorno)
 
7.     Concerts on the Beach – Tee­shirts will be available soon; line­up of entertainers very impressive; thanked committee for its hard work 

(Councilor Giorno)
 
8.     Senior Citizens Center – Getting back to normal; meal site opening on July 19, 2021; Bingo held every Wednesday and Sunday  (Councilor

Cioffi)
 
        b.     Town Council – 6/14/21
 
        c.     Town Manager – 6/14/21
 
        d.     Town Solicitor - None
 
        e.     Town Clerk - None
 
        f.     Agenda Referrals and Backlog Agenda (Items to be assigned to future agendas)
 
                     None
 

        g.     Requests of Town Manager by Councilors 
 

1.     Left­Turn Traffic Signals at Intersections of John and Cross Streets with Granite Street – Responding to Councilor Giorno, Town Manager
Rooney reported that the Town has not heard from the State as to the status of the Town’s request for left­turn traffic signals, but that he
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will follow up on the request.
 
2.     Skateboard Park – Councilor Overton reported that he informed the Town Manager and the Chief of Police that the Skateboard Committee

Chair notified him that the “no bikes allowed” in the skateboard park ordinance is not being enforced.
 
 

10.   POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Motion by Ms. Giorno, Seconded by Ms. Cioffi, to go into executive session for discussion and/or action regarding those items of business exempt
from open meetings under Rhode Island General Laws §42­46­4 and §42­46­5(a)(5) Land Disposition – Tower Street School; §42­46­5(a)(2)
Litigation – Nancy Markey v. Town of Westerly C.A. No: 20-cv-533-WES-LDA; §42­46­5(a)(2) Litigation – Cawley v. Town of Westerly, et al, PMA
File No. L001978955; §42­46­5(a)(2) Litigation – Roger Hall v. Town of Westerly – Case No.: WC­2017­0109; and §42­46­5(a)(1) Personnel – Job
Performance – Town Manager Evaluation.  (Voted Unanimously by poll vote; Councilor Duhamel recused on the matter of Tower Street School
due to a possible conflict of interest being that his employer may have a client interested in the property)

 
     Council President Ahern announced that such person has been notified in writing and advised that they may require that such discussion be held at
an open meeting.
 
7:00 P.M.  EXECUTIVE SESSION
 
     The purpose of this Executive Session was to discuss Land Disposition, Litigation and Personnel.
 

*                    *                    *                    *                    *
 
7:36 P.M.  Voted Unanimously to adjourn and seal the minutes of this Executive Session.
 
7:38 P.M.  Reconvened Open Session.  (Councilors Duhamel and McCuin absent)
 
Executive Session Report
 
     Council President Ahern announced that the Council discussed, under Land Disposition, the Tower Street School and that no action was taken;
under Litigation, the matters of Nancy Markey v. Town of Westerly, Cawley v. Town of Westerly and Roger Hall v. Town of Westerly and that no action
was taken; and, under Personnel, the Town’s Manager’s evaluation and that no action was taken.

 
Motion by Mr. Cooke, Seconded by Ms. Giorno, that the Executive Session minutes be sealed.  (So Voted 5 to 2 – Councilors Duhamel and McCuin

absent)
 
 

11.   ADJOURNMENT 
 
        7:39 P.M.  Voted Unanimously to adjourn.
 

ATTEST:

 

Donna L. Giordano, MMC
Council Clerk

 
         Details of the aforesaid proceedings are available on video on the Town of Westerly website.
 

Published by ClerkBase

©2025 by Clerkbase. No Claim to Original Government Works.
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KYLE T. ZALASKI, P.E. 
TOWN ENGINEER 

crown of WesterlY 
1(/iocfe Isfancf 

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 
68 White Rock Road 
Westerly, RI 02891 

TEL: (401) 348-2562 

TOwtf0FWeS~$\tz 
OFFICE OF TOWN CLERK 

JUN 102021 

. RECEIVED 
2021 Road & Dramage ImprovementsDONNA L. GIORDANO. MMC TOWN CLERK 

Completed & Ongoing Projects 

• Atlantic Ave - Road Resurfacing, Sidewalks, and Drainage 
• Pearl Street - Road Resurfacing & Sidewalks 
• Manatuck Ave - Road Resurfacing & Drainage 
• Breen & Pasadena - Waterrnain Replacement, Road Resurfacing & Drainage 
• School Street Reconstruction 

Upcoming Projects 

• CDBG Projects 
o Highland Ave - Road Resurfacing & Sidewalk Improvements 
o Granite Hill / North End [Sidewalk] Accessibility Improvements 

• 2021 Road Bond 
o Drainage Maintenance & Inspections - Out to Public Bid 
o Water Main Replacement - To be put out for Public Bid 
o Road Resurfacing - Starting this year 

• Riverview Avenue - Drainage & Road Resurfacing 
• Atlantic Ave - Road Resurfacing & Bike Path Grant Project 
• Church Street Sidewalks 
• Bowling Lane - Culvert Reconstruction 

1 
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March 13,2024

VIA EMAIL and FIRST CLASS MAIL

RE:

Dear Mr. Lacey and Attorney Conley:

Shawn Lacey
Westerly Town Manager
45 Broad Street
Westerly, RI 02891
slacey@westerlyri.gov

The Town should withdraw Applications because the Town does not own the land at issue in the 
Applications. The Manatuck Owners own the land, and they have not granted Westerly 
permission to proceed with the Applications. As a result, the Applications seek to take private 
land in violation of the Manatuck Owners constitutional rights, and to dramatically alter and 
increase the use of this area.

A HINCKLEY 
FA ALLEN

Attorney William J. Conley, Jr.
Law offices of William J. Conley, Jr. 
123 Dyer Street, Unit 2B 
Providence, RI 02903 
wconley@wjclaw.com

Gerald J. Petros 
gpetros@hinckleyal len.com 
Direct Dial: 401-457-5212

We represent (1) William C. Reed II and Kathleen A. Campbell who own 3 Manatuck Avenue; 
(2) Laurence F. Whittemore III and Kathleen M. Whittemore who own 5 Manatuck Avenue; (3) 
Stephen J. Sills as trustee for the Stephen J. Sills 2013 Irrevocable Family Trust Agreement, 
which owns 7 Manatuck Avenue; (4), Paul J. Daqui and Camille Daqui who own 8 Manatuck 
Avenue; and (5) The Watch Hill Conservancy, which owns three lots running off Manatuck 
Avenue (collectively referred to as the ‘‘Manatuck Owners”).

100 Westminster Street. Suite 1500 
Providence. RI 02903

p: 401-274-2000 f: 401-277-9600 
hinckleyallen.com

The Town of Westerly's Application to the Coastal Resources Management Council 
(CRMC) (File No. 2024-02-053) to resurface road and modify dead end for turn around 
on Manatuck Avenue in Westerly, Rhode Island; and the Town of Westerly’s Application 
to CRMC for extension of the assent relating to (File No. 2020-12-032).

The Town recently filed Application 2024-02-053 with CRMC seeking an assent to develop and 
pave the lower portion of Manatuck Avenue leading to the sand and the beach dunes, inc luding 
the creation of a turnaround. The Town also filed Application 2020-12-032 with CRMC to 
extend an existing assent, never acted upon, relating to Manatuck Avenue. The lower portion of 
Manatuck Avenue begins at the southerly border of lot 25 and the northerly border of lot 26, and 
runs westerly to the beach, and is identified on the map attached as Exhibit A (further references 
to Manatuck Avenue in this letter refer to this lower section).
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Shawn Lacey
Attorney William J. Conley, Jr.
Page 2
March 13, 2024

Three years ago, the Town proposed the same work on Manatuck Avenue and the Manatuck 
Owners objected to that work and noted that this portion of Manatuck Avenue is a private road 
not owned by the Town. Following an exchange with the Town Solicitor and Town Manager, 
the Town did not move forward with that work. The Manatuck Owners were surprised to learn 
recently that the Town has resurrected its proposal to develop Manatuck Avenue. The Town 
should immediately withdraw Applications 2024-02-053 and 2020-12-032 because it has no 
right to perform that work.

The historical documents in the land evidence records demonstrate that Manatuck Avenue was 
never conveyed to the Town as a public road. In 1886, Charles J. Everett conveyed 120 acres of 
land known as the Everett Farm in Watch Hill to a group of men who referred to themselves as 
the Syndicate (“1886 Deed"). Later in 1886, the Syndicate recorded an Original Plat that laid out 
eleven roads—this Plat did not include Manatuck Avenue as a road. Manatuck Avenue first 
appears on the 1887 Amended Plat recorded on August 1, 1887.

Both individually and considered together, these title documents demonstrate that the Town does 
not own this lower portion of Manatuck Avenue. Therefore, the Town has no right to improve 
Manatuck, install parking or a loading zone, or build a turn around.

In 1916, the owners of all the lots created by the Amended Plat, executed an Agreement dated 
August 7, 1916 and recorded on October 14, 1916. This 1916 Agreement expressly reserved the 
owners’ rights to use Manatuck Avenue as their own private right of way. The 1916 Agreement 
declared that the Syndicate sold and recorded a plat in 1890. and "on this plat was Manatuck 
Avenue, in which the purchasers, by the conveyances made in pursuance of such sales, acquired 
a right of way for themselves, their heirs and assigns, as owners of said lots respectively, for use 
in common... ” The 1916 Agreement concludes by acknowledging the right of the Town to lay 
the water main and place the hydrant on Manatuck and the right to maintain the water main.
This language confirms the owners never deeded or gave this area of Manatuck to the Town, and 
therefore the Town required the owners’ permission to lay and maintain the water main and 
hydrant on this private road.

On October 27, 1890. the Syndicate executed a Quitclaim Deed to the Town of Westerly later 
recorded on September 29, 1891. The Syndicate conveyed eleven roads to the Town.
Significantly, the Syndicate specifically did not convey to the Town either Manatuck Avenue or 
Kidd’s Way, which were both first set out in the Amended Plat.

Finally, the proposed turn around extends beyond the current paved roadbed and falls on a 
number of private lots owned by several of the Manatuck Owners, including The Conservancy. 
The Manatuck Owners’ object to these proposed improvements on private property, but do not 
take issue with pedestrians using Manatuck Avenue to access the beach.
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Very/fBuly yours.

X J. Petros

GJP:amg

Enclosure

#64550000

Please confirm that the Town and its departments will halt efforts to develop Manatuck Avenue 
and will withdraw its Applications 2024-02-053 and 2020-12-032 filed with CRMC.

Shawn Lacey
Attorney William J. Conley, Jr.
Page 3
March 13, 2024
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EXHIBIT A
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EVERETT AVENUE ROW 2025
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EVERETT AVENUE ROW 2025
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§ 238-50. Obedience to stop signs. 

A. Duty of motorists to stop. Every driver of a vehicle approaching a stop sign shall stop before 

entering the crosswalk on the side of the intersection or, in the event there is no crosswalk, 

shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none, then at the point nearest the intersecting 

highway where the driver has a view of approaching traffic on the intersecting highway 

before entering the intersection. This section shall not apply when directed to proceed by a 

police officer or traffic control signal. 

B. Violations and penalties. Violations of this section shall be under the jurisdiction of the 

Westerly Municipal Court. Any person violating a provision of this section shall, upon 

conviction, be fined the sum as prescribed by RIGL. [Amended 5-23-2011 by Ch. No. 1750] 

C. Stop intersections enumerated. 

(1) In accordance with this section, the erection and maintenance of an official stop sign (or 

signs) is authorized so as to face: 

Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

A Street Northwest Clark Street 

A Street South Cobblestone Lane 

Abruzzese Lane East Wilgis Drive 

Acorn Drive South Meadowview Terrace 

Acorn Drive Northeast High Street 

Albert Street South Ann Street 

Althea Court North John Street 

Andersen Court Northeast Route 1 

Angus Terrace Northwest Redbarn Drive 

Ann Street North Ann Street 

Ann Street West Perkins Avenue 

Ann Street East South Joseph Street 

Ann Street East Elizabeth Street 

Ann Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

Ann Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Ann Street East South Joseph Street 

Ann Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

Aquidneck Road East Neowam Road 

Argyle Drive North Route 1 

Argyle Drive South Wildflower Drive 

Arlington Street North Fairview Avenue 

Arraquat Road Southeast Foster Cove Road 

Arrow Drive North Narragansett Avenue 

Ashel Street South Ann Street Extension 

Atlantic Avenue East Weekapaug Road 

Atlantic Avenue [Added 

9-8-2003 by Ch. No. 1465] 

East Maplewood Avenue 

Atlantic Avenue [Added 

9-8-2003 by Ch. No. 1465] 

West Maplewood Avenue 

Atlas Street North Boiling Spring Avenue 

Autumn Lane South Potter Hill Road 

Ava Street South Columbus Circle 

Ava Street North Ann Street 

Avondale Road Southeast Watch Hill Road 

Avondale Road Northeast Watch Hill Road 

Avondale Road South Watch Hill Road 

Azalea Drive Northeast Daisy Avenue 

Azalea Drive Southwest Hazel Street 

B Street Northwest Clark Street 

B Street South Cobblestone Lane 

Babcock Road West East Avenue 

Bach Road East Wagner Road 

Bach Road West Wagner Road 

Batterson Avenue West Tower Street 

Bayberry Road West Oceanview Highway 

Town of Westerly, RI

§ 238-50 § 238-50
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Bayview Drive South Sosoa Lane 

Beach Street Southeast Elm Street 

Beacon Street North John Street 

Beatrice Street North Miner Street 

Beatrice Street South Miner Street 

Beatrice Street Northwest Saundra Drive 

Beatrice Street Northeast Saundra Drive 

Bellaire Street Northeast Route 1 

Bellevue Avenue North Narragansett Avenue 

Bellevue Avenue

[Repealed at time of 

adoption of Code (see Ch. 

1, General Provisions, 

Art. I)] 

Bellevue Avenue

[Repealed at time of 

adoption of Code (see Ch. 

1, General Provisions, 

Art. I)] 

Bellevue Avenue West Terrace Avenue 

Belrose Drive South Shore Road 

Benefit Street North School Street 

Benefit Street South Cross Street 

Benjamin Street East South Joseph Street 

Benjamin Street West Ashel Street 

Benny Road East Stone Hill Drive 

Benny Drive West Stone Hill Drive 

Benson Avenue South Atlantic Avenue 

Benson Avenue North Shore Road 

Birch Drive South Cedarcrest Drive 

Boiling Spring Avenue Northwest Lee Street 

Boiling Spring Avenue West Woodlund Avenue 

Boiling Spring Avenue West Midland Avenue 

Boiling Spring Avenue East Midland Avenue 

Town of Westerly, RI

§ 238-50 § 238-50
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Boombridge Road Southeast Upper Canal Street 

Bowling Lane East NorthMain Street, 

Bradford 

Boxwood Avenue

[Repealed 7-15-2024 by 

Ch. No. 2063] 

Boxwood Avenue West Maplewood Avenue 

Boy Scout Drive North Old Hopkinton Road 

Boylston Street North Fairview Avenue 

Brahms Road East Wagner Road 

Brahms Road West Wagner Road 

Branberry Drive West Laurel Hill Drive 

Branberry Drive East Hickory Lane 

Brandywine Drive South Upper Canal Street 

Brandywine Drive Northeast Upper High Street 

Brass Ring Road West East Avenue 

Breach Drive South Atlantic Avenue 

Breen Road South Watch Hill Road 

Brendon Street West Columbus Circle 

Brian Street South Batterson Avenue 

Bridge Street East White Rock Road 

Bridgette Lane East Milrose Avenue 

Bridgette Lane West Danielle Avenue 

Brightman Way North Shore Road 

Brightman Way West Nantucket Avenue 

Brookside Road West South Joseph Street 

Brookside Road East High Street 

Brookview Court Northeast Boombridge Road 

Brown Drive West Stone Hill Drive 

Brown Drive East Stone Hill Drive 

Browning Road North Watch Hill Road 

Browning Road South Oceanview Highway 

Town of Westerly, RI

§ 238-50 § 238-50
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Buckeyebrook Road West Ross Hill Road (Rt. 216) 

Burns Avenue South Oak Street 

Butterfly Drive [Added 

4-27-2015 by Ch. No. 

1835] 

East Pickering Drive 

Butterfly Drive Southeast East Avenue 

Byron Drive North Miner Street 

Byron Drive South Miner Street 

Byron Drive South Beatrice Street 

Byron Drive Northeast Saundra Drive 

Byron Drive Southwest Saundra Drive 

C Street Northwest Clark Street 

C Street South Cobblestone Lane 

Cabin Court North John Street 

Cabin Court South Fairview Avenue 

Cadbury Lane East Crandall Avenue 

Camelback Road Southwest Turtleback Road 

Canal Street North Canal Street 

Canal Street Northeast Boombridge Road 

Canal Street South Canal Street 

Canal Street [Added 

9-13-2010 by Ch. No. 

1722] 

South Industrial Drive 

Canterbury Drive Southeast Woody Hill Road 

Canton Street East Woody Hill Road 

Canyon Drive South Wildflower Drive 

Castle Way South Robin Hollow Lane 

Castle Way Southeast Robin Hollow Lane 

Cattail Drive South Shore Road 

Cedarcrest Drive North Babcock Road 

Cedarcrest Drive West Watch Hill Road 

Center Street West High Street 

Town of Westerly, RI

§ 238-50 § 238-50
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Champion Street North State Street 

Champion Street South Wells Street 

Champlin Drive Northeast Avondale Road 

Chapel Road Southeast Bluff Avenue 

Charlene Drive South Cove Road 

Charlene Drive East Clifford Drive 

Charles Avenue Northeast Franklin Street 

Chester Avenue North Granite Street 

Chester Avenue [Repealed 

at time of adoption of 

Code (see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

Chester Avenue [Repealed 

at time of adoption of 

Code (see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

Chester Avenue South Cross Street 

Chestnut Street North Granite Street 

Chestnut Street Southwest School Street 

Chickadee Lane West East Avenue 

Chin Hill Road Northeast Trolley Lane 

Chin Hill Road Northeast Trolley Lane 

Chord Street North Boiling Spring Avenue 

Christian Hill Road Easterly Potter Hill Road 

Circle Drive North Canterbury Drive 

Clam Shell Drive North Cove Road 

Clark Street East Beach Street 

Clark Street West Margin Street 

Clay Street South Boiling Spring Avenue 

Clifford Drive South Cove Road 

Clifford Drive North Shore Road 

Coastwind Drive [Added 

6-10-2013 by Ch. No. 

1788] 

South Thompson Avenue 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Cobblestone Lane Northeast Beach Street 

Collins Road North Elmwood Avenue 

Colonial Drive North Gardner Drive 

Colonial Drive South Gallup Street 

Columbus Avenue East Pond Street 

Columbus Park East Columbus Circle 

Commanche Court East Apache Drive 

Concord Court West Colonial Drive 

Concord Court East Colonial Drive 

Connors Street North North Drive 

Connors Street South South Drive 

Cottage Street West White Rock Road 

Cove Road East Weekapaug Road 

Crandall Avenue South Atlantic Avenue 

Crandall Avenue North Shore Road 

Crescent Street East Elm Street 

Crescent Street Southwest Beach Street 

Crestview Drive West Beach Street 

Crestview Drive [Added 

8-12-2003 by Ch. No. 

1459] 

East Crestview Drive 

Cross Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

Cross Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

Cross Street Northwest Main Street, Westerly 

Crown Street South Boiling Spring Avenue 

Daisy Avenue South Riverview Avenue 

Daisy Avenue Northwest Edgewood Avenue 

D'Amato Drive1 South Shore Road 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Danielle Avenue Southeast Route 3 

Davenport Street Northeast Yankee Drive 

Davenport Street Southwest Walton Street 

Davenport Street Southeast Walton Street 

Davenport Street Northwest Walton Street 

David Avenue South Babcock Road 

David Avenue Southwest Babcock Road 

Dayton Street North Pierce Street 

Dayton Street South Pleasant Street 

Deer Run East Trolley Lane 

Deer Run West Happy Valley Road 

Dixon Street Northwest Railroad Avenue 

Dixon Street Southeast High Street 

Doreen Drive South Ann Street Extension 

East Avenue South Watch Hill Road 

East Fairway Avenue North Shore Road 

Eddy Drive West Stone Hill Drive 

Eddy Drive East Red Brook Drive 

Edgewood Avenue East East Avenue 

Elisa Avenue North Jolly Lane 

Elizabeth Street South Lewis Lane 

Elizabeth Street North Henry Street 

Ella Street West Ava Street 

Ella Street East South Joseph Street 

Elm Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

Elm Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

1.  Editor's Note: This street, formerly Portside Drive, was renamed D'Amato Drive 2-27-2006 by Ch. No. 1567. 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Elm Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

Elm Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

Elm Street North Granite Street 

Elmwood Avenue East Uzzi Avenue 

Elmwood Avenue West Maplewood Avenue 

Emerald Street North State Street 

Emerald Street South Wells Street 

Essex Drive South Seacrest Drive 

Essex Drive Northwest Nob Court 

Everett Avenue Southeast Westerly Road 

Everett Avenue Northwest Westerly Road 

Everett Avenue North Wauwinnet Road 

Fairfield Drive North Cedarcrest Drive 

Fairview Avenue West Westminster Avenue 

Fairview Avenue East Westminster Avenue 

Fairview Avenue East Hobart Street 

Fairview Avenue West Hobart Street 

Fallon Trail [Added 

4-27-2015 by Ch. No. 

1835] 

South South Woody Hill Road 

Family Lane South Lewis Lane 

Fenway Road North Knowles Avenue 

Fenway Road South Knowles Avenue 

Fenway Road South Wawaloam Drive 

Fieldsview Road South Vars Road 

Fieldsview Road West Woody Hill Road 

First Street East Winnapaug Road 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

First Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

First Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

First Street West Lawton Avenue 

First Street East Lawton Avenue 

First Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

First Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

First Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

First Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

First Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

First Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

First Street Southwest Crandall Avenue 

Fisherman's Avenue South Atlantic Avenue 

Fisherman's Avenue North Shore Road 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Fisherman's Avenue

[Repealed at time of 

adoption of Code (see Ch. 

1, General Provisions, 

Art. I)] 

Fisherman's Avenue

[Repealed at time of 

adoption of Code (see Ch. 

1, General Provisions, 

Art. I)] 

Fletcher Road Northwest District 6 Road 

Fletcher Road Southeast Woody Hill Road 

Forrestal Drive North Hiscox Road 

Forrestal Drive South Route 3 

Foster Cove Road East Watch Hill Road 

Fox Run Southwest Shephards Run 

Fox Run Northeast Quail Run 

Francis Street East Weekapaug Road 

Friendship Street Southwest Canal Street 

Friendship Street

[Amended at time of 

adoption of Code (see Ch. 

1, General Provisions, 

Art. I)] 

South West Street 

Friendship Street

[Amended at time of 

adoption of Code (see Ch. 

1, General Provisions, 

Art. I)] 

North West Street 

Friendship Street Southeast High Street 

Fusaro Avenue East Marichris Street 

Gallup Street Southeast Lee Street 

Gavitt Avenue South Oak Street 

George Street North School Street 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

George Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

George Street South John Street 

Geranium Lane South Pleasant Street 

Glen Way West West Ridge Road 

Governor Avenue North Cove Road 

Governor Avenue South Cove Road 

Gravity Court West Newton Avenue 

Greenman Avenue East Beach Street 

Greenman Avenue West Margin Street 

Grove Avenue South Granite Street 

Guarino Avenue South Oak Street 

Gurnsey Avenue Northwest Weathervane Way 

Gurnsey Avenue Northeast Shetland Drive 

Happy Valley Road Northeast Trolley Lane 

Happy Valley Road North Deer Run 

Happy Valley Road Northwest Watch Hill Road 

Hardwood Lane East Moriah Drive 

Hardwood Lane West Boom Bridge Road 

Harrison Avenue North Oak Street 

Harrison Avenue North Batterson Avenue 

Harrison Avenue South Batterson Avenue 

Haswell Street North Oak Street 

Haswell Street South Narragansett Avenue 

Haversham Road Northwest Shore Road 

Hazel Street South Riverview Avenue 

Henry Street East South Joseph Street 

Henry Street West South Joseph Street 

Henry Street West Ashel Street 

High Meadow Drive Northwest State Street 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

High Street Southwest Canal Street 

High Street Northeast Grove Avenue 

Highland Avenue North Narragansett Avenue 

Highland Avenue

[Repealed at time of 

adoption of Code (see Ch. 

1, General Provisions, 

Art. I)] 

Highland Avenue

[Repealed at time of 

adoption of Code (see Ch. 

1, General Provisions, 

Art. I)] 

Highland Avenue South Granite Street 

Hillside Terrace West Argyle Drive 

Hillview Drive West High Street 

Hillview Drive East Laurel Hill Drive 

Hiscox Road West Potter Hill Road 

Hiscox Road North Potter Hill Road 

Hiscox Road South Route 3 

Hobart Street North Cross Street 

Hobart Street North John Street 

Hobart Street South John Street 

Hobart Street South Hydrangea Drive 

Hollis Street South State Street 

Hollis Street North Fairview Avenue 

Holly Drive West Laurel Hill Drive 

Holly Drive East Hickory Lane 

Holmes Street Northwest Boiling Spring Avenue 

Horne Drive West Laurel Hill Drive 

Hubbard Street East East Avenue 

Hubbard Street West Beach Street 

Hunter Terrace North Mountain Avenue 

Hydrangea Drive East Arlington Street 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Ice Pond Road [Added 

9-23-2002 by Ch. No. 

1422] 

North Watch Hill Road 

Ichabod Lane [Added 

10-28-2002 by Ch. No. 

1425] 

East and West At crest of hill at the 

western most edge of the 

cul-de-sac 

Ichabod Lane Northeast Sleepy Hollow Court 

India Point Road Southwest Avondale Road 

Industrial Drive North Pleasant Street 

Industrial Drive Southwest Canal Street 

Iroquois Avenue East Apache Drive 

Island View Court East Langworthy Road 

Ivanhoe Road [Added 

3-10-2003 by Ch. No. 

1435] 

East At intersection with 

Franklin Street 

James Street North Ann Street 

James Street East Pauline Street 

Jay Street South Narragansett Avenue 

Joan Road Northeast North Joseph Street 

John Street [Added 

9-18-2017 by Ch. No. 

1900] 

East Hobart Street 

John Street [Added 

9-18-2017 by Ch. No. 

1900] 

West Hobart Street 

John Street Extension

[Amended at time of 

adoption of Code (see Ch. 

1, General Provisions, 

Art. I)] 

South Cross Street 

Joseph Lane South Vars Lane 

Joshua Street West Tower Street 

Jovere Drive East Riverdale Road 

Judi Lane East Wilgis Drive 

Kathleen Drive North Shore Road 

Town of Westerly, RI

§ 238-50 § 238-50

Downloaded from https://ecode360.com/WE1997 on 2025-08-27 Pg.0083

Oliver Allamby
Text Box
3/3/2026

Oliver Allamby
Received



Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Kathleen Drive East Maplewood Avenue 

Kimball Avenue North Shore Road 

Kimball Avenue South Fisherman's Avenue 

King Street North Lee Street 

Knollwood Drive West Essex Drive 

Knollwood Drive Southwest Essex Drive 

Knowles Avenue East North Main Street, 

Bradford 

Knowles Avenue Northwest Weekapaug Road 

Knowles Avenue

[Repealed 7-8-2019 by Ch. 

No. 1968] 

Lakeside Drive Southeast Pound Road 

Langley Street North Potter Hill Road 

Langley Street South Saratoga Avenue 

Lanphere Road East Beach Street 

Larkwood Lane South Meadowlark Drive 

Laurel Avenue South Potter Hill Road 

Laurel Hill Drive North Hillview Drive 

Lawton Avenue South Atlantic Avenue 

Lawton Avenue North Third Street 

Ledgewood Drive Northeast Hickory Lane 

Ledward Avenue East Colonial Drive 

Ledward Avenue Southwest Tower Street 

Lee Street South Boiling Spring Avenue 

Leeward Drive Southwest Setting Sun Drive 

Leeward Drive West Setting Sun Drive 

Lewis Lane West Pauline Drive 

Lewis Lane East High Street 

Lilac Drive Southeast Pierce Street 

Lima Drive Westerly Potter Hill Road 

Linden Street North Narragansett Avenue 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Linden Street [Amended 

8-10-2004 by Ch. No. 

1501] 

South Park Avenue 

Links Passage West Wicklow Road 

Linnate Street Northwest Walton Street 

Linwood Avenue East Uzzi Avenue 

Linwood Avenue West Maplewood Avenue 

Little Brook Road South Shore Road 

Lofty Heights Southeast Old Post Road 

Longvue Avenue South Wilson Street 

Longvue Avenue

[Repealed at time of 

adoption of Code (see Ch. 

1, General Provisions, 

Art. I)] 

Longvue Avenue

[Repealed at time of 

adoption of Code (see Ch. 

1, General Provisions, 

Art. I)] 

Longvue Avenue Northwest Cross Street Extension 

Lorraine Road Southwest North Joseph Street 

Lorraine Road Northeast North Joseph Street 

Madison Court West Colonial Drive 

Maggio Street East Guarino Avenue 

Manatuck Avenue Northwest Oceanview Highway 

Manfredi Road Southwest District 6 Road 

Maple Avenue South School Street 

Maplewood Avenue South Atlantic Avenue 

Maplewood Avenue

[Repealed at time of 

adoption of Code (see Ch. 

1, General Provisions, 

Art. I)] 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Maplewood Avenue

[Repealed at time of 

adoption of Code (see Ch. 

1, General Provisions, 

Art. I)] 

Maplewood Avenue North Shore Road 

Margin Street North Main Street, Westerly 

Margin Street [Added 

9-23-2002 by Ch. No. 

1422] 

North Clark Street 

Margin Street [Added 

9-23-2002 by Ch. No. 

1422] 

South Clark Street 

Marichris Street South Narragansett Avenue 

Extension 

Marie Street East Weekapaug Road 

Mariner Heights North Greenman Avenue 

Mariner Heights South Greenman Avenue 

Marion Avenue South Oak Street 

Marriott Avenue North Pleasant Street 

Mary Lou Avenue Southwest Beach Street 

Massachaug Road South Oceanview Highway 

Massachaug Road West Yosemite Valley Road 

Matarese Hills Southeast Shore Road 

May Drive Southeast Lorraine Road 

May Drive Northwest Joan Road 

Maybrey Drive South Sunrise Drive 

Meadow Ridge Road South Shore Road 

Meadowlark Drive East Riverdale Road 

Meadowview Terrace Southwest Brandywine Drive 

Meadowview Terrace East Acorn Drive 

Memory Lane North Old Post Road 

Memory Lane South Route 1 

Midland Road South Boiling Spring Avenue 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Midland Road North Cross Street Extension 

Midway Avenue North Saratoga Avenue 

Midway Avenue West Forrestal Drive 

Milrose Avenue Southeast Route 3 

Miner Street Southwest Upper Canal Street 

Miner Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

Miner Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

Miner Street Northwest Saundra Drive 

Misquamicut Hills Road Southwest Shore Road 

Misty Way [Added 

3-10-2003 by Ch. No. 

1435] 

North At intersection with Tum-

A-Lum Circle 

Misty Way [Added 

3-10-2003 by Ch. No. 

1435] 

South At intersection with Tum-

A-Lum Circle 

Mockingbird Lane West East Avenue 

Mockingbird Lane East Lovat Lane 

Mohawk Court West Pequot Avenue 

Montauk Avenue South Atlantic Avenue 

Moonlight Drive South Shore Road 

Moriah Drive East Old Boom Bridge Road 

Moriah Drive [Added 

12-13-2021 by Ch. No. 

2012] 

North Hardwood Lane 

Moriah Drive [Added 

12-13-2021 by Ch. No. 

2012] 

South Hardwood Lane 

Morris Road Northwest Urso Drive 

Morris Road North Morris Road 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Morris Road Northeast Stuart Street 

Mountain Avenue West High Street 

Mowrey Road North Old Post Road 

Narragansett Avenue West High Street 

Narragansett Avenue West Tower Street 

Narragansett Avenue East Tower Street 

Neowam Avenue South Wauwinnet Avenue 

Nepun Road Northwest Foster Cove Road 

Nepun Road Southeast Watch Hill Road 

Netherwoods Street Northeast Yankee Drive 

Netherwoods Street Southwest Walton Street 

Nevis Court West Essex Drive 

Newall Terrace South Shore Road 

Newton Avenue North Narragansett Avenue 

Newton Avenue South Granite Street 

Nichols Lane North Potter Hill Road 

Noank Avenue South Wauwinnet Avenue 

Noank Avenue West Neowam Road 

Nob Court Southwest Trolley Lane 

North Capalbo Drive Southeast Route 91 

North Capalbo Drive Southeast Route 91 

North Drive East East Avenue 

North Granite Avenue East Old Hopkinton Road 

North Joseph Street North Upper Canal Street 

North Stuart Street North Route 1 

North Stuart Street South Urso Drive 

Noyes Neck Road North Chapman Road 

Noyes Neck Road

[Repealed 7-8-2019 by Ch. 

No. 1968] 

Noyes Neck Road North Shore Road 

Noyes Neck Road South Chapman Road 

Town of Westerly, RI

§ 238-50 § 238-50

Downloaded from https://ecode360.com/WE1997 on 2025-08-27 Pg.0088

Oliver Allamby
Text Box
3/3/2026

Oliver Allamby
Received



Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Noyes Neck Road

[Repealed 7-8-2019 by Ch. 

No. 1968] 

Noyes Neck Road South Wawaloam Drive 

Nutmeg Drive North Potter Hill Road 

Nutmeg Drive South Surry Drive 

Oaklawn Terrace East Tower Street 

Oakwood Road Northwest Watch Hill Road 

Oakwood Road South Browning Road 

Oceanrise Drive Southwest Shore Road 

Oceanview Highway North Shore Road 

Old Hopkinton Road Northwest Route 3 

Old Hopkinton Road Northwest Route 3 

Old Hopkinton Road South Old Hopkinton Road 

Old Hopkinton Road Southwest Oak Street 

Old Post Road Southeast Route 1 

Old Post Road Southwest Route 1 

Overlook Drive South Oceanview Highway 

Oxford Street East Clifford Drive 

Oxford Street West Charlene Drive 

Painter Road East Langworthy Road 

Park Avenue [Added 

8-10-2004 by Ch. No. 

1501] 

East Linden Street 

Park Avenue East Tower Street 

Park Avenue West Newton Avenue 

Park Avenue [Added 

8-10-2004 by Ch. No. 

1501] 

West Ward Avenue 

Pasadena Avenue South Watch Hill Road 

Passpataug Road South Winona Drive 

Pauline Street [Amended 

4-25-2005 by Ch. No. 

1531] 

Both Henry Street 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Pauline Street South Lewis Lane 

Paupock Run East Tonkawa Avenue 

Pawcatuck Avenue East Sunset Avenue 

Pawcatuck Avenue West Waters Edge Road 

Pearl Street East High Street 

Pearl Street South Pierce Street 

Peeptoad Road Southwest Quail Run 

Pendleton Lane [Added 

2-22-2016 by Ch. No. 

1850] 

West Mowrey Road 

Penston Avenue East Westminster Street 

Penston Avenue South State Street 

Pequot Avenue East Apache Drive 

Perkins Avenue Northwest Canal Street 

Perkins Avenue South Columbus Circle 

Pickering Drive [Added 

4-27-2015 by Ch. No. 

1835] 

North Butterfly Drive 

Pickering Drive Southeast East Avenue 

Pierce Street East High Street 

Pierce Street South Pleasant Street 

Pierce Street West Pond Street 

Pine Wood Court West Langworthy Road 

Pleasant Street Southeast High Street 

Pleasant Street West Canal Street 

Plympton Road East Westerly Road 

Plympton Road West Bay Street 

Pond Street South Pierce Street 

Pond Street North Turano Avenue (Columbus 

Circle) 

Popon Road Northwest Foster Cove Road 

Popon Road Southeast Nepun Road 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Potter Hill Road [Added 

6-10-2013 by Ch. No. 

1788] 

South Hiscox Road 

Pound Road Northeast Route 91 

Pound Road East District 6 Road 

Pound Road 

[Added 6-9-2003 by Ch. 

No. 1451] 

North Lakeside Drive 

Pound Road [Added 

6-9-2003 by Ch. No. 1451] 

South Lakeside Drive 

Quail Run South Watch Hill Road 

Quannacut Road [Added 

2-22-2016 by Ch. No. 

1850] 

East Post Road/Pendleton Lane 

Quannacut Road East Wompag Road 

Quannacut Road [Added 

9-23-2002 by Ch. No. 

1422] 

Northwest Wompag Road 

Quannacut Road South Quannacut Road 

Quarry Road North Church Street 

Rabbit Run West Winnapaug Road 

Railroad Avenue Southwest Canal Street 

Railroad Avenue West North Main Street, 

Bradford 

Ranger Street East Langley Street 

Raymond Street South Boiling Spring Avenue 

Raymond Street North John Street Extension 

Raymond Street South John Street Extension 

Raymond Street Northeast Cross Street Extension 

Reading Street South Ledward Avenue 

Redbarn Drive North Gurnsey Avenue 

Redbarn Drive Northwest Church Street 

Rhody Drive South South Drive 

Ricci Road North Cove Road 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Richard Circle South Spencer Drive 

Ridge Road Southwest Watch Hill Road 

Rip Tide Way East Winnapaug Road 

Rip Tide Way West Montauk Avenue 

Riverdale Road North West Beach Street 

Riverdale Road South West Beach Street 

Riverview Avenue East East Avenue 

Riverview Avenue West Beach Street 

Robin Hollow Lane

[Added 1-22-2024 by Ch. 

No. 2053] 

Northeast Castle Way 

Robin Hollow Lane

[Added 1-22-2024 by Ch. 

No. 2053] 

Southwest Castle Way 

Robin Way Northeast Treetop Lane 

Rocket Street North Granite Street 

Rossini Road East Wagner Road 

Rossini Road North Handel Road 

Rossini Road West Wagner Road 

Salem Street South Ledward Avenue 

Salt Pond Way North Cove Road 

Salt Pond Way South Cove Road 

Sand Trail North Noyes Neck Road 

Sand Trail Northwest Watch Hill Road 

Sandy Hill Road [Added at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

North Post Road 

Saratoga Avenue

[Repealed at time of 

adoption of Code (see Ch. 

1, General Provisions, 

Art. I)] 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Saratoga Avenue

[Repealed at time of 

adoption of Code (see Ch. 

1, General Provisions, 

Art. I)] 

Saratoga Avenue East Hiscox Road 

Scenic Heights South Shore Road 

Schilke Drive West Old Hopkinton Road 

School Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

School Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

School Street West Main Street, Westerly 

School Street East Granite Street 

Seacreast Drive West Trolley Lane 

Seacrest Drive Northeast Winnapaug Road 

Second Street East Winnapaug Road 

Second Street West Winnapaug Road 

Second Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

Second Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

Second Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

Second Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Second Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

Second Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

Second Street East Kimball Avenue 

Second Street East Benson Avenue 

Second Street West Crandall Avenue 

Sequan Road Southwest Foster Cove Road 

Sequan Road North Nepun Road 

Service Street East Pearl Street 

Service Street North Brendon Street 

Setting Sun Drive Northwest Watch Hill Road 

Setting Sun Drive South Winward Drive 

Setting Sun Drive Northeast Winward Drive 

Setting Sun Drive South Shore Road 

Sharon Drive North Shore Road 

Shephards Run South Watch Hill Road 

Sherwood Drive North Route 1 

Sherwood Drive East Sherwood Drive 

Shirley Drive East Crandall Avenue 

Simms Street North Route 1 

Simms Street South Stuart Street 

Sleepy Hollow Court North Canal Street 

Snowberry Lane North Cove Road 

Solar Drive Southeast Wildflower Drive 

Sosoa Lane West Beach Street 

Sosoa Lane East East Avenue 

South Drive East East Avenue 

Town of Westerly, RI

§ 238-50 § 238-50

Downloaded from https://ecode360.com/WE1997 on 2025-08-27 Pg.0094

Oliver Allamby
Text Box
3/3/2026

Oliver Allamby
Received



Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Spencer Drive [Repealed 

at time of adoption of 

Code (see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

Spencer Drive [Repealed 

at time of adoption of 

Code (see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

Spencer Drive South Beatrice Street 

Spencer Drive Northeast Saundra Drive 

Spencer Drive Southwest Saundra Drive 

Spray Rock Road [Added 

7-8-2019 by Ch. No. 1968] 

North Shawmut Avenue 

Spray Rock Road [Added 

7-8-2019 by Ch. No. 1968] 

South Shawmut Avenue 

Spring Pond Road Northwest Watch Hill Road 

Spring Street North School Street 

Spring Street North Cross Street 

Spring Street South John Street 

Spring Street North Cross Street 

Springbrook Road Northeast Boom Bridge Road 

Springbrook Road Southwest White Rock Road 

Spruce Street North Oak Street 

Spruce Street [Repealed 

9-21-2020 by Ch. No. 

1995] 

Spruce Street [Repealed 

9-21-2020 by Ch. No. 

1995] 

Spruce Street [Repealed 

9-21-2020 by Ch. No. 

1995] 

Spruce Street [Repealed 

9-21-2020 by Ch. No. 

1995] 

Spruce Street South Granite Street 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Spuchy Drive North Oak Street 

Spuchy Drive South Maybrey Drive 

State Street West Beach Street 

State Street [Repealed 

9-21-2020 by Ch. No. 

1995] 

State Street [Repealed 

9-21-2020 by Ch. No. 

1995] 

State Street Southeast East Avenue 

St. Clares Way East Crandall Avenue 

St. Clares Way [Repealed 

7-15-2024 by Ch. No. 

2063] 

Stenton Avenue Southeast Route 1 

Stuart Street East Beach Street 

Stuart Street North Stuart Street 

Summer Street North Narragansett Avenue 

Summer Street South Park Avenue 

Summer Street North Park Avenue 

Summer Street South Granite Street 

Summer Street North Granite Street 

Summer Street South School Street 

Sunnyside Drive North Old Post Road 

Sunrise Drive East Maybrey Drive 

Sunrise Drive West Marichris Street 

Sunset Avenue South Wauwinnet Avenue 

Surry Drive West Nichols Lane 

Surry Drive East Nutmeg Drive 

Taylor Court North Brookside Drive 

Terrace Avenue North Narragansett Avenue 

Terrace Avenue North Park Avenue 

Terrace Avenue South Park Avenue 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Terrace Avenue North Cove Road 

Terrace Avenue South Cove Road 

Terrace Avenue South Utter Street 

Thomas Lane Southeast Old Post Road 

Thompson Avenue West Tower Street 

Timothy Drive Northeast Watch Hill Road 

Timothy Drive Northeast Watch Hill Road 

Tom Harvey Road North Airport Road 

Tom Harvey Road South Shore Road 

Tom Harvey Road East Wicklow Road 

Tonkawa Avenue North Old Post Road 

Top Street North Narragansett Avenue 

Top Street South Park Avenue 

Treetop Lane West Robin Hollow Lane 

Trolley Lane North Deer Run 

Tum-A-Lum Circle [Added 

3-10-2003 by Ch. No. 

1435] 

South At intersection(s) with 

Ivanhoe Road 

Turano Avenue South Pierce Street 

Turano Avenue Northwest Columbus Circle 

Turtleback Road North Shore Road 

Turtleback Road North Oenoke Lane 

Turtleback Road West Oenoke Lane 

Twig Road South Treetop Road 

Urso Drive West Stuart Street 

Urso Drive South Valley Drive 

Utter Street East Salt Pond Way 

Uzzi Avenue South Atlantic Avenue 

Uzzi Avenue Northwest Bayberry Road 

Uzzi Avenue [Added 

7-15-2024 by Ch. No. 

2063] 

South Bayberry Road 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Vars Lane East North Main Street, 

Bradford 

Verdi Road South Handel Road 

Verdi Road North Brahms Road 

Verdi Road North Grieg Road 

Verdi Road South Grieg Road 

Village Road North Oceanview Highway 

Vose Street South Granite Street 

Wadchu Road Northeast Quannacut Road 

Wagner Road North Route 1 

Wall Street Northwest Springbrook Road 

Wall Street Southeast Cottage Street 

Wampanoag Avenue East Apache Drive 

Wampanoag Avenue West Pequot Avenue 

Wapan Road Southeast Foster Cove Road 

Ward Avenue [Added 

8-10-2004 by Ch. No. 

1501] 

South Park Avenue 

Washington Avenue East Beach Street 

Wauwinnet Avenue

[Added 5-23-2011 by Ch. 

No. 1750] 

East Westerly Road 

Wawaloam Drive East Noyes Neck Road 

Waxcadowa Avenue South Winona Drive 

Waxcadowa Avenue North Knowles Avenue 

Wayland Street Northwest Route 91 

Weathervane Way South Church Street 

Wells Street West Beach Street 

West Beach Street East Beach Street 

Westerly Road [Amended 

5-23-2011 by Ch. No. 

1750] 

Northeast Wauwinnet Avenue 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Westerly Road [Added 

5-23-2011 by Ch. No. 

1750] 

West Wauwinnet Avenue 

West Ridge Road West Watch Hill Road 

West Ridge Road South Ridge Road 

West Street North Pleasant Street 

West Street North Friendship Street 

West Street [Repealed at 

time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General 

Provisions, Art. I)] 

West Street South Railroad Avenue 

West Street North Railroad Avenue 

West Street South Dixon Street 

Westminster Street

[Repealed at time of 

adoption of Code (see Ch. 

1, General Provisions, 

Art. I)] 

Westminster Street

[Repealed at time of 

adoption of Code (see Ch. 

1, General Provisions, 

Art. I)] 

Westminster Street North Cross Street 

Westminster Street South Wells Street 

Westview Drive North Cedarcrest Drive 

Wetomachick Avenue Southeast Wompag Road 

Wetomachick Avenue West Quannacut Road 

Whales View Drive North Valley Drive 

Whipple Avenue Northeast Franklin Street 

White Cap Road West Trolley Lane 

White Cap Road East Essex Lane 

White Road South Painter Road 

White Rock Road Southeast Canal Street 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Wicklow Road West Tom Harvey Road 

Wicklow Road Northwest Links Passage 

Wicklow Road Southeast Links Passage 

Wicklow Road South Shore Road 

Wilcox Avenue West Grove Avenue 

Wilcox Avenue East Newton Avenue 

Wildflower Drive East Ocean Ridge Drive 

Wildflower Drive Southeast Urso Drive 

Wildflower Drive [Added 

2-13-2006 by Ch. No. 

1565] 

West Ocean Ridge Drive 

Wilgis Drive South Route 3 

Wilson Street West Franklin Street 

Windover Turn Southeast Shore Road 

Winnapaug Road South Atlantic Avenue 

Winnapaug Road North Shore Road 

Winona Avenue Southwest Fenway Road 

Winona Avenue East Noyes Neck Road 

Winward Drive West Setting Sun Drive 

Winward Drive Southwest Setting Sun Drive 

Wompag Road [Added 

9-23-2002 by Ch. No. 

1422] 

South Quannacut Road 

Woodlund Avenue North John Street Extension 

Woodlund Avenue Northwest Cross Street Extension 

Woodlund Avenue South Wilson Street 

Woodlund Avenue South John Street Extension 

Woody Hill Road East Church Street 

Woody Hill Road North Church Street 

Woody Hill Road Northwest District 6 Road 

Woody Hill Road North Woody Hill Road 

Woody Hill Road Northwest Route 91 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Woody Hill Road South Route 1 

Woody Hill Road South Woody Hill Road 

Woody Hill Road Southeast Old Post Road 

Yankee Drive Southeast Canal Street 

York Avenue North Cross Street 

Yosemite Valley Road East Browning Road 

Yosemite Valley Road South Oceanview Highway 

Yosemite Valley Road South Oceanview Highway 

(2) Four-way intersections: 

Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Bayberry Road East and west Maplewood Avenue 

Bellevue Avenue [Added 

8-10-2004 by Ch. No. 

1501] 

North and south Park Avenue 

Benson Avenue North and south First Street 

Boxwood Avenue [Added 

7-15-2024 by Ch. No. 

2063] 

East Uzzi Avenue 

Chester Avenue North and south School Street 

Cohasset Way [Amended 

9-21-2020 by Ch. No. 

1995] 

East and west Yarmouth Drive 

Cross Street East and west Elm Street 

Cross Street East and west George Street 

Elm Street North and south Cross Street 

Elm Street North and south School Street 

Fisherman's Avenue north and south First Street 

First Street [Added 

9-21-2020 by Ch. No. 

1995] 

East and west Benson Avenue 

First Street [Added 

9-21-2020 by Ch. No. 

1995] 

East and west Fisherman's Avenue 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

First Street [Added 

9-21-2020 by Ch. No. 

1995] 

East and west Kimball Avenue 

First Street [Added 

9-21-2020 by Ch. No. 

1995] 

East and west Montauk Avenue 

Fisherman's Avenue

[Added 9-21-2020 by Ch. 

No. 1995] 

North and south Second Street 

Forrestal Street [Added 

9-21-2020 by Ch. No. 

1995] 

East and west Saratoga Avenue 

Friendship Street

[Repealed 9-21-2020 by 

Ch. No. 1995] 

Friendship Street

[Repealed 9-21-2020 by 

Ch. No. 1995] 

George Street North and south Cross Street 

Grieg Road East and west Wagner Road 

Handel Road East and west Wagner Road 

Highland Avenue [Added 

8-10-2004 by Ch. No. 

1501] 

North and south Park Avenue 

John Street East and west Westminster Street 

John Street Extension East and west Longvue Avenue 

John Street Extension

[Repealed 9-21-2020 by 

Ch. No. 1995] 

Kimball Avenue North and south First Street 

Knowles Avenue [Added 

7-8-2019 by Ch. No. 1968] 

Eas and west Noyes Neck Road 

Knowles Avenue [Added 

7-8-2019 by Ch. No. 1968] 

East and west Passpataug Avenue 

Lawton Avenue North and south Second Street 

Longvue Avenue North and south John Street Ext. 

Maplewood Avenue North and south Bayberry Road 

Town of Westerly, RI

§ 238-50 § 238-50

Downloaded from https://ecode360.com/WE1997 on 2025-08-27 Pg.0102

Oliver Allamby
Text Box
3/3/2026

Oliver Allamby
Received



Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Matarese Hills [Added 

9-23-2002 by Ch. No. 

1422] 

North and south Starview Lane 

Miner Street [Added 

9-21-2020 by Ch. No. 

1995] 

North and south Spencer Drive 

Montauk Avenue [Added 

9-21-2020 by Ch. No. 

1995] 

North and south First Street 

Montauk Avenue [Added 

9-21-2020 by Ch. No. 

1995] 

North and south Second Street 

Narragansett Avenue North and south Spruce Street 

Noyes Neck Road [Added 

7-8-2019 by Ch. No. 1968] 

North and south Knowles Avenue 

Passpataug Avenue [Added 

7-8-2019 by Ch. No. 1968] 

North and south Knowles Avenue 

Park Avenue [Added 

8-10-2004 by Ch. No. 

1501] 

East and west Bellevue Avenue 

Park Avenue [Added 

8-10-2004 by Ch. No. 

1501] 

East and west Highland Avenue 

Park Avenue [Added 

9-13-2010 by Ch. No. 

1723] 

East and west Spruce Street 

Sandy Hill Road

[Amended 5-9-2005 by 

Ch. No. 1537; repealed 

9-21-2020 by Ch. No. 

1995] 

Saratoga Avenue North and south Forrestal Drive 

School Street East and west Elm Street 

School Street East and west Chester Avenue 

Second Street [Added 

9-21-2020 by Ch. No. 

1995] 

East and west Fisherman's Avenue 

Second Street East and west Lawton Avenue 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Second Street [Added 

9-21-2020 by Ch. No. 

1995] 

East and west Montauk Avenue 

Spencer Drive [Added 

9-21-2020 by Ch. No. 

1995] 

North and south Miner Street 

Spruce Street [Added 

9-21-2020 by Ch. No. 

1995] 

East and west Narragansett Avenue 

Spruce Street [Added 

9-13-2010 by Ch. No. 

1723] 

North and south Park Avenue 

Starview Lane [Added 

9-23-2002 by Ch. No. 

1422] 

East and west Matarese Hills 

State Street [Added 

9-21-2020 by Ch. No. 

1995] 

East and west Westminster Street 

St. Clare Way [Added 

7-15-2024 by Ch. No. 

2063] 

West Uzzi Avenue 

Uzzi Avenue [Added 

7-15-2024 by Ch. No. 

2063] 

North St. Clare Way 

Uzzi Avenue [Added 

7-15-2024 by Ch. No. 

2063] 

South Boxwood Avenue 

Wagner Road North and south Grieg Road 

Wagner Road North and south Handel Road 

West Street [Repealed 

9-21-2020 by Ch. No. 

1995] 

Westminster Street [Added 

9-21-2020 by Ch. No. 

1995] 

North and south John Street 

Westminster Street North and south State Street 

Town of Westerly, RI
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Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Yarmouth Drive [Amended 

9-21-2020 by Ch. No. 

1995] 

North and south Cohassett Way 

D. Yield intersection enumerated. In accordance with this section, the erection and maintenance 

of an official yield sign (or signs) is authorized so as to face:2 

Street Yielding Direction of Travel At Intersection With 

Fisherman's Avenue South Kimball Avenue 

Quannacut Road South Quannacut Road 

2.  Editor's Note: Former Subsections E through G were repealed 10-1-2018 by Ch. No. 1936. 

Town of Westerly, RI
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§ 238-67. Tow zones described.

A. The following highways and public lands located in the Town are designated as

lands on which the parking of motor vehicles of any description is prohibited, and

as tow zones: [Amended 11-12-2002 by Ch. No. 1428; 9-27-2010 by Ch. No.

1731; 5-23-2011 by Ch. No. 1750; 11-18-2013 by Ch. No. 1802; 8-17-2015 by

Ch. No. 1844; 7-9-2018 by Ch. No. 1931]

(1) Misquamicut area: entire length of Atlantic Avenue, including adjacent public

land not specifically designated as a parking area by any public authority; the

entire length of Bayberry Road, Benson Avenue, Boxwood Avenue, Breach

Drive, Cadbury Lane, Charlene Drive, Clam Shell Drive, Clifford Drive,

Collins Avenue, Cove Road, Crandall Avenue, Dogwood Avenue, Egret Lane,

Elmwood Avenue, First Street, Fisherman's Avenue, Frances Avenue, Gem

Court, Governor Avenue, Kathleen Drive, Kimball Avenue, Lawton Avenue,

Linwood Avenue, Marie Street, Maplewood Avenue, Montauk Avenue,

Oxford Street, Pirates Island Drive, Rabbit Run, Ricci Road, Rip Tide Drive,

St. Clair Way, Salt Pond Way, Seagull Road, Snowberry Lane, Richmond

Drive, Second Street, Shirley Drive, Terrace Avenue, Third Street, and Utter

Street, Uzzi Avenue; Violet Lane, Winnapaug Road from Atlantic Avenue to

Shore Road.

(2) Weekapaug area: entire length of Weekapaug Road and Wawaloam Drive and

Sand Trail except designated scenic overlook; Fenway Road between Knowles

Avenue and Wawaloam Drive; entire length of Knowles Avenue; Spray Rock

Road (southerly side), where designated by the Director of Public Safety,

Winona Avenue from Passpataug Avenue to Fenway Road.

(3) Watch Hill area: Aloha Road, Arraquat Road, Aquidneck Avenue; entire

length of Avondale Road; Bluff Avenue, including public right-of-way to

beach, sometimes referred to as "Shinkle Drive"; Breen Road, Browning

Road; Camelback Way, Champlin Drive, East Hills Road, Everett Avenue,

including public right-of-way running to beach; Foster Cove Road; Fox Run,

Golf Club Road, Grassland Way, Glen Way; India Point Road, Kidds Way,

Kings Way, southerly side of Larkin Road; Lighthouse Road, entire length of

Manatuck Avenue, including public right-of-way running to beach, excluding

designated parking area for motorized bicycles and motor scooters with a

motor rated not more than 4.9 horsepower and not greater than 50 cubic

centimeters, which is capable of a maximum speed of not more than 30 miles

per hour; Massachaug Road; Mintuck Road, Montego Road, Neowam

Avenue; Nepun Road, Niantic Avenue, including public right-of-way running

to beach; Ninquveet Road, Ninigret Avenue; Noank Avenue; Noonatch Road,

Oakwood Road, entire length of Ocean View Highway; Oenoke Lane,

Overlook Drive; Pasadena Avenue, Pawcatuck Avenue; Peeptoad Road,

Plimpton Road; Popon Road, Quail Run, Ridge Road, Round Hill Road,

Sequan Road, Shepherds Run, Turtle Back Road, Valley Path, Waters Edge

Road; Watch Hill Road, starting from its intersection with Shore Road in a

southerly direction to the intersection of Westerly Road, Wapan Road,
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Wauwinnet Avenue; Westerly Road; West Ridge Road; Sunset Avenue, and

Yosemite Valley Road.

(4) Westerly area: Elm Street from Broad Street to end of the no-parking zone, on

the easterly and westerly sides; Pierce Street, easterly side, 30 feet, in a

northerly direction from the intersection with Pleasant Street.

(5) Bradford area: Quarry Road, entire length, both sides.

(6) Shelter Harbor area: Wagner Road, from the intersection with Rossini Road

south to a point 100 feet north of the Shelter Harbor Fire District dock, both

sides.

B. This section shall not apply to vehicles parked for religious services.

§ 238-67 § 238-67
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TOWN OF WESTERLY

Special Town Council Meeting 7:00 P.M.

Thursday June 28, 1984 Council Chambers

7:05 P.M. ROLL CALL: (A quorum member being present)

Council President
Pro Tem: Richard D. Comolli (Appointed Council President Pro Tem in the absence of

Council President Urso and Vice Council President Salimeno, who arrived late)

Councilors: Raymond J. Castagna
Louis J. Masucci
Frederick B. Harwood, Jr.

Absent: Samuel J. Urso, Jr.
George R. Salimeno (arrived late)
John J. Gentile, Jr.

Town Solicitor: Louis B. Cappuccio

Town Manager: Glenn J. Miller

PURPOSE: Town Zones; entire length of Avondale Road

PUBLIC HEARING AS SCHEDULED

PROPOSED ORDINANCE ENTITLED: "An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 24 of the Code of
Ordinances of the Town of Westerly entitled "Traffic".
(Advertised in the Westerly Sun on June 21, 1984)

PRESENT: Nunzio Cimalore, Police Chief

Anthony F. Chiaradio, Director of Public Works

The Town Manager and Police Chief Cimalore agree to the need and approve the adopting of this
amendment, which will allow tow zones in Avondale.

IN FAVOR: David Cabot, 44 Avondale Road

Robert A. Booth, 50 Avondale Road

Roger Hall, Boat Yard
Suggested that "speed bumps" be installed.

Councilor Salimeno is now present.

DISCUSSION

OBJECTORS: None

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Castagna and Salimeno

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: Hearing CLOSED; The following Ordinance is hereby

Firefox https://clerkshq.com/Content/Westerly-ri/council/1984/jun28_84tc.htm
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ADOPTED:

TOWN OF WESTERLY

CHAPTER 720

"AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 24 OF THE ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF
WESTERLY ENTITLED "TRAFFIC".

The Town of Westerly hereby ordains:

SECTION 1. Sec. 24-95(c) Tow Zones - Described of Article V, Stopping, Standing and Parking of
Chapter 24 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Westerly, is hereby amended as follows:

Sec. 24-95 Tow Zones - Described

(c) Watch Hill Area: Entire length of Avondale Road in the village of Avondale; entire length of Ocean
View Highway and Manatuck Avenue, including public right-of-way running to beach; Niantic
Avenue; including public right-of-way running to beach; Everett Avenue, including public right-of-
way running to beach; Ninigret Avenue; Westerly Road; Wauwinnet Avenue; Larkin Road; Bluff
Avenue, including public right-of-way to beach, sometimes referred to as Shinkle Drive; Meadow
Lane; Noank Avenue; Neowam Avenue; Pawcatuck Avenue; Misquamicut Road; Browning Road;
Massachauge Road; West Ridge Road; Aquidneck Avenue; Pautipaug Way and Plimpton Road.

SECTION 2. This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage, and all ordinances or parts of ordinances
inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.

* * *

RE: Recreation Board requests:

1) Use unencumbered funds to replace infield at Cimalore Field with new sod.

2) Use balance of rest room funds to replace dugout.

The Town Solicitor stated that it is a special appropriation; money must go back to the General Fund or
a new Ordinance must be adopted.

Councilor Castagna suggested that the request be denied and referred to Committee for proposed
ordinance.

DISCUSSION RE: Use of rest room funds to repair dugout. Not permissable.

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Castagna and Masucci

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the first request as aforesaid is hereby GRANTED and the
second request as aforesaid is hereby DENIED.

* * *

RE: Sidewalk Bid

Only one bid received; opened on July 1, 1984; from Sposato & Renzi Construction Company; price
of $127.00 per cubic yard.

DISCUSSION

Firefox https://clerkshq.com/Content/Westerly-ri/council/1984/jun28_84tc.htm
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Motion and Seconded by Councilors Salimeno and Castagna

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the bid is hereby AWARDED to Sposato & Renzi
Construction Company

* * *

RE: Transfers as requested by Director of Finance
(Referred to Finance Committee)

CARNIVAL APPLICATION

Lenny Malagrino RE: Twentieth Century Promotions to conduct Carnival July 5, 6, 7 & 8, 1984 at Santo
Algiere Recreation Area, Westerly-Bradford Road.

DISCUSSION

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Masucci and Salimeno

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That permission is hereby GRANTED to aforesaid SUBJECT TO
PRIOR APPROVAL OF PROPER AUTHORITIES; $250.00
Rental Fee, for use of facility; and FURTHER, Subject to being
liable for clean up.

RE: Community Block Grant:

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Community Block Grant is hereby ORDERED
ADVERTISED for Public Hearing on Monday, July 9, 1984 at 7:00
P.M.

7:45 P.M. VOTED: TO ADJOURN

ATTEST:
Mary T. Levcowich,
Council Clerk

Published by ClerkBase
©2022 by Clerkbase. No Claim to Original Government Works.

Firefox https://clerkshq.com/Content/Westerly-ri/council/1984/jun28_84tc.htm
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ADV:   May 30, 2011 
CHG:  TOWN COUNCIL #0101-101-50201 
 

TOWN OF WESTERLY 
 

CHAPTER 1750 
 
“AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 238 OF THE WESTERLY CODE OF 
ORDINANCES ENTITLED ‘VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC’” 
 
The Town of Westerly hereby ordains: 
 

GENERAL REFERENCES 
 
Parking in fire lanes – See Ch. 125 Vehicles for hire – See Ch. 242 
Parking lots – See Cha. 177, Art. I Noise – See Ch. 171, Art. I, § 171-5(L) 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Section 1.  Article I of the Vehicles and Traffic Ordinances of the Town of Westerly 
entitled ‘Definitions and General Regulations’ is hereby amended as follows: 

 
ARTICLE I 

Definitions and General Regulations 
 

§ 238-1.  Definitions.   
 
COMPACT PART OF TOWN – Downtown Center Zoning Districts 1 and 2 as defined in 
Section 260-12 of Article III, District Regulations and Maps, entitled Zoning Districts. 
 

*                    *                    *                    *                    * 
 
SIDEWALK – Any walkway adjacent to a public road or street that is either supported or 
unsupported by a curbing and is constructed of asphalt or concrete. 
 
§ 238-2.  Noise suppression; mufflers; violations and penalties. 
 
Each motor vehicle in the Town, including, but not limited to, automobiles, trucks, and 
motorcycles, operated by an internal combustion engine shall be provided with a muffler 
or other suitable exhaust system, designed to prevent excessive, unusual or 
unnecessary noise, which shall be maintained by the owner in good working order and in 
constant operation. No person shall use upon a motor vehicle a muffler lacking interior 
baffle plates or other effective muffling devices, a gutter muffler, a muffler cut out or a 
straight exhaust while such motor vehicle is being operated on a street or highway. No 
person shall use on the exhaust or tail pipe of a motor vehicle any extension or other 
device, which will cause excessive or unusual noise. All exhaust pipes carrying exhaust 
gases from the motor shall be constructed of leak-proof, metal tubing and shall be 
directed from the muffler toward the rear of the motor vehicle and approximately parallel 
to the surface of the roadway, or upward to a location above the cab or body of the 
vehicle. The fine for violation shall be $75 for the first offense and $150 for the second 
offense and any subsequent offense thereafter.  
 

*                    *                    *                    *                    * 
 
§ 238-5.  (Repealed.) 
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§ 238-6.  Bicycles and skateboards or similar device on sidewalks and private 
property prohibited.  
 
A. No person shall drive or propel any bicycle or other vehicle propelled in a similar 

manner on the sidewalks, any government owned property or privately owned 
commercial property without the express written permission of the property owner in 
the compact part of the Town (DC-1 and DC-2) as further defined in §260-12(A)(2) 
and §260-13(B)(2) of the Zoning Code of the Town of Westerly with the exception of 
any public street in accordance to Rhode Island General Laws. 

 
B. No person shall drive or propel any skateboard or other vehicle propelled in a similar 

manner on the streets, roadway, sidewalks, any government owned property or 
privately owned commercial property without the express written permission of the 
property owner in the compact part of the Town (DC-1 and DC-2) as further defined 
in §260-12(A)(2) and §260-13(B)(2) of the Zoning Code of the Town of Westerly. 

 
§ 238-7.  (Repealed.) 
 
§ 238-8.  (Repealed.) 
 
§ 238-9.  Playing on streets.  
 
No person shall play at ball, slide down a hill on a sled or other vehicle, or play at any 
other game or sport in any public street or highway in the Town, without permission of 
the Chief of Police.  
 
     Section 2.  Article II of the Vehicles and Traffic Ordinances of the Town of Westerly 
entitled ‘Speed Limits’ is hereby amended as follows: 
 

ARTICLE II 
 Speed Limits 

 
*                    *                    *                    *                    * 

 
§ 238-12.  Conditions requiring reduced speed.  
 
The driver of every vehicle shall, consistent with the requirements of § 238-10, drive at 
an appropriate reduced speed when approaching and crossing an intersection or 
railroad grade crossing, when approaching and going around a curve, when approaching 
a hillcrest, when traveling upon any narrow or winding roadway, and when special 
hazard exists with respect to pedestrians or other traffic or by reason of weather or 
highway conditions.   
 

*                    *                    *                    *                    * 
 
     Section 3.  Article III of the Vehicles and Traffic Ordinances of the Town of Westerly 
entitled ‘Enforcement’ is hereby amended as follows: 
 

ARTICLE III 
Enforcement 
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§ 238-16.  Payment without personal appearance; parking tickets.   
 
A. (Same.) 
B. The owner or operator of a vehicle who is issued a parking ticket indicating that said 

vehicle has been parked in violation of a provision of this Code relating to traffic 
shall, within the seven days specified, pay to the Municipal Court such fines as this 
Code establishes for such offenses, and the Municipal Court is hereby designated for 
the purpose of collecting such parking fines. In the event such offender neglects or 
refuses to dispose of such charge within the seven-day period, he or she shall be 
summoned before the Municipal Court for adjudication of such violation as the Court 
may decide to be meet and proper, and such offender shall be subject to the full 
penalties provided for violation of this Code.   
 

§ 238-17.  Method of payment.  
 
If the offending operator desires to dispose of the charge without personally appearing 
before the Municipal Court, he may execute the form indicated and return it to the 
Westerly Municipal Court not later than 30 days from the date of the summons either by 
mail or by delivering it to the Municipal Court or its designee, together with a certified 
check or money order in an amount indicated by the fine schedule on such form; 
provided, however, that, if the offending operator has already been guilty of one moving 
motor vehicle violation within the preceding six-month period within the Town of Westerly 
prior to the issuance of his summons, he shall appear at the Municipal Court as he shall 
not have the benefit of this method of payment. The burden of determining the eligibility 
to pay according to the provisions of this section shall be upon the operator. The 
Westerly Municipal Court is hereby authorized to receive payment of the fines in 
accordance with the provisions of § 15-7 of this Code.  
 
§ 238-18.  Violations and penalties.   
 
A. The penalties for violations of this article correspond to the fines described together 

with such other additional penalties as shall be prescribed or imposed by law as 
prescribed by RIGL.   

    
Mail certified check or money order only, together with the ticket form properly 
executed to:  

   
    Westerly Municipal Court  

Westerly Town Hall  
45 Broad Street   
Westerly, Rhode Island 02891 

B. (Repealed.) 
 

*                    *                    *                    *                    * 
 
§ 238-24.  (Repealed.) 
   
§ 238-25.  Attaching notice to vehicle or delivering to owner or operator.  
 
Except as otherwise provided herein, each such officer or police constable shall also 
attach to such vehicle, or deliver to the operator thereof, if present, notice to the owner 
or operator thereof that such vehicle has been operated or parked in violation of a 
provision of an ordinance relating to traffic and instructing such owner or operator to 
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appear in Municipal Court in respect to such violation on a day and hour stated in such 
notice to answer such charge before said Court.  
  
§ 238-26.  (Reserved)  
 
§ 238-27.  Contents of notice; failure to pay within time limit; trial and punishment.  
 
Every such notice shall indicate the offense charged and shall also contain such 
information as will enable the person charged to take advantage of the provisions for 
payment of the fine at the Municipal Court within seven days from notification thereof. In 
the event such offender refuses or neglects to dispose of the charges before seven 
days, he shall be brought before the Municipal Court for trial and for such disposition of 
the case as such court may decide to be meet and proper, and shall be subject to the full 
penalties provided for violation of the provisions of Articles II, III and IV of this chapter. 
 

*                    *                    *                    *                    * 
 
§ 238-29.  Deadline for payment of fine; fine for failure to pay.  
 
Any monetary penalty provided hereunder may be paid at the Municipal Court within 
seven days of the time notice was attached to subject vehicle. The failure of the owner 
or person in charge of such vehicle to pay any penalty hereunder shall subject such 
owner or person in charge of such vehicle to a fine not exceeding $200.   
 

*                    *                    *                    *                    * 
 
§ 238-32.  Proof of penalty payment required for release of vehicle.  
 
No authorized tow-away vehicle operator shall release any vehicle removed for violation 
hereunder unless receipt from the Municipal Court of payment of the penalty is shown by 
the owner or person in charge of any vehicle so removed.   
 

*                    *                    *                    *                    * 
 
     Section 4.  Article IV of the Vehicles and Traffic Ordinances of the Town of Westerly 
entitled ‘Parking Fine Payment by Mail’ is hereby amended as follows: 
 

ARTICLE IV 
Parking Fine Payment by Mail 

 
*                    *                    *                    *                    * 

 
§ 238-35.  Payment by mail authorized in lieu of appearance.  
 
Whenever a person shall be charged with a violation of a provision of any of the parking 
ordinances relating to nonmoving traffic in the Town, such person, instead of personally 
appearing in court, may pay any fine imposed for violation of such ordinances by mail.   
 

*                    *                    *                    *                    * 
 
§ 238-37.  To whom payment addressed.  
 
The payments of such fines as provided above shall be addressed to the Municipal 
Court.  
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§ 238-38.  Designation of collecting agency.  
 
The Town Council hereby designates the Municipal Court for the purpose of collecting 
such fines by mail or in person, when the offender of a parking violation decides to 
dispose of such charge without personal appearance in court, within seven days from 
the notification thereof.  
 
§ 238-39.  Cash, check or money order authorized.  
 
Whenever the mail is used for the payment of any parking fine, such fine may be paid by 
check or money order.  
 
§ 238-40.  Additional penalty for issuing bad check.  
 
An additional penalty, not to exceed $25 may be imposed for attempted payment with a 
check written against insufficient funds.  
 

*                    *                    *                    *                    * 
 
     Section 5.  Article V of the Vehicles and Traffic Ordinances of the Town of Westerly 
entitled ‘Traffic Control Signs, Signals, Markings and Devices’ is hereby amended as 
follows: 

 
ARTICLE V 

Traffic Control Signs, Signals, Markings and Devices  
 

*                    *                    *                    *                    * 
 
§ 238-50.  Obedience to stop signs.   
 
A. (Same.) 
 
B. Violations and penalties. Violations of this section shall be under the jurisdiction of 

the Westerly Municipal Court. Any person violating a provision of this section shall, 
upon conviction, be fined the sum as prescribed by RIGL. 

 
C. Stop intersections enumerated. 
 

(1) In accordance with this section, the erection and maintenance of an official 
“stop” sign (or signs) is authorized so as to face: 

 
 Street Stopped Direction of Travel At Intersection With 
 

*                    *                    *                    *                    * 
 

 Westerly Road West Wauwinnet Avenue 
 Westerly Road Northeast Wauwinnet Avenue 
 Wauwinnet Avenue East Westerly Road 
 

*               *               *               *               * 
 
     Section 6.  Article VI of the Vehicles and Traffic Ordinances of the Town of Westerly 
entitled ‘Operation of Vehicles’ is hereby amended as follows: 
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ARTICLE VI 

 Operation of Vehicles 
 

*                    *                    *                    *                    * 
 
§ 238-60.  Prevention of leakage of load; fastening of load or covering; projecting 
loads. 
   
A. (Same.) 
 
B. Fastening of load and covering. No person shall operate on any highway any vehicle 

with any load unless said load and any covering thereon is securely fastened so as 
to prevent said covering or load from becoming loose, detached, or in any manner a 
hazard to other users of the highway.   

 
(1) No motor truck trailer or semi trailer which is used for the purpose of hauling logs, 

pulpwood, lumber, or other materials which by their very nature may shift or roll 
so as to be likely to fall from such vehicle shall be operated or moved over any 
highway unless its load is securely fastened to the vehicle by chains, cables, or 
other approved devices as will effectively prevent the shifting or falling of such 
load or any part thereof from the vehicle. The ends of such chains, cables or 
other devices and any tire chains shall be tied securely, whether the vehicle is 
loaded or unloaded, so that loose ends shall not endanger pedestrians or other 
vehicles encountered on the highway.   

 
(2) (Same.) 
(3) (Same.) 
(4) (Same.) 

 
C. (Same.) 
 

*                    *                    *                    *                    * 
 
§ 238-62.  Times when lights required; illumination of rear registration plate; 
wiring of rear lights in connection with headlamps.   
 
A. (Same.) 
B. Illumination of rear registration plate; wiring of rear lights in connection with 

headlamps. Either a tail lamp or a separate lamp shall be so constructed and placed 
as to illuminate with a white light the rear registration plate and render it clearly 
legible from a distance of 60 feet to the rear. Any tail lamp or tail lamps, together with 
any separate lamp for illuminating the rear registration plate, shall be so wired as to 
be lighted whenever the headlamps or auxiliary driving lamps are lighted.   

 
*                    *                    *                    *                    * 

 
     Section 7.  Article VII of the Vehicles and Traffic Ordinances of the Town of Westerly 
entitled ‘Definitions and General Regulations’ is hereby amended as follows: 

 
 

ARTICLE VII 
Stopping, Standing and Parking 
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*                    *                    *                    *                    * 

   
§ 238-65.  Stopping, standing and parking restrictions.   
 
A. (Same.) 
B. (Same.) 
C. (Same.) 
D. The Chief of Police may upon request grant permission to park vehicles in 

designated tow or no parking zones for limited times with conditions as he/she 
determines. 

 
§ 238-66.  Parking prohibited or restricted in designated areas.  
 
It shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to park the same at any time where 
parking is prohibited, or during any time when parking is restricted, or for any one 
consecutive period of time longer than specified, on any of the following streets or parts 
thereof.   
 
A. No parking (to be designated by signage):  
 
Alba Inn Road, the entire length, both sides, approximately 468 feet from its intersecting 
point with High Street. [Added 1-12-2004 by Ch. No. 1474]    

 
*                    *                    *                    *                    * 

 
Beach Street, entire length, both sides. 

 
*                    *                    *                    *                    * 

 
Canal Street, beginning at intersection of Railroad Avenue to end, westerly side.    

Canal Street, east side opposite 44 Canal Street 143 feet in a northerly direction, 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. [Amended 4-25-2005 by Ch. No. 1532]   

 
*                    *                    *                    *                    * 

 
Cross Street, between the intersections of Elm Street and Main Street, both sides. 

Cross Street, south side, beginning at Granite Street and continuing in a westerly 
direction for 100 feet.    

 
*                    *                    *                    *                    * 

 
Dixon Street, north side, entire length.    

Dixon Street, south side, beginning at intersection of High Street, continuing west for a 
distance of twenty (20) feet. 

Dixon Street, south side, beginning at intersection of Railroad Avenue, continuing east 
for a distance of fifty (50) feet. 

 
*                    *                    *                    *                    * 
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High Street, north side, beginning at intersection of Canal Street, continuing east for a 
distance of fifty (50) feet. 

High Street, north side, beginning at intersection of Grove Avenue, continuing west for a 
distance of five-hundred (500) feet. 

High Street, south side, beginning at intersection of Grove Avenue, continuing west to 
NECO Pole #37. 

High Street, west side, between Grove Avenue and Dixon Street. 

High Street, east side, between Narragansett Avenue and Oak Street. 

High Street, both sides, entire length north of Oak Street. 

Highland Avenue, easterly side, between the northerly and southerly boundary lines of 
the Babcock Hall, between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday 
during the school year, excepting legal holidays and school vacations.    

 
*                    *                    *                    *                    * 

 
John Street, north and south sides, from its intersection with Elm Street and continuing 
in an easterly direction for 175 feet.    

 
*                    *                    *                    *                    * 

 
Main Street, between Union Street and Beach Street, easterly side.    

 
*                    *                    *                    *                    * 

 
Narragansett Avenue, southerly side, from Tower Street continuing in an easterly 
direction to a point 489 feet east of Tower Street.    

Narragansett Avenue, northerly side, from a point 272 feet east of Tower Street at 
NECO Pole #7 continuing easterly to a point 388 feet east of Tower Street to NECO 
Pole #6.    

 
*                    *                    *                    *                    * 

 
Tower Street, both sides, entire length.    

 
*                    *                    *                    *                    * 

 
Union Street, west side, beginning at NECO Pole #3 thence in a northerly direction for 
44 feet five inches. [Added 2-24-2003 by Ch. No. 1434]    

 
*                    *                    *                    *                    * 

 
Winnapaug Road, entire length, both sides.    

 
*                    *                    *                    *                    * 
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B. Pickup zones.   
 

*                    *                    *                    *                    * 
    

[1] Fifteen minutes:  
   
    Atlantic Avenue, south side, beginning at NECO Pole #131 and 

proceeding in a westerly direction for a distance of twenty-eight (28) feet.   

    Bay Street, west side, at a point at the north east corner of Plat 179, Lot 2 
(aka 9 Bay Street) and continuing in a southerly direction for a distance of 
thirty (30) feet. 

 High Street, east side, between driveways of United States Post Office. 

High Street, west side, beginning at a point one-hundred twenty-seven 
(127) feet south of the midline of Railroad Avenue and continuing south 
for a distance of forty-three (43) feet.   

Narragansett Avenue, north side, from Tower Street, continuing east to 
NECO Pole #7, when school is in session.    

Oak Street, between NECO Pole #15 and NECO Pole #17. 

Railroad Avenue, south side, beginning at the western property line of 53 
Railroad Avenue, continuing east to the eastern most property line of 53 
Railroad Avenue. 

Railroad Avenue, east side, beginning at the southern property line of 27 
Railroad Avenue, continuing north for a distance of twenty-five (25) feet. 

School Street, north side, at a point beginning at NECO pole #18 and 
continuing west for a distance of two-hundred (200) feet. 

Union Street, south side, at a point beginning at the crosswalk in front of 5 
Union Street and continuing west for a distance of fifty (50) feet. 

 
*                    *                    *                    *                    * 

 
E. Loading zone: Areas of restricted parking, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 

p.m., Monday through Friday, for the purpose of loading and unloading commercial 
and/or industrial freight. In addition to those truck zones/freight loading zones 
previously established:  

Broad Street, north side, beginning at the mid-point of the Broad Street Bridge, 
continuing east for a distance of thirty (30) feet. 

Canal Street, west side, between NECO pole #40 and NECO pole #41. 

Canal Street, east side, beginning at crosswalk in front of 15 Canal Street, continuing 
south for a distance of fifty (50) feet. 

High Street, west side, beginning at the northern most property line of 26 High 
Street, continuing south for a distance of fifty (50) feet. 

Union Street, west side, beginning at intersection with Broad Street, continuing south 
for a distance of sixty (60) feet.  
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§ 238-67.  Tow zones described.   
 
A. The following highways and public lands located in the Town are designated as 

lands on which the parking of motor vehicles of any description is prohibited, and as 
tow zones:   
 
(1) Misquamicut area: entire length of Atlantic Avenue including adjacent public 

land not specifically designated as a parking area by any public authority; the 
entire length of Bayberry Road, Benson Avenue, Boxwood Avenue, Breach 
Drive, Crandall Avenue, Dogwood Avenue, Elmwood Avenue, First Street, 
Fisherman's Avenue, Kimball Avenue, Lawton Avenue, Linwood Avenue, 
Maplewood Avenue, Montauk Avenue, Rabbit Run, Rip Tide Drive, St. Clair 
Way, Second Street and Uzzi Avenue; Winnapaug Road from Atlantic Avenue 
to Shore Road.   

(2) (Same.) 
(3) Watch Hill area: Aquidneck Avenue; entire length of Avondale Road; Bluff 

Avenue, including public right-of-way to beach, sometimes referred to as 
Shinkle Drive; Browning Road; Everett Avenue, including public right-of-way 
running to beach; Foster Cove Road; Glen Way; southerly side of Larkin Road; 
entire length of Manatuck Avenue, including public right-of-way running to 
beach, excluding designated parking area for motorized bicycles and motor 
scooters with a motor rated not more than four and nine-tenths (4.9) 
horsepower and not greater than fifty (50) cubic centimeters, which is capable 
of a maximum speed of not more than thirty (30) miles per hour; Massachaug 
Road; Neowam Avenue; Niantic Avenue, including public right-of-way running 
to beach; Ninigret Avenue; Noank Avenue; entire length of Ocean View 
Highway; Overlook Drive; Pawcatuck Avenue; Plimpton Road; Waters Edge 
Road; Wauwinnet Avenue; Westerly Road; and West Ridge Road. 

(4) Westerly area: Elm Street from Broad Street to end of the no parking zone, on 
the easterly and westerly sides; Pierce Street, easterly side, 30 feet, in a 
northerly direction from the intersection with Pleasant Street. 

(5) (Same.) 
(6) (Same.) 
 

B. This Section shall not apply to vehicles parked for religious services. 
 

*                    *                    *                    *                    * 
 
§ 238-73.  Overtime parking fines; late fee.    
 
A. Every person who commits a violation of the provisions of § 238-66, entitled "Parking 

prohibited or restricted in designated areas," shall be fined $15 to be paid to the 
Westerly Municipal Court Clerk no later than 30 days after receipt of a parking 
citation; provided, however, Bay Street or Larkin Road overtime parking shall be 
subject to a fine of $75 to be effective seasonally from the Saturday before Memorial 
Day until October 15 of each year. Any vehicle parked overtime on Bay Street or 
Larkin Road in excess of the time allowed shall be subject, additionally, to towing at 
the owner's expense and an additional $25 per hour for each hour beyond three 
hours.   

B. (Same.) 
 

*                    *                    *                    *                    * 
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§ 238-75.  Parking of trailers prohibited; tow zone.   
 
A. (Same.) 
   
B. Any vehicle with an attached trailer as herein described or an unattached trailer 

parked in the above-referenced areas shall be subject to towing at the operator's or 
owner's expense and the operator of said vehicles or the owners of said unattached 
trailers shall be subject to a fine of $75 per violation.  

 
     Section 8.  Article VIII of the Vehicles and Traffic Ordinances of the Town of Westerly 
entitled ‘Parking Meters on Streets’ is hereby repealed: 

 
ARTICLE VIII 

Parking Meters on Streets 
(Repealed.) 

 
     Section 9.  Article IX of the Vehicles and Traffic Ordinances of the Town of Westerly 
entitled ‘Parking Meters in Off-Street Parking Facilities’ is hereby repealed: 
 

ARTICLE IX 
Parking Meters in Off-Street Parking Facilities 

(Repealed.) 
 

ARTICLE X 
 Valet Parking 

(Same.) 
 
     Section 10.  This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage. 
 
A true copy of an Ordinance passed May 23, 2011. 
 
Per Order of the Town Council. 
 
 ATTEST: Donna L. Giordano, MMC 
  Council Clerk 
  May 30, 2011 
 
 
 

Pg.0143

Owner
Highlight

Oliver Allamby
Text Box
3/3/2026

Oliver Allamby
Received



ADV: May 16, 2011 
CHG: TOWN COUNCIL #0101-101-50201 

TOWN OF WESTERLY 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE 

Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing will be held in the Council Chambers, 
Town Hall, Westerly, Rhode Island, on Monday, May 23, 2011, at 7:00 o'clock p.m., or 
as close to that time as possible, in accordance with the Home Rule Charter of the Town 
of Westerly, to consider the following Proposed Ordinance entitled: "AN ORDINANCE 
IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 238 OF THE WESTERLY CODE OF ORDINANCES 
ENTITLED 'VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC'" 

This Ordinance amends Article I, Definitions and General Regulations, by adding the 
definitions of "Compact Part of Town" and "Sidewalks"; adds the prohibition of bicycles, 
skateboards and similar devices on sidewalks, government property, and private 
commercial property in the downtown area, and repeals Sections 238-5, 238-7 and 238-
8 regarding prohibitions on streets, sidewalks and crosswalks; amends Article III, 
Enforcement, by changing all references to 'Westerly Police Department" to "Municipal 
Court"; amends Article IV, Parking Fine Payment by Mail, by changing all references to 
'Westerly Police Department" to "Municipal Court" and increasing a penalty from $10 to 
$25; amends Article V, Traffic Control Signs, Signals, Markings and Devices, by erecting 
stop signs at intersection of Westerly Road and Wauwinnet Avenue; and amends Article 
VII, Stopping, Standing and Parking, by authorizing the Chief of Police to grant 
permission to park vehicles in tow or no parking zones; eliminates certain streets and 
highways from and adds certain streets and highways to the prohibited or restricted 
parking areas; eliminates five, ten and thirty minute pickup zones; eliminates certain 
streets and highways from and adds certain streets and highways to fifteen minute 
pickup zones; establishes times for loading zones and eliminates from and adds to said 
zones certain streets and highways; eliminates from and adds to tow zones certain 
streets and highways, excludes a designated parking area from said zones, and 
increases the fine for parking a trailer in said tow zones from $50 to $75. 

This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage. 

Per Order of the Town Council. 

ATTEST: Donna L. Giordano, MMC 
Council Clerk 
May 16, 2011 

All persons interested in the above are respectfully required to be present at the 
time and place to be heard thereon. 

INDIVIDUALS REQUESTING INTERPRETER SERVICES FOR THE HEARING 
IMPAIRED MUST CALL 348-2500 OR 596-2022 (VfTDD) 72 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF 
THE HEARING DATE. 
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ADV: May 16, 2011 
CHG: TOWN COUNCIL #0101-101-50201 

TOWN OF WESTERLY 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE 

Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing will be held in the Council Chambers, 
Town Hall, Westerly, Rhode Island, on Monday, May 23, 2011, at 7:00 o'clock p.m., or 
as close to that time as possible, in accordance with the Home Rule Charter of the Town 
of Westerly, to consider the following Proposed Ordinance entitled: "AN ORDINANCE 
IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 238 OF THE WESTERLY CODE OF ORDINANCES 
ENTITLED 'VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC'" 

The Town of Westerly hereby ordains: 

GENERAL REFERENCES 

Parking in fire lanes - See Ch. 125 
Parking lots - See Chao 177, Art. I 

Vehicles for hire - See Ch. 242 
Noise - See Ch. 171, Art, I, § 171-5(L) 

Section 1. Article I of the Vehicles and Traffic Ordinances of the Town of Westerly 
entitled 'Definitions and General Regulations' is hereby amended as follows: 

ARTICLE I 
Definitions and General Regulations 

§ 238-1. Definitions. 

COMPACT PART OF TOWN - Downtown Center Zoning Districts 1 and 2 as defined in 
Section 260-12 of Article III, District Regulations and Maps, entitled Zoning Districts. 

* * * * * 

SIDEWALK - Any walkway adjacent to a public road or street that is either supported or 
unsupported by a curbing and is constructed of asphalt or concrete. 

§ 238-2. Noise suppression; mufflers; violations and penalties. 

Each motor vehicle in the Town, including, but not limited to, automobiles, trucks, and 
motorcycles, operated by an internal combustion engine shall be provided with a muffler 
or other suitable exhaust system, designed to prevent excessive, unusual or 
unnecessary noise, which shall be maintained by the owner in good working order and in 
constant operation. No person shall use upon a motor vehicle a muffler lacking interior 
baffle plates or other effective muffling devices, a gutter muffler, a muffler cut out or a 
straight exhaust while such motor vehicle is being operated on a street or highway. No 
person shall use on the exhaust or tail pipe of a motor vehicle any extension or other 
device.!. which will cause excessive or unusual noise. All exhaust pipes carrying exhaust 
gases from the motor shall be constructed of leal<proof leak-proof, metal tubing and shall 
be directed from the muffler toward the rear of the motor vehicle and approximately 
parallel to the surface of the roadway, or upward to a location above the cab or body of 
the vehicle. The fine for violation shall be $75 for the first offense and $150 for the 
second offense and any subsequent offense thereafter. 
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§ 238-2.1. Noise from vehicle stereos; violations and penalties. (Same.) 

§ 238-3. Unnecessary use of signaling device. (Same.) 

§ 238-4. Attaching bicycles and toy vehicles to another vehicle. (Same.) 

§ 238 5. Use of bisysles and similar de'Jises on pYblis streets. 

~Jo person shall drive or propel any bioyole, trioyole, volooipedo or othor vehiole 
propelled in a similar manner on the publio streets or highways in the oompaot part of the 
Town at a rate of speed groater than eight milos an hour; nor shall any more than two 
suoh vohioles be driven or propelled abreast at ono time on any of tho publio streets or 
high'Nays in the oompaot part of the Town. 

§ 238-6. Bicycles and skateboards or similar device on sidewalks and private 
property prohibited. 

No person shall drive or propel any bioyole, trioyole, volooipedo or other vehiole 
propollod in a similar mannor on the sidewalks of any stroet or highvlay in tho oompaot 
part of the Town. 

A. No person shall drive or propel any bicycle or other vehicle propelled in a similar 
manner on the sidewalks. any government owned property or privately owned 
commercial property without the express written permission of the property owner in 
the compact part of the Town (DC-1 and DC-2) as further defined in §260-12(A)(2) 
and §260-13(8)(2) of the Zoning Code of the Town of Westerly with the exception of 
any public street in accordance to Rhode Island General Laws. 

B. No person shall drive or propel any skateboard or other vehicle propelled in a similar 
manner on the streets. roadway. sidewalks. any government owned property or 
privately owned commercial property without the express written permission of the 
property owner in the compact part of the Town (DC-1 and DC-2) as further defined 
in §260-12(A)(2) and §260-13(8)(2) of the Zoning Code of the Town of Westerly. 

§ 238 7. Riding OF driving on side~\·alk. 

~Jo person shall ride, drive or lead any animal, or movo any vehiolo upon any sidewalk, 
exoopt light oarriagos for the conveyance of ohildren, unless for tho purposo of 
neoessarily orossing the sarno or allow any animal belonging to him or under his care to 
stand on suoh sidewalk. 

§ 238 8. 810sking side'Nalks OF sFosswalks. 

~Jo person shall suffer or permit any horse or othor animal, sled or othor vehiole of any 
desoription, belonging to him or under his oare, to stand upon any sidowalk or orosswalk 
for any othor purpose than tho taking up or sotting down of passengers, or for any long or 
time than shall be neoessary for suoh purposo. 

§ 238-9. Playing on streets. 

No person shall play at ball, slide down a hill on a sled or other vehicle, or play at any 
other game or sport in any public street or highway in the oompaot part of the Town, 
without permission of the Town Counoil Chief of Police. 
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Section 2. Article II of the Vehicles and Traffic Ordinances of the Town of Westerly 
entitled 'Speed Limits' is hereby amended as follows: 

ARTICLE II 
Speed Limits 

§ 238-10. Reasonable and prudent speeds. (Same.) 

§ 238-11. Prima facie limits. (Same.) 

§ 238-12. Conditions requiring reduced speed. 

The driver of every vehicle shall, consistent with the requirements of § 238-10, drive at 
an appropriate reduced speed when approaching and crossing an intersection or 
railroad grade crossing, when approaching and going around a curve, when approaching 
a hillcrest, when travelling traveling upon any narrow or winding roadway, and when 
special hazard exists with respect to pedestrians or other traffic or by reason of weather 
or highway conditions. 

§ 238-13. Reduction by Town Council of speed limits at local intersections and 
streets within business or residence districts. (Same.) 

§ 238-14. Increase by Town Council of speed limits in business and residence 
districts. (Same.) 

§ 238-15. Reduction by Town Council of speed limits outside business or 
residence districts. (Same.) 

Section 3. Article III of the Vehicles and Traffic Ordinances of the Town of Westerly 
entitled 'Enforcement' is hereby amended as follows: 

ARTICLE III 
Enforcement 

§ 238-16. Payment without personal appearance; parking tickets. 

A. (Same.) 

B. Parking tiokets indioating The owner or operator of a vehicle who is issued a parking 
ticket indicating that said vehicle has been parked in violation of a provision of this 
Code relating to traffic and instruoting suoh ownor or oporator to roport to the offioos 
of tho 'JIlosterly Polioe in rospoot to suoh \!iolation shall, within the seven days 
specified, pay to the VVosterly Polioe Department Municipal Court such fines as this 
Code establishes for such offenses, and the Polioe Department Municipal Court is 
hereby designated for the purpose of collecting such parking fines. In the event such 
offender neglects or refuses to dispose of such charge within the seven-day period, 
he or she shall be summoned before the Municipal Court for adjudication of such 
violation as the Court may decide to be meet and proper, and such offender shall be 
subject to the full penalties provided for violation of this Code. 

§ 238-17. Method of payment. 
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If the offending operator desires to dispose of the charge without personally appearing 
before the Municipal Court, he may execute the form indicated and return it to the 
Westerly Municipal Court not later than 30 days from the date of the summons either by 
mail or by delivering it to the traffio violation seotion Municipal Court or its designee, 
together with a certified check or money order in an amount indicated by the fine 
schedule on such form; provided, however, that, if the offending operator has already 
been guilty of one moving motor vehicle violation within the preceding six-month period 
within the Town of Westerly prior to the issuance of his summons, he shall appear at the 
Municipal Court as he shall not have the benefit of this method of payment. The burden 
of determining the eligibility to pay according to the provisions of this section shall be 
upon the operator. The Westerly Municipal Court is hereby authorized to receive 
payment of the fines in accordance with the provisions of § 15-7 of this Code. 

§ 238-18. Violations and penalties. 

A. The penalties for violations of this article correspond to the fines described together 
with such other additional penalties as shall be prescribed or imposed by law as 
prescribed by RIGL; provided, however, that seoond and subsequent speeding 
offenses shall be heard and deoided by the Munioipal Court. 

(1) The following violations may be handled administratively through the method as 
prosoribed in this artiole: 

W One to five miles per hour in exoess of posted speed limit: fine of $20. 
fb1 Six to 10 miles per hour in exoess of posted speed limit: fine of $40. 
{G} Eleven to 15 miles per hour in exoess of posted speed limit: fine of $40. 
{et Sixteen to 25 miles per hour in exoess of posted 55 miles per hour speed 

limit: for a first offense, a fine of $10 per mile for eaoh mile in exoess of speed 
limit shall be assessed (fine of $160 to $250). 

{21 Mail certified check or money order only, together with the ticket form properly 
executed to: 

Westerly Municipal Court 
Westerly Town Hall 
45 Broad Street 
Westerly, Rhode Island 02891 

B. In addition to any other penalties provided in Subseotion f\. of this seotion, the 
Munioipal Court shall impose the following mandatory penalties for speeding: 

(1) For speeds up to an exoess of 15 miles per hour over the posted speed limit on a 
stroet or highway, a fine as provided for in Subseotion f\. of this seotion for the 
first offense, plus $10 per mile for eaoh mile in exoess of the speed limit for the 
seoond offense if within 12 months of the first offense and $15 per mile for eaoh 
mile in exoess of the speed limit for the third and subsequent offense if within 12 
months of the first offense. 

(2) For speeds in exoess of 15 miles per hour over the posted speed limit on a street 
or high"'o'ay, a mandatory fine of $10 for eaoh mile over the speed limit for the first 
offense, $15 per mile for eaoh mile in exoess of the speed limit for the seoond 
offense if within 12 months of the first offense, and $20 per mile for eaoh mile in 
exoess of the speed limit for the third and subsequent offense if within 12 months 
of the first offense. 
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§ 238-19. Failure to act. (Same.) 

§ 238-20. Forms. (Same.) 

§ 238-21. Duties and authority of police. (Same.) 

§ 238-22. Obedience to police by operators and pedestrians. (Same.) 

§ 238-23. Moving vehicle to avoid compliance prohibited. (Same.) 

§ 238 24. Polise reports of '!iolatioRs. 

It shall be the duty of the poliGe offiGers and poliGe Gonstables of the TOINn aGting in 
aGGordanGe with instruGtions issued by the Chief of PoliGe to report: 

Ar. When a vehiGle is operated or parl<ed iO violation of any of the provisions of this 
Ghapter or § 182 12; 

B.,. The state registration number of eaGh vehiGle, and the operator's name and liGense 
number if knovm; and 

G,. The offense Gharged by SUGh offiGer or poliGe Gonstable as a violation of any 
provision relating to traffiG. 

§ 238-25. Attaching notice to vehicle or delivering to owner or operator. 

Except as otherwise provided herein, each such officer or police constable shall also 
attach to such vehicle, or deliver to the operator thereof, if present, notice to the owner 
or operator thereof that such vehicle has been operated or parked in violation of a 
provision of an ordinance relating to traffic and instructing such owner or operator to 
report at the effiGe ef the Chief of PoliGO appear in Municipal Court in respect to such 
violation and further netifying SUGh person to appoar on a day and hour stated in such 
notice to answer such charge before tho District said Court of this judiGial distriGt of the 
state. 

§ 238-26. (Reserved) 

§ 238-27. Contents of notice; failure to pay within time limit; trial and punishment. 

Every such notice shall indicate the offense charged and shall also contain such 
information as will enable the person charged to take advantage of the provisions for 
payment of the fine at the poliGe station Municipal Court by disposition of the Gharge as 
aforesaid within seven days from notification thereof. In the event such offender refuses 
or neglects to dispose of the charges before seven days, he shall be brought before the 
DistriGt Court Municipal Court for trial and for such disposition of the case as such court 
may decide to be meet and proper, and shall be subject to the full penalties provided for 
violation of the provisions of Articles II, III and IV of this chapter. 

§ 238-28. Towing of illegally parked vehicles. (Same.) 
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§ 238-29. Deadline for payment of fine; fine for failure to pay. 

Any monetary penalty provided hereunder may be paid at the office of the Chief of 
PeIiGe Municipal Court within 24 heurs seven days of the time notice was attached to 
subject vehicle. The failure of the owner or person in charge of such vehicle to pay any 
penalty hereunder shall subject such owner or person in charge of such vehicle to a fine 
not exceeding $200. 

§ 238-30. Towing by authorized vehicle only; storage location record. (Same.) 

§ 238-31. Presumption of violation from registration. (Same.) 

§ 238-32. Proof of penalty payment required for release of vehicle. 

No authorized tow-away vehicle operator shall release any vehicle removed for violation 
hereunder unless receipt from the office of the Chief of Pelice Municipal Court of 
payment of the penalty is shown by the owner or person in charge of any vehicle so 
removed. 

§ 238-33. Violations and penalties. (Same.) 

Section 4. Article IV of the Vehicles and Traffic Ordinances of the Town of Westerly 
entitled 'Parking Fine Payment by Mail' is hereby amended as follows: 

ARTICLE IV 
Parking Fine Payment by Mail 

§ 238-34. System established. (Same.) 

§ 238-35. Payment by mail authorized in lieu of appearance. 

Whenever a person shall be charged with a violation of a provision of any of the parking 
ordinances relating to nonmoving traffic in the Town, such person, instead of personally 
appearing in a court or at the police station, may pay any fine imposed for violation of 
such ordinances by mail. 

§ 238-36. Fines for parking violations. (Same.) 

§ 238-37. To whom payment addressed. 

The payments of such fines as provided above shall be addressed to the Chief ef Police 
Municipal Court. 

§ 238-38. DeSignation of collecting agency. 

The Town Council hereby designates the Police Department Municipal Court for the 
purpose of collecting such fines by mail or in person, when the offender of a parking 
violation decides to dispose of such charge without personal appearance in court eF-tRe 
payment of the fine in person tG-tAe Chief of Police, within seven days from the 
notification thereof. 
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§ 238-39. Cash, Check or money order authorized. 

Whenever the mail is used for the payment of any parking fine, such fine may be paid ffi 
Gash or by check or money order. 

§ 238-40. Additional penalty for issuing bad check. 

An additional penalty, not to exceed $+G $25 may be imposed for attempted payment 
with a check written against insufficient funds. 

§ 238-41. Affixing notice to vehicle required. (Same.) 

§ 238-42. Information. (Same.) 

§ 238-43. Time limitation. (Same.) 

§ 238-44. Late fee. (Same.) 

Section 5. Article V of the Vehicles and Traffic Ordinances of the Town of Westerly 
entitled 'Traffic Control Signs, Signals, Markings and Devices' is hereby amended as 
follows: 

ARTICLE V 
Traffic Control Signs, Signals, Markings and Devices 

§ 238-45. Obedience to signs and devices required. (Same.) 

§ 238-46. Display of unauthorized signs and signals prohibited. (Same.) 

§ 238-47. Interference with signs and signals prohibited. (Same.) 

§ 238-48. Chief of Police authorized to designate crosswalks. (Same.) 

§ 238-49. Chief of Police authorized to mark street lanes. (Same.) 

§ 238-50. Obedience to stop signs. 

A. (Same.) 

B. Violations and penalties. Violations of this section shall be under the jurisdiction of 
the Westerly Municipal Court. Any person violating a provision of this section shall, 
upon conviction, be fined the sum of $35 plus Gourt Gosts as prescribed by RIGL. 

* * * * * 

C. Stop intersections enumerated. 

* * * * * 

(1) In accordance with this section, the erection and maintenance of an official 
"stop" sign (or signs) is authorized so as to face: 
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Street Stopped 

Westerly Road 
Westerly Road 
Wauwinnet Avenue 

* 

Direction of Travel 

* 

West 
Northwest Northeast 
East 

* * 

At Intersection With 

Wauwinnet Avenue 
Wauwinnet Avenue 
Westerly Road 

* 

Section 6. Article VI of the Vehicles and Traffic Ordinances of the Town of Westerly 
entitled 'Operation of Vehicles' is hereby amended as follows: 

ARTICLE VI 
Operation of Vehicles 

§ 238-51. Use of streets at night by minor. (Same.) 

§ 238-52. Driving on streets closed to traffic. (Same.) 

§ 238-53. Turning restrictions at certain streets. (Same.) 

§ 238-54. Driving on Park Avenue Bus Loop during school year. (Same.) 

§ 238-55. Operation of heavy commercial vehicles. (Same.) 

§ 238-56. Right-of-way in absence of signs or signals; crosswalks; crossing 
between intersections. (Same.) 

§ 238-57. Funeral processions. (Same.) 

§ 238-58. Following fire apparatus; crossing fire hose. (Same.) 

§ 238-59. Throwing debris on highway; snow removal. (Same.) 

§ 238-60. Prevention of leakage of load; fastening of load or covering; projecting 
loads. 

A. (Same.) 

B. Fastening of load and covering. No person shall operate on any highway any vehicle 
with any load unless said load and any covering thereon is securely fastened so as 
to prevent said covering or load from becoming loose, detached, or in any manner a 
hazard to other users of the highway. 

(1) No motor truck trailer or semitrailer semi trailer which is used for the purpose of 
hauling logs, pulpwood, lumber, or other materials which by their very nature may 
shift or roll so as to be likely to fall from such vehicle shall be operated or moved 
over any highway unless its load is securely fastened to the vehicle by chains, 
cables, or other approved devices as will effectively prevent the shifting or falling 
of such load or any part thereof from the vehicle. The ends of such chains, 
cables or other devices and any tire chains shall be tied securely, whether the 
vehicle is loaded or unloaded, so that loose ends shall not endanger pedestrians 
or other vehicles encountered on the highway. 

(2) (Same.) 
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(3) (Same.) 

(4) (Same.) 

C. (Same.) 

§ 238-61. Coasting prohibited. (Same.) 

§ 238-62. Times when lights required; illumination of rear registration plate; 
wiring of rear lights in connection with head lamps headlamps. 

A. (Same.) 

B. Illumination of rear registration plate; wiring of rear lights in connection with 
headlamps. Either a taillamp tail lamp or a separate lamp shall be so constructed 
and placed as to illuminate with a white light the rear registration plate and render it 
clearly legible from a distance of 60 feet to the rear. Any taillamp tail lamp or 
taillamps tail lamps, together with any separate lamp for illuminating the rear 
registration plate, shall be so wired as to be lighted whenever the headlamps or 
auxiliary driving lamps are lighted. 

§ 238-63. Overtaking and passing. (Same.) 

Section 7. Article VII of the Vehicles and Traffic Ordinances of the Town of Westerly 
entitled 'Definitions and General Regulations' is hereby amended as follows: 

ARTICLE VII 
Stopping, Standing and Parking 

§ 238-64. Parking vehicle for sale prohibited. (Same.) 

§ 238-65. Stopping, standing and parking restrictions. 
A. (Same.) 
B. (Same.) 
C. (Same.) 
D. The Chief of Police may upon request grant permission to park vehicles in 

designated tow or no parking zones for limited times with conditions as he/she 
determines. 

§ 238-66. Parking prohibited or restricted in designated areas. 

It shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to park the same at any time where 
parking is prohibited, or during any time when parking is restricted, or for anyone 
consecutive period of time longer than specified, on any of the following streets or parts 
thereof. 

A. No parking (to be designated by signage or yollO'.¥ curbing): 

Alba Inn Road, the entire length, both sides, approximately 468 feet from its intersecting 
point with High Street. [Added 1-12-2004 by Ch. No. 1474] 
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Atlantio Avenue, bet'Neen the easterly beundary ef the Vlig'Nam l=Ietel property and the 
easterly boundary line of the Atlantio Beaoh Casino, southerly side entiro length, both 
sides. 

Atlantio "Nenue, between the easterly side of Weekapaug Bridge and a point dOO feet 
west, southerly side. 

Atlantio Avenue, betvleen the easterly side of VVeekapaug Bridge and the Westerly 
boundary line of Atlantio Beaoh Casino property, northerly side. 

Bayberry ~oad, entire length, both sides, bePNeen the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 

Bay Street, between the intersecting point of Bay Street and Larkin Road and a point 50 
feet north from such intersecting point, easterly and westerly sides. 

Bay Street, west side, between the exit and entrance to the Watch Hill Fire District 
parking lot 45 feet. 

Beaoh Street, between Main Street and Sosoa Lane, both sides, between the hours of 
1 :00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. from the seoond Sunday in June to the seoond Sunday in 
September. 

Beach Street, entire length, both sides. 

Beaoh Street, between Elm Street and the southerly boundary line of the property of 
George C. Mooro Company, easterly side. 

Beacon Street, entire length, easterly side, except three areas delineated by timber 
cribbing and located at: 

(1) Between a point 130.2 feet south of the center line of John Street and a point 
177.5 feet south of the center line of John Street. 

(2) Between a point 211.5 feet south of the center line of John Street and a pOint 
234.7 feet south of the center line of John Street. 

(3) Between a point 273.3 feet south of the center line of John Street and a point 
290.5 feet south of the center line of John Street. 

Bellevue Avenue, between the intersections of Park Avenue and Ward Avenue, east 
side, from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, and prohibited at all times on 
the west side. Resident parking and high school visitor parking exceptions as follows: 

(1) Parking for residents of Bellevue Avenue shall be permitted along the east side of 
Bellevue Avenue from the intersection of Park Avenue and Ward Avenue by 
permit only. 

(2) Each household along Bellevue Avenue shall be issued five parking permits for 
their use and the use of visitors to their residences. 

(3) The permits shall be placed in the windshield of the vehicle when parked in front of 
the residence. Permits shall be available at the Police Department. 

(4) The Director of Public Works shall cause the designated area on Bellevue Avenue 
to be posted as a parking zone for "residents only - permit required" and high 
school visitors with permits from the Westerly High School. 

(5) Any vehicle parked on the east side of Bellevue Avenue without a parking permit as 
herein provided shall be towed at the owner's expense. 

Bellevue Avenue, from d5 Bellevue Avenue, south, to the intersection with Park Avenue, 
both sides. [Added 9 9 2002 by Ch. No. 1421] 
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Bensen Avenue, entire length, beth sides, bet'lJeen the heurs ef 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 

Bowling Lane, entire length, northerly side. 

Bowling Lane, southerly side, from Main Street and continuing in a westerly direction to 
a point 346 feet west of Main Street. 

Bowling Lane, southerly side, from a pOint 567 feet west of Main Street and continuing in 
a westerly direction to a point 1,444 feet west of Main Street. 

Bowling Lane, southerly side, from a pOint 1,597 feet west of Main Street and continuing 
in a westerly direction to a point 1,684 feet west of Main Street. 

Bowling Lane, southerly side, from a point 1,803 feet west of Main Street and continuing 
in a westerly direction to a point 2,447 feet west of Main Street. 

Bowling Lane, southerly side, from a pOint 2,568 feet west of Main Street and continuing 
in a westerly direction to a point 2,766 feet west of Main Street. 

Bowling Lane, southerly side, from a pOint 2,970 feet west of Main Street and continuing 
in a westerly direction to the western terminus of Bowling Lane. 

Box-wood Avenue, entire length, both sides, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 
p.m. on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 

Breaoh Dri\!e, entire length, both sides, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on 
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 

Broad Street between the Rhode Island and Conneoticut boundary line and Main Street, 
southerly side. 

Canal Street, between the northerly and southerly boundary lines of the United Theatre 
preperty, easterly side. 

Canal Street behveen the northerly boundary line of Vacoa Tire Shop property and 
entranoe to South County Publio Servioe Company gas plant, beginning at intersection 
of Railroad Avenue to end, westerly side. 

Canal Street, east side opposite Darlington Fabric (G. C. Moore Co.) main parking lot 44 
Canal Street 143 feet in a northerly direction, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 
p.m. [Amended 4-25-2005 by Ch. No. 1532] 

Chester Avenue, between School Street and Granite Street, westerly side. 

Chestnut Street, between Granite Street and School Street, westerly side. 

Crandall Avenue, entire length, both sides, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 
p.m. on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 

Crestview Drive: [Added 3-9-2009 by Ch. No. 1667] 

(1) The outer perimeter beginning at NG Pole 10 and continuing in a northerly 
direction to NG Pole 18. 

(2) The inner perimeter directly opposite NG Pole 10 and continuing in a northerly 
direction to NG Pole 18. 

Cross Street, along the north curb, east for 100 feet from the apex of the Elm Street 
corner. 

Cross Street, between the intersections of Elm Street and Main Street. both sides. 

Cross Street, south side, west side of the driveway for Cumberland Farms beginning at 
Granite Street and continuing in a westerly direction for 4() 100 feet. 
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Cross Street Extension, north side beginning at the east side of the driveway for 
Babcock Village and continuing in an easterly direction for 20 feet. 

Cross Street Extension, north side beginning at the west side of the driveway for 
Babcock Village and continuing in a westerly direction for 30 feet. 

Dayton Street, westerly side, entire length. 

Dixon Street, north side, beginning at High Street and continuing in a westerly direction 
for 15 feet entire length. 

Dixon Street, southerly side, from crosswalk 10 feet in an easterly direction and from 
easterly parking lot entrance 10 feet in a westerly direction. 

Dixon Street. south side, beginning at intersection of High Street, continuing west for a 
distance of twenty (20) feet. 

Dixon Street. south side, beginning at intersection of Railroad Avenue, continuing east 
for a distance of fifty (50) feet. 

Elmwood Avenue, entire length, both sides, bet-\\'een the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 
p.m. on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 

Elm Street, bet'l/een Broad Street and Beach Street, westerly side. 

Elm Street, betvJeen the intersections of School Street and Granite Street, both sides. 

Emerald Street, east side from its intersection with Wells Street in a northerly direction 
for a distance of 25 feet. 

Fairview Avenue, beginning at the intersection with Westminster Street, thence in a 
westerly direction, 150 feet, north side. 

First Street, entire length, both sides, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on 
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 

Fisherman's Avenue, entire length, both sides, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 
p.m. on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 

Franklin Street, entire length, both sides. 

Friendship Street, area in front of the Rushlow lacoi Funeral Home between driveways 
for 65 feet. 

Granite Street, entire length, both sides. 

High Street between Canal Street and Dixon Street, northerly side. 

High Street, between the northerly and southerly bounds of the Now Park Hotol property, 
easterly side. 

High Streot, east side, from the north corner of the driveway for Northeast Karate and 
continuing in a northerly direction for 15 feet. 

High Street, east side, from the north corner of its intersection with Narragansett Avenue 
and continuing in a northerly direction for 25 feet. 

High Street, east side, in front of Center for the Arts from the south side of the cross'Nalk 
in a southerly direction 15 feet. 

High Street, east side, from the north corner of Bess Eaton driveway northerly for 30 
feet, from the south corner of Bess Eaton driveway southerly for 15 foet. 

High Street, east side, from the south corner of tho driveway for Northeast Karate and 
continuing in a southerly direction for 24 feet. [Added 2 24 2003 by Ch. No. 1434] 
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· . 

High Street, south side, from Grove Avenue, westerly direction, 25 feet. 

High Street, southerly side, from a pOint beginning at NECO Pole #34 and proceeding in 
a westerly direction for a distance of 264+\- feet to an end at the crosswalk. 

High Stroet, wost side, from the north corner of its intorsection with Di*on Street and 
continuing in a northerly direction for 55 feet. 

High Street, where it intersects with Oak Street (southeast corner). 

High Street. north side, beginning at intersection of Canal Street. continuing east for a 
distance of fifty (50) feet. 

High Street. north side, beginning at intersection of Grove Avenue, continuing west for a 
distance of five-hundred (500) feet. 

High Street. south side, beginning at intersection of Grove Avenue, continuing west to 
NECD Pole #37. 

High Street. west side, between Grove Avenue and Dixon Street. 

High Street. east side, between Narragansett Avenue and Oak Street. 

High Street. both sides, entire length north of Oak Street. 

Highland Avenue, easterly side, between the northerly and southerly boundary lines of 
the Babcock Junior High School Hall, between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday during the school year, excepting legal holidays and school 
vacations. 

Highland Avenue, between the intersections of Park Avenue and Granite Street, west 
side, from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. Resident parking exceptions 
as follows: [Added 9-25-2006 by Ch. No. 1583] 

(1) Parking for residents of Highland Avenue shall be permitted along the west side of 
Highland Avenue from the intersections of Park Avenue and Granite Street by 
permit only. 

(2) Each household along Highland Avenue shall be issued five parking permits for 
their use and the use of visitors to their residences. 

(3) The permits shall be placed in the windshield of the vehicle when parked in front of 
the residence. Permits shall be available at the Police Department. 

(4) The Director of Public Works shall cause the designated area on Highland Avenue 
to be posted as a parking zone for "residents only - permit required." 

(5) Any vehicle parked on the west side of Highland Avenue without a parking permit 
as herein provided shall be towed at the owner's expense. 

James Street, beginning at a pOint 342 feet west of the intersection with Pauline Street, 
thence in a westerly direction a distance of 50 feet, both sides. 

Jay Street, entire length, easterly side. 

John Stroet, south side, from the west corner of the driveway for Darlington Fabrics and 
Gontinuing in a wosterly direGtion for 50 feet. 

John Streot, south side, from tho east corner of the driveway for Darlington Fabrics and 
Gontinuing in a easterly direction for 50 feet. 

John Street, north side, across from the driveway for Darlington Fabrics for a distance of 
165 feet. 
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John Street, north and south side§, from its intersection with Elm Street and continuing 
in an easterly direction for 2e 175 feet. 

Kimbell Avenue, entire length, both sides, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 

Larkin ~oad, between the intersecting point of Larkin ~oad and Bay Street and a point 
50 feet southeasterly from such intersecting point, southerly side. 

Lawton N.'enue, entire length, both sides, betvJeen the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 

Lewis Lane, entire length, northerly side. 

Linwood Avenue, entire length, both sides, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 
p.m. on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 

Main Street, between BroaG Union Street and Beach Street, easterly side, between the 
hours of 1 :00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. from the second Sunday in dune to the second Sunday 
in September. 

Main Street, entire length, westerly side. 

Maplewood Avenue, entire length, both sides, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 
p.m. on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 

Montauk Avenue, entire length, both sides, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 
p.m. on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 

Mountain Avenue, entire length, northerly side. 

Narragansett Avenue, southerly side, from Tower Street continuing in an easterly 
direction to a point 489 feet east of Tower Street, effective 'Nhen school is in session 
amy. 
Narragansett Avenue, northerly side, from a point 272 feet east of Tower Street at 
NECO Pole #7 continuing easterly to a point 388 feet east of Tower Street to NECO 
Pole #6, effective ,,,,hen school is in session only. 

Narragansett Avenue, south side, from Tower Street, easterly 30 feet. 

Newton Avenue, entire length, westerly side. 

Oak Street, north side from a point beginning at the extended east curbline of Marion 
Street and proceeding in an easterly direction for a distance of 25 feet. 

Oak Street, north side from a point beginning at the west edge of the driveway for 86 
Oak Street and proceeding in a westerly direction for a distance of 10 feet. 

Oak Street, the north side, from a point perpendicular to the extended east curbline of 
Tower Street to a point 150 feet east, i.e., the frontage of the properties located at 88 
and 90 Oak Street. 

Oak Street, south side, from its intersection with High Street and continuing in an 
easterly direction for 50 feet. 

Oak Street, south side, from the east corner of its intersection with Haswell Street and 
continuing in an easterly direction for 20 feet. 

Oak Street, south side, from the west corner of its intersection with Haswell Street and 
continuing in a westerly direction for 15 feet. 

Oak Street, south side, from Spruce Street easterly for 20 feet. 

Oak Street, south side, from Spruce Street westerly for 20 feet. 
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Oak Street, southerly side, from a point beginning at NECO Pole 1670 and proceeding in 
a westerly direction for a distance of 24 feet to its termination point. 

Park Avenue, north side, from the northeast corner of its intersection with Ward Avenue 
to the northwest corner of its intersection with Top Street. [Added 9-9-2002 by Ch. No. 
1421] 

Park Avenue, south side, from the southeast corner of its intersection with Bellevue 
Avenue to Top Street. [Added 9-9-2002 by Ch. No. 1421] 

Park Avenue, south side from Ward Avenue easterly for 20 feet. 

Pearl Street, east side, entire length. 

Pearl Street, west side, from Service Street to a point 225 feet north of Service Street. 

Pierce Street, between Pleasant Street and High Street, westerly and northerly sides. 

Pierce Stroet, easterly side, beginning at the intersection with Pleasant Street, thence in 
a northerly direction, 30 feet. 

Pleasant Street, between Pierce Street and Canal Street, both sides. 

Pleasant Street, northerly side, from High Street to a point 157 feet west of the extended 
west curbline of West Street. 

Pleasant Street, northerly side, beginning at the extended east curbline of Marriott 
Avenue and continuing in a westerly direction for a distance of 395 feet. 

Pleasant Street, southerly side, beginning at High Street and continuing in a westerly 
direction for a distance of 303 feet. 

Pleasant Street, southerly side, beginning at the east curbline of West Street and 
continuing in an easterly direction for a distance of 111 feet. 

Pleasant Street, southerly side, between West Street and Canal Street. 

Pond Street, east side, from corner of Pierce Street northerly for 40 feet. 

Pond Street, westerly side, entire length. 

Plimpton Road, between Bay Street and the easterly boundary line of the property of 
John G. Kababian, southerly side both sides. entire length. 

Quarry Road, entire length, both sides. 

Rabbit Run. entire length. both sides. 

Railroad Avenue, south side, area in front of the Elk's Club from west driveway easterly 
direction for 100 feet. 

Railroad Avenue, south side, area in front of Jenny's Grafts between two driveways for 
15 feet. 

Rip Tide Drive, entire length, both sides, betvleen the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 

Rocket Street, beginning at a point at the intersection of Granite Street and Rocket 
Street in a southerly direction 90 feet, both sides (along a stone wall at 51 Granite 
Street). [Added 7-12-2004 by Ch. No. 1497] 

St. Glares Way, entire length, both sides, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 

School Street, south side, from Chester Avenue, west to Main Street, entire length. 
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School Street, north side, from the westernmost curb cut for the bus alley exiting St. Pius 
School, west to Main Street, entire length. 

Second Street, entire length, both sides, bet'Neen the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 

Seventh Day Meeting ~ouse Bridge highway, between the state highway ~oute 1 A and 
the old Potter ~ill ~oad, between the hours of sunset and sunrise, northerly and 
southerly sides. 

Sherwood Drive, beginning at Post Road thence in a southerly direction 300 feet, west 
side. 

Schilke Drive, entire length, both sides. [Added 2-24-2003 by Ch. No. 1434] 

Spring Street, westerly side, between School Street and Cross Street. 

Spruce Street, east side, area in front of the Gaffney-Dolan Funeral Home between 
driveways for 50 feet. 

State Street, north side, from the west corner of the driveway for the State Street School 
and continuing in a westerly direction for 15 feet. 

State Street, north side, from its intersection with Westminster Street and continuing in 
an easterly direction for 25 feet. 

Tow zones described in § 238-67. 

Tower Street, east and 'Nest side, from Oak Street southerly for 50 feet both sides, entire 
length. 

Turano Avenue, easterly side, entire length. 

Union Street between Main Street and Broad Street, both sides, bet'Neen the hours of 
1 :00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. from the second Sunday in June to the second Sunday in 
September. 

Union Street, west side, beginning at the entrance to the Westerly Savings Bank NECD 
Pole #3 thence in a northerly direction for 44 feet five inches. [Added 2-24-2003 by Ch. 
No. 1434] 

Uzzi "Nenue, entire length, both sides, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on 
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays, 

Ward Avenue, east side, from Bellevue Avenue northerly for 25 feet and hydrant. 

Ward Avenue, east side, handicap access walkway 15 feet at Westerly High School by 
auditorium sidewalk. 

Westminster Street, east side, from State Street northerly 25 feet. 

Westminster Street, east side, from Wells Street 20 feet. 

Winnapaug Road, entire length, both sides, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 
p.m. on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 

Woody Hill Road, both sides, beginning at the intersection with Old Post Road (Route 1) 
thence proceeding in a northerly direction for 300 feet. 

B. Pickup zones. 

(1) Pickup zones are areas of restricted parking for the purpose of providing for the 
continual turnover of parking spaces in an area where a large number of 
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motorists require parking for a short period of time, generally between five and 15 
minutes. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to park the same in excess 
of the specified time limit during the hours of operation of the business(es) for 
which the pickup zone has been designated. 

(b) Requests for pickup zones shall be made, in writing, to the office of the Chief 
of Police. The Chief of Police will investigate such requests and report his/her 
findings to the Town Council. 

(c) The need for existing pickup zones will be reviewed by the Chief of Police at 
least once per year. Whenever it is determined that an existing pickup zone is 
no longer required or serving its intended purpose, the Chief of Police will 
request that the Town Council eliminate such pickup zones by amending this 
section. 

[1] Five minutes: 

High Street [Repealed 10 24 2005 by Ch. No. 1558] 
High Street, beginning at a point 41 feet east of t'JECO Pole #d7 and 
proceeding in an easterly direction along High Street for a distance of 
78 I \ feet to an end at the cross'-'Jalk. 

[2J Ten minutes (provided parl<:ing is permitted): 

Bay Street, at a point at the northeast corner of Plat 179, Lot 2 (aka 9 Bay 
Street) and continuing in a southerly direction for a distance of dO feet. 
This picl<:up zone shall be clearly marked with proper signage and er 
paiffi,. 

High Street, between the northerly and southerly boundary lines of the 
United States post office, easterly side. 

ill {a}--Fifteen minutes: 

Atlantic Avenue, south side, beginning at NECO Pole #131 and 
proceeding in a westerly direction along Atlantic Avenue for 28.5 feet to 
an end for a distance of twenty-eight (28) feet. 

Bay Street. west side. at a point at the north east corner of Plat 179, Lot 2 
(aka 9 Bay Street) and continuing in a southerly direction for a distance of 
thirty (30) feet. 

High Street, beginning at NECO #44 and proceeding in a southerly 
direction along High Street for 26.5 feet to an end. 

High Street. east side. between driveways of United States Post Office. 

High Street, west side. beginning at a point one-hundred twenty-seven 
(127) feet south of the midline of Railroad Avenue at the High Street 
intersection and proceeding in a southerly direction along High Street for 
4d feet to an end and continuing south for a distance of forty-three (43) 
feet. 
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Narragansett Avenue, northorly north side, from Tower Street~ to a point 
272 foet oast of Towor Stroet continuing east to NECD Pole #7, offooti1/o 
when school is in session aRty. 

Oak Stroot, beginning at a point 257 foot wost of ~JECO Polo #18 and 
proooeding in a westerly dirootion along Oak Street for 60 feet to an end. 

Oal< Street, beginning at a point at ~JECO Pole #19 and prooeeding in an 
easterly direotion on Oak Street for 44 feot to an end. 

Oak Street, beginning at a peint 76 feet west of NECO Pole #20 and 
prooeeding in a westerly dirootion along Oak Street for a distanoe of 40 
feet to an end. 

Oak Street, beginning at a point 25 feet of the east extended ourbline of 
Marion Street and prooeeding in an easterly direotion along Oak Street for 
49 feet to an end. 

Oak Street, between NECD Pole #15 and NECD Pole #17. 

Piorco Stroot, beginning at a point 164 foot wost of tho midline of Pierce 
Streot in an oasterly direotion along Pierce Street for a6 feot to an end. 

~ailroad Avonuo, boginning at a point 97.5 foot northoast ef NECO Polo 
#16 and proooeding northeastorly along Railroad Avenuo for a7 feet to an 
eA€h 

~ailroad Avonue, beginning at a point 246 feet northeast of the midline of 
Wost Stroet at the ~ailroad Nlenue intorseotion and prooeeding in a 
northeastorly direction along Railroad Avonue for 46 foot to an ond. 

Railroad Avenue, south side, beginning at the western property line of 53 
Railroad Avenue, continuing east to the eastern most property line of 53 
Railroad Avenue. 

Railroad Avenue, east side, beginning at the southern property line of 27 
Railroad Avenue, continuing north for a distance of twenty-five (25) feet. 

Sohool Stroet, north side in the area in front of St. Pius Sohool, 200 feot 
botwoen NECO Poles 18 and 20. 

School Street, north side, at a point beginning at NECD pole #18 and 
continuing west for a distance of two-hundred (200) feet. 

Union Street, south side, at a point beginning at the crosswalk in front of 5 
Union Street and continuing west for a distance of fifty (50) feet. 

VVesterly Road, southorly side, 79 feet from the middle of the interseotion 
of Wosterly Road and Bluff Avenue, to a point 257 foot from tho middle of 
the intorseotion of \'\'ostorly Road and Bluff Avenuo. 

[4] Thirty minutos: 

Pleasant Street [~epoaled 10 24 2005 by Ch, ~Jo. 1558] 

C. Provided that parking is permitted: 

(1) Two hours: High Street, Broad Street, Main Street, Union Street, Railroad 
Avenue south side only and north side from its intersection with Canal Street to 
the easterly entrance to the train station (the rest of the north side unlimited), 
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Canal Street, Bay Street in Watch Hill, where designated by the Director of Public 
Safety. 

(2) Three hours: Larkin Road in Watch Hill (northerly side, resident permit required), 
where designated by the Director of Public Safety. 

D. Three hours for Westerly residents only: [Amended 4-26-2004 by Ch. No. 1484] 

(1) Location. Larkin Road, northerly side, from a point 50 feet easterly of Larkin 
Road and Bay Street to a point 30 feet westerly of the intersection of Larkin Road 
and Lighthouse Road. 

(2) Any resident of the Town, upon presenting satisfactory proof thereof, may obtain 
a parking permit, valid from the Saturday before Memorial Day to October 15

th 

during the calendar year in which it is issued, which shall be available in the 
Town Clerk's office. The Director of Public Works shall cause the designated 
areas to be posted as "three-hour parking zones - resident permit required." Any 
vehicle parked on such areas without a parking permit as herein provided shall 
be towed at the owner's expense and shall be fined $75. 

(3) For the purposes of this section, a resident shall mean a person who claims 
Westerly as their permanent residence or a non-resident taxpayer whose 
primary residence is in another state, but who owns residential real property in 
the town of Westerly and is listed on the current town tax roll. 

(4) For the purposes of determining residency, satisfactory proof thereof may 
include: 

a. Valid vehicle registration with a Westerly address; 
b. Valid driver's license with a Westerly address; 
c. Westerly real estate taxpayer verification; 
d. Current voter registration; 
e. Military identification along with copy of lease or rent receipt. 

(5) Exemption. This section shall not apply to those residents or non-resident 
taxpayers who have purchased a Westerly Town Beach season parking 
permit. Said beach permit shall operate as a permit for resident parking on 
Larkin Road and no other resident parking permit shall be required. 

E. Loading zone: Areas of restricted parking. between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m .. Monday through Friday. for the purpose of loading and unloading commercial 
and/or industrial freight. In addition to those truck zones/freight loading zones 
previously established: 

Broad Street, northerly side, beginning 28.9 feet from the Rhode Island/Conneotiout 
boundary, easterly a distanoe of ao feet, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 
p.m., Monday through Friday. 

Broad Street, north side. beginning at the mid-point of the Broad Street Bridge. 
continuing east for a distance of thirty (30) feet. 

Canal Stroet, beginning at a point measured from NeCo Pole #40 in a southerly 
direotion, along the western side, ending at f>JeCo Pole #41. This loading zone shall 
be olearly marl<ed with proper signage and or paint. 
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Canal Street, west side, between NECO pole #40 and NECO pole #41. 

Canal Street, east side, beginning at crosswalk in front of 15 Canal Street. continuing 
south for a distance of fifty (50) feet. 

High Street, west side, beginning at the northern most property line of 26 High 
Street. continuing south for a distance of fifty (50) feet. 

Union Street, west side, beginning at the drive'Nay to the Weloh Building thenoe 76 
feet 10 inohes in a northerly direotion to the orosswalk at the intersection with Broad 
Street, continuing south for a distance of sixty (60) feet. This shall be in eHeot 
Monday through Friday from the hours of 10:00 a.m. until 4 :00 p.m. 

F,. Interseotions. No person shall stop, stand or park a '.!ehiole, exoept when neoessary 
to avoid oonfliot "'lith other traffio, er in oomplianoe 'Nith law, or the direotions of a 
polioe offioer or traffio oontrol devioe, within 15 feet of a oorner at an interseotion. 

§ 238-67. Tow zones described. 

A. The following highways and public lands located in the Town are designated as 
lands on which the parking of motor vehicles of any description is prohibited, and as 
tow zones: 

(1) Misquamicut area: entire length of Atlantic Avenue including adjacent public 
land not specifically designated as a parking area by any public authority; the 
entire length of Bayberry Road, Benson Avenue, Boxwood Avenue, Breach 
Drive, Crandall Avenue, Dogwood Avenue, Elmwood Avenue, First Street, 
Fisherman's Avenue, Kimball Avenue, Lawton Avenue, Linwood Avenue, 
Maplewood Avenue, Montauk Avenue, Rabbit Run, Rip Tide Drive, St. Clair 
Way, Second Street and Uzzi Avenue; Winnapaug Road from Atlantic Avenue 
to Shore Road. 

(2) Weekapaug area: Fenway Road between Knowles Avenue and Wawaloam 
Drive; entire length of Knowles Avenue; entire length of Weekapaug Road 
and Wawaloam Drive and Sand Trail except deSignated scenic overlook; 
Winona Avenue from Passpataug Avenue to Fenway Road. 

(3) Watch Hill area: Aquidneck Avenue; entire length of Avondale Road ffi-...tAe 
Village of hiondale; Bluff Avenue, including public right-of-way to beach, 
sometimes referred to as Shinkle Drive; Browning Road; Everett Avenue, 
including public right-of-way running to beach; Foster Cove Road; Glen Way; 
southerly side of Larkin Road; entire length of Manatuck Avenue, including 
public right-of-way running to beach, excluding designated parking area for 
motorized bicycles and motor scooters with a motor rated not more than four 
and nine-tenths (4.9) horsepower and not greater than fifty (50) cubic 
centimeters, which is capable of a maximum speed of not more than thirty (30) 
miles per hour; Massachaug Road; Neowam Avenue; Niantic Avenue, 
including public right-of-way running to beach; Ninigret Avenue; Noank 
Avenue; entire length of Ocean View Highway; Overlook Drive; Pawcatuck 
Avenue; Plimpton Road; Waters Edge Road; Wauwinnet Avenue; Westerly 
Road exoept area designated for fifteen minute parking; and West Ridge 
Road. 

(4) Westerly area: Bellevue Avenue, from Park /\venue to \Alard hJenue, both 
sides; Dixon Street, southerly side from orosswalk easterly 10 feet and from 
east parl~ing lot entranoe westerly 10 feet; Elm Street from Board Street to 
end of the no parking zone, on the e~sterly and westerly sides; Granite 
Street, from Grove Avenue to Broad Street, easterly and 'Nesterly sides; 
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(5) 
(6) 

Gro'.!o ,r'Nenue, from High Stroet to Granito Stroet on tho wostorly side; High 
Street, from Grove Avenue te Canal Street, on the northerly side, the entire 
length not specifically designated as a parking meter zone; Pierce Street, 
easterly side, 30 feet, in a northerly direction from the intersection with 
Pleasant Street. 
Bradford area: Quarry Road, entire length, both sides. 
Shelter Harbor area: Wagner Road, from the intersection with Rossini Road 
south to a point 100 feet north of the Shelter Harbor Fire District dock, both 
sides. 

B,. It shall be unla'.vful for the operator of any vehicle to park or stand on any of the 
following streets during the period of Monday through Friday from the first day of May 
through the a1st of July from a:oo p.m. through 5:ao p.m.: 

f+1 Broad Street, the northerly side from High and Broad Streets to the state line at 
Pa',l/oatuck River Bridge and the southerly side from Union and Broad Streets to 
Broad and Main Streets. 

~ Main Street, the easterly side from Main and Broad Streets southerly to Main and 
Union Streets. 

B. This Section shall not apply to vehicles parked for religious services. 

§ 238-68. Posting notice. (Same.) 

§ 238-69. Towing of certain vehicles authorized. (Same.) 

§ 238-70. Towing by authorized vehicle only; storage location record. (Same.) 

§ 238-71. Presumption of violation from registration. (Same.) 

§ 238-72. Proof of penalty payment required for release of vehicle. (Same.) 

§ 238-73. Overtime parking fines; late fee. 

A. Every person who commits a violation of the provisions of § 238-66, entitled "Parking 
prohibited or restricted in deSignated areas," shall be fined $15 to be paid to the 
Westerly MuniCipal Court Clerk no later than 30 days after receipt of a parking 
citation; provided, however, Bay Street or Larkin Road overtime parking shall be 
subject to a fine of $75 to be effective seasonally from the Saturday before Memorial 
Day until October 15 of each year. Any vehicle parked overtime on Bay Street or 
Larkin Road in excess of three consecutive hours the time allowed shall be subject, 
additionally, to towing at the owner's expense and an additional $25 per hour for 
each hour beyond three hours. 

B. (Same.) 

§ 238-74. Parking during snowstorm emergency. (Same.) 

§ 238-75. Parking of trailers prohibited; tow zone. 

A. (Same.) 
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B. Any vehicle with an attached trailer as herein described or an unattached trailer 
parked in the above-referenced areas shall be subject to towing at the operator's or 
owner's expense and the operator of said vehicles or the owners of said unattached 
trailers shall be subject to a fine of $a<} $75 per violation. 

Section 8. Article VIII of the Vehicles and Traffic Ordinances of the Town of Westerly 
entitled 'Parking Meters on Streets' is hereby repealed: 

ARTICLE VIII 
Parking Meters on Streets 

§ 238 76. Establishing zones; meters to be plaGed. 

The Direster of Publis Safety is authorized to establish, as traffis sonditions require, 
zones to be I<no'...,n as parking meter zones upon sush streets in the Town as are 
selested and designated by the Town Counsil for the losation of sush zones, and in sush 
parking meter zones, the Direstor of Publis Safety shall sause parking meters to be 
installed and shall sause parking meter spases to be designated as heroin provided, and 
shall fix the time limitations for legal parking in sush zones. 

§ 238 77. Regulation, Gontrol, oporation and use of meters. 

The Dirostor of Publis Safety is dirested to pro'Jide for the regulation, sontrol, operation 
and use of the parking meters provided for in this artisle and to maintain sush meters in 
a good 1JJ0rkabie sondition. 

§ 238 78. lOGation of meters on Gurb; signal and legend. 

Parking meters installed in the parking meter zones established as provided heroin shall 
be pia sed upon the surb immediately adjasent to the individual parking plases 
hereinafter dessribed. Eash parking meter shall be plased or set in sush manner as to 
show or display by a signal that the parking spase adjasent to sush meter is or is not 
legally in use. Eash parking meter installed shall indisate by a proper legend the legal 
parking time established by the Town, and '...,hen operated shall indisate on and by its 
dial and pointer the duration of the period of legal parking, and on the expiration of sush 
period, shall indisate illegal or overparking. 

§ 238 79. Designation of spaGes by lines and markings; parking ' .... ithin lines 
required. 

The Direstor of Publis Safety is instrusted to have lines or markings painted or plased 
upon the surb or upon the street adjasent to eash parking meter for the purpose of 
designating the parking spase for ,...,hish sush meter is to be used, and eash vehisle 
parked adjasent or next to any parking meter shall park within the lines or markings so 
established. It shall be unlawful and a violation of this artisle to park any vehisle aoross 
any suoh line or marking or to park a vehisle in suoh position that the same shall not be 
entirely within the area so designated by suoh lines or markings. 

§ 238 8Q. VehiGle position in relation to meter. 

When a parking spase in any parking meter zone is parallel'...,ith the adjaoent surb or 
side'...,alk, any vehiole parked in sush parking spase shall be parked so that the foremost 
part ?f sush \lehide ~ha." be nearest to the parking metor; when a parking spase in any 
parking meter zone IS diagonal to the surb or sidewalk, any vehisle parked in suoh 
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parl<ing spaoe shall be parked with the foremost part of suoh vehiole nearest to suoh 
meter. 

§ 238 81. Dep9sit 9f G9ins; 'li9lati9n indiGati9n. 

VlJhen any vehiole shall be parked in any spaoe adjaoent to 'IIhioh a parking meter is 
looated in aooordanoe with the previsions of this artiole, the operator of the vehiole shall, 
upon entering the parking spaoe, immediately deposit or Gause to be deposited a ooin of 
the United States in suoh parking meter as follows: for every 60 minutes desired in suoh 
parking spaoe, a five Gent ooin of the United States; for all day parking desired in the 
parking spaoe, a tv/enty five Gent coin of the United States; and failure to deposit the 
five Gent coin and twenty five Gent coin as aforementioned shall oonstitute a breaoh of 
this artiole and shall subjeot suoh person to the penalty presoribed in § 2:38 89. Upon the 
deposit of suoh five Gent or twenty five Gent ooin and plaoing the meter in operation, the 
parking spaoe may be la\vfully oooupied by suoh vehiole during the period of parking 
time 'I/hioh has been presoribed for the part of the street in whioh the parking spaoe is 
looated. If the vehiole shall remain parked in any parking spaoe beyond the parking time 
limit fixed for suoh parking spaoe, the parking meter shall by its dial and pointer indioate 
suoh illegal parking, and in that event, suoh vehiole shall be oonsidered as parked 
overtime and beyond the period of legal parl<ing time; and the parking of a vehiole 
overtime or beyond the period of legal parking time in any suoh part of the street where 
any suoh meter is looated shall be a violation of this artiole and punished as herein set 
E*A:-

§ 238 82. O'/ertime parking. 

It shall be unlawful and a violation of the provisions of this artiole for any person to 
oause, allow, permit or suffer any vehiole registered in the name of, or operated by, suoh 
person to be parked overtime or beyond the period of legal parking time established by 
any parl<ing meter zone as established in this artiole. 

§ 238 83. Extending time bey9nd limit. 

It shall be unlawful and a violation of the provisions of this artiole for any person to 
deposit or Gause to be deposited in a parking meter a five Gent ooin or one Gent ooin for 
the purpose of inoreasing or extending the parking time of any '/ehiole beyond the legal 
parking time whioh has been established for the parking spaoe adjaoent to '.vhioh the 
parking meter is plaoed. 

§ 238 84. 'IehiGle remaining after '/i91ati9n indiGated. 

It shall be unla\vful and a violation of the provisions of this artiole for any person to permit 
a vehiole to remain or be plaoed in any parking spaoe adjaoent to any parking meter 
while suoh meter is displaying a signal indioating that the vehiole oooupying suoh parking 
spaoe has already been parked beyond the period of time presoribed for suoh parking 
spaoe. 

§ 238 85. Use 9f slugs pr9hibited. 

It shall be unlawful and a violation of the provisions of this artiole to deposit or Gause to 
be deposited in any parking meter any slug, devioe or metallio substitute for any ooin of 
the United States. 
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§ 238 8&. Damaging er tampering • .... ith meters prehibited. 

It shall be l::Inlaw.fl::ll and a violation of the provisions of this article for any person to 
deface, injl::lre, tamper ' .... ith, open or willfl::llly break, destroy or impair the l::Isefl::llness of 
any parking meter installed l::Inder the provisions of this article. 

§ 238 87. PeliGe reperts ef vielatiens. 

It shall be the dl::lty of police officers and police constables of the Town, acting in 
accordance with instrl::lctions issl::led by the Chief of Police, to report: 

A. The nl::lmber of each parking meter ' .... hich indicates that the vehicle occl::lpying the 
parking space adjacent to sl::lch parking meter is or has been parked in violation of 
any of the provisions of this article. 

B. The state license nl::lmber of sl::lch '<'ehicle. 
C. The length of time dl::lring which sl::lch vehicle is parked in violation of any of the 

pro'<'isions of this article. 
D. Any other facts, a knO'tvledge of which is necessary to a thorol::lgh l::Inderstanding of 

the circl::lmstances attending sl::lch violation. 

§ 238 88. AttaGhing netiGe te vehiGle; payment ef fine at peliGe statien. 

Each sl::lch police officer or police constable shall attach to sl::lch vehicle a notice to the 
owner theroof that sl::lch vehicle has been parked in violation of a provision of this article 
and instFl::lcting sl::lch owner to roport at the office of the Chief of Police in regard to sl::lch 
violation. Each sl::lch owner may, within 24 hOl::lrs of the time sl::lch notice ' .... as attached to 
sl::lch vehicle, pay to sl::lch office of the Chief of Police as a penalty for and in fl::lll 
satisfaction of sl::lch violation, the sl::lm of $5. The faill::lre of sl::lch owner to make sl::lch 
payment to the office of the Chief of Police within 24 hOl::lrs shall render sl::lch owner 
sl::lbject to the penalties horeinafter provided for violation of the provisions of this article. 

§ 238 89. Maximum fine. 

Every person who commits a parking violation l::Inder the pro\!isions of Articles VII and 
VIII shall be pl::lnishable by a fine as determined from time to time by the Town Manager 
sl::lbject to the approval of the Town COl::lncil, sl::lch fine not to exceed the sl::lm of $50. 

§ 238 90. Use ef preGeeds. 

The coins reql::lired to be deposited in parking meters as provided by this article are 
hereby levied and assessed as fees to provide for the proper regl::llation and control of 
traffic l::Ipon the pl::lblic streets, and also the cost of sl::lper'lising and regl::llating the parking 
of vehicles in the parking meter zones croated hereby, and to cover the cost of the 
pl::lrchase, sl::lpervision, protection, inspection, installation, operation, maintenance, 
control and l::Ise of the parking meters described herein. 

§ 238 91. late fee. 

Thero shall be a late fee of $5 charged to any person failing to pay the fine for a parking 
'<,iolation l::Inder this section "'/ithin 14 days. Faill::lFe to pay within 28 days of the violation 
shall resl::llt in a noncl::lml::llative late charge of $10. 
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§ 238 92. Temporary wahler of restrictions. 

The Director of Pl:Jblic Safety may temporarily waive the restrictions l:Jnder this section in 
the best interests of the Town. 

Section 9. Article IX of the Vehicles and Traffic Ordinances of the Town of Westerly 
entitled 'Parking Meters in Off-Street Parking Facilities' is hereby repealed: 

ARTICLE IX 
Parking Meters in Off Street Parking Facilities 

§ 238 93. Establishing zones; meters to be placed. 

The Director of Pl:Jblic Safety is al:Jthorized to establish, as traffic conditions reql:Jire, 
zones to be known as parking meter zones l:Jpon sl:Jch parking lots in the Tovln as are 
selected and designated by the Town COl:Jncil for the location of sl:Jch zones, and in sl:Jch 
parking meter zones, the Director of Pl:Jblic Safety shall cal:Jse parking meters to be 
installed and shall cal:Jse parking meter spaces to be designated as hereinafter provided, 
and shall fix the time limitations for legal parking in sl:Jch zones. 

§ 238 94. Regl.llation, control, operation and I.Ise of meters. 

The Director of Pl:Jblic Safety is directed to pro'lide for the regl:Jlation, control, operation 
and l:Jse of the parking meters provided for in this article and to maintain the meters in a 
good workable condition. 

§ 238 95. location of meters on cl.lrb; signal and legend. 

Parl<ing meters installed in the parking meter zones established as provided herein shall 
be placed l:Jpon the cl:Jrb or area immediately adjacent to the individl:Jal parking places 
hereinafter described. Each parking meter shall be placed or set in sl:Jch manner as to 
sho'll or display by a signal that the parking space adjacent to sl:Jch meter is or is not 
legally in l:Jse. Each parking meter installed shall indicate by a proper legend the legal 
parking time established by the Town, and when operated shall indicate on and by its 
dial and pointer the dl:Jration of the period of legal parking, and on the expiration of sl:Jch 
period, shall indicate illegal or overparking. 

§ 238 96. Designation of spaces by lines and markings; parking 'Nithin lines 
reql.lired. 

The Chief of Police is instrl:Jcted to have lines or markings painted or placed l:Jpon the 
cl:Jrb or l:Jpon the area adjacent to each parking meter for the pl:Jrpose of designating the 
parking space for which the meter is to be l:Jsed and each vehicle parked adjacent or 
next to any parking meter shall park 'llithin the lines or markings so established. It shall 
be l:Jnlawfl:J1 and a violation of this article to parl< any vehicle acress any sl:Jch line or 
marking or to park the vehicle in sl:Jch position that the same shall not be entirely within 
the area so designated by sl:Jch lines or markings. 

§ 238 97. Vehicle position in relation to meter. 

When a parl<ing space in any parking meter zone is parallel with the adjacent cl:Jrb or 
sidewall<, any vehicle parl<ed in sl:Jch parking space shall be parked S9 that the f9rem9st 
part of sl:Jch I,(ehicle shall be nearest to the parking meter; v,hen a parl<ing space in any 
parking meter zone is diagonal or porpendicl:Jlar to the cl:Jrb or side'Nalk, any vehicle 
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parked in such parking space shall be parked 'Nith the feremest part ef such vehicle 
nearest te such meter. 

§ 238 98. Deposit of soins; violation indisation. 

When any ',ehicle shall be parked in any space adjacent te which a parking meter is 
lecated in accerdance with the provisiens ef this article, the eperater ef the vehicle shall 
upen entering the parking space, immediately depesit er cause to be deposited a coin of 
the United States in such parking meter as follows: for everyone hour desired in the 
parking space, a five cent coin of the United States; for every additional hour desired, a 
five cent coin of the United States; for every five hours desired, five five cent coins or 
one twenty five cent coin of the United States; and failure to deposit such five cent coins 
or twenty five cent coin shall constitute a breach of this article and shall subject such 
person to the penalty prescribed in § 238 106. Upon the deposit of such coins and 
placing the meter in operation, the parking space may be lavAully occupied by such 
',ehicle during the period of parking time which has been prescribed for the part of the 
parl<ing lot in INhich the parking space is located. If the vehicle shall remain parked in 
any such parking space, tho parking meter shall by its dial and pointer indicate such 
illegal parking, and in that event, such vehicle shall be considered as parked overtime 
and beyond the period of legal parking time, and the parking of a vehicle overtime or 
beyond the period of legal parking time in any such part of the parking lot INhere any 
such meter is located shall be a violation of this article and punished as herein set out. 

§ 238 99. Overtime parking. 

It shall be unla'J'Aul and a violation of the provisions of this article for any person to 
cause, allow, permit or suffer any vehicle registered in the name of, or operated by, such 
person to be parked overtime or beyond the period of legal parking time established for 
any parking meter eone as heroin described. 

§ 238 100. Extending time beyond limit. 

It shall be unlal/Aul and a violation of the provisions of this article for any person to 
deposit or cause to be deposited in a parking meter a five cent coin or twenty five cent 
coin for the purpose of increasing or extending the parking time of any vehicle beyond 
the legal parking time which has been established for the parl<ing space adjacent to 
which the parking meter is placed. 

§ 238 101. Vehisle remaining after violation indisated. 

It shall be unlalNful and a violation of the pro'lisions of this article for any person to permit 
a vehicle to remain or be placed in any parking space adjacent to any parking meter 
INhile the meter is displaying a Signal indicating that the vehicle occupying such parking 
space has already been parked beyond the period of time prescribed for such parking 
space. 

§ 238 102. Use of sll.lgs prohibited. 

It shall be unlallAul and a violation of the provisions of this article to deposit or cause to 
be deposited in any parking meter any slug, device or metallic substitute for any coin of 
the United States. 
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§ 238 103. Damaging or tampering with meters prohibited. 

It shall be unla'l"ful and a 'Iiolation of the pro'lisions of this artiGle for any person to 
defaGe, injure, tamper with, open or willfully break, destroy or impair the usefulness of 
any parking meter installed under the pro'lisions of this artiGle. 

§ 238 104. Police reports of violations. 

It shall be the duty of poliGe offiGers and poliGe Gonstables of the TO'Nn, acting in 
aGGordanGe '."lith instruGtions issued by the Chief of PoliGe, to report: 

A The number of eaGh parl<ing meter 'NhiGh indiGates that the 'IehiGle oGGupying the 
parking spaGe adjaGent to SUGh parking meter is or has been parked in violation of 
any of the pro'lisions of this artiGle. 

B. The state liGense number of SUGh 'IehiGle. 
C. The length of time during whiGh SUGh 'IehiGle is parked in violation of any of the 

provisions of this artiGle. 
D. ,t\ny other faGts, a kno'Nledge of 'NhiGh is neGessary to a thorough understanding of 

the GiFGumstanGes attending SUGh violation. 

§ 238 105. Attaching notice to vehicle; payment of fine at police station. 

EaGh poliGe offiGer or poliGe Gonstable shall also attaGh to SUGh 'IehiGle a notiGe to the 
owner thereof that SUGh vehiGle has been parked in violation of a provision of this artiGle 
and instruGting SUGh owner to report at the offiGe of the Chief of PoliGe in regard to SUGh 
'Iiolation. EaGh O'Nner may, within 24 hours of the time when SUGh notiGe was attaGhed to 
SUGh vehiGle, pay to the offiGe of the Chief of PoliGe as a penalty for and in full 
satisfaction of SUGh 'Iiolation, the sum of $1. The failure of SUGh o\\'ner to make SUGh 
payment to the offiGe of the Chief of PoliGe 'Nithin 24 hours shall render SUGh owner 
subjeGt to the penalties herein pro'lided for ,Jiolation of the pro'lisions of this artiGle. 

§ 238 106. Maximum fine. 

E'lery person who Gommits a parking 'Iiolation under the pro'lisions of this artiGle shall be 
punishable by a fine not e*Geeding $20. 

§ 238 107. Use of proceeds. 

A. Revenues deri'led from parking meters in off street parking lots shall be plaGed in 
separate aGGounts. SUGh revenues shall be e*pended by the Tmvn for the Gosts of 
supervising and regulating the parking of vehiGles in any off street parking faGility 
operated by the Town and to pro'lide for the Gost of purGhase, installation, operation 
and maintenanGe of off street parking faGilities and parking meters. 

B. Funds aGGrued from on street parking meters and deposited in the parking meter 
fund shall be transferred to the general fund. 

ARTICLE X 
Valet Parking 

(Same.) 

Section 10. This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage. 

Per Order of the Town Council. 
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ATTEST: Donna L. Giordano, MMC 
Council Clerk 
May 16, 2011 

All persons interested in the above are respectfully required to be present at the 
time and place to be heard thereon. 

INDIVIDUALS REQUESTING INTERPRETER SERVICES FOR THE HEARING 
IMPAIRED MUST CALL 348-2500 OR 596-2022 (VITDD) 72 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF 
THE HEARING DATE. 
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At a Special Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Westerly, R.I., held this 25th day of May, A.D. 1970 at 8 o'clock P.M.

Arthur E. Wills, Salvatore C. Falcone, Richard D. Comolli, Henry Federico, Antonio C. Trovato, Salvatore T. Parise and Henry M. Morris, all members being
present.

Town Manager Peter M. Curry being present.

Town Solicitor Joseph J. Parrilla being present.

The Council met with the Members of the Home Rule Charter Commission to discuss the implementation of the Home Rule Charter since its adoption on
November 5, 1968, the need for changes in any of its provisions, and the need for a study committee to further this end.

All members of the Charter Commission being present:

Francis C. Lathrop, Joseph C. Lewiss, James J. Longolucco, F. Thomas Lenihan, Herbert R. Rathbun, Ernest A. Eldridge, George H. Utter, as well as Henry
M. Morris, Council President.

Members of the Council indicated that because of the pressures of Council business they themselves do not have the time to devote in reviewing the provisions
of the Charter in order to study and recommend proposals for change if deemed necessary and that it is apparent that in the area of the financial provisions of the Charter
that the Council is not permitted enough time in the development of a fiscal budget. The Council further indicated that there might be other areas that prove troublesome.
The Council asked the Commission for their comments relative to the appointment of such a study committee and whether any of the Commissioners would be interested in
serving on such a Committee. Stating further that if such a Committee was indeed appointed the member or members of the Commission who would serve would be most
helpful to the Study Committee by apprising them of the pro and cons that were previously discussed by the Commission and their intentions in the formulation Of the
charter.

Another provision of the Charter that was discussed was the hiring and firing of a Police Chief by the Manager, he also being the appeal board.

Mr. Lathrop stated that he thought it might be wise to appoint a study committee for a limited period of time, and that the Council and the Manager set forth to
such a Committee the problem areas and what needed to be reviewed. He indicated that it would be advantageous if a prior member (s) of the Charter Commission were to
serve on such a committee. He was also of the opinion that the Charter has not been in operation long enough to make a full determination of the areas of need for change.

Mr. Lewiss stated that this Committee need not necessarily be a permanant one, more of a watch dog or advisory committee. He also stated that the Charter
hasn't been in operation long enough to make a full determination.

Mr. Morris stated that in his opinion this should not be a continuous Committee.

Town Solicitor Joseph J. Parrilla said that he has drafted a suggested ordinance for the Councils' consideration which would establish a continual advisory
Charter Revision Committee whose function and duty would be to make semi-annual reports to the Council.

He went over the provisions of his suggested draft.

Mr. Rathbun stated that he thought the ordinance unnecessary and would only create chaos and further problems. He feels that the Charter is workable,
however probably not perfect and suggested that and hoc committee would be more feasible. That a continuing committee was not agreeable to him.

Mr. Lewiss agreed with Mr. Rathbun and he also stated that he would not be m agreement with appointing political members to such a committee.

Mr. Longolucco stated that in his opinion if the Council has a problem (s) then a Committee should be appointed to resolve such a problem(s) if the Council
feels it cannot devote the time to do it.

Mr. Lathrop cited the provisions of the R.I. Constitution regarding the adoption of a home rule charter and for charter amendments stating that no circulated
petition is required for amendments to the Charter, only a majority vote of the council is needed for amendments to the charter in order to put it to the electorate.

Mr. Utter and Mr. Rathbun both indicated that they feel the appointment of such a committee is in the council's authority solely and that the committee would
be an advisory one and appointed only if council deemed the necessity for such a committee, Mr. Longolucco stated in his opinion an ordinance should be enacted for the
appointment of such a Committee setting for the term of the committee. He also offered that the Charter is only in outline form and that new ordinances should be enacted
under the provisions of the Charter to establish personnel rules and regulations.

Mr. Lenihan indicated that he didn't feel that the whole charter should be under review.

Councilman Comolli suggested that a committee be formed not only to review for any changes in the charter but also to recommend the ordinances needed
under the provisions of the Home Rule Charter.

Council President Morris stated that only the Town Council should have the power to set policy.

Town Manager Curry said there is need for ordinances and the fixing of policies and that he would appreciate the help of a learned committee, however he
stated that a purchasing ordinance and personnel ordinance should be developed by the Manager. Another problem that has developed is that there is no provision in the
Charter for a Water & Sewer Budget procedure and as to who has the authority to hold public hearings on sidewalks, water, sewers.

Mr. Morris stated that it was the intention of the charter commission that these matters could be taken care of by ordinance.

It was the consensus of the Commission that the Council would have to set up their own guide lines as to how to appoint this committee and indicated the
members willingness to help the Council by their attendance here tonight.

There was no further discussion on this matter, and the Council recessed at this time for an executive session.

The Town Solicitor requested an extension of time in rendering a decision on the request of Mrs. Ann Whitford dba George for Teens, for permission to hold
Sunday dances at said establishment on Atlantic Avenue, Misquamicut for the summer season. The Council asked that he render his opinion as soon as possible.

Upon the request of the Town Manager, it was

VOTED: That the Town Council meet on Monday, June 8th, 1970 at 8:15 P.M. to hold a public hearing on a proposal for the extension of a Water Mam to
Wilson Street from Longvue Avenue to Franklin Field as requested by the Westerly Recreation Committee, and that public notice be advertised at least once prior to said
hearing and notice by registered mail be sent to the abutting property owner.

Notice is received from Henry Ise, Chief, Division of Harbors & Rivers that the application of Normand S. Norbert of 35 Breach Drive, Westerly, for
permission to maintain an existing dock and stone retaining wall and to construct and maintain a T. head addition 15 ft. by 5 ft. in front of his property in the Weekapaug
Breachway off Breach Drive, is now under consideration and that written protests should be made on or before June 19, 1970.

Mr. Curry reported that he did not deem the proposal to be objectionable. It was ordered that said notice be placed on file.

Mr. Curry informed the Council that a group has been formed for the purpose of saving the Rollerdrome which has ceased operations as a result of
condemnation of property for the Westerly By Pass. He said that they were interested in coming before the Council to request that the Council give consideration to their
request for the continuation of such a recreational facility in the Town.

Mr. Comolli advised Mr. Curry of a meeting he has arranged with Mr. Cotter of the Division of Parks and Recreation for the purpose of dieussing future
developments of recreational facilities and suggested that the Town Manager confer with Mr. Cotter relative to the feasibility of the State of R. I. considering this
recreational facility.

Councilman Wills suggested that the building possibly be Amoved to Franklin Field to be used as a Field House and/or dance hail.

After consideration thereof it was

VOTED: That one spokesman for the group be permitted to be heard at the next regular meeting of the Council on June 8, 1970.

Council President Morris said that it has become known to him that the Immaculate Conception Church Building is up for sale and he had been approached for
a possible purchase by the Town.

The Town Manager discussed with the Council a proposal for a change in the Town's Traffic Pattern to alleviate the downtown summer traffic problems.
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Councilman Comolli stated that he had received a complaint of unlawful filling in along the Pond where there is new construction going up and suggested that
the Town Manager investigate the complaint.

Mr. Comolli felt that before a building permit is issued for construction that the Zoning Inspector should be sure of the designated area.

Mr. Curry stated that in his opinion the Engineer should certify the plot plan before a building permit is issued.

Mr. Comolli further stated that there is encroachment on Town Property at the West end of Atlantic Avenue by unlawful fill and suggested that the Town
Manager contact the Dept. of Natural Resources to see that the fill be removed.

Town Manager reported that in order to correct the situation of the dropped chains at the Town Beach he suggested that cement posts be put in to hold the
chains firmer. This will be done by the Dept. of Public Works as soon as possible.

Councilman Parise requested that the Town Manager make a study and survey on the built up area around Brendan Street and Upper High Street to determine
the number of fire hydrants located in this area and the feasibility of installing additional hydrants.

Mr. Curry brought up the matter of the fixing of the Sewer .Tax Rate, urging the Council to take action so that the Tax Assessor can go forward with the
billing procedure. He recommended that the council fix the rate at 73 cents a hundred, a raise of 90 cents over last year, for the reason that there are increases in
appropriation requirements and expenses, and that because of the loss of intangible personal property from the grand list it would reflect as a loss of $16,000 in Revenue to
the Sewer Dept. Mr. Curry also explained that in the prior year no provision was made for a reserve for Capital Expenditures.

In reviewing the Sewer Budget Councilman Comolli said he didn't see the need for a contingency appropriation for Capital Reserve a total of $7500 which he
recommends be cut from the budget Councilman Comolli commented that he would not like to see the rate go up by 90 cents.

Upon motion of Council Trovato, duly seconded by Councilman Comolli, it was

VOTED: That a sewer maintenance tax be assessed on all ratable property within the First Drainage District of $.70 (70 cents) on each $100.00 of valuation
on property of record as of 12 o'clock midnight December 31, 1970.

Councilman Falcone requested that the Town Manager look into the matter of Route sigi s at White Rock which leads to confusion? Springfield Route signs;
dead end sign should be moved closer to the gravel bank; speed limit sign of 25 miles per hour should be replaced, as printing is hardly discernable.

Town Solicitor submitted to the Council for their consideration a draft of a proposed ordinance controlling the parking of motor vehicles, and Councilman Wills,
introduces and seconded by Counci lmen Falcone & Trovato, it was

VOTED: That the proposed ordinance entitled "AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE PARKING OF MOTOR VEHICLES ON CERTAIN
HIGHWAYS AND PUBLIC LANDS WITHIN THE TOWN OF WESTERLY INCLUDING PENALTY FOR VIOLATION AND ESTABLISHMENT OF TOW
ZONE AREAS" be ordered advertised for hearing on June 8, 1970 at 10:00 oblock P.M.

In the matter of the petition of Ernest J. Vacca and Florence A. Vacca, requesting that the property on Woody Hill Road, Bradford, be rezoned from R-2
Residential to B-1 Business District which was held May 11, 1970, came on again for consideration.

No written objections having been received since the hearing.

Upon motion of Councilman Trovato duly seconded by Councilman Federico to grant said petition and to adopt the proposed ordinance, Councilman Wills
requested a polled vote.

Upon a polled vote being taken as follows:

Ayes: Trovato, Federico, Wills and Morris

Noes: Falcone, Comolli and Parise

Council President Morris declared the motion carried, and it was

VOTED: To grant said petition and to adopt the following Ordinance:

Councilman Parise noted for the record that he voted "no" for the reason that he considers this as spot zoning and that the area of square footage is excessive
of the desires and the needs of the petitioners and that it constitutes a change of the area.

Councilman Comolli noted for the record that he voted "no" for the same reasons and feels that the people in the vicinity do not seem to realize that in a B-1
Zone multi-family dwellings and other uses can be permitted. He also stated that he did not feel that two acres of land would be needed for a bridal shop the proposed for
said premises.

Councilman Trovato noted for the record that ample time has been given to the public to register any objection and as there were no. objections filed, he
favored the change.

Councilman Wills also noted for the record that a petition signed by abutting owners of said property favoring the change from A-1 to B-2 had been filed with
the Council.

* * *

Amended 6/8/70 by adding

*** Councilman Falcone noted for the record that he concurred with Councilmen Parise and Comolli as to why it should not be granted and that it does not
meet with the Comprehensive plan.

In the matter of the petition of John and Harriett Gaccione, requesting that the property situated on the corner of Westerly-Bradford Road and Spucy Drive be
rezoned from A-1 Agriculture to B-2 Business District which was held on May 11, 1970 came on again for consideration.

No written objection having been received since the hearing.

Upon motion of Councilman Trovato, duly seconded by Councilmen Wills, and Parise, it was

VOTED: To grant said petition and to adopt the following Ordinance:

VOTED: To adjourn to the call of the President of the Council.

Attest:

Council Clerk

At a Regular Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Westerly, R.I., held this 8th day of June, A.D. 1970 at 8:00 o'clock P.M.

Arthur E. Wills, Salvatore C. Falcone, Richard D. Comolli, Henry Federico, Antonio C. Trovato, Salvatore T. Parise and Henry M. Morris, all members being
present.

Town Manager Peter M. Curry being present.

Town Solicitor Joseph J. Parrilla being present.

Prayer was given by Councilman Parise.

The Minutes of the Meetings of May 11, 18 and 25 as amended, and sitting as a Licensing Board on May 11, 1970 were accepted as printed and amended.

VOTED: To accept and place on file the monthly reports of the Dog Officer, Director Public Welfare, Police, Building Official, Finance Director and Director
of Minimum Housing, together with the minutes of the Minimum Housing Board of Review.

VOTED: That the following named be granted Milk Licenses subject to the approval of the Milk Inspector:
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Louis D. Miller & Co. dba Ocean House                        Watch Hill
Arthur L. Fiore dba Fiore's Market                                 139 Atlantic Ave.
James Vardilos dba casino Stand                                   Atlantic Ave.
John D. Pinto, Jr. dba Sea Side Beach Club                    " "
Frank E. Allen dba Allen's Can-D-News                        125 Main St.
Anthony J. Ragonese dba The Pebble                             Atlantic Ave.
Joseph Zanella                                                              Post Road
Jalna Inc. dba Swiss Chalet                                            Post Road
B & F Enterprises, Inc. dba Yankee Clipper                    Winnapaug Rd.
Clair Latour dba Sea View Stand                                   s/s Atlantic"Ave.

VOTED: That the following named be granted Public Bathing Beach Licenses subject to the approval of the Beach Commissioner:

Seaside Beach Club Inc,                                                s/s Atlantic Ave.
Clair Latour dba Sea View Stand                                   "           "          "

VOTED: That the following named be granted Public Laundry Licenses subject to the approval of the Building Official and the R.I. Dept. of Health:

Main St. Launderama, Inc.                                            Main St. Shopping Center
Saunders & Sons Enterprises, Inc. dba
The Friendship Laundromatic                                        Friendship St.
Saunders & Sons Interprises, Inc. dba                            Granite St. Shopping Center

VOTED: That the following named be granted Sunday Parking Lot Licenses subject to the approval of the Beach Commissioner, Police Chief and the Zoning
Inspector:

Anthony J. Ragonese dba The Pebble                             n/s Atlantic Ave.
Seaside Beach Club Inc.                                                Atlantic Ave.
Arthur L. Fiore dba Fiore's Market                                 139 Atlantic Ave.
John D. Pinto, Jr. dba Seaside Beach Club                      Atlantic Ave.
James J. Atsales                                                            "           "
Ernest Boumenot dba Star-Lite Motel                            Winnapaug Rd.

VOTED: That the following named be granted Victualling Licenses subject to the approval of the R.I. Dept. of Health:

B & F Enterprises, Inc. dba Yankee Clipper                    Winnapaug Rd.
James Vardilos dba Casino Stand                                   Atlantic Ave.
John D. Pinto, Jr. dba Seaside Beach Club                      "           "
Anthony Ragonese dba The Pebble                                "           "
Umile Ritacco dba LaPlante's Market                             82-84 Oak St.
St. Vincent's Church (1 day)                                          Bradford
United Methodist Church (1 day)                                   Avondale
Claire Latour dba Sea View Stand                                  s/s Atlantic Ave.

VOTED: That the following named be granted Sunday Sales Licenses subject to the approval of the Police Chief.

James Vardilos dba Casino Stand                                                Atlantic Ave.
Edward & Julia Leturmy dba Aqua Shop                                     Bay St., W.H.
Plaza Parade, Inc                                                                        Franklin  Plaza
John D. Pinto, Jr. dba Seaside Beach Club                                   Atlantic Ave.
Frank E. Allen dba Allen Can-D-News                                        125 Main St.
Anthony J. Ragonese dba The Pebble                                          Atlantic Ave.
Surf's Up, Inc. (State Beach)                                                       "         "
Arthur L. Fiore dba Fiore's Market                                              139 " "
Robert B. Cornell dba Good Humor Ice Cream Inc.                      -----
B & F Enterprises, Inc. dba Yankee Clipper                                 Winnapaug Rd.
Bernard L, Gordon dba The Book & Tackle Shop                        Bay St., W.H.
Claire Latour dba Sea View Stand                                               s/s Atlantic Ave.

VOTED: That the following named be granted permission to conduct a Bazaar subject to the approval of the Police Chief, and R.I. Dept. of Health:

Anthony H. Terranova, Chairman
Festival Committee St. Vincent's Church (1 day)            Bradford

VOTED: That the following named be granted permission to conduct a Pair subject to the approval of Police Chief and the R.I. Dept. of Health:

Request of:
Frank A. Bailey
United Methodist Church, Spruce St. at the Avondale Grange

VOTED: That the following named be granted a Bowling License subject to the approval of the Police Chief, Building and Zoning Inspectors:

Holiday-Lanes-Westerly, Inc.                                        Granite St. Shopping Center

Upon motion of Councilman Comolli duly seconded by Councilman Parise it was

VOTED: That the Town Clerk notify the Director of Public Safety for the follow up on any disapprovals received from proper authorities on the several types
of licenses which are issued by the Clerk.

Upon motion of Councilman Trovato, duly seconded by Councilman Parise it was

RESOLVED: That the Town Council hereby goes on record as urging the Rhode Island Department of Public Works to reconsider its plans for the proposed
terminus of the Westerly By-Pass at U.S. Route #1 and strongly recommends that plans be developed which would provide for a bridge spanning U.S. Route #1 and
connecting with Airport Road and further that a carefully planned traffic interchange be built in conjunction with such bridge so that the free safe flow of traffic will be
assured if such a plan is scheduled for the future, the Town Council urges that this portion of the project be rescheduled so that construction will be concurrent with the first
phase of the By-Pass Project.

And it was

FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Clerk forward copies of the aforesaid Resolution to Governor Licht and Mr. Morris Chorney, Director Department of
Public Works.

Councilman Trovato issued a statement commending the Westerly Police Force, the Westerly Police Reserves and Acting Chief Anthony Algiere on their
performance in doing an outstanding job for the Westerly Police Department.

Request is made by Marshall Drew, Chairman of the Arts Festival Committee which Festival is sponsored by the Greater Westerly-Pawcatuck Chamber of
Commerce for permission to install a banner between McCormick's Department Store and the Washington Trust Company from June 29th through July 20th 1970.

Upon consideration thereof, and upon motion being made by Councilman Parise, duly seconded by Councilman Wills, it was

VOTED: That permission be granted for the installation of a banner at said location.

Councilman Comolli, Green Acres Coordinator reported that progress is being made under the Green Acres Program.

Council President Morris, Chairman of the Boating Authority reported that progress is being made along activities of said Authority.
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A Public Hearing is held on the following applications for renewal of Junk Dealer Licenses:

John Gaccione                                                               Westerly-Bradford Rd.
Michael L. Garafolo                                                       Boy Scout Drive
Abraham Itchkawich                                                      129 Canal St. 
Milton M. Leibowitz                                                      96-98 Canal St. 
Anthony Palazzolo                                                         Westerly-Bradford Rd.
George L. Quattromani                                                   Westerly-Bradford Rd.

Written approvals are received from the Acting Police Chief and the Health Physician.

Written disapprovals are received from the Building and Zoning Inspectors that the operators premises do not conform with the existing code.

Mr. William A, Clark III a property owner on Boy Scout Drive appeared before the Council to object to the granting of a Junk Dealers License to Michael
Garafolo on Boy Scout Drive and presented a written objection signed by he and his wife Ellen T. Clark which is filed.

Mr. Clark also presented another written objection signed by Irving R. & Beatrice H. Rowe, which is filed.

Mr. Clark also spoke in behalf of Mr. Falcone a property owner on Boy Scout Drive in objecting to the granting of said license that a Junk car has been
deposited on his property.

Mr. Clark objected to. day and night trucking on Boy Scout Drive stating that it creates a noisy nuisance and a litter problem.

Mr. George Miller, District Director of the Boy Scouts is present and objects to the granting of said license stating that the Boy Scouts property adjoins Mr.
Garafolo's and that junk has been deposited on their property.

Attorney Matthew Lewiss is present, and spoke in favor of the granting of all junk dealers licenses, stating that all applicants are trying to comply with the
existing ordinance and asks for the Council's due consideration.

Santo Algiere, Chairman Municipal Conservation Commission registered objection to Mr. Anthony Palazzolo dumping on Town's Property.

Hearing is declared closed.

Upon motion of Councilman Comolli seconded by Councilman parise, it was

VOTED: That the aforementioned applications for Renewals

of Junk Dealer Licenses be granted subject to conformity with the provisions of the newly adopted ordinance by November 1, 1970, the effective date of said
ordinance and it was

FURTHER VOTED: That letters be directed to the Building and Zoning Inspectors advising them that compliance by Junk Dealers Operators must be met by
November 1, 1970.

Mr. Garafolo was cautioned to be more considerate of his neighbors in his nightime operations.

Mr. Garafolo is present and defended his actions and stated that he has not caused Mr. Clark any grief as a result of his operations, that he only has forty cars
in his yard, and that the junk car deposited on someone else's land is not his property.

A Public Hearing is held by the Town Council and the Department of Public Works on a proposal to extend the water main and to assess abutting property
owners on Wilson Street from Long-vue Avenue to Woodlund Avenue.

Notice of the Public Hearing having been advertised in "The Westerly Sun" on May 27, and June 3rd, 1970, and notice by registered mail having been sent to
the abutting property owner.

The Town Manager offered that the Recreation Committee is seeking this for the Development of Franklin Field.

Oscar Chapman, Director of the Department of Public Works indicated on a plot plan the area for the extension.

No person appeared to object.

Hearing is declared closed and upon motion of Councilman Parise duly seconded by Councilman Comolli, it was

VOTED: To approve the extension of the water main on Wilson Street from Longvue Avenue to Woodlund Avenue and order the assessment on abutting
property owners.

Mr. Chapman, Director of Dept. of Public Works voted to approve the water main extension and assessment.

A Public Hearing is held by the Town Council and the Dept. of Public Works on a proposal to construct new sidewalks on both sides of Bellevue Avenue
between Park Avenue and Narragansett Avenue and to assess abutting property owners.

Notice of the Public Hearing having been advertised in "The Westerly Sun" on May 27 and June 3rd, 1970 and notice by first class mail having been sari t to
the abutting property owners (all R,I, Residents) on May 27th, 1970.

Councilman Comolli disqualified himself as a property owner on Bellevue Avenue and withdraws from the hearing.

John P. Turrisi files a written notice that he is not interested in the installation of sidewalks in front of his property.

Patrick Cofone files a written objection to the proposal.

The Town Manager explained the proposal stating that the hearing was scheduled on the request of several property owners on Bellevue and that he had
conferred with the Director Public Works and arrived at an estimated cost of $4.75 per front foot (each side) to the property owner; that the Town would absorb one half
the cost.

The Director of Public Works stated that only twenty-seven property owners would be involved and that he had obtained two estimates from contractors and
that the property owners share of the cost would be $4.75 per front foot.

He further stated that the installation would be 2200 feet long at the total cost of approximately $22,000. He indicated that construction costs are rising and
presently at about 12% a year.

Both Mr. Curry and Mr. Chapman indicated that the cost would be substantially the same whether done by the Department or under contract, but that because
of the heavy work load in the repairing of walks by the sidewalk crew, it would be impossible for the Town to take on a job of this magnitude.

The following named were present and verbally objected to the proposal; Nicholas T. Terranova, Ralph Perri, Rudolph Molin, Annunziato Toscano, Shirley
Lunaas on behalf of Amedeo J. & Emma M. Morrone, Peter J. DePerry Jr. and Albert Quattromani.

Mr. Quentin DeSimone is present and stated that he felt that $9.00 per front foot is too high a cost.

Mrs, Emilio Murano is preset and voiced verbal approval for the installation.

He questioned whether the installation could be made for those property owners who are requesting the installation and are willing to pay the costs especially if
all property owners were in agreement from his property to Quattromani's property.

He was informed that the Department of Public Works feels that it is poor policy to install in spot locations.

Mr. Richard Delicato asked that the Department of Public Works provide loam in front of his property so that it can be seeded stating that stones and gravel
have caused him concern with the breaking of glass.

Mr. Chapman stated that the Department of Public Works will provide a dressing in front of properties if within the 50 foot strip and if requested by the
property owner.
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Others speaking on the matter were Abe Itchkawich and Frederick Ulles.

Hearing is declared closed.

Upon motion of Councilman Trovato duly seconded by Councilman Federico, it was

VOTED: That the proposal be dropped and the request be denied. And it was

FURTHER VOTED: That if the six or seven property owners still want the installation that it be the prerogative of the Department of Public Works.

Mr. Curry commenting 01 the above vote stated that he would have to justify the expenditure of Town Funds if the installation is extended to certain points.

Mr. Chapman, Director Dept. Public Works voted to oppose the construction at this time, however if the properties in a row still want it and agreement can be
reached with the Dept. Public Works and the Town Manager then this may be undertaken and built to the Town's specifications.

Mr. Koromos appeared before the Council as an informal spokesman for a group of young people who are interested in saving the Rollerdrome Skating Rink.
He stated that the Rollerdrome was a unique establishment for the youths of Westerly who enjoy roller-skating of which the owners took on the responsibility as Chaperone;
that the construction of the Westerly By-Pass will remove this recreational facility; that the group is seeking help in finding a way for the re-opening of the rollerdrome; in
finding a place for the moving of the Building; in appealing to the Council to intercede with the State for aid if the Town is interested in keeping such a recreational facility in
Westerly. He indicated that as far as he knew at the present time the Rollerdrome is now State owned but he could not state whether or not the prior owners have been
approached to reacquire the building.

Councilman Wills informed Mr. Koromos that he had suggested that maybe the building could be moved to Franklin Field to be used as a field house or dance
hall and or skating rink, when the State starts construction for the By-Pass.

Mr. Whitman another spokesman for the group indicated that the prior owners would like to stay on but that they haven't the money to relocate. He also said
that the building would not be suitable for a dance hall and a skating rink because of the flooring.

Mr. Peterson operator of the Riverdale Rink in Warwick, R.I., is also present to back the group who are interested in saving the rollerdrome stating there are
22,000,000 roller skating enthusiasts in the Country.

Mr. Whitman says that he has arranged for bus transportation for those interested from Chariho to Riverdale with contributions that have been made for the
time being.

It was the consensus of the Council that the Town Manager will investiagte this matter further and inquire of State Officials to see what can be done.

The Town Manager reported to the Council that he has been approached by the Southern League of Fire Companies which include Charlestown, Richmond,
Hopkinton and Westerly to explore the area for setting up a permanent centralized communication system to be manned 24 hours a day. The communication center was
previously manned by Fire Chief Edwin Greene who has since deceased and that equipment must be removed from his building at Dunns Corners. He stated that he has
conferred with Fire Chief Barber into the feasibility of locating dispatcher from the Police Station which of would be a cost to the Town, but the League having indicated
their willingness to compensate the Town. Mr. Curry said that he feels that this would be a public safety enterprise which he is receptive to and would be willing to work out
some arrangement with the Fire Departments. He could not say what the additional cost to the Police Department this would amount to as there would be need for
additional personnel. He recommended this matter for the Council's consideration as to whether or not they wished him to go forward.

Chief Barber is also present and explained this matter further stating that they have permission from the School Department to locate on School Building and
that temporarily can remote from the house stressing a need for a permanent base.

Mr. Carl Manfred, Civil Defense Director, also explained that Civil Defense operations is dependent on this service for the alarm system; that the Federal C.D.
Program will take up to 50% of the cost for an alarm system? that Civilian Defense maintains its Bay Station at Dunns Corners.

Upon motion of Councilman Comolli, duly seconded by Councilman Trovato, it was

VOTED: That the Town Manager be authorized to go ahead and to estimate a cost for this program and report back to the Council at its next meeting.

In the matter of the traffic problem on Franklin Street Mr. Curry reported that he will meet...with Mr. Phillip Mancini of the State Department regarding the
feasibility of installing traffic lights at the Shopping Center entrance and egress, and ways for the curbing of speeders and for safe travel on the highway.

Councilman Comolli requested that the Town Manager confer with Mr. JohnRego, Director, Dept. Natural Resources with reference to a proposal that season
passes be given out at the State Beach to the tenants of cottages and motels for the use of their beach facility. The Town Beach facility no longer is big enough to
accomodate the non-resident visitors to our shores.

The Town Manager submitted a proposed ordinance which would provide for the reorganizing and recharging of the Planning Board of Westerly for the
Council's consideration.

Mr. Curry informed the Council that he has received a complaint from the Downtown Merchants Association of the lack of adequate truck parking. The
businessmen have been notified by truckers that t he space now reserved is not adequate for more than one truck. Mr. Curry stated that he is investigating this further to
see if he can arrange to resolve this problem.

Councilman Wills suggested the scheduling of hours of truck parking as the most logical solution to this problem.

Councilman Comolli urged the Town Manager to see to the removal of the fence and telephone pole on land at the west end of Atlantic Avenue.

A Public Hearing is held on the proposed ordinance entitled "AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE PARKING OF MOTOR VEHICLES ON CERTAIN
HIGHWAYS AND PUBLIC LANDS WITHIN THE TOWN CF WESTERLY INCLUDING PENALTY FOR VIOLATION AND ESTABLISHMENT OF TOW
ZONE AREAS" which was introduced by Councilman Wills.

The following named entered into discussion on the proposed ordinance:

Edward Lee, Shore Road - Would favor the proposal if all other laws are strictly enforced although would find it hard to accept creating more of a problem.

John Vacca, real estate agent in Misguamicut favors the proposal.

Gerard Nardone - Favors adoption and suggests addition of all streets south of Shore Road.

Mr. Cosenza - favors adoption.

Acting Chief Algiere says there is a need for tow zones, that there is a problem with out of towners, suggests identification of areas in Misguamicut and
Weekapaug as Tow Depot.

Bruce MacDonald, Carl Manfred and Joseph Vetelino both favor adoption.

Abe Itchkawich, Thomas Toscano, Quentin DeSimone, Michael Garafolo, Frederick Ulles and John Palazzolo, being present to discuss the proposal and made
suggestions.

Town Solicitor explained that only duly licensed operators can tow vehicles and that fees charged are under the regulations of the Public Utilities Administrator.

Upon the recommendation of the Town Solicitor the following corrections and addition is ordered made to Section II of the proposed ordinance: change word
"request" to read "order" and by adding the following words to the end of the paragraph: "and any storage charges thereon."

Hearing is declared closed.

Upon motion of Councilman Parise duly seconded by Councilman Comolli it was

VOTED: To adopt the following ordinance:

TOWN OF WESTERLY

Chapter 387
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AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE PARKING OF MOTOR VEHICLES ON CERTAIN HIGHWAYS AND PUBLIC LANDS WITHIN THE TOWN OF
WESTERLY INCLUDING PENALTY FOR VIOLATION AND ESTABLISHMENT OF TOW ZONE AREAS

The Town Cancil of the Town of Westerly hereby ordains as follows:

SECTION 1. The following highways and public lands located in the Town of Westerly hereby designated as being lands on which the parking of all motor
vehicles of any and all description is prohibited are designated as follows:

MISQUAMICUT AREA:

Entire length of Atlantic Avenue including adjacent public land not specifically designated as a parking area by any public authority; Winnapaug Road from Atlantic
Avenue to Shore Road; the entire length of Breach Drive, Saunders Road, Robin Road, Montauk Avenue, Lawton Avenue, Franklin Avenue, Kimball Avenue,
Benson Avenue, Crandall Avenue, Clarke Avenue, Dogwood Avenue, Elmwood Avenue, Linwood Avenue, Boxwood Avenue, Maplwood Avenue, Bayberry
Road, First Street and Second Street.

WEEXAPAUG AREA:

Entire length of Weekapaug Road and Wawaloam Drive and Ninigret Avenue except designated scenic overlook.

WATCH HILL AREA:

Entire length of Ocean View Highway, Kanatuck Avenue, including public right-of-way running to beach; Niantic Avenue, including public right-of-way running to
beach; Everett Avenue, including public right-of-way running to beach; Ninnigret Avenue; Westerly Road.; Wauwinett Avenue; Larkin- Road; Bluff Avenue,
including public right-of-way to beach, samrtimes referred to as Shinkle Drive; and Meadow Lane.

The Director of Public Safety shall cause the aforementioned designated areas to be posted as Tow Zones.

SECTION 2. Any vehicle so parked in violation of this ordinance shall be removed by tow away method at the expense of the owner or person in charge of the
same at the order of any police officer of the Town of Westerly, and the owner or person in charge shall pay a penalty in the sum of $15.00 in addition to the tow away
charge and any storage charge thereon.

SECTION 3. Any monitary penalty provided hereunder may be paid at the office of the Chief of Police of the Town of Westerly within 24 hours of the time
when notice was attached to subject vehicle. The failure of .the owner or person in charge of such vehicle to pay any penalty hereunder shall subject such owner or person
in charge of such vehicle to a fine not exceeding $200.00.

SECTION 4. All motor vehicles ordered removed by row away shall be removed by a duly licensed tow vehicle anc record of storage location of the same
shall be filed at the office of the Chief of Police of the Town of Westerly.

SECTION 5: This ordinance shall be deemed to he in addition and supplementary and not in conflict with nor a repeal of prior or existing ordinances of this own
but shall be an additional provision for the regulation of traffic and parking in tow zones provided for herein.

SECTION 6. If any section, part of section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance shall be held to be unconstitutional or invalid, the remaining provision
hereupon shall nevertheless remain in full force.and effect.

SECTION 7. This ordinance is declared to be an emergency measure on the grounds of urgent public need for the preservation of health, safety, and welfare.

SECTION 8. The certified registration of any motor vehicle shall be primafacia evidence that the registered owner of the same had created any violation
hereunder.

SECTION 9. No authorized tow away vehicle operator shall release any vehicle removed for violation hereunder unless receipt from the office of the Chief of
Police or the Town or Westerly of payment of penalty is shown by the owner or person in charge of any vehicle so removed.

SECTION 10. This ordinance shall take effect upon it's passage.

Town Manager reported the filing of the sub-division plan of property of Manuel Lima, and recommended that the Counci assign house numbers to Lima Drive
as previously recommended by Department of Public Works.

Upon motion of Councilman Trovato duly seconded by Councilman Parise, it was

VOTED: That house numbers be assigned on Lima Drive as recommended by the Dept. Public Works and that the Clerk so notify the property owners of
such designation and other agencie concerned.

Communication is received from Gerard Nardone, Town Assessor fixing the tax rate at $53.00 per thousand, which is ore placed on file.

The Town Clerk announced that she has written the R.I. Tax Administrator for permission to set a tax rate in excess of $35.00 per thousand, which action is
ratified and confirmed.

The Town Solicitor rendered a verbal opinion on the request of Mrs. Ann Whitford for permission to operate Sunday Dances bt her establishment on Atlantic
Avenue, Misquamicut throughout the summer season with a 12 o'clock Midnight closing. He said that after making a thorough check it is his opinion that the Town council
has the power to license dances on Sundays except for establishments that are licensed Class B Victualers or Class B Taverns.

Attorney John Toscano is present on behalf of Mrs. Ann Whitford and urged the Council to render a decision favoring the granting of such license.

Town Manager Curry indicated that he hoped the Council would help to curtail extension in this area of live entertainment in order to change the image of the
Misquamicut Beach Area and return it to a family beach type of operation. He said that the beach is being monopolized by young age groups and that the older people are
being rejected. He also stated that no funds have been provided in this years budget for additional police protection which activity such as this would require.

Mr. Whitford is present and stated that the establishment provides police protection of three men on Fridays and four men on Saturdays and that they would
also provide police protection of three or four men on Sunday nights. He defended the total business operation of George-for-Teens.

Acting Chief Algiere stated that he has had no problem with this business establishment or its operations however Sunday Night Dancing would encourage
more young people in the area where now activity slows down on Sunday nights.

Councilman Trovato objects to the granting of such permission for Sunday activities stating that it would create a noise problem; that to remain open till 12
Midnight for the age group from 15 years on was not in his favor; that Westerly is trying to stop the flow of narcotics in the beach area and the Town of Westerly and said
that this would not help the situation.

Councilman Wills defended the business operation of George-for-Teens and stated that 51% of our total population in under 25 years of age; that Westerly has
granted Sunday operations to a Billiard Parlor and to a Bowling Alley, that we have an ordinance on the books which states that minors under 18 years must be
accompanied by a parent on the highways.

Acting Chief Algiere stated for the record that if dancing is permitted on Sundays it would infringe on the public safety and welfare of the Community.

After further discussion pro and con and upon motion of Councilman Parise duly seconded by Councilman Trovato, it was

VOTED: To cease further discussion of the subject matter and reserve decision till the next meeting of the Council.

Attorney Toscano urged for an immediate decision, stating that should the Council deny the request it would be an abuse of discretion.

Town Solicitor advised the Council that they could deny the granting of same if in their opinion it would create a health or safety problem.

Town Solicitor submitted a written opinion on Fort Road, Watch Hill known as Napatree Point and the Block Island Dock Rights-of-ways which is accepted
and ordered placed on file and the Clerk is directed to furnish copies to each Councilman and to the Chief of Police.

Upon motion of Councilman Trovato duly seconded by Councilman Wills, it was

VOTED: To accept the resignation of Joseph J. Parrilla as Tom Solicitor with regrets, and it wasPg.0178
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FURTHER VOTED: That Thomas J. Capalbo, Esquire, of Westerly Road, Bradford, be appointed Town Solicitor for the Town of Westerly effective June 13,
1970.

Conncil President Morris, and Councilman Trovato, Comolli and Wills commended Mr. Parrilla for his performance as Town Solicitor for the Town of
Westerly.

Council President Morris recommended the appointed of three new members to the Citizens Advisory Committee, and upon motion made by Councilman
Comolli duly seconded by Councilman Parise, it was

VOTED: That the following named be added to the Membership of the Citizens Advisory Committee;

John L. Sullivan                                                Quarry Road, Bradford
Suzanne D. Christy,                                          Riverview Road, Avondale
Rev. Robert L. French                                       24 George St.

Upon motion of Councilman Trovato duly seconded, it was

VOTED: To grant the following requests subject to the prior approval of the proper authorities:

Request of Benedict Pupillo, Chairman Mt. Carmel Celbbration For Procession and Fireworks at Franklin Field Sunday, July 19, 1970

Request of Charles J. Moore - Watch Hill Cabanas Fourth of July Weekend - Fireworks display

Request of John Kendzia and George Falcone - Director of Road Race and Advisory, respectively For Elks Road Race June 14, 197 0 at 7:30 P.M.

Upon motion of Councilman Wills, seconded by Councilman Comolli, it was

VOTED: That the following ordinance be adopted:

TOWN OF WESTERLY

Chapter 386

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION FOR GENERAL PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

The Town of Westerly hereby ordains the following

SECTION 1. That whereas the Town Manager has certified that there is available for appropriation revenue in excess of that estimated in the budget for the
fiscal year 1969-70, and that a supplemental appropriation in the amount of $5,000.00 from un-appropriated surplus is required to carry on the General Public Assistance
program of the Town of Westerly, that the said supplemental appropriation is necessary for the life and health of those dependent on said program; that the sum of
$5,000.00 be made available by supplemental appropriation for the purpose as aforesaid.

SECTION 2. The Town Treasurer la hereby authorized to make payment to said account for said purpose to the extent as herein authorized.

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage.

Upon motion of Councilman Parise duly seconded, it was

VOTED: To recess this meeting to Tuesday, June 16, 1970 at 8:00 o'clock P.M.

The Council recessed at 12:45 P.M.

Attest:

Council Clerk
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REGULAR MEETING WESTERLY TOWN COUNCIL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
TUESDAY MAY 28, 1991 7:30 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER

Present: President Iacoi
Councilors Cole, Federico, Douglas, Algiere, Azzinaro
T. Mgr. Pellegrino, T. Sol. Turo, Co. Clk. Giordano
T. Sgt. Romanella

Absent: Vice Pres. Hartford

INVOCATION - Councilor Azzinaro

SALUTE TO THE FLAG - Town Solicitor Turo

2. RECOGNITIONS, AWARDS & MEMORIALS

Motion made and duly Seconded to adopt the following resolutions, read aloud by Council Clerk:
(Voted Unanimously)

a. Commendation - George Kent, Community Service Award Recipient

b. Recognition - Marist Fathers

Father Poirier was present to accept the resolution and, on behalf of all the Marist Fathers,
extended appreciation to the Council.

3. CONSENT CALENDAR

Motion by Mr. Algiere, Seconded by Mr. Cole, that the following Consent Calendar be accepted and
approved as printed: (Voted Unanimously)

a. Acceptance of Minutes & License Board Minutes

Regular Meeting - 5/13/91

Special/Executive - 5/20/91

Committee of the Whole - 5/8/91

b. Tax Refunds, Additions & Corrections - none

c. Deletions from Referral List - none

Motion by Mr. Azzinaro, Seconded by Mr. Cole, to recess as a Council and sit as a Licensing Board.
(Voted Unanimously)

4. SITTING AS A LICENSING BOARD

a. Licenses & Permits

Motion by Mr. Federico, Seconded by Mr. Algiere, that the following Licenses & Permits be granted
subject to the prior approval of proper authorities: (Voted Unanimously)
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NEW LICENSES

Motion by Mr. Federico, Seconded by Mr. Cole, to ratify and confirm the action of the Town Clerk in
granting the following permit subject to the prior approval of proper authorities: (Voted Unanimously)

Photo Session

Bauer Publishing Company Napatree/Misq. Beaches

(5/21 & 5/23/91)

b. Liquor License Hearings

1. Transfer - Class B-Victualler (Tabled fr 5/13/91)

Fr: N.R. Corp
dba: Hilltop Cafe 87 Oak St

To: F & O Enterprises, Inc.
dba: Hilltop Café (same location)

Town Solicitor Turo informed the Council that the Robert Sammataro claim had been
withdrawn according to Attorney John Toscano.

Attorney Frederick Eckel was present representing the transferor and noted that the claims
from three liquor dealers were paid in full.

No one appeared in favor or in opposition.

Motion by Mr. Federico, Seconded by Mrs. Douglas, that the hearing be closed. (Voted Unanimously)

Motion by Mr. Federico, Seconded by Mrs. Douglas, that the aforesaid transfer be granted subject to
the prior approval of proper authorities, as well as payment in full of all taxes, water and sewer.
(Voted Unanimously)

c. Applications & Communications

1. Outside Entertainment

Colonial Theater
Westerly Shakespeare-In-The-Park Wilcox Park

(7/4 to 7/7/91 & 7/10 to 7/14/91)

Motion made and duly Seconded, that the aforesaid application be ordered advertised for public
hearing on June 10, 1991. (Voted Unanimously)

Motion by Mr. Federico, Seconded by Mr. Azzinaro, to recess as a Licensing Board and reconvene
as a Council. (Voted Unanimously)

RECONVENED AS COUNCIL

5. CITIZENS COMMENTS

a. Richard Antonelli, Executive Director of South County Mental Health was present noting that May
was "Mental Health Month" and recognized the Town of Westerly as one of the primary and founding
Towns of the Mental Health Center.
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Ann Consadine, President of the Mental Health Center was also in attendance and presented
a placque to the Town of Westerly, thanking the citizens for over 20 years of support.

b. Christine Muise, 32 Main St, B - re: 911 street numbers

Town Manager Pellegrino explained the problems arising with these 911 changes. He will
check the discrepancy of the numbers with the Director of Public Works and correct same.

c. William Sisco, Marion St - re: Bess Eaton Drive Thru at the corner of Oak and High Street

Town Manager Pellegrino stated that RIDOT did not find this matter to be in non-compliance.
He also stated that the Police have watched this area and have had concerns as to safety. The Town
Manager was directed to send correspondence to Bess Eaton regarding the Council's concerns.

d. Ken Federico, 10 Woodlund Ave - re: sewers on Smith Plat

A workshop was scheduled for June 19, 1991, at 7 p.m. to discuss this issue.

e. Robert J. Eusebio, 36 Woodlund Ave - re: dead end sewerage due to wetlands

f. Mike Ryan, 37 Woodlund Avenue - re: right-of-entry fee; Town Beach opening and new hours

Councilor Federico reflected on the Town Beach's operation for the first weekend. He
reported that it was a good weekend and that the new hours are satisfactory.

g. Councilor Algiere - re: condition of the former Bee Bee's Diary building

Town Manager Pellegrino stated that the Bank which owns same is currently in receivership.
He was directed to send correspondence to the receiver.

h. President Iacoi announced that the Town Council will be starting its summer schedule of meetings for
the 2nd Monday of June, July, August and September. He also announced that Congressman Jack
Reed will be in the Council Chambers on June 3, 1991, at 7:30 p.m. to hear citizens views and
concerns.

i. The Town Clerk, Town Solicitor and Town Manager were directed to review the present licensing
procedure for the purpose of restructuring same and establishing a licensing board by August or
September.

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS (Adv. on 4/29 & 5/20/91)

a. Petition - Abandonment of Althea Place

Attorney James DiPrete was present representing the Moore Company and recapped the
history of this matter. He requested that the abandonment of Althea Place be approved since it is no
longer used as a public roadway, but has become an extension of the parking lot.

No one appeared in favor or in opposition.

Motion by Mr. Federico, Seconded by Mr. Cole, that the hearing be closed. (Voted Unanimously)

Motion by Mr. Federico, Seconded by Mr. Cole, to approve the following Order of Abandonment:
(Voted Unanimously)

TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF WESTERLY, RHODE ISLAND
ORDER OF ABANDONMENT
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On February 25, 1991, a Petition was filed with the Town Council of the Town of Westerly
stating that the hereinafter described Althea Place, a public highway located in said Town has ceased
to be useful to the public and requesting that said Althea Place be abandoned.

Pursuant to the authority set forth in Title 24 Chapter 6 of the General Laws of Rhode Island
1956, as amended, notice of a public hearing on May 28, 1991 was given by publication in the
Westerly Sun on April 29, May 6, 13 and 20, 1991 and personal notice of said hearing was served on
owners of property abutting Althea Place.

A public hearing on the proposed abandonment was held before this Town Council on May
28, 1991 and after hearing thereon and due deliberation thereof it is hereby ordered and decreed as
follows:

1. That Althea Place described below has ceased to be useful to the public and the same is
hereby abandoned as a public highway.

2. Signs shall be placed at each end of Althea Place having thereon the words "Not a public
highway".

3. A copy of this Order shall be published in the Westerly Sun at least once each week for
three (3) successive weeks.

4. A copy of this Order shall be served on the owners of property abutting the abandoned
Althea Place.

DESCRIPTION

That certain tract or parcel of land known as Althea Place situated on the southerly side of
John Street in the Town of Westerly and State of Rhode Island, bounded and described as follows:

Beginning at a point in the southerly line of John Street, which point of beginning is 340.40
feet easterly as measured along the southerly line of John Street with the easterly line of Elm
Street;

thence turning an exterior angle of 90° 00′ 00″ and running southerly, a distance of 124.64
feet to a corner;

thence turning an exterior angle of 276° 37′ 00″ and running easterly, a distance of 40.27 feet
to a corner;

thence turning an exterior angle of 263° 23′ 00″ and running northerly, a distance of 120.00
feet to the southerly line of John Street, said last three courses bounding westerly, southerly
and easterly on the land of The Moore Company;

thence turning and running westerly along the southerly line of John Street, a distance of
40.00 feet to the point and place of beginning.

Containing by estimation 4,892 square feet of land, more or less.

b. Proposed Ordinance - "An Ordinance Establishing The Community Housing Resources Board"

Town Planner Hess was present and explained the aforesaid ordinance.

The following were present and spoke in favor of the ordinance: George Falcone, 12
Woodlund Ave; William Sisco, Marion St.

Firefox https://clerkshq.com/Content/Westerly-ri/council/1991/may28_91tc.htm

4 of 16 6/24/2022, 7:40 PM

Pg.0183

Oliver Allamby
Text Box
3/3/2026

Oliver Allamby
Received



Motion by Mr. Cole, Seconded by Mr. Azzinaro, that the hearing be closed. (Voted Unanimously)

Motion by Mr. Cole, Seconded by Mr. Azzinaro, to adopt the following ordinance: (Voted
Unanimously)

TOWN OF WESTERLY

CHAPTER 969

"AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE COMMUNITY HOUSING RESOURCES BOARD"

The Town of Westerly hereby ordains:

SECTION 1. Community Housing Resources Board

There shall be a Community Housing Resources Board for the Town whose organization, powers,
and duties shall be defined by ordinance. The Community Housing Resources Board is established
to encourage housing programs that are responsive to the Town's human's needs and in compliance
with federal and state laws on fair housing practices, and to promote the general welfare of the Town
of Westerly.

SECTION 2. MEMBERSHIP

The Community Housing Resources Board shall consist of five members, plus the Environmental
Coordinator/Town Planner, ex-officio. Three members shall be appointed by the Town Council for two
year terms, and two members shall be appointed by the Town Council for three year terms.

There shall be two auxiliary members(s) of the Community Housing Resources Board who shall be
appointed by the Town Council for a two year term. The auxiliary member(s) shall sit as an active
member when and if a member of the Board is unable to serve at a meeting or hearing, and shall
have the same voting rights, powers and duties of the absent member.

SECTION 3. ORGANIZATION

(a) Following the initial appointment, the Community Housing Resources Board shall organize by
electing a chairman, a vice-chairman, and a secretary from among its members. Members of the
Board shall serve without compensation but may be reimbursed out of appropriations for any
expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.

(b) The Board shall hold regularly scheduled meetings on a quarterly basis. Special meetings shall
be at the call of the chairman or at the request of two (2) of the Board members. Minutes of the
proceedings of all meetings shall be submitted to the Environmental Coordinator/Town Planner for
inclusion in the quarterly Community Development Block Grant program reports and placed on file in
the Town Clerk's Office.

SECTION 4. OBJECTIVES

The objectives of the Community Housing Resources Board are as follows:

(a) to enhance the image of the Town

(b) to promote awareness and voluntary compliance with civil rights laws dealing with fair housing
within the Town.

(c) to encourage readily available fair housing within the Town
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(d) to maximize communication between the representatives of the housing industry and minority
groups within the Town

(e) to assist residents of the Town who feel their rights to fair housing have been violated.

SECTION 5. DUTIES

(a) The Community Housing Resources Board shall assist the Planning Board in identifying the
location, quality, and character of housing within the Town, specifically for the purpose of
identifying various needs or programs for fair housing.

(b) The Board shall serve as an informational source on fair housing for residents of the Town.

(c) The Board shall assist residents of the Town in understanding their rights to fair housing and help
them contact the appropriate regulatory agencies in pursuing their rights to fair housing within the
Town.

(d) The Board shall work with area housing industry representatives to encourage that fair housing
measures are used in the sale, rental, or transfer of real estate within the Town.

(e) The Board shall assist the Town's Community Development Block Grant Program with the
implementation of mandatory fair housing measures to ensure the Town's future eligibility for the
community Development Block Grant Program.

SECTION 6. This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage.

c. Proposed Ordinance - "An Ordinance In Amendment Of Chapter 6 Of The Town Of Westerly Entitled
'Buildings And Structures'"

Town Manager Pellegrino explained the aforesaid ordinance which increases fees for permits
and noted that the Towns used as comparisons for construction of residential and commercial
buildings were Charlestown, East Greenwich, Narragansett, Portsmouth and South Kingstown. In
most instances, the fees proposed in this ordinance were less than all of these communities on an
average.

No one appeared in favor or in opposition.

Motion by Mr. Cole, Seconded by Mr. Federico, that the hearing be closed. (Voted Unanimously)

Motion by Mr. Cole, Seconded by Mr. Federico, to adopt the following ordinance effective June 1,
1991: (Voted Unanimously)

TOWN OF WESTERLY

CHAPTER 970

"AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 6 OF THE TOWN OF WESTERLY ENTITLED
'BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES'"

The Town of Westerly hereby ordains:

Section 1. Section 6-23 "Fees" of the Code of Ordinances of the Town is hereby amended as
follows:

Sec. 6-23 Fees.
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A schedule of fees for all permits necessary in compliance with the aforementioned codes is
hereby established as follows and any other schedule of fees inconsistent herewith is hereby
specifically amended:

(a) Construction or alteration of building or structure. For a permit for the construction or alteration of
a building or structure, the fee shall be computed on the square feet of the structure and shall be
as follows:

Four dollars ($4.00) per $1,000.00 of construction cost or fraction thereof, to no limit.

(b) Plumbing. Fifteen dollars ($15.00) for a maximum of five (5) fixtures plus four dollars ($4.00) for
each additional fixture.

(c) Mechanical. Twenty-five dollars per unit for residential installations, forty dollars ($40.00) flat fee
up to $3,000.00 installation cost, plus four dollars ($4.00) per thousand to no limit for commercial,
manufacturing and all other installations.

(d) Electrical. Twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per unit-wiring, and twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per unit-
heat for residential installations, forty-five dollars ($45.00) flat fee up to $3,000.00 installation
cost, plus $4.00 per thousand to no limit for commercial manufacturing and all other installations.

(e) Demolition. The fee for demolition for residential work shall be fifteen dollars ($15.00). The fee for
demolition of commercial, industrial, public and other work shall be forty dollars ($40.00) for each
ten (10) feet in height of such building or structure.

(f) Certificate of Occupancy Inspections.

One inspection - no charge, any additional inspections-twenty dollars ($20.00).

(g) Refunds. In case of abandonment or discontinuance, the cost of the work performed under a
permit may be estimated, an adjustment of the fee made and the portion of the fee for
uncompleted work returned to the permit holder, provided that no refund of a prescribed minimum
fee shall be made. If such discontinuance is due to revocation of a permit, a similar adjustment
and return may be made; provided that no refund shall be made until all penalties incurred or
imposed by due authority have been collected. After such a refund has been made no work shall
be resumed until a new application has been made and a new permit has been issued.

No permit as required by the building code shall be issued until the fee prescribed in this
article shall have been paid. Nor shall an amendment to a permit be approved until the additional
fee, if any, due to an increase in the estimated cost of the building or structure, shall have been
paid.

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect June 1, 1991.

d. Proposed Ordinance - "An Ordinance In Amendment Of Chapter 1 Of The Westerly Code Of
Ordinances Entitled 'General Provisions'"

Town Solicitor Turo explained that the ordinance raises the fine to $500.00 for violation of
Town ordinances and imprisonment of not more than 30 days, which reflects the State Law and puts
Westerly's ordinance in line with other communities in the State.

The following were present and objected to the aforesaid ordinance: Roger Hall, 50 Shore
Rd; Frank Turano, 14 Shore Rd; Quentin DeSimone, 146 Beach St; William Sisco, Marion St.

No one appeared in favor.
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Regarding possible violations of Town ordinances, Councilor Douglas suggested that an
Executive Session be held to discuss issues that have surfaced involving Minimum Housing, Sealer
of Weights and Measures, etc.

Motion by Mr. Algiere, Seconded by Mr. Azzinaro, that the hearing be closed. (Voted Unanimously)

Motion by Mr. Cole, Seconded by Mr. Azzinaro, to adopt the following ordinance: (Voted
Unanimously)

TOWN OF WESTERLY

CHAPTER 971

"AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 1 OF THE WESTERLY CODE OF
ORDINANCES ENTITLED 'GENERAL PROVISIONS'"

The Town of Westerly hereby ordains:

Section 1. Section 8 of Chapter 1 of the Westerly Code of Ordinances entitled, "General Penalty;
containing violations; nuisance abatement" is hereby amended as follows:

Section 1-8. General Penalty; containing violations; nuisance abatement.

(a) Whenever in this Code or in any ordinance or resolution of the town, any act is prohibited
or is made or declared to be unlawful or an offense, or whenever in such Code, ordinance or
resolution the doing of any act is required or the failure to do any act is declared to be unlawful or an
offense, where no specific penalty limit is provided therefore, by law or ordinance, the violation of any
such provision of this Code or any such ordinance or resolution shall be punished by a fine of not
more than five hundred ($500.00) or by imprisonment of not more than thirty (30) days. Each day any
violation of this Code or of any such ordinance or resolution shall continue shall constitute a separate
offense.

(b) In addition to the penalty hereinabove provided, any condition caused or permitted to
exist in violation of any of the provisions of this Code or any such ordinance or resolution shall be
deemed a public nuisance and may be, by the town, abated as provided by law, and each day that
such condition continues shall be regarded as a new and separate offense.

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage.

e. Proposed Ordinances - re: Larkin Road

(a) "An Ordinance Designating Parking For Residents Only In Watch Hill - Sticker Required"

(b) "An Ordinance Amending Chapter 917 Of The Westerly Code Of Ordinances Entitled 'Traffic'"

(c) "An Ordinance Amending Chapter 24-94 Of The Westerly Code of Ordinances Entitled
'Parking Prohibited Or Restricted In Designated Areas'"

The aforesaid ordinances, which are a related issue, were addressed under one public
hearing.

Letters of objection were filed by Harold Edmond, 10 Meadow Ln; Stephanie and William
Hayes, 2 Larkin Rd; Suzanne G. MacLear, Larkin Rd; William and Lorine Vogt, Larkin Rd; Hope Starr
Lloyd, Larkin Rd.

Councilor Douglas introduced and explained the history of the aforesaid ordinances. She
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noted that the Chief of Police and Chamber of Commerce both favored additional parking at Watch
Hill when the ordinances were previously introduced. Mrs. Douglas also submitted a petition with 254
names and 46 others in favor of these ordinances, which petition was entered it into the records of
this public hearing.

The following were present and spoke in favor of the ordinances: James Stillman of the
Chestnut Tenants Association; William Sisco, 2 Marion St; Michael Feldbaur, Wompaug Rd; Paul
Misisco, Ward Ave; Roger Hall, 50 Shore Rd.

The following were present and objected to the ordinances: Robert Brockmann, Wauwinnett
Ave; Attorney Victor Orsinger, on behalf of Richard and Elizabeth Sayer, Larkin Rd; Andrew Gagarin,
4 Lighthouse Rd; George Smith, 2 Arraquat Rd; John Daukas, Ocean View Highway; Nancy Fry, 5
Sunset Ave; Kathleen Fullerton, Everett Ave; Diane Fonda, 2 Kidds Way.

Motion by Mr. Federico, Seconded by Mr. Cole, that the hearing be closed. (Voted Unanimously)

Chief of Police Champlin was present and reported that over the Memorial Day weekend the
Police Department had 24,000 service calls, which was an increase of 30% over the last 5 years,
with the same amount of staff. His main concern is Misquamicut Beach, since most complaints are
generated from there, and more enforcement is required in that area. He noted that there will be strict
enforcement of the tow zones on Larkin Road if so required.

Councilor Cole read a statement from the Chief of Police dated April 20, 1991, favoring
additional parking in Watch Hill, and Chief Champlin remarked that he stands firmly behind this
statement.

Councilor Algiere endorsed the additional parking concepts in Watch Hill, but added that tow
zones must be enforced, and the safety issue, handicap parking and penalties must be addressed.

A lengthy discussion was held.

Town Manager Pellegrino was directed to devise stickers for these parking spaces by June
15, 1991.

Motion by Mr. Cole, Seconded by Mr. Azzinaro, to amend Section 4 of the first ordinance to read
"Any vehicle parked on Larkin Road without a parking permit as herein provided". (Voted
Unanimously)

Motion by Mr. Cole, Seconded by Mrs. Douglas, to adopt the following ordinances as amended:
(Voted Unanimously)

TOWN OF WESTERLY

CHAPTER 972

"AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING PARKING FOR RESIDENTS ONLY IN WATCH HILL -
STICKER REQUIRED"

The Town of Westerly hereby ordains:

SECTION 1. Two hour parking for Westerly residents only shall be permitted on Larkin
Road, northerly side from a point fifty (50) feet southeasterly of the intersection of Larkin Road and
Bay Street to a point thirty (30) feet westerly of the intersection of Larkin Road and Lighthouse Road.

SECTION 2. Any resident of the Town of Westerly, upon presenting satisfactory proof
thereof, may obtain a parking permit which shall be available in the Town Clerk's Office.
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SECTION 3. The Director of Public Works shall cause the designated areas on Larkin Road
to be posted as a two-hour parking zone - resident permit required.

SECTION 4. Any vehicle parked on Larkin Road without a parking permit as herein provided
shall be towed at the owner's expense.

SECTION 5. This ordinance shall take effect upon passage.

TOWN OF WESTERLY

CHAPTER 973

"AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 917 OF THE WESTERLY CODE OF ORDINANCES
ENTITLED 'TRAFFIC'"

The Town of Westerly hereby ordains:

Section 1. Section 24-95 of the Westerly Code of Ordinances entitled "Tow Zones - Described" is
hereby amended as follows:

Sec. 24-95. Tow zones a Described.

The following highways and public lands located in the Town are designated as lands on
which the parking of motor vehicles of any description is prohibited, and as tow zones:

* * * *

(c) Watch Hill area: Entire length of Avondale Road in the village of Avondale; entire length of
Ocean View Highway and Manatuck Avenue, including public right-of-way running to the
beach; Niantic Avenue, including public right-of-way running to beach; Everett Avenue,
including public right-of-way running to beach; Ninigret Avenue; Westerly Road; Wauwinnet
Avenue; southerly side of Larkin Road; Bluff Avenue, including public right-of-way to beach,
sometimes referred to as Shinkle Drive; Meadow Lane; Noank Avenue; Neowam Avenue;
Pawcatuck Avenue; Misquamicut Road; Browning Road; Massachauge Road; West Ridge
Road; Aquidneck Avenue; Pautipaug Way and Plimpton Road.

* * * *

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect upon passage.

TOWN OF WESTERLY

CHAPTER 974

"AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 24-94 OF THE WESTERLY CODE OF ORDINANCES
ENTITLED 'PARKING PROHIBITED OR RESTRICTED IN DESIGNATED AREAS'"

The Town of Westerly hereby ordains:

SECTION 1. Section 24-94 of the Westerly Code of Ordinances is hereby amended as
follows:

Sec. 24-94. Parking prohibited or restricted in designated areas.

It shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to park the same at any time where parking
is prohibited, or during any time when parking is restricted, or for any one consecutive period of time
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longer than specified, on any of the following streets or parts thereof:

(a) No parking:

* * * *

Larkin Road, between the intersecting point of Larkin Road and Bay Street and a point fifty
(50) feet southeasterly from said intersecting point, southerly side.

* * * *

(c) Two hours (providing parking is permitted):

High Street, Broad Street, Main Street, Union Street, Railroad Avenue, Canal Street, Bay
Street in Watch Hill and Larkin Road in Watch Hill (northerly side, resident permit required) where
designated by the Director of Public Safety.

SECTION 2. This ordinance shall take effect upon passage.

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

None

8. NEW BUSINESS

a. FY 1991-92 Budget as finally certified by the Town Clerk on May 24, 1991, as amended by the
results of the May 14, 1991 Referendum, to be accepted and ordered recorded in the minutes of May
28, 1991, by the Town Council.

Motion by Mr. Federico, Seconded by Mrs. Douglas, that the 1991-92 Budget, as certified by the
Town Clerk, be accepted and recorded as follows: (Voted Unanimously)

1991-92 BUDGET

RECEIPTS, APPROPRIATIONS AND RESOLUTIONS
APPROPRIATION OF BUDGET AND DISBURSEMENT

(1) RESOLVED: Subject to the conditions, limitations and restrictions contained, the
following sums hereinafter stated are hereby appropriated as provided by law to be expended during
the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 1991 and ending June 30, 1992 for the functions, activities, and
objects hereinafter stated and the Town Finance Director is hereby authorized and directed to
disburse such portions thereof as may be from time to time required upon receipt by him of proper
voucher duly authenticated.

REVENUE

(2) RESOLVED: That all funds received by the Town Finance Director and Tax Collector
from whatever sources shall be deposited intact by said Town Finance Director and Tax Collector;
and that said Town Finance Director and Tax Collector are fully authorized and directed to make said
deposits as aforementioned.

EXTENT OF EXPENDITURE

(3) RESOLVED: That no municipal department, agency, commission, committee official, or
town employee shall make or incur any obligation or expenditure of money not within its
appropriation herein made except as provided by law.
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BUDGET RESOLUTION

(4) RESOLVED:

RECEIPTS OR REVENUES

(5) RESOLVED: That there will be no further tax exemptions granted by the Town to any
organization that does not meet one of the following criteria:

( ) Non-profit education institutions;

( ) Religious real and personal property used for worship or parish house or rectory purposes;

( ) Real or personal property used for housing non-profit medical services and ancillary purposes;

( ) Open membership community service organizations;

( ) Manufacturers and/or commercial pursuant to Chapter 825.

TAX RESOLUTION

(6) RESOLVED: That the assessment and collection of a tax be made on the ratable real
estate, motor vehicles and tangible personal property in the Town of Westerly for the Fiscal Year July
1, 1991 through June 30, 1992 in a sum not less than $21,688,123 nor more than $21,988,123. Said
tax is for ordinary expenses and charges for the payment of interest and indebtedness in whole or in
part of said Town, and for other purposes authorized by law. The Town Assessor shall assess and
apportion said tax on inhabitants and ratable property of said Town as of the 31st day of December,
A.D., 1991 at twelve o'clock midnight, according to law and shall, on completion of said assessment,
date, certify and sign the same and deliver to and deposit the same in the office of the Town Clerk on
or before the 15th day of June, A.D., 1991. The Town Clerk, upon receipt of said assessment shall
forthwith make a copy of the same and deliver it to the Town Finance Director, who shall forthwith
issue and affix to said copy, a warrant under his hand, directed to the Collector of Taxes of said
Town, commanding her to proceed and collect said tax of the persons and estates liable therefore.
Said tax shall be due and payable on or between the 15th day of July and the 31st day of July, A.D.
1991 and all taxes remaining unpaid on said last named day shall carry until collected a penalty at
the rate of twelve percent per annum or otherwise provided by law, upon such unpaid tax and
accrued interest; provided, however, as follows:

Said tax may be paid in quarterly installments, the first installment of the twenty-five per
centrum (25%) on or before the 31st day of July, A.D. 1991 and the remaining installments as
follows:

25 percent on or before the 31st day of October, A.D. 1991

25 percent on or before the 31st day of January, A.D. 1992

25 percent on or before the 30th day of April, A.D. 1992

Each installment of taxes, if paid on or before the last day of each installment period
successively and in order, shall be free from any charge for interest.

Installment periods are the months of July, October, January, and April. When the last day of
an installment period falls on a weekend, then the following Monday will be considered the last day.

If the first installment or any succeeding installment of taxes is not paid by the last day of the
respective installment period or periods, as they occur, then the whole tax or remaining unpaid
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balance of the tax, as the case may be, shall immediately become due and payable and shall carry
until collected a penalty at the rate of twelve (12%) percent per annum or otherwise as provided by
law; provided, however, that any taxpayer who has forfeited the right to quarterly installment
payments because of late payment of installments shall regain their right to quarter-ly installments for
the balance of the Fiscal Year if installments for the balance of the Fiscal Year if installment and
interest due is paid in full.

The above quarterly payment of said tax shall not apply to any tax levied in an amount not in
excess of fifty ($100.00) dollars, in which case such tax shall be payable in full between the 15th day
of July and the 31st day of July, A.D., 1991, and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Collector of Taxes shall collect, and pay into the Town's
treasury as the same is collected, the tax this day ordered.

EDUCATION ACCOUNT

(7) RESOLVED: That the amount hereby appropriated under the heading of education shall
be reduced by the amount of all sums received from the State of Rhode Island for the support of
public schools and by all sums directed to be paid to the school fund in accordance with the
provisions of the General Laws of 1955 as amended, and by all sums received for tuition and other
fees and receipts, except those fees and tuitions collected by the School Committee in connection
with a self-contained summer school program, and the rental fees for school property, and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED: That any additional monies received from State-Aid-to-Education
(operating) above the $3,878,149 included hereinbefore be used to reduce the tax levy if fiscal
conditions warrant such an adjustment, and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED: That any declared surplus, over and above the estimated budget
surplus, at the Town Manager's discretion with approval of Town Council be applied to reduce the tax
levy. In the event that the Town of Westerly receives additional State Aid as a result of an action of
the 1991 General Assembly; the Town Manager is hereby authorized to increase the State Aid
Revenues which will result in a reduction of the funds to be raised by taxes but no case later than
June 15th.

(8) RESOLVED: That in recognition of the 5.5% property tax cap legislation, Chapter 44-5-2
(C) (3) of the General Laws of the State of Rhode Island, the Town Manager is directed to notify the
Auditor General that the tax rate decreased 8.1%. The Town of Westerly's tax rate will be $9.97 for
Real Estate and Personal Property and $24.00 for Motor Vehicles, as proposed

HONOR ROLL FUND

(9) RESOLVED: That any expenditures from said Honor Roll Fund be made only at the
direction and approval of the Town Council.

REFUND OF TAXES

(10) RESOLVED: That the Town Finance Director, upon approval of the Town Assessor
and Town Manager, make payment as a refund of any taxes assessed or overpaid in error.

VOSE TRUST

(11) RESOLVED: That an amount of $1,800 of the income from the Vose Trust be
expended pursuant to the terms of said Trust at the discretion of the School Committee.

AGREEMENTS WITH AGENCIES

Firefox https://clerkshq.com/Content/Westerly-ri/council/1991/may28_91tc.htm

13 of 16 6/24/2022, 7:40 PM

Pg.0192

Oliver Allamby
Text Box
3/3/2026

Oliver Allamby
Received



(12) RESOLVED: That the Town Manager is hereby authorized to enter into agreements
with those outside agencies which receive appropriations from the Town.

FINANCE DIRECTOR CONTROLS DISBURSEMENTS

(13) RESOLVED: That in accord with Section 7-1-4 of the Town Charter the Finance
Director shall have administrative control over the manner and method of accounting of funds by the
Recreation Board and the Town Beach Operation in cooperation with the Town Manager and Director
of Public Works with reports due by October 1.

(14) RESOLVED: Those employees who previously were members of Local #15 and have
been promoted to a position outside of the bargaining unit shall be eligible to enter into an
Administrative Pension Fund designated by the Town Manager and the Town Council. The Town's
contribution shall be the equivalent of the contribution previously made on their behalf to the Union
Fund, but in no case less than the contribution level of 6% and no more than 10% of salary. This fund
shall be owned by the Town of Westerly.

(15) RESOLVED: That all lease/purchase arrangements approved under this budget and
authorized by the Town Council in accordance with Section 3-1-9(b) of the Town Charter which
provides for the making of any contract or lease providing for payments beyond the end of the Fiscal
Year are hereby approved and that contracts or leases approved beyond the Fiscal Year not currently
budgeted can be approved by ordinance at any time during the Fiscal Year or anticipated as part of
this budget.

RATIFICATION AND CONFIRMATION RESOLUTION

(16) RESOLVED: That all votes and resolutions of prior Town Meetings and Town Fiscal
Affairs Meetings as amended by Fiscal Affairs Meeting are hereby ratified, confirmed, and continued
in force and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED: That any of the aforementioned resolutions shall continue in effect
until repealed or amended without limiting the foregoing rule and practices as to assessment,
collection, compromise and rebate of taxes under current tax and votes are so ratified, confirmed and
continued in force.

b. Resolution Authorizing The Acquisition Of Land Providing Aquifer Protection

Motion by Mr. Algiere, Seconded by Mr. Azzinaro, to adopt the following resolution: (Voted
Unanimously)

WHEREAS, the Town of Westerly Water Department operates well field production sites
throughout the Town's water district; and

WHEREAS, the Bradford Well Site requires a 400 foot radius protecting each well production
site, in accordance with State of Rhode Island, Department of Health Regulations; and

WHEREAS, the property identified for acquisition is presently owned by Capalbo Properties,
Limited of Westerly; now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED: That the Town Manager is hereby authorized to enter into a purchase
agreement with Capalbo Properties, Limited in an amount not to exceed $85,000.00.

Motion by Mrs. Douglas, Seconded by Mr. Azzinaro, that the following ordinances be ordered
advertised for public hearing on June 10, 1991. (Voted Unanimously)
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c. Proposed Ordinance - "An Ordinance In Amendment Of Chapter 17 Of The Westerly Code Of
Ordinances Entitled, 'Licenses, Permits, Regulations'" (indoor entertainment)

d. Proposed Ordinance - "An Ordinance In Amendment Of Section I Of Chapter 23, Providing For
Increased Tax Exemptions For Qualifying Elderly Or Disabled Persons"

e. Proposed Ordinance - "An Ordinance In Amendment Of Chapter 23-8 The Westerly Code Of
Ordinances Entitled: 'Exemption From Taxation Of Qualified Veterans And Gold Star Parents'"

f. Proposed Ordinance - "An Ordinance Relating To Property Tax And Establishing Property Tax
Classification"

9. COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS

a. Town Council - 5/20/91, 5/28/91

b. Town Manager - 5/20/91, 5/28/91

1. Item #8 5/28/91 - re: Well Field #2 - Town Manager Pellegrino stated that he has received
confirmation from the RI Department of Health that this well field can be put into production.

2. Yard Sale signs - Applications for same will request that signs must be removed from poles within
24 hours after sale.

3. Review speed signs along paralleled streets off of Atlantic Ave.

c. Town Solicitor

1. Re: Noise Ordinance - Town Solicitor Turo noted that a segment of the ordinance was omitted
from the ad and said omission will be advertised.

d. Town Clerk - 5/20/91, 5/28/91

1. Item #1 5/28/91 - re: legislative package - correspondence will be sent in support of this matter.

2. Item #6 5/28/91 - re: Southeastern Connecticut Economic Development Board - President Iacoi
recommended that a resolution requesting Westerly's membership on same be placed on the
June 10, 1991, Regular Meeting.

e. Committee of the Whole

President Iacoi announced that a Committee of the Whole workshop is scheduled for
Thursday, June 6, 1991, at 7:30 p.m. to discuss the Water and Sewer Budget and PSG.

f. Liaison Reports

Appointments - Councilor Cole

Motion by Mr. Cole, that the following be appointed to the Advisory Charter Revision Commission:
(Voted Unanimously)

ADVISORY CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION

Robert L. Turo, 190 Winnapaug Rd, expiring 4/1996

Dominic Difazio, 51 Pierce St, expiring 4/1996
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Kenneth J. Perrone, 26 Pickering Dr, expiring 4/1995

Christopher E. Luppe, 21 Milrose Ave, expiring 4/1995

Michael B. Feldbauer, 7 Wompag Rd, expiring 4/1994

Robert Anio Warner, 56 Park Ave, expiring 4/1994

Mary Jane DiMaio, Windward Dr, expiring 4/1993

William J. Wholean, 7 Grieg Rd, expiring 4/1993

Eugene W. McKenna, 19 Park Ave, expiring 4/1992

Councilor Cole read the list of goals and objectives to be accomplished by said Commission.

10. ADJOURNMENT

11:20 P.M. Voted Unanimously to adjourn.

ATTEST:

Donna L. Giordano

Council Clerk

Published by ClerkBase
©2022 by Clerkbase. No Claim to Original Government Works.
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At a Regular Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Westerly, R.I., held this 29th day of May, A.D. 1973 at 8:00 o'clock P.M.
 

Richard D. Comolli, Arthur E. Wills, Frank J. Capizzano, Charles J. Moore, Joseph P. Brancato, Donald E. Hayes and Joseph Vetelino, all
members being present.

 
Town Solicitor Joseph J. Parrilla being present.
 
Town Manager Eugene F. Gervasini being present.
 
Invocation is delivered by Councilman Brancato.
 

A Public Hearing is held at 8:15 o'clock P.M. on the Proposed Ordinance introduced by Councilman Brancato entitled AN ORDINANCE IN
AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 24 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF WESTERLY, ENTITLED "TRAFFIC", which was
advertised in The Westerly Sun on May 21, 1973 for hearing at this time. Said Proposed Ordinance was read aloud by the Clerk.

 
Council President Comolli explained the provisions of the Ordinance to include additional streets in the Watch Hill Area in the Tow Zone

Area.
 
No person appearing to object, the hearing is declared closed.
 
Upon motion of Councilman Moore seconded by Councilman Capizzano, it was
 
VOTED: To adopt the following Ordinance:
 

TOWN OF WESTERLY
 

CHAPTER 430
 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 24 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF WESTERLY, ENTITLED "TRAFFIC".
 

The Town of Westerly hereby ordains the following:
 
Section 1. That Section 24-95 entitled "Tow Zones - Described" of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Westerly, subsection (c)

entitled "Watch Hill Area" is hereby amended as follows:
 

(c) Watch Hill Area: Entire length of Ocean View Highway, Manatuck Avenue, including public right-of-way running to beach; Niantic Avenue,
including public right-of-way running to beach; Everett Avenue, including public right-of-way running to beach; Ninigret Avenue; Westerly Road;
Wauwinnet Avenue; Larkin Road; Bluff Avenue, including public right-of-way to beach, sometimes referred to as Shinkle Drive, Meadow Lane, Noank
Avenue, Neowam Avenue, Pawcatuck Avenue, Misquamicut Road, Browning Road, Massachauge Road, West Ridge Road, Aquidneck Avenue,
Pautipaug Way, and Plimpton Road.

 
Section 2. This Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage.
 
The Council recessed at this time to sit as a Licensing Board for an 8:30 o'clock Hearing.
 
The Council reconvened at 8:40 o'clock P.M.
 
Mr. Roy W. Richards of 41 Sherwood Drive, Westerly, President of the Westerly Little League, is present and asked to be heard. He

asked that the Council consider the development of a Little League Field Franklin Field to accomodate approximately 400 boys. He stated that the
present league has to be split into (2) Leagues by 1974 and stated that there is no field available, and that plans should be made to get a field in
readiness by leveling and seeding this year for use for spring of 1974.

 
Town Manager Gervasini stated that the Finance Board has been conducting hearings on allocation of funds from Revenue Sharing and

he thought that they would be recommending $2200 for a Recreational Field.
 
Council President Comolli requested the Manager to see to it that the field be leveled and seeded this year and report back to the Council

at its next meeting.
 
A Public Hearing is held at 9 o'clock P.M. on the proposed ordinance introduced by Councilman Hayes, entitled AN ORDINANCE IN

AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 22, ENTITLED "ZONING" AS AMENDED which was advertised in The Westerly Sun on May 8-15 and 22, 1973 for
hearing at this time. Said proposed ordinance in summary form was read aloud by the Clerk.

 
Written communication is received from Donald J. Fallon, Executive Vice President of R.I. Association of Insurance Agents, strongly

urging the Council to support said proposal.
 
Written recommendation is received from the Westerly Planning Board indicating their acceptance of the proposed ordinance in its

entirety.
 
Council President Comolli called upon Mr. Robert Writenhour Technical Planner for Westerly of the R.I. Dept. of Community Affairs, to

further explain the need for this Ordinance.
 
Mr. Whritenhour stated that this amendment to the Zoning Code is long overdue; that the Town of Westerly has already written $6 Million

Dollars of insurance under the Flood Insurance Program, and in order to remain eligible, we must meet HUD requirements. The proposal established
two zones, a Flood Hazard Zone along the ocean floor and a flood zone; these zones sit over existing districts, and all normal regulations apply; the
present W-1, W-2, W-3 Districts are consolidated into one W-1 District; and that the amount of Insurance issued in Westerly under this program
represents approximately 25% of the insurance sold in the State of R.I.

 
Mr. Frank Turano of Shore Road, Westerly and a Representative of the R.I.D.C.A. is present and favored the proposed ordinance.
 
Harold B. Soloveitzik, Esquire, of 13 Pleasant Street, is present and objected to the proposal, not as to theory, but to the stereotype rules.

He cited lots of 50 foot width in the Misquamicut area plotted in 1909 where homes have been built; where there is no room for new development;
proposal calls for lot width of 80 feet he claimed that you can't adopt and make it effective; that the proposal should be based on existing conditions
on the s/s of Atlantic Avenue; he said a building line was established when land was first developed in this area and realined after the hurricane and if
the buildings are wiped out from flooding under this proposal, new homes would be behind existing buildings.
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No other person appearing to object, the hearing is declared closed.
 
Upon motion of Councilman Moore, seconded by Councilman Hayes, It was
 
VOTED: To adopt the following ordinance:
 

TOWN OF WESTERLY
 

Chapter 431
 

An Ordinance In Amendment of Chapter 22, Entitled "Zoning" as Amended The Town of Westerly hereby ordains the following:
 
Section 1 That Chapter 266, Section V, as amended, and Appendix A Zoning Regulations of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of

Westerly, entitled "Waterfront Areas"; and the Zoning Map which is a part of Chapter 266, as amended, and Appendix B Zoning Map Amendments of
said Code, is hereby amended as follows:

 
SEC. V AREAS HAVING SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARDS

 
1. Finding of Facts
 

a. Flood Loses Resulting From Periodic Inundation
 
The flood hazard areas of Westerly, Rhode Island are subject to periodic inundation which results in loss of life and property, health and
safety hazards, disruption of commerce and governmental services, extra-ordinary public expenditures for flood protection and relief and
impairment of the tax base, all of which adversely affect the public health, safety and general welfare.
 

b. General Causes of These Flood Loses
 
These flood loses are caused by (1) the cumulative effect of obstructions in flood heights and velocities; (2) the occupancy of flood-
hazard areas by uses vulnerable to floods or hazardous to other lands which, are inadequately elevated or otherwise protected from flood
damages.
 

c. Methods Used To Analyze Flood Hazards
 
Flood Plain Regulations contained in this ordinance are based upon a reasonable method of analyzing flood hazards.
 
1) Hydrology and Zones Involved
 

Stage frequency relationships were developed, by the Army corps of Engineers, in connections with a report on Hurricane-Tidal
flooding prepared in 1965-The Town of Westerly occupies portions of two of these reaches. The tidal-portion of the Pawcatuck River,
from the mouth upstream to bridge road, is designated as Reach 1. In this Reach, the area between the waters edge and the 100-
year flood line, base flood elevation 12.0 feet MSL, is designated zone A, and the area between the 100-year flood line and the SPH 1]
elevation, 16.5 feet MSL, zone B. Reach 2 comprises the coastal area along Block Island Sound. The 100-year, (base flood) and SPH
elevations of 12.4 feet and 15-9 feet MSL, respectively, set the limits for zones A and 3. Because of the nature of much of the
topography, the small verticle difference between 100-year and SPH elevations and the scale of maps used by the Army Corps of
Engineers it was not always possible to show Zone P. In Reach 1 and 2 all Zone B areas are included as A Zones.
 

1) Standard Project Hurricane
 

The entire shorefront along Block Island Sound is considered a high hazard with velocity area and is designated zone V.
 
Regulatory flood-protection elevation, i.e. elevation, below which is a flood hazard, have been determine with consideration to the 100-year
flood line and not the 400 year SPH flood line. This is consistent with HUD regulations for issuance of flood insurance. Such base flood
elevation lines have been set at 14.0 feet above the mean sea level for both Reach 1 and Reach 2 areas. Establishment of a regulatory flood-
protection elevation at a point one or two feet higher than the elevation of the 100-year flood shown by the stage frequency curve tends to
compensate for the many unknown factors that could contribute to flood heights greater than the 100-year flood shown by the stage
frequency curve, such as wave action, ice jams, bridge and floodway obstructions from debris, and the hydrological effects of urbanization of
the watershed.
 

2)  Stage Frequency Curves
 
Stare frequency curves used in determining the elevations are shown on Plates 1 and 2 which are hereby made part of this ordinance and
are to be attached to the FIA Flood Hazard Boundary Maps.
 

3) Elevation-Frequency Data
 
 
 
 

FREQUENCY ELEVATIONS IN FEET MSL

IN YEARS Reach 1 Reach 2
10 7.6 7.7
25 9.0 9.3
100 12.00 12.4
500 16.5 15.9
foot difference   
between 10 and 100 yr. 4.4 4.7

 
2. Purpose and Objectives
 

a Control Flood Plain Uses such as fill, dumping, storage of materials, structure, buildings, and any other works which acting alone or in
combination with other existing or future uses which will cause damaging flood heights and velocities by obstructing flows and reducing
valley storage.
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b. Protect human life and health.
 

c. Minimize public and private property damage.
 

d. Protect Individuals from buying lands and structures which are unsuited for intended purposes because of flood hazards.
 

e. Minimize surface and ground-water pollution which will affect human, animal or plant life.
 

f. Control development which will, when acting alone or in combination with similar developments, create an unjustified demand for public
investment in flood-control works by requiring that uses vulnerable to floods, including public facilities which serve such uses, shall be
protected against flood damage at the time of initial construction.
 

g. Control development which will, when acting alone or in combination with similar development, cause flood losses if public streets, sewer,
water and other utilities must be extended below the flood level to serve the development.
 

h. Control development which will, when acting alone or in combination with similar development, create an additional burden to the public to
pay the costs of rescue, relief, emergency preparedness measures, sandbagging, pumping and temporary dikes or levees.
 

i. Control development which will, when acting alone or in combination with similar development, create an additional burden to the public for
business Interruptions, factory closings, disruption of transportation routes, interference with utility services, and other factors that
result in loss of wages, sales, production and tax writoffs.
 

j. Provide for public awareness of the flood potential.
 

k. Help maintain a stable tax base by the preservation or enchancement of property values for future flood-plain development. In addition,
development of future flood-blight areas on flood plains will be minimized and property values and the tax base adjacent to the flood
plain will be preserved.
 

3. Official Flood Zoning Map
 
a. Lands to which Ordinance Applies
 

This section shall apply to all lands within the corporate limits of the Town of Westerly shown on the FIA Flood Hazard Boundary Maps
as being special flood hazard areas.

 
b. Establishment of Official Flood Zoning Map
 

The official flood zoning maps, i.e. FIA Flood Hazard Boundary Maps number 44-009-0240-02 through 44-009-0240-10 (total of nine
maps) published by the Federal Insurance Administration of the Department of Housing and Urban Development together with all
explanatory matter thereon is hereby adopted by reference and declared to be part of this ordinance. The Official Flood Zoning Maps
bear the signature of the Town Manager, attested to-by the Town Clerk and shall be on file in the office of the Zoning Inspector.

 
c.  Rules for Interpretation of District Boundaries
 

The Boundaries of the zones shall be determined by scaling distances on the Official Flood Zoning Maps. Where interpretation is
needed as to the exact location of elevations within one of the districts as shown on the Official Flood Zoning Taos field surveys shall
be conducted at the property owner's expense and the Westerly Zoning Board of Review shall make the necessary interpretation. The
person contesting the location of the District Boundary or elevation shall be given a reasonable opportunity to present his case to the
Board and to submit his own technical evidence if he so desires. The town will provide elevation data if it is available in the town
records.

 
d. Warning and Disclaimer of Liability
 

The degree of flood protection required by this section of the Zoning Ordinance is considered reasonable for regulatory purposes.
Larger floods may occur on rare occasions or flood heights may be increased by man-made or natural causes, such as ice jams and
bridge openings restricted by debris. This ordinance does not imply that areas outside the flood zones or land uses permitted within
such cones will be free from flooding or flood damages. This section of the zoning ordinance shall not create liability on the part of the
Town of Westerly or any officer or employee thereof for any flood damages that result from reliance on this section of the ordinance or
any administrative decision lawfully made thereunder.
 

4.  Areas Having Special Flood Hazards - Zone A.
 

Within any area designated as Zone A on the FIA Flood Hazard Boundary Maps number 44-009-0240-02 through 44-009-0240-10 (total of
nine mans) published by the Federal Insurance Administration of the Department of Housing and Urban Development, the following
regulations shall apply:
 
a. Residential Structures
 

Where permitted in the Zoning District, any new construction or substantial improvement of a structure designed or intended for
residential occupancy shall have the lowest floor, including the basement, elevated to 14.0 feet above the mean sea level.
 

b. Non-Residential Structures
 
Where permitted in the zoning district, any new construction or substantial Improvement of a structure designed or intended for non-
residential use shall have the lowest floor, including the basement, constructed at a minimum elevation of 14.0 feet above mean sea
level, or, together with attendant utility and sanitary facilities, shall be flood-proofed up to the applicable minimum elevation.

 
c. Replacement Water Supply or Sanitary Sewer System

 
Any new or replacement water supply systems and/or sanitary sewage systems to be designed to minimize or eliminate infiltration of
flood waters into the system and discharges from the system into flood waters, and require on site waste disposal systems to be
located so as to avoid impairment of them on contamination from them during flooding.

 
d. Riverine Situations
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In riverine situations, no use, including the filling of land, shall be permitted unless the applicant, owner or operator can demonstrate
that such action, when combined with all existing and anticipated uses, will not cause an increase of more than one foot in the water
surface elevation above the elevation stipulated for said flood hazard zones.

 
e. Storage of Material, Equipment and Pre-Fabricated Structures

 
No material shall be stored below the required elevations in said flood hazard zones which is likely to cause obstruction, create a fire
hazard or pollute any water body. Such materials shall include but not necessarily be limited to lumber and other bouyant materials,
poisons, volatile materials, acids, sanitary waste and other water-soluble materials and liquids. Portable or prefabricated structures or
equipment shall be constructed and anchored in a manner to prevent collapse, flotation or lateral movement during flooding and shall
be designed to minimize damage from flood waters.

 
5. Coastal High Hazard Areas - Zone V
 

Within any area designated as Zone V (Coastal Flood Plain Area having special flood hazards with velocity) on the FIA Flood Hazard
Boundary Maps number 44-009-0240-02 through 44-009-0240-10 (total of nine maps) published by the Federal Insurance Administration of
the Department of Housing and Urban Development, the following regulations shall apply:

 
a. Requirements To Be Met As In Special Flood Hazard Zone "A" Meet the requirements of Paragraph 4, items A, B, C, D and E of this

section.
 
b. Additional Regulations
 

No land below the level of 14.0 feet in a coastal high hazard area Zone V may be developed unless the new construction or substantial
improvement (a) is located landward of the reach of mean high tide, (b) is elevated on adequately anchored piles or columns to a
lowest floor level at 14.0 feet above mean sea level or higher and securely anchored to such piles and columns, and (c) has no
basement and has the space below the lowest floor free of obstructions so that the impact of abnormally high tides or wind-driven
water is minimized.

 
c. Expansion of Existing Uses
 

All existing uses located on land below 14.0 feet above mean sea level in a coastal high hazard area (V) shall not be expanded except
in cases where such construction shall meet the regulations set forth in item "b" above.

 
6.       W-I District

 
The Westerly Official Zoning Map shall be amended so that within flood zones "A" and "V" and as indicated on the official Westerly Zoning
Maps, Districts W-1, W-2 and W-3 shall-be combined to form a "W-1' District. Such W-1 District in addition to conforming to the regulations
as set forth for flood zones "A" and "V" shall additionally conform to the following regulations:
 

A. Permitted Uses
 

(1) Single family dwellings
 
(2) Customary home occupation (using no greater than thirty percent (30%) of the total dwelling floor area and operated by the

resident.
 
(3) The renting of not more than three (3) guest rooms or suites in a residential structure
 
(4) Motel and Hotel
 
(5) Beach Club, Cabana or Bathouse
 
(6) Boat Dock and facilities
 
(7) Open space uses including Bathing Beach, Parking Lot, Picnic Area, Golf Club and Parks together with small buildings

which are auxiliary to these uses.
 
(8) Refreshment stand or lunchroom as an accessory use to a beachclub or other permitted use and provided that such stand

or lunchroom shall have no more than 200 sq. ft. of floor area- for each 50 ft. of street frontage of the lot containing the
main use.

 
* Use permitted by Special Exception as provided in Section VI, with accessory uses to be determined and regulated by the

Zoning Board.
 

B. Dimensional Regulations:
 

Minimum Lot Size 10,000 sq. ft.
Minimum Lot Width 80 ft.
Minimum Side Yard Depth 15 ft.
Minimum Front Yard Depth 50 ft.
Minimum Rear Yard Dept 30 ft.

 
C. Other Regulations
 

(1) Residential and Non Residential Structures in a W-1 District: All new construction, expansion, storage and installation of utilities
in a W-1 district shall conform (2) to the following regulations:
 
Article V, Section 4, items "A" through "E" for those portions of a W-1 District in Zone "A"; and
 
(b) Article V Section 5, items "A" through "C' for those portions of a W-1 District in Zone "V"

 
(2) Setback. On all land located on the ocean side of a road adjacent to and parallel to the ocean no building shall be erected closer

than 30 feet or farther than 100 feet from the street line.
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(3) Building Height. No building shall be greater than 1 1/2 stories or 20 feet in height above the first floor level.
 
(4) Tents and Trailers. No tents and trailers shall be permitted.
 
(5) Sand Dunes. The height of any dune shall not be lowered, nor shall construction be permitted on any dune which, in the opinion

of the building inspector, would weaken or tend to lower the height of the dune.
 

7.  Other Zoning Districts in flood zones "A and "V"
 

Zoning Districts B-1 - R-2; and R-3 shall additionally conform to lot size, yard dimensions, permitted use and other regulations as set forth in
for the respective districts in the Westerly Zoning Ordinance.
 

8. Precedence Over Conflicting Laws
 

Within said Zone A, and Zone V, the provisions of this section shall take precedence over any conflicting laws, ordinances or codes
respecting the use of land and the construction or alteration of structures.

 
9.  Flood Hazard Boundary Map adopted
 

FIA Flood Hazard Boundary Maps number 44-009-0240-02 through 44-009-0240-10 (total of nine maps) showing special flood hazard zones
A, and V are hereby adopted and made part of this ordinance."

 
Section 2. This Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage.

 
Upon motion being made by Councilman Wills, seconded by Councilman Capizzano, it was
 
VOTED: That the following named be granted Sunday Sales Licenses subject to the approval of the Police Chief; together with a list of

articles to be sold only on Sundays:
 

John M. Hall dba Lotteryville Avondale
Mary S. Newman Bay St., W. H
Peter A. Comforti dba Pete's Arcade Atlantic Ave.
Frederick L. Hoelzel Jr., dba Misq. State Beach Atlantic Ave.
Samco. Inc. dba Jerry's 144 " "
Pleasant View House, inc. 65 " "
Cap'n Mike's Inc. dba The 4 C's 145 " "
John F. Crandall dba Market by the Sea " "
James Condike dba Victorian Shop Franklin St. Shop. Ctr.
Plaza Parade inc. " " " "
Sandpiper Restaurant & Motel, Inc. Winnapaug Rd.
Lewis R. Hare & Paul J. Altman dba Riverside 169 Main St.
Sea-Food market  
Salvatore Sanquedolce dba Tuty's Grocery Store 147 Canal St.
Edward Krupinski dba Weekapaug Bait & Tackle Knowles Ave.
Howard Connolly dba The Watch Hill Gallery Bay St., W.H.
Henry R & Sylvia E. Krynick dba The Red Door 12 Bay St., W.H.
John Everets Inc. 1-2-3 New Bayside,

W.H.
David M. Turano dba Clay and Cloth Haversham Corners
Pleasant View House Inc. dba Lion Gate Motor Inn Watch Hill Rd.
Al's News Stand Bay St., W.H.
James Condike dba Bookland Franklin Shop. Ctr.
Helen Quattromani dba Ports of Paradise Ocean House, W.H.
Shore Crest Country Store Inc. Crandall Ave.

 
 

Upon motion being made by Councilman Capizzano, seconded by Councilman Moore, it was
 
VOTED: That the following named be granted Victualling Licenses subject to the approval of the R.I. Dept. of Health:
 

Frederick L. Hoelzel, Jr., dba Misq. State Beach Atlantic Ave.
Sand Piper Restaurant & Motel Inc. 52 Winnapaug Rd.

Shore Crest Country Store Inc. Crandall Ave.
John Vlastos et als dba Dolphin Restaurant s/s Atlantic Ave.

 
Upon motion being made by Councilman Moore, Seconded by Councilman Wills it was

 
VOTED: That the following named be granted a Tavern License subject to the approval of the R.I. Dept. of Health and the Zoning

Inspector:
 

Pleasant View House Inc. dba Lion Gate Inn Watch Hill Road
 
Upon motion of Councilman Capizzano, seconded by Councilman Moore, it was
 
VOTED: That the following named be granted a Public Bathing Beach License subject to the approval of the. Beach Commissioner:

 
Cap'n Mike's Inc. dba The 4 C's 145 Atlantic Ave

.
 

Upon motion of Councilman Brancato seconded by Councilmen Moore and Wills, It was
 
VOTED: That the following named be granted Commercial Parking Lot Licenses subject to the approval of Building and Zoning

Inspectors, the Police Chief and the Fire Chief, and for only the same number of cars as the previous year:
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Cap'n Mike's Inc. dba The 4 C's (40 cars) 145 Atlantic Ave.
John F. Crandall dba Market by the Sea (30 cars) s/s " "
Samco, Inc. dba Jerry's (75 cars) 144 " "

 
Written report is received from the Zoning Inspector concerning the application for a Commercial Parking Lot License by Robert Felicetti,

which was granted by the Council subject to the approvals of the proper authorities, at premises across from the Town Beach, which he
recommends disapproval for the following reasons:

 
"Section VIII of Appendix A of Ordinances of Westerly states
 
(1) Plans & specifications should be submitted with appl.---No Plans submitted
 

(2) Area shall be paved with bumper guards---Not paved, no guards
 
(3) Fence if adjoining Residential District---It adjoins Residenital Area. No Fence."

 
It was noted that other proper authorities have not filed their recommendations to date.

 
Upon motion of Councilman Moore, seconded by Councilman Wills, it was

 
VOTED: That the applicant be notified of the disapproval made by the Zoning Inspector and that the other proper authorities be polled to

file their recommendations also to be forwarded to said applicant.
 
Upon motion made by Councilman Wills, seconded by Councilman Moore it was
 
VOTED: That the following named be granted Mechanical Amusement Licenses subject to the approval of the Police Chief:
 

Hi-Tide Inc (1 machine) 303 Atlantic Ave.
Atlantic Beach Park Inc. (10 or 12 machines) s/s " "

 
Councilman Wills brought up the matter of the recent grant of a transfer of a Mechanical Amusement License to Peter A. Comforti from

premises on 74 High Street to Atlantic Avenue, Misquamicut, and stated that the High Street establishment is still In operation and questioned the
Town Solicitor as to how long after a grant for transfer can they remain at present location of premises.

 
The Town Solicitor indicated that possibly Mr. Comfort! should have requested a date for which he wanted the transfer to become

effective; he said that theoretically there is no license for the High St. premises.
 
Councilman Wills requested the Manager to investigate this problem and to advise the licensee that the machines must be moved to the

premises where the transfer was granted.
 
Written request is received from Mrs. Nattie Pucci, Chairman of the St. Vincent's Church Festival, in Bradford, on the Church Grounds, on

July 20-21, 1973. Upon motion being made by Councilman Wills, seconded by Councilman Vetelino, it was
 
VOTED: That permission be granted to Mrs. Nattie Pucci, Chairman of the St. Vincent's Church Festival, to conduct said Festival on

Church Grounds in Bradford, subject to the approval of the proper authorities.
 
Written request is received from the Chamber of Commerce, for permission to conduct its third annual Westerly Air Show at the State

Airport on July 8, 1973, and also to hang a banner across Broad Street from July 1 thru July 8, 1973. Upon motion being made by Councilman
Hayes, seconded by Councilmen Moore and Vetelino, it was

 
VOTED: That permission be granted to the Chamber of Commerce to conduct their third annual Westerly Air Show at the State Airport on

July 8, 1973 and to hang the banner across Broad Street as aforesaid, subject to the approval of the Police Chief.
 
Written request to conduct a Bazaar on July 15, 1973 is received from Frank A. Bailey, Chairman of the United Methodist Church of

Westerly, to be held at the Avondale Grange Hall. Upon motion being made by Councilman Moore, seconded by Councilman Wills it was
 
VOTED: That permission be granted to the United Methodist Church of Westerly to conduct a Bazaar on July 15, 1973 at the Grange Hall

in Avondale, subject to tm approval of the Police Chief.
 
Written protest is received signed by Dr. Kirk T. Patton of 6 Benefit St., Westerly, R.I., against the Council's decision of May 14th to

sanction the Napatree Anchorage Plan, chiming the decision as highly discrimatory and grossly unfair to the boatmen of the Westerly Area, and
he pointed out some of the alledged fallacies in the arguments that were presented. Said letter of protest was read aloud by the Clerk.

 
Upon motion of Councilman Hayes seconded by Councilman Moore it was
 
VOTED: That said communication be ordered filed for future reference.
 
Mr. Clement Griscom IV, is present and distributed copies of the Anchoring Plan and chart, he explained the suggested plan as it is

coordinated with the Watch Hill Fire District Plan for land and water in the Bay Street Area, and Napatree Area; he said that for a 10 week season
about 24,000 gallons of water per day is consumed along Bay Street; that letters were sent to the owners of property on Bay Street for a survey
on pollution control along Bay St., and plans for sewage to which only one-half responded; that a legal search had been made as to whether the
Fire Dept. had rights to plug up tanks on Fire District Property, and it was found that they could not; they have located all pipes to tm Bay and
located all tanks and estimated capacities; that the Health Dept. is now ready to take dye tests and will come up with a plan for implementation;
cost estimates received from two; other owners in the area also are planning or have presented plans for approval by the Health Department.

 
He cited the locations of boats being moored in the Harbor and Fire House Dock as sources of pollution; that a pump out facility is

needed; and that they have no objections to boats that have holding tanks if they can prove they are sealed when anchored. He noted that the
nearest pump-out is in the Clinton, Connecticut area. He referred to the Status Report made on the Napatree Area that was based on a
Management Plan and under water survey.

 
Because of the many faceted functions going on in and on the waters, the suggested anchoring plan was the first step taken to establish

controls to move pollution off shore; the source of litter and sewage moved to better circulating waters; to remove boats from stress areas;
removing boats from the vacinity of swimmers.

 
Santo Algiere is present and commented that in the near future all boats will have to have tanks, however, he claimed that the "Kitchen"
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has always been a mud hole. He suggested the building of a road along the edge of the Pond and a roadway to toilet facilities as a means for
correction of this problem. He also spoke on behalf of the Beach Buggie Association, stating these plans would be an attempt to keep them off
Napatree.

 
Mr. George W. Sanders, Jr., of 105 Beach Street, is present and stated he favored clean waters but he felt that some area of the ocean

beach should be saved for the citizens of the community; he said the boat owners would be glad to cooperate, but that he felt that people of
Westerly are being given the business.

 
Emanuel J. Lauria, Esquire, of 15 Cross St., is present and commented that new plans such as these should be tabled for a time for

consideration by the people effected; that the Council should review all points of view before the Town takes steps that effect so many people,
claiming they should be heard; that this plan is a way to keep people off Napatree; he stated that he was aware of Westerly's law authorizing the
control of harbors by the Harbor Master and not under the jurisdiction of the Council, however, the Council could allow people to be heard and
time to refute before plans are implemented. He said the boat owners could engage expert advice and state their position, and be suggested that
it would take from 3 to 4 weeks to get this information; he indicated that he possibly may represent a fairly large group of people, as well as
himself, as a boatowner.

 
Council President Comolli stated that the Police Chief is the Harbor Master; that plans were presented to the Council by Mr. Griscom, Mr.

Phelps and Mr. Turco, of the Coastal Resources Council; that the plan made a lot of sense for the clean up of the Bay, and the Council wanted to
give it a try by endorsing the plan as proposed.

 
Mr. Hubbard Phelps, Deputy Harbor Master, explained that the Police Chief is Harbor Master, and as such is concerned with safety on the

waters; he said that during a peak period some 4,892 boats used the Naps of which most are Connecticut Registered, only 11% R.I. Registered;
he claimed boats anchor anywhere and everywhere; and the Harbor Master is seeking the cooperation of the boat owners. He also went on to
say that they are also concerned for the safety of the water skiers.

 
Others speaking on the matter were: Mrs. Diane Howard, taxpayer at Watch Hill----claiming that she hadn't been notified of this plan; that

it was not instituted by the Fire District; that all taxpayers in the Watch Hill District should have a voice in this plan; she suggested that all boats
be required to have small holding tanks, which can be dumped at home.

 
Mr. Anthony Giordano of Oakwood Road, Watch Hill, inquired whether this plan was in ordinance form; Who enforces the plan, the Town

of Westerly or the Harbor Master and his Deputies, and if boat owners are not cooperating, who pays the expenses of enforcement, and who has
the power to enforce and arrest, to which Council President Comolli explained that the Council did not adopt an ordinance, but went on record as
supporting such a plan for implementation; he said that the Town has funds for Boating Patrol of the Bay and said he did not feel the enforcement
of the plan would be added expense to the Town.

 
Police Chief Gulluscio informed Mr. Giordano that Chapter 5 of the Ordinances gives full authority to the Harbor Master and enforcement

would be at the discretion of the Harbor Master and his Deputies.
 
Mr. Richard Sisson of 12 Spring Street, who works for the Dept. of Natural Resources, stated that any upgrading is for the good of the

marine waters in the State, and claimed that a start has to be made somewhere.
 
Mr. Quentin Desimone of 146 Beach St., wanted to know why we're just concerned with the Bay and inquired why this plan shouldn't be

implemented all the way up the river, also whether the Harbor Master has authority from White Rock all the way down to the Bay. He suggested
that everyone be put in the Sewer District as a solution.

 
Councilman Wills commented the Council is supporting the plan not pushing it.
 
Councilman Moore commented that the Council approved of the plan for cleaning up the Bay and approved of the Harbor Master to

enforce the plan.
 
Mrs. Agnes Nardone of Connors Avenue claimed that during the week the boat traffic is not crowded; she said that the greatest number of

boats is over the July 4th weekend and heavy traffic only on weekends; she claimed she used to have a small boat but now has a large one,
therefore she cannot beach under this plan.

 
Senator Francis Gencarelli made the observation that everyone is against pollution; he claimed that in a very few years he feels that the

State will come up with laws which will be more stringent, however, he feels the problems that might arise is in discrimination of one area and
said that if the Council encourages enforcement of the plan it should be done all over (up the river) as well as in the Bay.

 
Mr. Richard Benoit of 162 Beach St., Member of the Westerly Yacht Club and a boat owner, said he uses the river and the Naps, claiming

there is a difference between the two; that children are swimming in the Bay waters and we should use what resources whatever to stop pollution
from boats to alleviate source of disease.

 
Councilman Moore inquired of Mr. Sisson, if he was familiar with the bottom strip along the Naps and whether he noticed eutrophication,

taking place or presence of hydrogen sulphide to which he replied that he was familiar through taking of pictures of the bottom; that eutrophication
was taking place but that he did not detect a presence of hydrogen sulphide.

 
Councilman Wills felt that to put this off for further hearing on the matter from three to four weeks would be right into the peak period and

suggested an earlier meeting to hear the people's views. Attorney Lauria suggested the latter part of June for the meeting.
 
Mr. Thomas L. Toscano, Jr., wanted to know if the boats moored at the Watch Hill Harbor pump into the Bay and wanted to have an

answer to his question at the public airing on this subject matter.
 
Council President Comolli scheduled a public airing date on this subject matter for Tuesday, June 12, 1973 at 7:30 P.M. and requested

that Councilman Moore establish guidelines for the conduct of this public airing.
 
Councilman Wills openly commended Senator Gencarelli in his efforts in getting the bill passed in the General Assembly, regarding the

Increase of parking fees at the Misquamicut State Beach, whereby the Town of Westerly will derive some funds and inquired as to how this
money will be collected and disbursed.

 
Senator Gencarelli suggested that the Town Manager check with the Dept. of Natural Resources as to the plans for allocation of funds by

the state, of which the Town of Westerly should receive one-quarter of the receipts on weekends and holidays. He estimated a guess of about
$40,000.

 
The Town Manager said that the state hadn't worked out a plan for disbursement as yet but that records at the State Beach facility

showing number of cars and moneys received was available for inspection.
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Councilman Vetelino inquired of Senator Gencarelli, whether or not the bill that would have increased to 15% the State share of funds to

municipalities on Sewers was passed. Senator Gencarelli stated that the Governor was pushing another bill, and he wasn't sure which was
passed but that he would be getting a report on all legislation passed or vetoed in the very near future.

 
Councilman Vetelino openly congratulated the Police Chief and Members of the Police Department in the fine work being done by the

Department in arrests and enforcement of the laws.
 
John P. Toscano, Esquire, Attorney for the Fraternal Order of Police, is present and inquired whether or not the Town is ready with a

Police Pension Plan.
 
Councilman Wills asked if the main concern of the police was with widows benefits to which he claimed was so. Councilman Wills said

that he will contact him when the Town makes final their plans.
 
Attorney Toscano brought up the matter of the Police Contract to which the Town Manager said that the contract should be written up for

$700 across the Board and for Blue Cross. Attorney Toscano said he would prepare the original document and turn it over to the Town Manager
to make copies for the Council. He asked that the Council plan to execute the contract in June.

 
Council President Comolli brought up the matter of a Pension Plan for the Department Heads and inquired of Mario Turco, if he had any

information. Mr. Turco said he would be seeing the representatives tomorrow night and would indicate that the Town of Westerly is interested in a
proposal.

 
Town Manager Gervasini reported orally on the following subject matters:
 
1. He announced that sometime in 1972 a Mr. Harry F. Cooke died a resident of Massachusetts and left a legacy to the Town of Westerly;

that it appears that the Town will receive a sum of $18,052.12 which is to be used for school purposes and requested that the Council President
affix his signature on behalf of the Town of Westerly to the assent form so that said monies will be subsequently forwarded. Council President
Comolli did affix his signature to the assent form.

 
Councilman Vetelino recommended that the Council suggest to the School Department that a placque be put up in his memory, to which

the Council agreed that it was a good idea.
 
2. He reported that within the next 5 or 10 days, surveyors from the R.I. Dept. of Transportation will be down to outline the boundaries of

the property of Anthony Palazzolo on the Westerly-Bradford Road where he establishes a Junk Yard. He indicated that because of the terrain he
can forsee some problems.

 
3. He announced that a schedule has been prepared for Westerly's Annual Clean-up Drive, which will start June 4th; that the D.P.W. will

pick up from the sidewalks and that he will publicize the schedule through the press and radio.
 
Council President Comolli requested that the Tom Manager:
 
1. Devise the necessary reporting forms for the collection of fines under the dog law and see to it that these monies are turned into the

Town's Treasury.
 
2. Confer with the Town Solicitor regarding the proposed settlement for the fair exchange of land on the Varietyville Road as to whether

this property must first be appraised and to obtain the Solicitor's opinion in writing.
 
3. Requested a report at the next meeting on the Water Fields in White Rock.
 
4. Requested a report on the approximate number of homes with sewerage hookup and asked him to confer with Mr. Crowley of the

D.P.W.
 
5. Requested the Manager to follow up the complaint registered by a Mrs. Daniel Pierce, concerning a barking dog. Chief Gulluscio stated

that he forwarded a form of complaint for her to sign but that she had refused to sign.
 
6. Requested a report as to when the lights will be activated on Franklin Street. Mr. Gervasini said now up to the Narragansett Electric Co.

and the State Dept. of Transportation.
 
7. Requested that he follow up the matter of the design section of Wells St. Extension for preliminary review.
 
Councilman Moore asked the Manager to check up on the matter of the proposal made by School Committee Chairman Henry Nardone,

that a school bus be insured for jitney service. He also asked him to look into the matter of the need for the acquiring of land for a summer
playground in White Rock, we presently lease land on mill property for this purpose.

 
Councilman Moore asked for a report from the Manager on the Capalbo property and the alleged violations. Mr. Gervasini said that this

matter has been turned over to the Town Solicitor. Mr. Moore said there have been registered complaints relative to the lighting in this area on the
West side of Granite Street, going East.

 
Councilman Wills brought up the matter of a placque to identify the Housing for the Elderly. Town Manager reported that he has been in

contact with someone to see him on this.
 
Town Solicitor Parrilla orally reported on the following matters:
 

Re: Capalbo Property----The matter is under investigation by the Zoning Official. He has been in touch with the property owner and an
attempt will be made to erect a barrier to keep commercial vehicles out; he has also been in touch with Attorney Capalbo representing the
Capalbo's and said if there is no cooperation he will proceed with this matter by Court Action.

 
The Town Solicitor submits a draft of a proposed ordinance to include certain other lands at the south end of Town known as Area B

under the Sewer Expansion Program, into the First Drainage District for the Council's consideration and distributed copies to each Councilman.
 
Oscar Chapman, Acting Director of the D.P.W. is present and submitted a sketch of the area and explained that the Town is taking in

more area than is needed for the present expansion but that it is a protection for the future to those not presently included in the program.
 
Council President Comolli asked Mr. Chapman to post a copy of the sketch in the Town Hall, and the Library and furnish same to the

news media.
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Councilman Wills introduces the proposed ordinance entitled AN ORDINANCE TO INCLUDE CERTAIN LANDS INTO THE FIRST

DRAINAGE DISTRICT, AN AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE III ENTITLED "SEWERS" SEC. 26-43 ADDITION TO FIRST DRAINAGE DISTRICT and
moves that it be advertised for hearing on June 11, 1973 at 8:00 o'clock P.M., which motion is duly seconded by Councilman Moore, and it was

 
VOTED: That the proposed ordinance as aforesaid be advertised for hearing on June 11, 1973 at 8:00 o'clock P.M.
 
Town Solicitor Parrilla suggested that the Council adopt a resolution to expedite the negotiating of easements under the sewer Expansion

Program. Upon motion of Councilman Vetelino seconded by Councilman Wills, it was
 
VOTED: That this Town Council authorize the Town Treasurer to make payments to the property owners for easements or estates taken

in fee simple as required for the present Sewer Expansion Program in an amount not to exceed the appraised value.
 
The Council then recessed at 11:45 P.M. to meet in Executive Session.
 
Town Solicitor Parrilla informed the Council of an offer made by Attorney Vincent Piccirilli, who has been engaged by and presently

representing several Towns and Cities in the appeal to Washington of the matter of the Pay Boards’ Decision on School Teachers Retroactive
back pay under the Phaze 2 freeze. He said if the Council wishes to accept his offer he would want a Council vote to authorize the School
Committee to authorize him to represent the School Committee on this case.

 
Upon consideration thereof, and upon motion of Councilman Moore seconded by Councilman Vetelino, it was
 
VOTED: To engage Attorney Vincent Piccirilli, pursuant to his letter dated May 25, 1973 addressed to the Superintendent of Schools.
 
The Council then reconvened in open session.
 
Council President Comolli now brought up the matter of the job of preparing easements for the Sewer Expansion Program and the

Council has agreed to furnish outside help, and he said two firms have been contacted, one of the firms offering assistance was Attorney
Longolucco of the law firm of Crandall, Longolucco, Parrilla and Lenihan.

 
Motion was made by Councilman Moore, seconded by Councilman Wills to approve the engagement of Attorney Longolucco's law firm to

help with this program.
 
There was discussion on the motion.
 
Town Solicitor Parrilla said the preparation of easements took no time whatsoever, but that there is a tremendous amount of Clerical work

needed; that its straining the manpower of the Public Works' personnel as well as the Town Solicitor; that the Council should give consideration
for extra clerical assistance for the Director of D.P.W.

 
Councilman Moore stated aside from the fact of money, the need for extra clerical assistance was the Town Manager's prerogative, and

suggested that he ask the Director what his actual needs are.
 
Councilman Moore withdrew his motion and Councilman Vetelino his second to said motion.
 
Town Manager Gervasini was directed to investigate this matter further and report back.
 
The whole subject matter concerning the rendering of a decision on the application of Cherenzia & Nigrelli, Inc. to rezone property on the

northerly side of the Post Road from A-1 to R-3 is now again taken up.
 
Councilman Brancato disqualifies himself from voting on this matter because of a possible conflict of interest.
 
Upon motion of Councilman Moore, duly seconded by Councilman Wills, it was
 
VOTED: That the application of Cherenzia & Nigrelli Inc., to rezone a portion of its property located northerly of the Post Road in the Town

of Westerly from A-1 to R-3 be DENIED and decision rendered as follows:
Decision RE:

 
APPLICATION OF CHERENZIA & NICRELLI, INC. TO REZONE A PORTION OF ITS PROPERTY LOCATED
NORTHERLY OF THE POST ROAD IN THE TOWN OF WESTERLY FROM A-1 TO R-3

 
This matter was heard by the previous Town Council on May 24, 1971 and decision reserved thereon.
 
The previous council on March 8, 1971 voted to deny a prior petition of the Petitioner for the same zone change after a public hearing held

on January 11, 1971.
 
As concerns the present petition, the Planning Board of the Town of Westerly originally recommended to deny the same for three reasons

as set forth in their letter of 1/11/71 mainly being that the proposed rezone would constitute spot zoning, would pose a potential pollution problem;
and the Town Would lack control over use once property was rezoned. On May 7, 1971, the Planning Board refused to change their decision of
1/11/71 as relates to the present petition.

 
On October 4, 1972, the Planning Board voted to approve recommendation of the rezone noting four matters involved in their decision.
 
Upon review of the record the council finds that to grant the proposed zone change would constitute spot zoning as originally stated by the

Planning Board; further, the council must reject at this time the Planning Boards recent recommendation that the proposed change is in
comformity with the comprehensive community plan. The plan as adopted contemplates a change in the present zoning ordinance to implement
certain recommended planned unit developments. To act without appropriate safeguards as to the proposed use of the subject property at this
time would not be in keeping with the Planning Board’s original reason for denying the applicants petition.

 
Until such time the Town is legally authorized to grant conditional zone changes and/or until appropriate safeguards are added to present

zoning code, the Town would be unable to require the petitioner to carry out its proposed project and the petitioner would be free to use the
property for any use presently permitted under the R-3 classification.

 
With the adjacent area of the petitioner's property presently being developed into single family residences, the petitioner's property already

an approved subdivision, to grant the requested zone change would permit a use which would not be compatible with the present existing usages
in the area.
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Further, to permit such a complex in an area without public sewage that could not completely handle the laundry requirements of its

occupants, would constitute a nuisance and pose a potential health hazard to the community.
 
Further, the opportunity for objectors to be heard was not allowed or permitted on the Planning Board's recent recommendation, the

petitioner requesting a decision from this council solely on the record without further hearing.
 
This Council, for the reasons aforesaid, denies the aforesaid petition.
 
The Council Clerk was directed to notify the petitioner of the Council's decision by forwarding a copy thereof.
 
Mrs. Helen D. Ross, Secretary of the Quonochontaug Grange No. 48 advised the Council that by resolution of the Grange it was voted to

go on record as favoring higher fines for persons caught littering, and that signs with the proper information be erected on all Town Highways at
proper intervals; also that destruction of such signs be punishable by the same fine.

 
Upon motion of Councilman Vetelino seconded by Councilman Moore it was
 
VOTED: That this communication be referred to the Town Manager for recommendation.
 
Written communication is received from James J. O'Hearn, Executive Director, Washington County Law Enforcement Planning

Committee, requesting an up-to-date document from the Town acknowledging the Washington County Law Enforcement Planning Committee as
representative of our Town and that said agency has the authority to act on behalf of Westerly, stating that the Committee is so structured that
the representation is given to the Police Chief of Westerly, and further advising the Council that the execution of said document was an absolute
necessity to qualify for further LEAA funds.

 
Upon motion of Councilman Vetelino, seconded by Councilman Moore It was
 
VOTED: To adopt the following resolution and that the Town Manager be authorized to sign said document on behalf of the Town of

Westerly:
 

RESOLUTION
 

WHEREAS, the rising crime rate and lawlessness indicates that innovative methods by the Department of Police Services must be employed to
insure the peace and tranquility of the residents of the Town of Westerly and
 
WHEREAS, the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968, (as amended), recognizes that crime is essentially a local problem and
provides for implementing improvements of existing law enforcement and crime control systems, and
 
WHEREAS, the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968, (as amended), encourages regional planning efforts and action projects,
and cooperative arrangements, and
 
WHEREAS, the neighboring communities have indicated that they desire to join in a common effort to reduce lawlessness and crime through a
regional effort, therefore be it
 
RESOLVED, that the Town of Westerly hereby designates the Washington County Law Enforcement Planning Committee as its comprehensive
law enforcement planning agency and designates the Washington County Law Enforcement Planning Committee to receive and expend monies
as may be allocated for comprehensive law enforcement planning, and action programs in the region.
 

Written notice is received of a hearing to be held by the Coastal Resources Management Council on the petition of John F. Hall to
construct and maintain a Marine Lift Launching Pier on June 5, 1973 at 7:30 P.M. in the Westerly Town Hall.

 
Upon motion of Councilman Moore Seconded by Councilman Capizzano, it was
 
VOTED: That said notice be accepted and ordered placed on file.
 
The Town Clerk informed the Council that she had been in touch with Attorney Maurice Hendel, State's Legislative Counsel by telephone

on May 23rd, concerning newly enacted legislation calling for local referenda and was advised as follows:
 
1) Governor has proclaimed the day of August 7, 1973 to vote on the question of a Special Constitutional Convention for Election of

Delegates.
 
2) There are no limitations on the number of questions that may be on a ballot.
 
3)   If we have local questions - they are to be submitted as soon as possible.
 
4) He suggested that the Town Solicitor make a determination on who is allowed to vote on Taxpayer's questions such as Conditional

Zoning, School Bond, etc.
 
The council deliberated whether or not to put questions of local nature on the August 7th ballot. It was deemed too soon to put the School

Bond question on the ballot at this time.
 
Upon motion of Councilman Vetelino, seconded by Councilman Hayes, it was
 
VOTED: That a question be submitted to the electors of the Town of Westerly on the day of the Special Election to be held August 7,

1973, in substantially the following form: "Shall an Act Passed at the 1973 Session of the General Assembly entitled 'An Act authorizing the Town
of Westerly to enact Zoning Ordinances' be approved?" (Conditional Zoning) and that the Clerk be directed to warn the electors of the Town of
Westerly, accordingly.

 
Council President Comolli suggested that the Council consider submitting to the electors of the Town of Westerly at the Special Election

on August 7, 1973 the question such as "SHALL THE TOWN HAVE A TOWN-WIDE RE-EVALUATION OF PROPERTY?."
 
Upon motion of Councilman Vetelino, seconded by Councilman Moore, it was
 
VOTED: That a question be submitted to the electors of the Town of Westerly on the day of the Special Election to be held August 7,

1973, in substantially the following form: "Shall the Town of Westerly have a townwide re-evaluation of property?", and that the Town Clerk be
directed to warn the electors of the Town of Westerly, accordingly. And it was

Pg.0205

http://localhost/Content/Westerly-ri/council/1973/may29_73tc.htm#730529_03_pdf
Oliver Allamby
Text Box
3/3/2026

Oliver Allamby
Received



 
FURTHER VOTED: That the Town Solicitor prepare the aforesaid questions in proper form to be placed on the ballot for said Special

Election.
 
Written protest is received from Frank Cherenzia of Bradford, R.I. of an appraisal made by the Appraiser of Dog Damage of $1.50 per

chicken for the loss of his six full grown game chickens by dogs. He asked the Council to consider a more realistic value of $10 per chicken.
 
It was noted that the appraiser of Dog Damages' report has not yet been filed.
 
Upon motion of Councilman Moore seconded by Councilman Hayes, it was
 
VOTED: That the whole subject matter be referred to the Town Manager to confer with the Appraiser of Dog Damage an! make reports of

their findings.
 
The whole subject matter concerning appointments to the Board of Recreation; Housing Authority and Citizens Advisory Committee is

again tabled to the June 11th meeting of the Council.
 
The appointment of Members of a School Building Committee, is now taken up.
 
Upon motion of Councilman Moore, seconded by Councilman Vetelino, it was
 
VOTED: That the following named be and they hereby are appointed Members of the School Building Committee:
 

Robert A. Ferreira 40 Sherwood Drive
Richard A. Muntimuri Branberry Road
Nattie Pucci 6 Wayland St., Bradford
Stanton Terranova Happy Valley Road
Henry Nardone Nichols Corners
Maria T. Mallon 168 East Ave.
Arthur E. Wills 147 Franklin St.
Joseph Vetelino Old Potter Hill Rd.
Henry M. Morris Old Potter Hill Rd.
Town Solicitor, Joseph J. Parrilla (Ex-Officio Member)
Asst. " F. Thomas Lenihan " " "
Edward Morenzoni, Supt. of Schools " " "
Warren J. Pelton, Asst. Supt. of Schools " " "
Richard D. Comolli, Council President " " "
Gerald M. Dunn, Principal " " "

 
Upon motion of Councilman Brancato seconded by Councilman Wills, it was
 
VOTED: That the School Building Committee, heretofore appointed, be directed to submit to the Town Council, quarterly progress

reports.
 
Written request is received from Mrs. John Boumenot, Secretary of the Columbus Day Parade Committee for a contribution of $150

towards Columbus Day Ceremonies.
 
Upon motion of Councilman Wills, seconded by Councilman Brancato, it was
 
VOTED: That the Director of Finance be authorized to draw an order on the Town's Treasury in the amount of $150 payable to Columbus

Day Parade committee, Mrs. John Boumenot, Secretary, as a contribution towards the Columbus Day Ceremonies.
 
Written request is received from Edward T. Morenzoni, Supt. of Schools, for a supplemental appropriation to open a classroom for the

non-English speaking students.
 
Upon motion of Councilman Wills seconded by Councilman Moore, it was
 
VOTED: To table said request until the Town Manager has made an investigation of the availability of funds.
 
Written request is received from Scout Master and Assistant Scout Masters of Boy Scout Troop #10 for a contribution to help defray

expenses of the 24 scouts and 3 adult leaders who will be attending the National Scout Jamboree in Pennsylvania.
 
Upon motion of Councilman Wills seconded by Councilman Brancato, it was
 
VOTED: That the Director of Finance be authorized to draw an order on the Town’s Treasury in the sum of $100 payable to Boy Scout

Troop #10, Michael Ferraro, Scout Master, as a contribution to help defray expenses as heretofore mentioned.
 
Upon motion of Councilman Hayes, seconded by Councilman Brancato, it was
 
VOTED: That the Director of Finance be authorized to pay the bills, as per list submitted, from the Recreation Account #801 and 803,

totalling $339.20, as follows:
 

ACCT. NO.:  NAME:  AMOUNT:
801 M-2  Fuller Brush Co.  $ 6.77
801 M-1  Atlantic Lumber Co.  .95
801 M-2  Richmond Sales Co.  5.50
801 M-1  Jack & Harry's Auto Store  7.91
    $ 21.13
801 CO-6  Granite Electric Supply Co.  $107.46
801 CO-6  E. W. Audet & Sons, Inc.  88.00
801 CO-6  Shetucket Plumbing Supply  16.86
    $212.32
803 C-8  The Sherwin Williams Co.  $ 5.75
803 C-8  Mrs. Kitty Scott  100.00
    $105.75
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  Total  $339.20
 
 

VOTED: To adjourn to the call of the President of the Council, at 1:05 o'clock A.M.
 

Attest:
 

Council Clerk
 

 

 

Published by ClerkBase

©2025 by Clerkbase. No Claim to Original Government Works.
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ADV:  November 25, 2013 
CHG:  Town Council #0101-101-50201 
 

TOWN OF WESTERLY 
 

CHAPTER 1802 
 
“AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE VII, STOPPING, STANDING AND 
PARKING, OF CHAPTER 238 OF THE WESTERLY CODE OF ORDINANCES 
ENTITLED ‘VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC’” 
 
The Town of Westerly hereby ordains: 
 
     Section 1.  Section 238-67 of the Vehicles and Traffic Ordinance entitled “Tow zones 
described” is hereby amended by adding thereto the following: 
 
§ 238-67. Tow zones described.  
 
A. The following highways and public lands located in the Town are designated as 

lands on which the parking of motor vehicles of any description is prohibited, and 
as tow zones:  

 
*                    *                    *                    *                    * 

 
(3) Watch Hill area: Aquidneck Avenue; entire length of Avondale Road; Bluff 

Avenue, including public right-of-way to beach, sometimes referred to as 
"Shinkle Drive;" Browning Road; Everett Avenue, including public right-of-way 
running to beach; Foster Cove Road; Glen Way; southerly side of Larkin 
Road; entire length of Manatuck Avenue, including public right-of-way running 
to beach, excluding designated parking area for motorized bicycles and motor 
scooters with a motor rated not more than 4.9 horsepower and not greater 
than 50 cubic centimeters, which is capable of a maximum speed of not more 
than 30 miles per hour; Massachaug Road; Neowam Avenue; Niantic 
Avenue, including public right-of-way running to beach; Ninigret Avenue; 
Noank Avenue; entire length of Ocean View Highway; Overlook Drive; 
Pawcatuck Avenue; Plimpton Road; Waters Edge Road; Wauwinnet Avenue; 
Westerly Road; West Ridge Road; and Sunset Avenue.  

 
*                    *                    *                    *                    * 

 
     Section 2.  This ordinance shall take effect upon passage. 
 
A true copy of an Ordinance passed November 18, 2013. 
 
Per Order of the Town Council. 
 
 ATTEST: Donna L. Giordano, MMC 
  Council Clerk 
  November 25, 2013 
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November 26, 1984 EXECUTIVE SESSION - See Page 316

TOWN OF WESTERLY

Regular Town Council Meetings

Monday November 26, 1984 Council Chambers

6:45 P.M. Orientation by Town Manager with new Town Council Elect.

7:20 P.M.

The Council Clerk administers the oath to the following Town Council Elect:

William F. Gingerella
Raymond J. Castagna

Joseph P. Brancato
Frederick B. Harwood, Jr.

Antonio C. Trovato
Richard D. Comolli

Edward T. Morenzoni

7:25 P.M.

The Council Clerk administers the oath to the following Members of the School Committee:

Stephen R. Cofone
Patsy L. Garafola

Robert G. Kennedy
Oscar B. Chapman, III

7:30 P.M. COUNCIL PRESIDENT:

Nomination of William F. Gingerella

No other nominations; nominations cease.

POLLED VOTE:

YES NO

Harwood
Trovato
Morenzoni
Comolli
Castagna
Gingerella
Brancato

SO VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That William F. Gingerella is hereby APPOINTED President of this Town
Council.

Outgoing Council President Urso turns over gavel to the newly elected Council President Gingerella.
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Councilor Castagna expresses his appreciation to Mr. Urso for being a superb Council President for
the past two years.

Mr. Urso accepts with gratitude, congratulates new Council and extends good luck to the new
Councilors.

COUNCIL VICE PRESIDENT:

Nominiation of Edward T. Morenzoni

No other nominations; nominations cease.

POLLED VOTE:

YES NO

Harwood
Trovato
Morenzoni
Comolli
Castagna
Brancato
Gingerella

SO VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That Edward T. Morenzoni is hereby APPOINTED Vice President of this
Town Council.

TOWN SOLICITOR:

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Gingerella and Castagna

TO: Move into Executive Session pursuant to 42-46-5 Section 1, regarding appointment of
Town Solicitor

POLLED VOTE:

YES NO

Harwood
Trovato
Morenzoni
Comolli
Castagna
Brancato
Gingerella

SO VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: Council moves into Executive Session - 7:45 P.M.

8:00 P.M. RECONVENED as Council and stated that Executive Session recessed, to be continued after
agenda matters are taken care of.

COUNCIL RULES OF PROCEDURE:

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Brancato and Castagna

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: TABLED

Firefox https://clerkshq.com/Content/Westerly-ri/council/1984/nov26_84tc.htm
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APPOINTMENTS:

BOARD OF REVIEW - MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR NON-RESIDENTIAL PREMISES:
(7 Councilors)

Council President - William F. Gingerella
Council Vice President - Edward T. Morenzoni
Councilor - Raymond J. Castagna
Councilor - Joseph P. Brancato
Councilor - Frederick B. Harwood, Jr.
Councilor - Antonio C. Trovato
Councilor - Richard D. Comolli

BOARD OF TENANTS AFFAIRS:

Alfred H. Rose, 7B Park View Apts.
Clifford N. Rushlow, 4 Friendship Street
Angelo Algiere, Jr., Quarry Road, Bradford
Mary J. Fish, 4 King Street

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Comolli and Brancato

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the aforesaid are hereby RE-APPOINTED for a two (2) year
term; Term expires November, 1986.

COMMISSIONERS OF WRECKS:

Sylvester Morrone, 2 Morrone Lane

Nunzio Cimalore, 20 Narragansett Avenue

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Comolli and Brancato

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the aforesaid are hereby RE-APPOINTED for a two (2) year
term; Term expires November, 1986.

TOWN SERGEANT:

Nomination to re-appoint Joseph Romanella, Dunn's Corners No other nominations; nominations
cease.

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Castagna and Morenzoni

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That Joseph Romanella is hereby RE-APPOINTED Town Sergeant
for a two (2) year term; Term expires November, 1986; Sworn in
by the Council Clerk.

DEPUTY TOWN SERGEANT:

Nomination to re-appoint John J. McVeigh, Old Post Road No other nominations; nominations cease.

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Comolli and Castagna

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That John J. McVeigh is hereby RE-APPOINTED Deputy Town
Sergeant for a two (2) year term; Term expires November, 1986;
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Sworn in by the Council Clerk.

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Comolli and Brancato

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That all other Appointments are hereby TABLED.

* * *

RECOGNITIONS, AWARDS & MEMORIALS:

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Comolli and Morenzoni

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the following Proclamation, read aloud by the Council Clerk,
is hereby ADOPTED:

TOWN OF WESTERLY

COUNTY OF WASHINGTON

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, one of the basic aims of the Veterans of Foreign Wars as set forth in its Congressional
Charter is "to foster true patriotism"; and

WHEREAS, the Voice of Democracy Scholarship Program sponsored by the Veterans of Foreign Wars
of the United States and its Ladies Auxiliary, has proved to be an effective instrument for putting these words
in action; and

WHEREAS, the Voice of Democracy Scholarship Program, in this its 38th year, provides an
opportunity for high school students to think, write and speak up for our country and for freedom and
democracy; and

WHEREAS, this year's theme, "My Pledge to America" focuses the attention of youth on their role as
the leaders of tomorrow and how their guidance will preserve democracy as a way of life in our Republic;
and

WHEREAS, an active, dedicated and resourceful citizenry is vital to the preservation of freedom as our
nation embarks upon its third century;

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY

RESOLVED: That the Town Council of the Town of Westerly hereby proclaims the week of
November 27 - December 3, 1984, as

VOICE OF DEMOCRACY WEEK

and hereby commends the Veterans of Foreign Wars and its Ladies Auxiliary and the 12th grade students in
our schools for their sponsorship of said Program.

* * *

Council President requests for former Town Councilors to be present at next Council Meeting to accept
Resolution of Appreciation.
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The Council Clerk read aloud a "Congratulations to new Council" message from Leonard Malagrino
and family.

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Comolli and Brancato

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the communication is hereby accepted with appreciation and
placed on file.

The following are present and are recognized by the Council:

Mary Lou Walter, Representative, 51st District
George Salimeno, former Town Councilor
Louis Masucci, former Town Councilor
Ronald Miceli, former Town Council President
Frank Quattromani, former Town Councilor and Member of the School Committee.
Robert Smith, present School Committee Member

* * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS AS SCHEDULED

a) PROPOSED ORDINANCE ENTITLED: "An Ordinance to Transfer an Appropriation in Accordance
with Section 3-1-7 (d) of the Town of Westerly Charter."
(Advertised in the Westerly Sun on November 19, 1984)

Council Clerk reads aloud the Proposed Ordinance.

Councilor Comolli states that the Finance Committee had reviewed and approved the Proposed
Ordinance; Eluscidated.

The Town Manager reiterates.

No one appeared for or against.

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Comolli and Castagna

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: Hearing CLOSED; The following Ordinance is hereby ADOPTED:

TOWN OF WESTERLY

CHAPTER 741

"AN ORDINANCE TO TRANSFER AN APPROPRIATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 3-1-7
(d) OF THE TOWN OF WESTERLY CHARTER."

The Town of Westerly hereby ordains:

Section 1. The School Department has applied for and received an award of $30,000 from the State of
Rhode Island, which is an educational improvement grant.

Section 2. Additional State Aid for Vocational Education in the amount of $8,262 is added to the School
Department Revenues in the General Fund.

Section 3. The final award for Section 4 in the amount of $15,638 is less than the $16,588 anticipated in
the adopted 1985 Budget.
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Section 4. This appropriation increases the School Operating Budget by $37,312.

Section 5. This Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage.

b) PROPOSED ORDINANCE ENTITLED: "An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 24 of the
Ordinances of the Town of Westerly entitled "Traffic".
(Advertised in the Westerly Sun on November 19, 1984)

Council Clerk reads aloud the Proposed Ordinance.

Councilor Comolli eluscidates.

IN FAVOR: None

OBJECTORS: Quentin DeSimone, 146 Beach Street

Patricia Douglas, Happy Valley Road

Concetta Chapman, 42 River View Avenue

DISCUSSION

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Trovato and Castagna

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: Hearing CLOSED.

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Trovato and Comolli

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the following Ordinance is hereby ADOPTED:

TOWN OF WESTERLY

CHAPTER 742

"AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 24 OF THE ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF
WESTERLY ENTITLED "TRAFFIC".

The Town of Westerly hereby ordains:

SECTION 1. Sec. 24-95 (c) Tow Zones - Described of Article V, Stopping, Standing and Parking of Chapter
24 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Westerly, is hereby amended as follows:

Sec. 24-95 Tow Zones - Described

(c) Watch Hill Area: Entire length of Avondale Road in the village of Avondale; entire length
of Ocean View Highway and Manatuck Avenue, including public right-of-way running to
beach; Niantic Avenue, including public right-of-way running to beach; Everett Avenue,
including public right-of-way running to beach; Ninigret Avenue; Bay Street, June 15 to
September 15 between the hours of 9:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M.; Westerly Road, Wauwinnet
Avenue; Larkin Road; Bluff Avenue, including public right-of-way to beach, sometimes
referred to as Shinkle Drive; Meadow Lane; Noank Avenue; Neowam Avenue; Pawcatuck
Avenue; Misquamicut Road; Browning Road; Massachauge Road; West Ridge Road;
Aquidneck Avenue; Pautipaug Way and Plimpton Road.

SECTION 2. This Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage, and all ordinances or parts of ordinances
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inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.

* * *

Quentin DeSimone, 146 Beach Street

RE: The need for storm drains or sewerage on Riverview Avenue

DISCUSSION

COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS

TOWN COUNCIL: (Gingerella)

1) Statewide Planning Report

2) Monthly Progress Reports

TOWN MANAGER:

1) Triple R Improvements on Weekapaug Road (taking place this spring)

2) Potential Ordinance RE: Fire Limits with the Town (Referred to Public Safety Committee)

3) Police Department Report - October

4) School Committe Meeting, Tuesday, November 27, 1984. Town Manager and Finance Director to
attend; regarding liability and medical insurance.

5) Cable TV Citizens Advisory Committee RE: Request Council to appoint a Municipal Representative.

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Comolli and Castagna

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That Council President Gingerella is hereby APPOINTED
Municipal Representative to Cable TV Citizens Advisory
Committee.

6) Richard Webb, Westerly Lion's Club RE: Use of Cimalore Field

7) Representative Henry Boeniger RE: Request street lights and center lines in Woody Hill Area.

Public Works Director stated that there is a need for center lines, however painting takes place in
the spring; no additional street lights; adequate lighting; complys with street light program.
(Referred to Public Works Committee)

8) Director of Public Works RE: Sandspreader & Snowplow Bids. Opened October 30, 1984. Received 1
Bid from J. J. Gregory & Son for a bid price of $10,841.00.
(Referred to Finance Committee)

9) Director of Public Works RE: Brandywine Village, Sections I & IA (Developer has complied with
specifications)
(Referred to Public Works Committee)

10) Representative Henry Boeniger RE: West Street & Friendship St. DOT has approved a temporary
signal at said intersection for duration of High Street Bridge repairs.
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11) Bid Opening a) Chain Link Fence Noyes Avenue Pump Station; repairing entrance gate to
Wastewater Treatment Plant; repairing fence along Bridge Road, White Rock.

b) Water Mains in Ella, Ava, Ann & Service Streets Brookside Road & Taylor Court;
Loop closure at Chin Hill Estates between Watch Hill Road and Trolley Lane.

12) YWC, Inc. RE: Two phased approach for addressing the two major sources of odor at the
Wastewater Treatment Plant.

13) Conservation Commission RE: Westerly Marina public launching ramp. Not built; plans to relocate and
sent revised plans to CRMC.

14) James Romanella & Sons, Inc. RE: Approximately 40 acres of land for sale at Dunn's Corners -
$8,500.00 per acre.

11) Industrial Waste Pretreatment Programs from DEM

12) Harold W. Merrill Post #16 RE: Request to rent rooms at State Street School. Council President and
Town Manager to set up meeting with Legioneers.

13) Request for street numbering on Penston Avenue
(Referred to Public Works Committee)

14) SKIRTS RE: Request additional office space at State Street School
(Referred to Public Works Committee)

15) Public Assistance Report - October.

Councilor Comolli RE: Expenditure Council to review communities expenditures and make
recommendations if requested.

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Comolli and Castagna

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town Manager is hereby DIRECTED to inquire and report
back to Council.

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Castagna and Trovato

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Town Manager's Report is hereby ACCEPTED as read.

TOWN SOLICITOR: None

TOWN CLERK:

1) REZONE PETITION: Joel W. and Frances M. Guerrette
PROPERTY: Southerly side of Franklin Street
REZONE: From R-2 to B-2
PROPOSED ORDINANCE ENTITLED: "An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 22 of the General

Ordinances of 1925, as amended by Chapter 266 entitled
"Zoning" and as further amended by Chapter 326."

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Comolli and Castagna

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the aforesaid Rezone Petition is hereby ORDERED
ADVERTISED for Public Hearing on January 14, 1985.

2) Resignation of Joseph P. Brancato as Member of the Planning Board effective November 26, 1984.

Firefox https://clerkshq.com/Content/Westerly-ri/council/1984/nov26_84tc.htm

8 of 14 6/24/2022, 7:39 PM

Pg.0216

Oliver Allamby
Text Box
3/3/2026

Oliver Allamby
Received



Motion and Seconded by Councilors Morenzoni and Trovato

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the aforesaid resignation is hereby ACCEPTED with
appreciation.

3) Postponement of hearing by Liquor Control Administration
RE: Hilltop Social Club of Westerly

4) Postponement of hearing by Liquor Control Administration
RE: Mr. Gerard J. Nardone & Mr. John F. Lallo (A.C.&C., Inc., DBA: Eats & Drinks)

5) Communication from Attorney George A. Comolli to the Conservation Commission advising them of a
preliminary hearing before the Planning Board on November 13, 1984 RE: Proposed Avondale Farm
Subdivision

6) Meeting Agenda for Westerly Economic Development Board - November 20, 1984 at 7:00 P.M.

7) Minutes of Recreation Board - November 7, 1984

8) Letter of appreciation from Frederick C. Eckel, M.D. RE: Citation from Town Council

9) Application of Frank P. & Helen J. Rzasa to CRMC to construct and maintain an L-shaped pier -
Breach Drive #84-11-14

10) Application of Loren J. Andreo to construct and maintain a dwelling - Atlantic Avenue #84-11-20

11) Communication from Lee Pare & Associates, Inc. RE: Resurfacing, Restoration and
Rehabilitation of Weekapaug Road
(Referred to Public Works Committee)

Motion made and duly Seconded, it is

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the aforesaid Report is hereby ACCEPTED as read.

* * *

CONSENT CALENDAR

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Comolli and Harwood

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the minutes from the Special Meeting of November 8, 1984
and Sitting as a Licensing Board November 8, 1984; Regular
Meeting of November 13, 1984 and Sitting as a Licensing Board,
November 13, 1984 be and hereby are APPROVED AND
ACCEPTED as printed.

TAX REFUNDS: None

ABATEMENTS: None

DELETIONS FROM REFERRAL LIST: None

* * *
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

a) Resolution awarding bid for 1985 vehicle
(Tabled from November 13, 1984 Meeting)

The Town Manager eluscidates and stated that there is a need; will trade-in 1977-78 Grey Dodge

DISCUSSION RE: 4 Wheel Drive Vehicle - no funds available

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Comolli and Trovato

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the following Resolution, read aloud by the Council Clerk, is
hereby ADOPTED:

RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR 1985 VEHICLE

WHEREAS, the Town of Westerly has advertised for one (1) 1985 vehicle, and

WHEREAS, Two (2) bids were received and opened on October 25, 1984 by the Finance Director, and

WHEREAS, the bid specifications were reviewed by the Director of Public Works, and

WHEREAS, Funds have been appropriated in the 1983-84 Capital Outlay Budget and from the
Insurance Reimbursement Account, be it

RESOLVED: That the Town Council authorize the Town Manager to award the bid for one (1) 1985
Pontiac to the low bidder, Blue Ribbon Pontiac of Norwich, Connecticut, in the amount of $8,800.00.

Council President Gingerella directed the Town Manager to list assigned vehicles and justify use.
(Referred to the Town Manager)

b) PUBLIC HEARING - Beverage License Renewals - Class B Limited

See Licensing Board

VOTED: TO RECESS AS A COUNCIL AND SIT AS A LICENSING BOARD

RECONVENED

NEW BUSINESS:

a) Resolution awarding bid for five (5) Electronic Typewriters. Council Clerk reads aloud the aforesaid
Resolution.

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Trovato and Brancato

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the following Resolution is hereby ADOPTED:

RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR FIVE (5) ELECTRONIC TYPEWRITERS

WHEREAS, The Town of Westerly has advertised for five (5) electronic typewriters with trade-ins; and

WHEREAS, One (1) bid was received and opened by the Finance Director on November 14, 1984 and

Firefox https://clerkshq.com/Content/Westerly-ri/council/1984/nov26_84tc.htm

10 of 14 6/24/2022, 7:39 PM

Pg.0218

Oliver Allamby
Text Box
3/3/2026

Oliver Allamby
Received



WHEREAS, Funds have been appropriated be it

RESOLVED: That the Town Council authorize the Town Manager to award the bid for five (5)
electronic typewriters to the lone bidder, Castle Office Machines of North Kingstown, Rhode Island, in the
amount of $3,300.00.

* * *

LICENSES

THEATRE APPLICATIONS - Renewals:

Matthew J. Serra dba:
UNITED THEATRE 11 Canal Street

The Wayfarer, Inc. dba:
WAYFARER, THE 2 Canal Street

Westerly Cinema, Inc. dba:
WESTERLY TWIN CINEMA (SCREEN ONE) 142 Granite Street

Westerly Cinema, Inc. dba:
WESTERLY TWIN CINEMA (SCREEN TWO) 142 Granite Street

Westerly Cinema, Inc. dba:
WESTERLY CINEMA (SCREEN THREE) 142 Granite Street

Alan C. Hochberg dba:
WESTERLY DRIVE-IN THEATRE Post Road

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Comolli and Trovato

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the aforesaid Theatre Applications are hereby ORDERED
ADVERTISED for Public Hearing on December 10, 1984.

RECREATION VEHICLE:

Arthur E. Mahue 1 Ann Street Ext.

DISCUSSION RE: Zoning and required footage.

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Comolli and Brancato

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the aforesaid License is hereby DENIED; Must apply to the
Zoning Board for a Special Exception.

Councilor Comolli to Town Manager:

1) Regarding Water and Sewer Act - do we qualify? Get copy.

2) Town Garage - Budget to be delivered to Finance and Council by February 1, 1985, no later
than January 5th or 6th.

* * *

9:30 P.M.
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Motion and Seconded by Councilors Gingerella and Castagna

TO: Reconvene to Executive Session pursuant to 42-46-5
Section 1.

POLLED VOTE:

YES NO

Harwood
Trovato
Morenzoni
Comolli
Castagna
Brancato
Gingerella

SO VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: Recess as a Council and reconvene to Executive Session.

10:25 P.M. RECONVENED

APPOINTMENTS

TOWN SOLICITOR (Legal):

Nomination of Louis B. Cappuccio, Jr., Esquire at $18,000/Year. No other nominations; nominations
cease.

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Castagna and Harwood

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That Louis B. Cappuccio, Jr., Esquire is hereby APPOINTED Town
Solicitor for Council; Two year term to expire November, 1986.

ASSISTANT TOWN SOLICITOR (School Committee):

Nomination of the Firm of Lenihan, Moone & Gallogly at $13,500/ Year.

No other nominations; nominations cease.

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Castagna and Harwood

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That the Firm of Lenihan, Moone & Gallogly is hereby
APPOINTED Assistant Town Solicitor for School Committee; Two
year term to expire November, 1986.

ASSISTANT TOWN SOLICITOR (Zoning & Planning):

Nomination of William A. Nardone, Esquire at $2,500/Year.

No other nominations; nominations cease.

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Morenzoni and Harwood

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That William A. Nardone, Esquire is hereby APPOINTED Assistant
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Town Solicitor for Zoning and Planning; Two year term to expire
November, 1986.

ASSISTANT TOWN SOLICITOR (Prosecutor):

Nomination of John Levanti, Esquire at $6,000/Year.

No other nominations; nominations cease.

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Trovato and Morenzoni

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That John Levanti, Esquire is hereby APPOINTED Assistant Town
Solicitor for Prosecutions; Two year term to expire, November,
1986.

PROBATE JUDGE:

Nomination of John P. Toscano, Jr., Esquire at $2,600/Year

No other nominations; nominations cease.

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Comolli and Brancato

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That John P. Toscano, Jr., Esquire is hereby APPOINTED Probate
Judge; Two year term to expire November, 1986.

PLANNING BOARD:

Nomination of Charles Manfredi, 13 Champion Street, to fill the unexpired term of Joseph P. Brancato.

No other nominations; nominations cease.

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Comolli and Trovato

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: That Charles Manfredi is hereby APPOINTED a member of the
Planning Board to fill the unexpired term of Joseph P. Brancato;
Term expires August, 1988.

WESTERLY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD:

Antonio C. Trovato resigned as Member and is now Laison for Council.

COUNCIL SUB-COMMITTEES:

Council President Gingerella informs Council that he prefers that, instead of a 3 member committee,
there will be only 2 members, with no Chairman, and makes the following appointments.

FINANCE: Councilor Comolli
Councilor Morenzoni

PUBLIC WORKS: Councilor Brancato
Councilor Castagna

PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilor Comolli
Councilor Morenzoni
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BEACH AND APPOINTMENTS: Councilor Morenzoni
Councilor Brancato

Councilor Morenzoni is Beach Commissioner

HEALTH, WELFARE & RECREATION: Councilor Castagna
Councilor Trovato

EDUCATION & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilor Harwood
Councilor Trovato

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE: Entire Council

Motion and Seconded by Councilors Morenzoni and Brancato

TO: Approve the aforesaid appointments as stated

DISCUSSION

Councilor Castagna disagrees.

Councilor Trovato and Councilor Comolli support the 3 man committee.

Councilor Harwood and Councilor Brancato approve.

POLLED VOTE:

YES NO

Harwood Trovato
Morenzoni Comolli
Brancato Castagna
Gingerella

SO VOTED (4 YES - 3 NO) The aforesaid Committee appointments hereby stand as stated now being
Laisons for Council.

* * *

The Town Manager is directed to notify Council of Workshop information Monday, December 3, 1984 at
7:30 P.M. and Executive Session regarding Collective Bargaining.

11:00 P.M. VOTED: TO ADJOURN ATTEST:
Mary T. Levcowich
Council Clerk

Published by ClerkBase
©2022 by Clerkbase. No Claim to Original Government Works.
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REGULAR MEETING WESTERLY TOWN COUNCIL COUNCIL CHAMBERS

TUESDAY OCTOBER 10, 1989 7:30 P.M.

1. 7:30 P.M. CALL TO ORDER

Present: President Morenzoni
Councilors Federico, Gingerella, Mudge, Douglas, White
T. Mgr. King, T. Sol. Goldberg, Co. Clk. Levcowich

Absent: Councilor Brancato

PRAYER & SALUTE TO THE FLAG

Mr. Mudge and Mr. Gingerella, respectively

2. RECOGNITIONS, AWARDS & MEMORIALS

Motion by Mr. Federico, Seconded by Mr. Mudge, to adopt the following commendations read aloud
by Council Clerk: (Voted Unanimously)

a. Commendations - Hans B. Meyer, Young Su, Shawn T. Smith WHS Semifinalists in Merit Scholarship
Competition

Messrs. Meyer, Su and Smith were present and received their awards.

Motion by Mr. Mudge, Seconded by Mr. Federico, to adopt the following proclamation, read aloud
by Council Clerk: (Voted Unanimously)

b. Proclamation - Red Ribbon Week, October 23-28, 1989

Motion by Mr. Gingerella, Seconded by Mr. Federico, to ratify and confirm the following resolutions,
read aloud by Council Clerk: (Voted Unanimously)

c. Congratulations - Rose Sacco and Angelo Manfredi, Columbus Columbus Citizens of the Year

d. Proclamation - Down Syndrome Awareness Month (October)

3. CONSENT CALENDAR

Motion by Mr. Federico, Seconded by Mr. Gingerella, that the following Consent Calendar be
accepted and approved as printed: (Voted Unanimously)

a. Acceptance of Minutes & License Board Minutes

Regular Meeting - 9/11/89
Committee of the Whole - 10/2/89

b. Tax Refunds, Additions & Corrections - none

c. Deletions from Referral List - none

d. License Renewals - none

4. PERSONS WISHING TO BE HEARD
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a. Joseph Desillier, Edgewood Avenue - re: Washington politicians

b. Henry Hetu, 6 David Avenue - re: request to eliminate tow zones at beaches for off-season parking

c. William Sisco, 2 Marion Street - re: Park View Rehabilitation status report

5. PUBLIC HEARINGS (Adv. Sept. 29 & Oct. 2, 1989)

a. Proposed Ordinance - "An Ordinance Amending Chapter 24 Of The Westerly Code Of Ordinances
Entitled 'Traffic'" (Temporary Waiver of Restrictions)

President Morenzoni explained that the aforesaid amendment would delete a section of the
ordinance that allows the Public Safety Director to temporarily waive parking restrictions.

Objector: Quentin DeSimone, Beach Street

Motion by Mr. Gingerella, Seconded by Mr. Federico, that the hearing be closed. (Voted
Unanimously)

Motion by Mr. Gingerella, Seconded by Mr. White, that the aforesaid proposed ordinance be
denied. A poll vote was taken as follows and the proposal was defeated: (So Voted 4 to 2)

YES NO

Gingerella Federico
Mudge Douglas
White
Morenzoni

Brancato – absent

b. Proposed Ordinance - "An Ordinance Amending Chapter 24 Of The Westerly Code Of Ordinances
Entitled 'Traffic'" (Tow Zones - Bay Street, WH)

President Morenzoni read the ordinance aloud and explained that, if adopted, Bay Street, WH
would be deleted from this section of tow zones and remain in the two-hour parking zone.

Objector: Robert Brockmann, Moderator, WH Fire Dist.

Motion by Mr. Federico, Seconded by Mr. Gingerella, that the hearing be closed. (Voted
Unanimously)

Motion by Mrs. Douglas, Seconded by Mr. White, that the ordinance be adopted. A poll vote was
taken as follows: (So Voted 5 to 1)

YES NO

Gingerella Federico
Mudge
Douglas

White - raise fees for parking violations
Morenzoni

Brancato – absent

TOWN OF WESTERLY

CHAPTER 917
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"AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 24 OF THE WESTERLY CODE OF
ORDINANCES ENTITLED 'TRAFFIC'"

The Town of Westerly hereby ordains:

Section 1 Section 24-95 of the Westerly Code of Ordinances entitled "Tow Zones - Described" is
hereby amended as follows:

Sec. 24-95. Tow Zones - Described.

The following highways and public lands located in the town are designated as lands on
which the parking of motor vehicles of any description is prohibited, and as tow zones

* * * *

(c) Watch Hill area: Entire length of Avondale Road in the village of Avondale; entire length of
Ocean View Highway and Manatuck Avenue, including public right-of-way running to beach;
Niantic Avenue, including public right-of-way running to beach; Everett Avenue, including
public right-of-way running to beach; Ninigret Avenue; Westerly Road; Wauwinnet Avenue;
Larkin Road; Bluff Avenue, including public right-of-way to beach, sometimes referred to as
Shinkle Drive; Meadow Lane; Noank Avenue; Neowam Avenue, Pawcatuck Avenue;
Misquamicut Road; Browning Road; Massachauge Road; West Ridge Road; Aquidneck
Avenue; Pautipaug Way and Plimpton Road.

* * * *

Section 2 This ordinance shall take effect upon passage.

c. Proposed Ordinance - "An Ordinance Relating To A Tax Abatement - Rudolf C. And Lucille S.
Hauser" (Hauser Chocolatier, Inc., Westerly Industrial Park)

Present: Atty Bruce Goodsell, representing applicants, introduced the principals of the corporation,
Rudolf and Lucille Hauser, and distributed a sampling of their product, which will be the
only one of its kind to be produced in the United States. He stated that construction is now
under way on a 12,000 square foot facility at the Industrial Park, which plans to employ 18
people in newly created positions and will bring recognition to the town.

Favor: Joseph Pucci, Representative of Industrial Foundation of RI
Dave Witham, General Project Manager, Hauser Chocolatier, Inc.

Motion by Mr. Gingerella, Seconded by Mr. Federico, that the hearing be closed. (Voted
Unanimously)

Motion by Mr. Gingerella, Seconded by Mr. White, that the exemption be granted and the ordinance
be adopted. (Voted Unanimously)

TOWN OF WESTERLY

CHAPTER 916

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO A TAX ABATEMENT -
RUDOLF C. AND LUCILLE S. HAUSER

The Town of Westerly hereby ordains:
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Section 1.

The Town of Westerly has enacted Chapter 825 of its Code of Ordinances setting forth a Tax
Abatement Policy.

Section 2.

Rudolf C. and Lucille S. Hauser have made application for tax exemption for the construction
of a new manufacturing facility for property located at Tom Harvey Road (portion of Lot 5E; Westerly
Industrial Park), to be leased and occupied by Hauser Chocolatier, Inc.

Section 3.

The Town Council has determined that the new facility will be occupied by Hauser
Chocolatier, Inc. as a new manufacturing enterprise which is new to the Town.

Section 4.

The Town Council has determined the application is found to meet the criteria for Class A-1-A
abatement and shall receive the following abatement:

An exemption of 100% reduced to 0% over 10 years in accordance with Section IV of Chapter
825.

Section 5.

This exemption shall begin on December 31, 1989 and shall apply to the assessed value of
the building only.

Section 6.

This exemption is made in accordance with Section 44-3-9 of the Rhode Island General Laws
and does not include an exemption for that portion of the tax assessed for the purpose of paying the
indebtedness of the Town of Westerly.

Section 7.

This ordinance shall take effect upon passage.

d. Continued Hearing - Request of Boyer-Napert for removal of Condition No. 8 from restrictions on Fed
Boy I, Inc. (Morningside) PUD (continued fr 9/11/89)

Present: Atty Edward Newman, representing the petitioner, requested that, due to the absence of
Councilor Brancato, the aforesaid hearing be continued to a date when all councilors will
be present.

Motion by Mr. Federico, Seconded by Mr. Gingerella, that the aforesaid hearing be continued to
November 27, 1989. (Voted Unanimously)

e. Recessed Hearing - "An Ordinance In Amendment of Sections 26-73 And 26-74 Of The Westerly
Code Of Ordinances Entitled 'Utilities-Municipal'" (Non-resident Septage) (recessed fr 7/10/89)

President Morenzoni explained that this matter had been tabled in July to allow for a 90 day
ban on out-of-town septage to be effective. Passage of the aforesaid ordinance would have allowed
the town to accept out-of-town septage until September 11th; that date has passed as well as the
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issue of out-of-town septage and DEM has since lifted its order since no emergency existed in the
towns of Hopkinton, Richmond and Charlestown. He felt that the Town should continue to accept
Westerly septage only and that the ordinance should be denied.

Motion by Mr. Mudge, Seconded by Mrs. Douglas, that the town continue to refuse out-of-town
septage and that the ordinance be denied. (Voted Unanimously)

6. NEW LICENSES & PERMITS

Motion by Mr. Mudge, Seconded by Mr. Federico, that the following Permit be granted subject to
prior approval of proper authorities: (Voted Unanimously)

PERMITS

Raffle & Craft Show
Westerly Senior Citizen Center State Street

(Dec. 2, 1989 - Waive Fee)

Charity Drive (Ratify & Confirm)
Westerly Knights of Columbus Westerly area

(Oct. 8, 1989 - Chris Baily Fund)
(granted by T. Clk. 9/27/89)

Parade
Veterans' Board of Control Downtown Westerly

(Nov. 11, 1989) and Pawcatuck

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

a. Proposal - Water Quality Protection Plan (Ord. Adv. for Public Hearing) (Tabled 9/25/89)

Motion by Mr. Mudge, Seconded by Mrs. Douglas, that the aforesaid proposal be ordered
advertised for public hearing on October 23, 1989. (Voted Unanimously)

b. Proposed Ordinance - "An Ordinance In Amendment Of Chapter 22 Of The Westerly Code Of
Ordinances, As Amended, Entitled 'Zoning'" (Height) (Ord. Adv. for Public Hearing) (Tabled 9/25/89)

Motion by Mr. Gingerella, Seconded by Mr. Mudge, that the aforesaid proposed ordinance be
ordered advertised for public hearing on November 27, 1989. (Voted Unanimously)

c. Reserved Decision - "An Ordinance In Amendment Of Section 24-94 Of The Code Of Ordinances
Entitled 'Sec. 24-94 Parking Prohibited Or Restricted In Designated Areas'" (James Street) (Tabled
9/25/89)

Petition signed by John Austin and 9 others objecting to "no parking" signs - filed 9/28/89

Motion by Mr. Mudge, Seconded by Mr. White, that the aforesaid ordinance be denied. (Voted
Unanimously)

8. NEW BUSINESS

a. Resolution Awarding Bid For Four (4) Containers

Motion by Mr. Federico, Seconded by Mr. Mudge, to adopt the following Resolution: (Voted
Unanimously)

WHEREAS, the Town of Westerly has advertised for four (4) containers, and
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WHEREAS, bids were opened on September 28, 1989 by the Finance Director, and

WHEREAS, these containers will be used at the Westerly Landfill for recycling, and

WHEREAS, funds are available in the following accounts

1910-101-50820 - $8,474.92
5200-701-50737 - 4,200.00
5200-701-50265 - 365.08

and be it

RESOLVED: That the Town Council authorize the Town Manager to award the bid to the low
bidder, Compact Equipment of 21 Court Street, P.O. Box 528 of Taunton, MA 02780 for a bid price of
$3,260.00 each.

b. Resolution Awarding Contract For Extended Maintenance Warranty For Computers

Motion by Mr. Gingerella, Seconded by Mr. Federico, to adopt the following Resolution: (Voted
Unanimously)

WHEREAS, the Town of Westerly has negotiated a computer system service warranty
agreement through June 30, 1993 with Digital Equipment Corporation, and

WHEREAS, the cost for these services will not exceed $80,000 through the 4 year time
frame, and

WHEREAS, present system maintenance costs are in excess of $30,000 a year, and

WHEREAS, by entering into this agreement now, the Town of Westerly will have significant
budgetary savings through fiscal year 1993, and

WHEREAS, the funding for this service warranty will be facilitated by utilizing surplus water
department funds, and

WHEREAS, the proportional costs for the other departments for this warranty will be included
in their future budgets, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED: That the Town Council authorize the Finance Director to enter into an
extended service warranty agreement with Digital Equipment Corporation in an amount not to exceed
$80,000.00.

9. COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS

The following Communications and Reports were received and placed on file:

a. Town Council

1. Informal hearing scheduled for October 23, 1989 - re: November 7th referendum on sewer bond
issues for Oak Hill Drive and Riverdale Gardens as well as conditional zoning, 2nd alternate to
Zoning Board and appointment of Zoning Inspector.

2. Meeting scheduled with School Committee for November 27, 1989.

b. Town Manager - 10/2/89, 10/10/89
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1. #8 White Rock Recreation Area - Councilor Gingerella favors alternative #3 being a
lease/purchase which would allow the project to be completed in its entirety and paid over
several years. (Referred to 10/16/89 Committee of the Whole workshop. The Town Manager was
directed to meet with Brian Lumnah of the Recreation Board.)

2. #4 Bulky Waste Disposal - Councilor Federico favors option #3 which would allow residents to
dispose of bulk waste at the landfill on one specific day a year at no charge. He suggested that if
a traffic problem existed, then more than one day could be set aside. (Referred to 10/16/89
Committee of the Whole workshop.)

3. Alleged Zoning Violation - President Morenzoni directed the Town Manager and the Zoning
Inspector to investigate a complaint of a business being conducted on David Avenue, which is an
R-15 residential zone.

c. Town Solicitor - 10/2/89, 10/10/89

1. Matheson Property - closing was held on this last open space parcel and reimbursement has
been received from the State.

2. Thoughtful Residents v. Brancato, et al - case argued in Supreme Court on Friday; decision will
be made on the breadth of the Town Charter.

d. Town Clerk - 10/10/89

e. Committee of the Whole

President Morenzoni announed that the next Committee of the Whole workshop will be
October 16, 1989 to discuss the following items: 1) Soccer Field; 2) Parking Ordinance; 3) Landfill
Amnesty Day; 4) Town Auction.

President Morenzoni also announced that the Town has received a $400,000 grant from DEM
to purchase 50 acres of additional open space property belonging to John Moran which borders the
Town Forest.

f. Liaison Reports - none

10. ADJOURNMENT

9:45 P.M. Voted Unanimously to adjourn.

ATTEST:

Mary T. Levcowich, CMC
Council Clerk

Published by ClerkBase
©2022 by Clerkbase. No Claim to Original Government Works.

Firefox https://clerkshq.com/Content/Westerly-ri/council/1989/oct10_89tc.htm
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ADV:   October 4, 2010 
CHG:  TOWN COUNCIL #0101-101-50201 
 

TOWN OF WESTERLY 
 

CHAPTER 1731 
 
“AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 238 OF THE WESTERLY CODE OF 
ORDINANCES ENTITLED ‘VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC’” 
 
The Town of Westerly hereby ordains: 
 
     Section 1.  Article VII of the Vehicles and Traffic Ordinance of the Town of Westerly 
entitled ‘Stopping, Standing and Parking’ is hereby amended as follows: 

 
ARTICLE VII 

Stopping, Standing and Parking 
 
 
§ 238-67.  Tow zones described.   
 
A. The following highways and public lands located in the Town are designated as 

lands on which the parking of motor vehicles of any description is prohibited, and as 
tow zones:   

 
(1) (Same.) 
(2) (Same.) 
(3) Watch Hill area: entire length of Avondale Road in the Village of Avondale; 

entire length of Ocean View Highway and Manatuck Avenue, including public 
right-of-way running to beach; Niantic Avenue, including public right-of-way 
running to beach; Everett Avenue, including public right-of-way running to 
beach; Glen Way; Ninigret Avenue; Westerly Road except area designated for 
fifteen-minute parking; Wauwinnet Avenue; southerly side of Larkin Road; Bluff 
Avenue, including public right-of-way to beach, sometimes referred to as 
Shinkle Drive; Noank Avenue; Waters Edge Road; Neowam Avenue, 
Pawcatuck Avenue; Browning Road; Foster Cove Road; Massachaug Road; 
West Ridge Road; Aquidneck Avenue; Overlook Drive; and Plimpton Road.   

(4) (Same.) 
(5) (Same.) 
(6) (Same.) 

 
B. (Same.) 
 
     Section 2.  This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage. 
 
A true copy of an Ordinance passed September 27, 2010. 
 
Per Order of the Town Council. 
 
 ATTEST: Donna L. Giordano, MMC 
  Council Clerk 
  October 4, 2010 
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~1t;'~-n w-fl'J}I {lIJ $f8, Ni~C ~\ 
remedies. It is a legitL~ate question. 

The CHAIRMAN. Any other comments? Let's 

- : 

go on to Right of Way #8-A. 

Mr. BEATTIE,. 14 This particular right of way 
, 

was not listed in the inventory supplied, however, raff 
; 

erence is made to Manatuck Avenue as shown on 'Sup-

pl"ementary Map of Cottage Sites gn a part of the 

EVERETT FARM WATCH HILL, RHODE ISLAND, l-4...ADE BY THE 

ORDER OF LYNEAS NORTON and WALTER S'!'. JOHN JONES Jan 

1891', a copy of which is attached. 

As with rights cf way #7 and #8 no specific 

conveya..,ce of that portion of Manatuck Avenue ext-ending 

to the ocean could be found but in viaw of the fact 

it is designated as a roadway ~n a recorded plat in the 

Town Records c-f the Town of Westerly it is this title 

examiner's opinion that this, too, is a public right 

of way and is brought to your attention f~r possible 

future consideration. Si,gned by John F. Lallo. n 

The CHAIRMAN. -Any positive comments? 

Mr. Gagnon'? 

Mr. GAGnON. Since each of these are being 

considered individually, I would "again like to go on 

record as saying I have personally used this public 

right of way over the last 15 years Li all seasons 

J'an.!Qe D. Fo:!'tb .sc A.s~oc:~tes. I>1~ .. 
ll.l Turks Bead Buildll1l. PrQvidenc_. ilha~e [.stand. O:';oCl 
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Mr. COMOLLI. I want to out too, that 

reading the inventory attorney that re-

searched it mentions avenue extends to the 

ocean, and we just want to on as town 

of Westerly not to avenue_ 

The CHAIR~. Any conunen t:s? 
i 

Yes, sir? 

Mr. SULLIVAN. My. name is I 

wonder along the r lost something. 

Doesn't.the state own I mean it 

par~ of the state of It's a state 

beach. Why couldn't in free 

when the fi season starts beach season 
1 . 

I
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and they can 
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observa-
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1886 DEVELOPER’S PLAT ADDING UNNAMED AVENUE 

TO THE ATLANTIC OCEAN IN WATCH HILL 

Pg.0236
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1886 DEED FOR SALE OF LOT ABUTTING UNNAMED AVENUE TO THE ATLANTIC OCEAN
(Westerly Land Evidence Records, Book 28/Pages 370-377; see also Book 28/Pages 75-79, Book 28/Pages 2-
6, and Book 98/Page 537.) Newport Realty, Inc. v. Lynch, 878 A.2d 1021, 1033-36 (RI 2005). 
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EXCERPTS – AUGUST 5, 1940 WESTERLY PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY REPORT 
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OLD WESTERLY TAX ASSESSOR MAP 13  

Pg.0239

Oliver Allamby
Text Box
3/3/2026

Oliver Allamby
Received



EXCERPTS – AUGUST 5, 1940 WESTERLY TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

Pg.0240

Oliver Allamby
Text Box
3/3/2026

Oliver Allamby
Received



EXCERPTS – 1958 STATE OF RI PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY REPORT 
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EXCERPTS – 1970 STATE OF RI PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY REPORT 
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EXCERPTS – 1970 WESTERLY TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 
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EXCERPTS – 1973 WESTERLY TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 
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1978 JOHN LALLO, ESQ. NIANTIC AVE ROW TITLE REPORT
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TRANSCRIPT EXCERPTS – TOWN COUNCIL PRESIDENT RE: NIANTIC AVE (pp.111-12) 
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EXCERPTS – 1984 WESTERLY TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 
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EXCERPTS – 1991  WESTERLY TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 
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EXCERPTS – 2008 WESTERLY TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 
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EXCERPTS – 2010 WESTERLY PARKING ORDINANCE 
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GOOGLE STREET VIEW PHOTO OF NIANTIC AVE ROW TAKEN MAY 2012
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PHOTO OF NIANTIC AVE RIGHT OF WAY CIRCA 2014
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PHOTO PRESENTED TO TOWN COUNCIL - SEPTEMBER 28, 2015 MEETING
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EXCERPT – 7/11/2016 WESTERLY SUN – POLICE PRESENCE UP AT NIANTIC AVE ROW 
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EXCERPTS – 2017 LEGAL OPINION NIANTIC AVE IS NOT PUBLIC

WTF ?!?!?!Pg.0256
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EXCERPT –  OCTOBER 28, 2019 WESTERLY HARBOR MANAGEMENT PLAN 

TOWN COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

ON OCTOBER 28, 2019 

Christopher A. Duhamel 

WTF CHRISSY?!?!?!

TOWN COUNCIL SOLICITOR 

ON OCTOBER 28, 2019 

William J. Conley 

WTF BILLY?!?!?!
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TABLE 2-11 -  WESTERLY 2020-2040 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

WTF?!?!?!

WTF?!?!?!
Pg.0258
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PHOTO OF NIANTIC AVE RIGHT OF WAY JANUARY 2023 

WTF IS WRONG 

WITH THESE TWO 

MEN?!?!?!
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EXCERPTS – CURRENT (2025) WESTERLY PARKING ORDINANCE 

Pg.0260
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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Christopher A. Duhamel, Town Council President  

  Mary E. Scialabba, Vice President 

  Dylan J. LaPietra 

  Michael T. Niemeyer 

  Alexandra L. Healy 

  Rose Van Dover 

  William J. Aiello 

 

FROM: William J. Conley, Jr., Esq 

SUBJECT: Re: Niantic Avenue Pathway 

 

DATE: October 16, 2025 

The Solicitor’s Office was asked to review documents submitted by the Harbor Manage-

ment Commission and members of the public regarding a pathway called Niantic Avenue, review 

additional documents upon the Solicitor’s Office own research, and to provide an opinion as to the 

status of the pathway being a public right-of-way (“ROW”) to the shoreline.  

 

BACKGROUND 

 

Niantic Avenue is located in the Watch Hill section of Westerly. It is a paved road that runs 

parallel to the beach. In an area where a curve in the road moves closer to the beach, a sandy path 

runs off the pavement parallel toward the shore. Just down the road, a similar path runs toward the 

shore off Everett Avenue. A CRMC designation request for Everett Avenue ROW is pending before 

the Rights of Way Subcommittee. See 2023-03-069. Both pathways are visible on recorded maps.  

These maps are as follows: 

• The first recorded map found is “Plat of Cottage Sites, ‘EVERETT FARM’, 

WATCH HILL, WASHINGTON COUNTY, R.I., Made by Jacob S. Burnet, Lyneas 

Norton, Walter St. Jno. Jones, Cincinnati, August 1, 1886”. See Map Book 2 Page 

21, recorded September 17, 1886. 

Pg.0261
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2 

• Another is the “Map of Cottage Sites EVERETT FARM WATCH HILL, RHODE 

ISLAND MADE BY JACOB S. BURNET, LYNEAS NORTON and WALTER ST. 

JOHN JONES 1886 Scale 100 feet to the inch”. See Map Book 2 Pages 86-87, 

recorded December 21, 1887.  

• There is also a plat called the “Amended Plat of Part of Everett Farm Watch Hill 

Rhode Island Made By Messrs. Burnet, Norton & Jones, Scale 100 feet per inch” 

dated June 1887 which also depicts a section of Niantic Avenue, including the area 

where the pathway lies. See Map Book 2 Page 28, recorded August 1, 1887.  

• Additionally, a plat titled the “Supplementary Map of Cottage Sites or a part of the 

Everett Farm, Watch Hill, Rhode Island, Made by the Order of Lynes Norton and 

Walter St. John Jones, Scale 100 feet to the inch, dated Jan. 1891” also depicts 

Niantic Avenue and the area where the pathway currently lies. See Map Book 2, 

Page 90-91, accurate recording date unknown1. 

Upon review of documents recorded in the Land Evidence Records, it appears that the so-called 

“Everett Farm” was conveyed to Mr. Burnet, Mr. Norton, and Mr. Jones for $22,500.00 by War-

ranty Deed of Charles J. Everett, dated June 12, 1886. See Book 27, Page 304, recorded June 17, 

1886. The deed conveyed approximately 120 acres, excepting therefrom eight lots which Mr. Ev-

erett already conveyed out to various purchasers. These eight lots were identified in the deed as 

being held by Robert A. Sherman and George Burdick, Elizabeth Adams and Elizabeth W. Bernap, 

Alice V. Collins, Elizabeth D. York, Dr. W. P. Langworthy, and E. K. Hunt. These lots appear on 

the September 17, 1886 Plat with the respective property owners’ names, and without being iden-

tified by lot numbers. 

 The Solicitor’s Office engaged the services of a title examiner to review the titles, back to 

1886, of the two lots abutting the pathway (Plat 179 Lot 71 and Plat 180 Lot 36A). These properties 

are owned by ES710, LLC and Peter H. Dooney. Title examinations of these two properties have 

 
1 The online Land Evidence Records has a date of December 21, 1887; however upon inquiry with the Town Clerk, 

there is no stamping on the actual map itself. The recording date listed online is likely an error. 
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been ordered, and the examinations are still being run. At this time, no other title examinations 

have been ordered.  

 The Solicitor’s Office has also been made aware that at one point, a sign was placed at the 

entrance to the Niantic Avenue pathway that depicted the seal of the Town of Westerly. According 

to Town Manager Shawn M. Lacey, the Town did not erect this sign or endorse the seal.   

 Documents submitted and held in the Town’s offices also show that there has been a long 

history of reviewing the status of the Niantic Avenue pathway as a ROW. In 1940, the Town of 

Westerly Town Council summoned a committee to review rights-of-way. After a diligent search, 

the Town of Westerly has not been able to locate these records. A portion of the committee’s report 

states that it finds on Assessor’s Plat 13, a road “from Ocean View Highway to Shore, South of 

Lot No. 2”. Based off old plat maps, this appears to be the Niantic Avenue pathway. However, 

since there is no full and complete record on file, it is not possible to know the committee’s reasons, 

findings, and interpretations. 

A booklet titled State of Rhode Island Public Rights-of-Way to the Shore”, held by the Tax 

Assessor’s office, describes the Niantic Avenue pathway as “Number: 8”. The document gives a 

recommendation that the way “should be considered as a potential area for recreational develop-

ment” and that “[a] marker should be erected to indicate the location of the right-of-way and the 

area should be maintained and policed.” The Town of Westerly at the May 25, 1970 Council Meet-

ing, the Town Council enacted an ordinance that referenced “Niantic Avenue, including public 

right-of-way running to beach” within it.2   

The review of the Niantic Avenue pathway didn’t end in 1970. A transcript of a CRMC 

hearing at the Westerly Town Hall on November 30, 1978 shows that the CRMC held a hearing on 

“Right of Way #8”. The descriptions of Right of Way #8 matches the Niantic Avenue pathway. 

This transcript shows that there was discussion about the CRMC designating it as a CRMC, how-

ever, only a partial transcript was submitted and the outcome of this particular hearing is 

 
2 The ordinance was amended several times: 1973, 1984, 1989, 1991, and 2010, all keep the language.  
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unknown. Another document that was submitted is titled a “Public Rights of Way Inventory – 

Town of Westerly”, and it appears to be signed by a “John F. Lallo”, however there is no typed 

name beneath the signature and no title given. The document does not state if it is affiliated with 

the CRMC, Town, or any other entity. It is undated. Nonetheless, the document states that Right 

of Way #8 is certified as a public right of way. 

 Another document submitted is a survey of the Niantic Avenue pathway. The survey is 

titled “Public Right of Way Prepared for The Coastal Resource Management Council Sub-Com-

mittee on Rights of Way, Westerly, Rhode Island, October 1979, Scale 1 inch Equal 40 Feet, Robert 

C. Cournoyer & Associates, Inc, 11 Main Street, Slatersville, Rhode Island 02876”. The top right 

corner of the references Right of Way 8 and the lower left corner references the Everett Farm plat. 

Despite these documents that seem to show that the CRMC found the pathway to be public, no 

documents submitted affirmatively announce or declare a designation. Another document titled 

“Status of ROWs in Westerly That Have Been Reviewed by the CRMC” review the events from 

the 1978 hearing (partial transcript referenced above), and it also states that on January 30, 1980 

the full Council reviewed the Subcommittee’s recommendations and that the full Council voted 

“to designate Niantic Avenue as Public ROW ‘A-4,’ and the motion carried.” However, the docu-

ment continues and states that at the August 12, 1980 Council meeting, a motion was made to 

“‘reconsider five of the thirteen ROWs that were designated on 1/30/80 so as to allow abutters 

through their legal counsel to submit additional evidence.’” This document presumes that Niantic 

Avenue is one of the five, “because Niantic Avenue has always been listed in the CRMC’s Annual 

Reports as ‘Action Pending’”.  

  It appears from these records submitted by the public and the HMC that the CRMC has 

never made a final decision. 
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LEGAL INTERPRETATION 

 

 For a parcel of land to become a public way, certain legal processes must be followed. 

From a review of the documents, the one most relevant here is common law incipient dedication3. 

Simply filing a plat plan in land evidence records in which roads are shown is enough for a right-

of-way to be dedicated for public use, unless a contrary intent is established: 

 

The lots were sold with reference to the plat, and unless an examination of the First 

Ebbs Plat reveals a manifest contrary intent, an incipient dedication of the streets 

on the Wharf resulted as a matter of law. 

Newport Realty, Inc. v. Lynch, 878 A.2d 1021, 1039 (R.I. 2005) (emphasis added).  The Rhode 

Island Supreme Court has “recognized that ‘the recordation of a plat with streets delineated thereon 

and lots sold with reference to the plat reveals the owner’s intent to offer the streets to the public 

for use as ways.’” Id. at 1033 (quoting Robidoux v. Pelletier, 120 R.I. 425, 434, 391 A.2d at 1156 

(1978)). Furthermore, “[i]t is not dependent on subdivision regulations or planning board approval. 

‘[I]n most instances, the filing and the acceptance of a plat plan are sufficient evidence of a land-

owner’s intent to dedicate land for road purposes, particularly in situations in which lots are sub-

sequently sold with reference to the recorded plat.’” Id. (quoting Donnelly v. Cowsill, 716 A.2d 

742, 748 (R.I. 1998).  An examination of the abutters’ deeds show that the property descriptions 

reference the Evertt Farm plat, and they also reference that the properties abut the Niantic Avenue 

pathway. For instance, the ES701, LLC deed describes the property as being “bounded … on the 

east by the roadway between Lots 93 and 94 on said Everett Farm Plat.”  

When determining whether there was an intent to dedicate, the courts have looked closely 

at recorded plats by closely examining the precision in which lot lines were drawn.  In Newport 

Realty, a dispute arose regarding the “legal status of the streets and ways” on wharves at Newport 

Harbor. 878 A.2d 1021, 1025 (R.I. 2005).  The Plaintiffs claimed ownership of the streets and ways 

 
3 In some of Westerly’s other pending ROW matters, we have discussed a statutory dedication. That analysis is not 

applicable here, because the Everett Farm plat pre-dates the Public Law that established the statutory dedication 

mechanisms. 
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on the wharves, claiming that they were private rights of way. Id. In 1912, a plat plan and deed 

were filed in Land Evidence that “depicts unobstructed, open roadways running westward from 

Thames Street to North Commercial Wharf and Scott’s Wharf.”  Id. at 1026.  The Supreme Court 

held that there was an incipient dedication, because “[a]fter careful examination of the First Ebbs 

Plat, we glean no indication that the trustees intended the roads to be private rights of way.  There 

are no lines, markings, or writings on the plat or any language in the deeds that suggest anything 

other than an incipient dedication [ ... ].”  Id. at 1041.  Furthermore, the court held that an exami-

nation into intent should only be done if the plat is unclear: 

 

Only after a finding that the lines and figures drawn on the development plan “may 

be unclear as to their intended purpose,” or capable of more than one meaning, 

should a fact-finder undertake the analysis set forth in Robidoux and Volpe and “in-

terpret the meaning of the disputed item by careful scrutiny of all lines, figures, and 

letters that appear on the map as well as whatever pertinent evidence may be ad-

duced by the litigants.” 

 

Id. at 1042 (citing Robidoux v Pelletier, 120 R.I. 425 at 434, 391 A.2d 1150 at 1155, and Volpe v. 

Marina Parks, Inc., 101 R.I. 80, 86 (1966)) (internal citations removed) (emphasis in original).  

Inconsistencies in plats can raise questions as to the intent of the drafters.  In Drescher v 

Johannessen, a 1986 plat showed an area labeled as a “proposed road” which was drawn using 

both solid and dashed lines. 45 A.3d 1218, 1231 (R.I. 2012).  The trial justice determined that the 

intent to dedicate the roadway was unclear, because of inconsistencies in the lines depicted on the 

plat.  Id.  The Supreme Court affirmed, holding that there was no clear intent to dedicate the road 

to the public.  Id. 

 In another examination of inconsistencies, the Rhode Island Supreme Court in Kilmarten 

v. Barbuto held that an area of beach was not dedicated to the public due to “vast differences 

between ... boundary lines”. 158 A.3d 735, 747-48 (R.I. 2017).  One boundary line was “‘thick, 

straight, uninterrupted’” while another area had “‘a series of very narrow undulating lines.’”  Id. 

at 748.  Furthermore, in Robidoux v Pelletier, a road was drawn with broken lines, while others 

were drawn with solid lines.  120 R.I. 425, 435 (1978).  The court held, “while several inferences 
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may be drawn about the different manner of representing Hey Road from other roadways and 

public areas, the trial justice concluded that the drafters’ choice to use broken lines indicated that 

Hey Road, unlike the other thoroughfares, was not meant to serve the general public.” Id.  The 

Supreme Court affirmed the decision.  Id. at 439. 

 Unlike in Drescher, Kilmarten, and Robidoux, the Everett Farm Plat contains no inconsist-

encies with how the roads are depicted.  Niantic Avenue, including the area where the pathway is 

located, is delineated with solid lines and labeled clearly as “Niantic Avenue” with no language 

which reflects on intention to keep the pathway private or reserved.  Like Newport Realty, Niantic 

Avenue, including the location of the pathway, is also drawn consistently with other streets on the 

plat.  This is enough to show that there was an incipient dedication as a matter of law. On the face 

of the document, it is the opinion of the Solicitor’s Office that the Everett Farm Plat appears to 

fulfill the requirements of a dedication. It is possible that additional documents not reviewed by 

the Solicitor’s Office may show a contrary intent. It is possible that something in the titles may 

reveal an intent for the pathway to be private. However, a review of other documents, such as 

deeds and other instruments, should only done by the factfinder if the plat itself is determined to 

be ambiguous. 

 After a road is dedicated, it must be accepted by public use or official action.  Drescher v 

Johannessen, 45 A.3d at 1230-31 (R.I. 2012), see also Gammons v. Caswell, 447 A.2d 361, 366 

(R.I. 1982) (citing Parrillo v. Riccitelli, 84 R.I. 276, 123 A.2d 248 (R.I. 1956); Marwell Construc-

tion Co. v. Mayor and Board of Aldermen of Providence, 61 R.I. 314, 200 A. 976 (R.I. 1938)). 

There is little Rhode Island case law that delves into what constitutes “official action”, though it 

is an official, affirmative act, taken on behalf of the Town, such as a vote of the Town Council. 

Davis v. Town of Exeter, 285 A.3d 15, 18 (R.I. 2022) (“Estate Drive was officially accepted as a 

public road by the town council”.) Most of the case law lies in analysis of public use.  

The Rhode Island Supreme Court has discussed the process of public use to accept a dedi-

cation: “To complete such a dedication and establish as public highways the streets that appear on 

the recorded plat, there must be an acceptance on the part of the public.  Such an acceptance may 
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8 

be accomplished by public user or by appropriate action on the part of public authorities.”  Newport 

Realty, supra at 1034 (internal citations omitted).  Furthermore, “the acceptance of such dedication, 

by using it, on the part of the public, must also appear. Where these two facts concur, the dedication 

is complete.”  Union Co. v. Peckham, 16 R.I. 64, 12 A. 130, 130 (1888) (citing Fairfield v. Morey, 

44 Vt. 239,243 (1872)) (emphasis added).   

In Sartor v. Coastal Res. Mgmt. Council, 542 A.2d 1077, 1078 (R.I. 1988), the court heard 

a dispute on whether petitioner’s predecessor in interest dedicated a portion of a parcel now held 

by petitioner as a public right-of-way.  The right-of-way was found on maps as early as 1931, was 

included on tax assessor’s plats as a right-of-way, and “[t]estimony [ ... ] asserted [the] public right-

of-way was used as such for fishing up until the time that petitioner’s immediate predecessor ac-

quired the parcel, at which point the right-of-way was blocked off.”  Id. at 1079.  The Rhode Island 

Supreme Court held “that the evidence submitted establishes that the passageway in question is a 

public right-of-way by dedication and usage.”  Id. at 1084.  In our case, it is clear Birch Drive has 

been used by the public, it has shown on tax assessor’s plats since at least the 1970s, and the town 

has maintained the road for the benefit of the public. 

In Newport Realty, the Supreme Court held that the trial justice was in error for overlooking 

the uncontested fact that the public had used the streets and ways on the wharf, “accordingly, the 

second prong [public use] of the analysis has been conclusively established.” Id. at 1035.   

Here, the Solicitor’s Office has some documents that could indicate official acts taken by 

the Town to accept the dedication, but the records are incomplete, such as the 1940 ROW Com-

mittee reports. Without an extensive precedent on examining “official action” in Rhode Island, it 

is impossible to determine if a Court would find that the Ordinances that merely reference a ROW 

is an “official action”.  

The Solicitor’s Office also does not have any documents on the extent of public use of 

Niantic Avenue. It is possible that the CRMC files that the Solicitor’s Office has requested have 

transcripts of the 1978 hearings that include public testimony. The Solicitor’s Office has reviewed 

aerial photographs included in the files submitted, as well as independently reviewed aerial 
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9 

photographs on the State archives. The aerial photographs clearly show a worn footpath in the 

location of Niantic Avenue. However, it is impossible to determine who used the footpath based 

on the aerial photographs alone. Individuals who own property on a plat are not considered mem-

bers of the public, so their use alone cannot establish public acceptance. The Solicitor’s Office 

suggests that individuals with knowledge of public use to please provide such information to the 

Town, such as the names and contact information of individuals who use the pathway. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

The Solicitor’s Office finds, based on the Everett Farm Plat, that it is persuasive that a 

dedication was offered. Furthermore, since the CRMC reviewed the matter in 1978 and made an 

initial determination that Niantic Avenue was a public right-of-way, yet never made its final deci-

sion, the Solicitor recommends that a request be made to CRMC to re-open the file and make a 

final decision on the status of the Niantic Avenue pathway. 
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621 A.2d 697 (1993)

Dennis F. O'REILLY et al.

v.

TOWN OF GLOCESTER.

No. 91-238-Appeal.

March 2, 1993.

Supreme Court of Rhode Island.

*698 Bradford Gorham, Gorham & Gorham, Providence, John F. McDonough, North Providence, for

plaintiffs.

698

Mildred Doar, pro se.

Salvatore Scialo, pro se.

Matthew Callaghan, Jr., North Kingston, Robert Karmen, Flanders & Medeiros, Providence, for

defendant.

OPINION

MURRAY, Justice.

The plaintiffs in this case are several landowners in the town of Glocester whose properties abut a right-

of-way. The plaintiffs brought suit in Superior Court, seeking to have the court order the defendant, town

of Glocester (Glocester), to locate, mark, and repair this right-of-way so that it would be safe for travel.

The trial justice denied the plaintiffs' complaint, and the plaintiffs' appealed to this court.

We begin with a review of the background and history of this case. The right-of-way that is the subject of

plaintiffs' lawsuit is a trail or path known as a driftway. Driftways were common forms of rights-ofway

created by Rhode Island towns in the early part of this state's history and established in areas where the

placement of roads would be expensive for the town and inconvenient for the abutting landowners. A

1772 enactment of the colonial General Assembly empowered towns to create driftways. It states:

"AN ACT empowering the several Town-Councils, in this Colony, to lay out Drift-Ways in

their respective Towns.

*699 "WHEREAS it frequently happens that Ways for the passing of People and Carriages

are necessary to be made through Places where the laying out Highways will be very

inconvenient, and burthensome to the Proprietors of the Land, and expensive to the Towns;

and the laying out Drift-Ways will answer the End:

699

"BE it therefore Enacted by this General Assembly, and, by the Authority thereof, It is

Enacted, That the several Town-Councils in this Colony be, and they are hereby,

empowered to lay out Drift-Ways in their respective Towns, in such Places, and of such
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Width, as they shall think necessary, as fully as by Law they are empowered to lay out

Highways: That such Drift-Ways be laid out in the same Manner, and be under the same

Regulations, in every Respect, as Highways are: That the Damages shall be ascertained

by the Town-Council, in the same Manner as in laying out Highways: That it shall be in the

Power of the Town-Council to order and direct who shall be at the Charge of maintaining

Gates and Bars, where any such Drift-Way or Drift-Ways shall be laid out: And that, for the

future, when a Committee shall be appointed to lay out any Highway or Drift-Way, such

Committee may be sworn by the Town-Council, or the Justice of the Peace appointed to

attend upon them." 1772 R.I. Acts & Resolves 47-48.

This statutory provision also appears in the Public Laws of 1822 entitled "An act for laying out

Highways." This 1822 enactment substituted for the words "in this Colony" the words "in this State" and

thereby empowered town councils to create driftways in the newly formed State of Rhode Island. P.L.

1822, § 3 at 287.

In 1829 the Glocester Town Council created the driftway at issue in this case. The trial justice found as

follows:

"On April 11, 1829 the Town Council of Glocester appointed a committee `to lay out a drift

or bridleway from the Turnpike road, west of Benjamin Dexter's by Oliver Cornwell's and

William Cook[e]'s to the road that leads from the Foster line to Cyprus Burlingame's in the

best place, and where it will due [sic] the least damage, they keeping up good gates and

bars.' The committee thereupon, according to their report, `proceeded to the southwesterly

part of said Town of Glocester and therein surveyed[,] bounded[,] and marked out a drift or

bridle way.' On May 8, 1829, the committee submitted its report to the council, including a

description of the course of the way it marked out, and annexing an `exact draft or plan of

said driftway.' The return of their report was accepted, approved and ordered to be

recorded at a council meeting on May 9, 1829."

The trial justice also found that there was a right-of-way located in the approximate location set out in

this 1829 report to the town council. The course of this driftway appears in both a tax assessor's map of

this area (see Appendix) as well as in the committee report published in the Glocester town records.

There was also testimony before the trial justice concerning actual use of the driftway in the early part of

this century. Mildred Lucy Doar, a plaintiff in this case, stated that she drove over the driftway in a 1936

Chevrolet automobile.

The evidence demonstrated that by 1965 the driftway had fallen into disrepair, having become

overgrown by trees and brush. The bridges and culverts along the driftway are and were partially

broken. The trial justice noted that many decades have passed since any automobile drove over the

right-of-way. Moreover the general public had ceased to use the right-of-way. The only users of the

driftway were the abutting landowners who walked and occasionally searched for blueberries along its

path.

Notwithstanding this prolonged period of nonuse and government failure to maintain, this driftway is

ascertainable. The trial justice wrote, "[A] modern surveyor should have no great difficulty in

reconstructing the location of the original driftway. * * * The Court finds as a fact that there is a public

driftway presently in existence *700 in the Town of Glocester as laid out and surveyed in the Committee700
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report of May 8, 1829."

Glocester does not contest the trial justice's finding that the town legally created this driftway in 1829.

Glocester nevertheless refused plaintiffs' request to locate, mark, and repair the driftway. Glocester

argues (1) that the town council successfully "abandoned" the driftway in 1968, (2) that even if the town

council never abandoned the driftway, under current law the town has no obligation to repair the

driftway, (3) that the doctrine of laches precludes plaintiffs from suing the town, and (4) that the General

Assembly's enactment of G.L. 1956 (1989 Reenactment) § 24-6-5, as enacted by P.L. 1990, ch. 511, §

1, eliminates any remedy otherwise available to plaintiffs. We address each of these issues on this

appeal.

I

THE ABANDONMENT PROCEDURES

The first issue we address is whether Glocester ever officially abandoned the driftway at issue in this

case. The law is clear in Rhode Island that a town cannot abandon its obligation to maintain a right-of-

way by simply failing to fulfill its maintenance obligations. Wall v. Eisenstadt, 51 R.I. 339, 345, 154 A.

651, 653 (1931); Knowles v. Knowles, 25 R.I. 325, 330-31, 55 A. 755, 757 (1903). General Laws 1956

(1989 Reenactment) chapter 6 of title 24 contains a number of requirements that a town must fulfill

before successfully abandoning a right-of-way.

We start with § 24-6-2, which requires any town attempting to abandon a right-of-way to provide notice

to landowners whose land abuts the right-of-way of the pendency of the abandonment proceedings.

Pursuant to § 24-6-2 a town must hold a hearing so that these landowners may argue against the

abandonment and present evidence concerning the damage the landowners will incur if the

abandonment proceedings go forward.

In addition to preabandonment notice, § 24-6-1, as amended by P.L. 1992, ch. 55, § 1, and P.L. 1992,

ch. 298, § 1, requires a town to provide the public with postabandonment notice. This notice must come

in two forms. First, the town must post a sign stating, "Not a public highway," on the right-of-way in

question. Second, the town must publish notice of the abandonment for three successive weeks in a

newspaper circulated in the city or town. These notice provisions help ensure that the general public will

be aware that the town has terminated its obligation to maintain the right-of-way. Section 24-6-1 also

provides that successful abandonment of a right-of-way causes title to the land on which the right-of-way

sits to revert to the owners of the property adjacent to the right-of-way.

Finally, §§ 24-6-3 and 24-6-4 are damage provisions that entitle an abutting property owner to an

assessment of damages once a town officially abandons its obligation to maintain a right-of-way.

On March 14, 1968, Samuel Cate, a plaintiff, and Hazel Aubin, a predecessor in title to some of the

abutting landowners, petitioned Glocester to abandon the driftway officially pursuant to these statutory

provisions. A hearing was held and the town council took the position that it would not abandon the

driftway unless Samuel Cate, one of the petitioners, granted Glocester an easement to use the driftway.

The minutes to a town council meeting held on July 12, 1968, state:
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"It was VOTED that the petition to abandon the driftway running through the Amos W.

Cooke farm and the Hazel Aubin Property be granted on the condition that Samuel Cate

grant to the Town of Glocester an easement to the said Dexter Farm from Mt. Hygeia Road

satisfactory to the Town Council."

The trial justice noted in his decision that there were two possible reasons why Glocester chose to

attach this condition to the abandonment of the driftway. First, Glocester may have been attempting to

preserve the rights of the general public to use the driftway. Second, Glocester held tax title to one of the

properties that abuts *701 the driftway. Glocester may have been attempting to maintain the value of this

property by ensuring that some right-of-way would exist so that future owners of the land would have

access to the property.

701

Regardless of Glocester's motivations, Samuel Cate never granted Glocester an easement to use the

driftway. The abandonment proceeding did not go forward. Glocester never posted notice on the

driftway concerning its abandonment, nor did Glocester publish notice in a newspaper. The petitioners

never collected damages as a result of this conditional abandonment.

In the lower court proceeding, Glocester argued that somehow the town could waive the condition of the

easement and thereby substantially comply with the abandonment statutes. We agree with the trial

justice that Glocester never abandoned the driftway.

II

GLOCESTER'S DUTY TO MAINTAIN THE DRIFTWAY

In addressing the second legal issue, whether Glocester has a legal duty to locate, mark, and repair this

right-of-way, we once again return to the 1829 town council records concerning the driftway. The records

indicate that the town council, by vote on June 6, 1829, imposed the duty to repair this driftway upon

highway district No. 48. At the time, Glocester divided the town into over forty highway districts with

each district repairing and maintaining its own rights-of-way.

Starting in 1896, Glocester began reducing the number of highway districts, and the town provided for

the maintenance of rights-of-way on a townwide basis. In 1896 Glocester reduced the number of

highway districts to four. Finally in 1900 Glocester consolidated the remaining highway districts into one

district, with the town assuming the duty to maintain all rights-of-way within its borders.

The General Assembly imposed the duty to maintain rights-of-way upon towns by a statute found in the

Public Laws of 1822. It is difficult to cite to the Public Laws of 1822 because the compilation is not

organized by title or chapter. One will find, however, on page 286 of this compilation a section entitled

"Highways." On page 290, one will find "An act for the Mending of Highways and Bridges." It states:

"That all highways, townways, causeways and bridges lying and being within the bounds of

any town, shall be kept in repair and amended from time to time, so that the same may be

safe and convenient for travelers with their horses, teams, carts and carriages, at all

seasons of the year, at the proper charge and expence of such town, under the care and

direction of the surveyor and surveyors of the highways." P.L. 1822 at 290.
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This statutory provision has been controlling law in Rhode Island throughout the state's history and, with

few changes, is codified today at G.L. 1956 (1989 Reenactment) § 24-5-1.

Glocester focuses on the precise language found in the modern version of this 1822 "act for the

Mending of Highways and Bridges" in arguing that the town has no duty to maintain the driftway.

Glocester asserts that because § 24-5-1 expressly mentions "causeways, highways, and bridges" as

falling within a town's maintenance obligations, the omission of the word "driftway" eliminates all

maintenance obligations of the town with regard to this type of right-of-way.

Glocester's interpretation of "An act for the Mending of Highways and Bridges" and § 24-5-1 is without

merit. In the Public Laws of 1822, three pages before "An act for the Mending of Highways and Bridges,"

one will find "An act for laying out Highways." P.L. 1822 at 286. As noted earlier in this opinion, this

enactment empowers towns to create driftways and equates driftways with highways. It states that "such

driftways, be laid out in the same manner, and be under the same regulations in every respect, as

highways are." P.L. 1822, § 3 at 287. The General Assembly has never repealed this statute, and its

meaning controls. Since the town has an express duty to maintain highways, and since towns are to

treat driftways in *702 the same manner as highways, it follows that the town's maintenance duties also

extend to driftways.

702

The practice of the town of Glocester in regard to this driftway confirms this interpretation of the statute.

Glocester kept records of the town's maintenance of this driftway in 1829. These records indicate that

Glocester interpreted the Public Laws of 1822 as imposing upon the town a duty to maintain the

driftway.

We believe that the language found in the enactment creating driftways that equates driftways with

highways and Glocester's behavior in response to this enactment indicate that Glocester has and has

always had a duty to maintain this driftway.

III

LACHES

Thus far our opinion has been in complete accord with the decision of the trial justice. Glocester legally

established a driftway in 1829, Glocester has never abandoned this driftway, and Glocester continues to

have a duty to maintain and repair this driftway. We must now turn to the crux of plaintiffs' lawsuit —

whether these plaintiffs have a right to compel the town to open and repair this right-of-way.

In addressing this issue, the trial justice cited our decision in Wolfe v. City of Providence, 77 R.I. 192,

200, 74 A.2d 843, 848 (1950), wherein we held that landowners whose property abuts a right-of-way

own the fee of a public highway adjacent to their property to the middle of the way. This court went on to

hold in Wolfe that abutting property owners have a right to sue towns to remove obstructions in a public

right-of-way. Id. at 203, 74 A.2d at 849. Thus the trial justice recognized that precedent exists for

affording plaintiffs relief. Notwithstanding this precedent, the trial justice denied plaintiffs' claim to have

Glocester reopen the driftway on the ground of laches.

Laches is an equitable defense that precludes a lawsuit by a plaintiff who has negligently sat on his or
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her rights to the detriment of a defendant. Fitzgerald v. O'Connell, 120 R.I. 240, 245, 386 A.2d 1384,

1387 (1978). A court applying the defense of laches must use a two-part test. First, there must be

negligence on the part of the plaintiff that leads to a delay in the prosecution of the case. Id. Second, this

delay must prejudice the defendant. Id. In Chase v. Chase, 20 R.I. 202, 203-04, 37 A. 804, 805 (1897),

this court stated:

"Laches, in legal significance, is not mere delay, but delay that works a disadvantage to

another. So long as parties are in the same condition, it matters little whether one presses

a right promptly or slowly, within limits allowed by law; but when, knowing his rights, he

takes no steps to enforce them until the condition of the other party has, in good faith,

become so changed that he cannot be restored to his former state, if the right be then

enforced, delay becomes inequitable and operates as an estoppel against the assertion of

the right. The disadvantage may come from loss of evidence, change of title, intervention of

equities and other causes; but when a court sees negligence on one side and injury

therefrom on the other, it is a ground for denial of relief."

Applying this test to the facts of this case, the trial justice concluded that laches barred plaintiffs' lawsuit.

The trial justice wrote:

"This marked inertia by abutting landowners for at least a quarter century, and probably

longer, plainly lulled the town government into ignoring this way entirely. Obviously, if there

had been some move to open this way back in the 1940's or 1950's, when it just began to

develop its impassability, the town could economically have followed the statutory route for

abandonment. The compensation to the abutters might well have been significantly less

than they are today or would have been, even in 1974 or 1975, when the plaintiffs first

petitioned for the opening of the way. The negligence of the plaintiffs, and their

predecessors in title, in failing to assert their rights is plain for this Court to see. The injury

to *703 the Town is likewise apparent. The cause of that injury is the long-standing inaction

of the abutters in asserting their rights. The application of the doctrine of estoppel by laches

is inescapable."

703

We recognize that the application of the defense of laches is generally committed to the discretion of the

trial justice. Nickerson v. Cass, 93 R.I. 495, 498, 177 A.2d 384, 385-86 (1962). We believe, however,

that the trial justice incorrectly concluded that laches barred plaintiffs' lawsuit.

Many courts faced with the application of laches have disfavored this equitable defense in situations

wherein the plaintiff's lawsuit seeks to vindicate rights of the general public. See United States v.

California, 332 U.S. 19, 39-40, 67 S.Ct. 1658, 1668-69, 91 L.Ed. 1889, 1899 (1947); United States v.

Summerlin, 310 U.S. 414, 416, 60 S.Ct. 1019, 1020, 84 L.Ed. 1283, 1285 (1940). These Courts have

found that laches does not operate as a defense in cases of public interest for two basic reasons: (1) the

importance of rights at stake when the interests of the public are asserted and (2) the determination that

those rights cannot be compromised or forfeited by the negligent or illegal acts of public officials who fail

to carry out their government obligations. Student Public Interest Research Group of New Jersey v. P.D.

Oil & Chemical Storage, Inc., 627 F. Supp. 1074, 1085 (D.N.J. 1986).

This reluctance of courts to apply laches in cases of public interest arises in two contexts. First, the

doctrine of laches generally does not apply when the government sues a private party to assert a public
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right. The Federal District Court in Rhode Island addressed such a case in Violet v. Picillo, 648 F. Supp.

1283, 1295 n. 10 (D.R.I. 1986). In Violet the Attorney General of Rhode Island sued a generator of

hazardous waste under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act

(CERCLA), 42 U.S.C. §§ 9601(32), 9607. Violet, 648 F. Supp. at 1285. The court held that the

defendant could not assert the defense of laches against the government when the government seeks

to protect to public interest. Id. at 1295 n. 10.

A second context wherein this concern for the public interest arises is where a private individual, as

opposed to the government, asserts rights of public importance. See Lake Michigan Federation v.

United States Army Corps of Engineers, 742 F. Supp. 441, 446-47 (N.D. Ill. 1990) (holding that laches

does not bar a suit by a private plaintiff seeking to ensure that the government acts in accordance with

the public interest); Connecticut Fund For the Environment, Inc. v. Upjohn Co., 660 F. Supp. 1397,

1413-14 (D.Conn. 1987). In both these contexts, courts have taken the position that when public rights

are at stake, courts should disfavor the defense of laches.

Although this court has not addressed the importance of public rights in the context of laches, this court

has employed analogous reasoning in the context of adverse possession. In a number of cases we held

that the public cannot lose its right to use public land on the basis of an adverse-possession claim by a

private party. Wall, 51 R.I. at 345, 154 A. at 653; Knowles, 25 R.I. at 330-31, 55 A. at 757. See also Hall

v. Nascimento, 594 A.2d 874, 877 (R.I. 1991) (holding that all state-owned land is held in "trust" by the

government for the benefit of the public and cannot be extinguished by a private right of action based on

adverse possession). As in the context of laches, these precedents rest on the belief that the public right

to use government property cannot be forfeited by the nonuse on the part of the public or the failure of

the government to maintain the property.

This reasoning applies with equal force to the facts of this case. Chapter 6 of title 24 of the General

Laws establishes the procedures a town must follow when seeking to remove rights-of-way from the

public domain. These procedures are exclusive. The public could not lose the right to use this driftway

on the basis of an adverse-possession claim by the abutting landowners. Wall, 51 R.I. at 345, 154 A. at

653. *704 Moreover, the public cannot forfeit its right to use the right-of-way on the basis of the equitable

defense of laches. The public interest in this case precludes the use of this defense.

704

In concluding that equity required the barring of plaintiffs' claims, the trial justice found that the

application of laches was especially apt because the public interest in having the town open the driftway

was minimal. The trial justice stated that there is "no evidence of any deprivation of any public right to

travel" since an alternative route runs parallel to the driftway along Mt. Hygeia Road.

We disagree that there has been no injury to the public. The evidence clearly established that the

driftway was in a complete state of disrepair. How is the public expected to use a right-of-way that is not

fit for travel? Indeed, it is likely that any lack of public interest in this right-of-way is a direct consequence

of Glocester's failure to maintain it. Moreover, if the town were to conclude that there is little public

interest in the use of this driftway, the appropriate method for removing this right-of-way from the public

domain is to follow the statutory abandonment procedures. Glocester cannot extinguish its obligation to

maintain this driftway, or in the alternative, to provide abutting landowners with damages, by failing to

fulfill its maintenance obligations for a prolonged period of time.

We also do not believe that a straightforward application of the laches defense, ignoring the public

O'REILLY v. Town of Glocester, 621 A. 2d 697 - RI: Supreme Court 19... https://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=1389217491388481823...
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interest in this case, leads to a different result. In order for laches to apply, plaintiffs must have failed to

do something that equity would require them to do. See, e.g., United States v. Olin Corp., 606 F. Supp.

1301, 1309 (N.D.Ala. 1985). The obligation of towns to maintain rights-of-way, however, does not derive

from a requirement that citizens complain when the government fails to fulfill its maintenance

obligations. The obligation to maintain rights-of-way is a legal obligation imposed upon towns by the

General Assembly. See § 24-5-1 and its legislative history. Although plaintiffs may have been negligent

in failing to assert their rights sooner, Glocester was equally negligent in failing to fulfill its statutory

obligation to maintain the right-of-way. Any prejudice Glocester will suffer by repairing this driftway is

prejudice occasioned by its own failure to act. Accordingly we conclude that laches does not operate as

a defense to plaintiffs' lawsuit.

IV

THE CONSTITUTIONALITY OF § 24-6-5

Our resolution of the laches issue does not end our review of this case. On July 13, 1990, less than two

months after the trial justice issued his decision and less than one month after plaintiffs filed a notice of

appeal to this court, the General Assembly enacted § 24-6-5. It states:

"SECTION 1. CHAPTER 24-6 OF THE GENERAL LAWS ENTITLED `ABANDONMENT BY

TOWNS' IS HEREBY AMENDED BY ADDING THERETO THE FOLLOWING SECTION:

"24-6-5. Abandonment by nonuse. — Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this

chapter, when a public way of any kind in the town of Glocester has ceased to be used by

the public and maintained by the town of Glocester for a period of twenty (20) years or

more it shall be deemed abandoned and the abutting landowners shall not be entitled to

recover damages against the city or town. Upon such abandonment the abutting

landowners shall have a private right of access to their land along the abandoned way.

"SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon passage and shall apply retroactively to July 1,

1970." P.L. 1990, ch. 511, §§ 1, 2.

This statute is controlling law in this case even though the statute was not in effect at the time of trial

and the trial justice never addressed it in his decision. Under Rhode Island law if the General Assembly

changes the law while a case is pending appeal, the law in effect at the *705 time of the appeal controls

the case. See Rekowski v. Cucca, 542 A.2d 664, 666 (R.I.1988).

705

The more difficult question is whether we can constitutionally apply the retroactivity provision found in §

24-6-5. At the outset, we comment on two remarkable characteristics of this legislation. First, § 24-6-5

affords to Glocester residents fewer rights than those held by property owners in other towns in Rhode

Island. The General Assembly has given the town councils in every other town two options with regard

to the town's regulation of roads and other rights-of-way. A town can choose to repair and maintain the

right-of-way pursuant to its statutory obligation. See § 24-5-1. In the alternative, if the town does not

want to continue to maintain the right-of-way, and the public has ceased to use the right-of-way, the town

can follow the abandonment procedures set forth in chapter 6 of title 24. Should the town choose to

follow the abandonment procedures, however, the town must pay damages to abutting landowners as a

O'REILLY v. Town of Glocester, 621 A. 2d 697 - RI: Supreme Court 19... https://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=1389217491388481823...
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consequence of this removal of the right-of-way from the public domain. See §§ 24-6-3 and 24-6-4.

Glocester, according to § 24-6-5, does not face this dilemma. Glocester can choose not to maintain the

right-of-way. In addition Glocester can avoid the abandonment procedures, including its obligation to pay

damages to the abutting property owners. According to § 24-6-5, after Glocester has failed to maintain a

right-of-way for twenty consecutive years, Glocester owes no duty to compensate its residents following

the abandonment of a public way.

The second remarkable characteristic of the legislation is its retroactivity provision. Section 2 of this act

makes § 24-6-5 retroactive to July 1, 1970. To understand the effect of this retroactivity provision, it is

helpful to contrast the prospective application of this legislation with its retroactive application.

Prospectively, the twenty-year abandonment period provided by § 24-6-5 would begin to run on July 13,

1990, the date the statute became law. Abutting property owners in Glocester would be on notice that

after twenty years of nonuse by the public, the right-of-way adjacent to their land would no longer be

maintained by the town and they would no longer be entitled to damages following its removal. Abutting

landowners in Glocester would then be aware of the impending devaluation of their property that would

result from this removal of the road, turnpike, or driftway.

Retroactively, § 24-6-5 has a much more onerous effect. Section 24-6-5 became law on July 13, 1990.

Yet the statute is retroactive to July 1, 1970, and hence the twenty-year abandonment period begins to

run from that date. For these plaintiffs who for close to twenty-five years have asserted their right to live

adjacent to a maintained right-of-way, § 24-6-5 extinguishes their right to maintenance and repair

without any advance notice. Section 24-6-5 devalues these people's properties and never affords them

an opportunity, in advance, to sell their property or make alternative arrangements for its use consistent

with the town's removal of the right-of-way.

We agree with plaintiffs that this court cannot apply § 24-6-5 retroactively without violating the due

process clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution. This court, following

United States Supreme Court precedents, has stated that retroactive legislation, like prospective

legislation, must meet the test of due process. Brennan v. Kirby, 529 A.2d 633, 639 (R.I. 1987). See

Usery v. Turner Elkhorn Mining Co., 428 U.S. 1, 16-17, 96 S.Ct. 2882, 2893, 49 L.Ed.2d 752, 767

(1976). In deciding whether due process has been met, this court must uphold the legislation if a rational

legislative purpose justifies the retroactive application of the statute. Brennan, 529 A.2d at 640 (citing

Pension Benefit Guaranty Corp. v. R.A. Gray & Co., 467 U.S. 717, 731, 104 S.Ct. 2709, 2719, 81

L.Ed.2d 601, 612 (1984)).

In the past, when examining the validity of retroactive legislation, we have applied a balancing test to

determine whether the retroactive application of the statute is rationally based. In Lawrence v. Anheuser-

Busch, *706 Inc., 523 A.2d 864 (R.I. 1987), we quoted with approval the approach suggested by

Professor Charles B. Hochman in The Supreme Court and the Constitutionality of Retroactive

Legislation, 73 Harv. L.Rev. 692 (1960). Professor Hochman wrote,

706

"[F]rom an analysis of the cases it becomes apparent that it is impossible to reduce the

potentially infinite variety of situations in which the problem of retroactivity can arise to a

single common denominator. However, it is just as clear that the factor most often

appearing in these cases is the extent to which the parties have laid reasonable reliance on

the law existing at the time of the conduct whose legal consequences the retroactive

O'REILLY v. Town of Glocester, 621 A. 2d 697 - RI: Supreme Court 19... https://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=1389217491388481823...
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statute would alter. The importance of this element is apparent when one considers that in

very general terms the two major factors to be weighed in determining the validity of a

retroactive statute are the strength of the public interest it serves and the unfairness

created by its retroactive operation, and the reliance of the parties on preexisting law is

perhaps the most accurate gauge of the latter." Lawrence, 523 A.2d at 870.

Professor Hochman's test simply balances the public interest in the retroactive application of the statute

with the reliance interest of the parties on the preexisting law.

The United States Supreme Court decision in Usery, 428 U.S. at 17, 96 S.Ct. at 2893, 49 L.Ed.2d at

767, also inquired into a party's reliance on preexisting law. In Usery, the Supreme Court examined the

retroactive portions of the Federal Coal Mine Health and Safety Act, as amended by the Black Lung

Benefits Act of 1972, which required coal mine operators to compensate workers suffering from

pneumoconiosis, a lung disease, which inflicted the worker before the enactment of the statute. Id. at

16-17, 96 S.Ct. at 2892-93, 49 L.Ed.2d at 766-67. The Supreme Court wrote:

"the justification for the retrospective imposition of liability must take into account the

possibilities that the Operators may not have known of the danger of their employees'

contracting pneumoconiosis, and that even if they did know of the danger their conduct

may have been taken in reliance upon the current state of the law, which imposed no

liability on them for disabling pneumoconiosis." Id. at 17, 96 S.Ct. at 2893, 49 L.Ed.2d at

767.

A more recent United States Supreme Court case dealing with retroactive legislation, Pension Guaranty

Benefit Corp., 467 U.S. at 730, 104 S.Ct. at 2718, 81 L.Ed.2d at 611, did not employ this balancing test,

nor did the Court inquire into the reliance interests of the parties. The Supreme Court held that

retroactive legislation meets the test for due process if it is supported by a rational legislative purpose.

Id. In making this determination, a court may inquire into whether retroactive application of the statute

leads to a "particularly harsh and oppressive result." Id. at 733, 104 S.Ct. at 2720, 81 L.Ed.2d at 613-14.

We believe that under either formulation of the test for retroactivity, the retroactive application of §

24-6-5 violates due process. The first step is to examine the public purpose justifying the retroactive

application of the statute. Glocester maintains that "[r]ural towns like Glocester are replete with ancient

roads and driftways that long ago have fallen into disuse." Glocester asserts that if all the abutting

landowners sued to have these roads opened, the result would be financial calamity for the state.

Even a cursory review of this legislation reveals that this statute is not rationally related to this stated

public purpose. In the present case these plaintiffs will likely be the only plaintiffs burdened by the

retroactive application of this statute. On its face this statute only applies to the small town of Glocester,

and within that small town, only to plaintiffs whose property abuts a right-of-way that the town has failed

to maintain. Moreover, by making this legislation retroactive for twenty years, the statute cuts off the

rights of these plaintiffs who have been trying to have the town open this driftway. We believe that the

General Assembly enacted this legislation not with the intention of forwarding the broad public purpose

of *707 shielding itself from damage claims on a statewide basis but for the singular purpose of

eliminating the rights of these plaintiffs to live adjacent to a maintained right-of-way — or in the

alternative, to an award of damages. We do not believe this is a rational legislative purpose.

707

Under the approach employed in Pension Guaranty Benefit Corp., this conclusion is sufficient to find the
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retroactivity provision of this statute unconstitutional. Yet our conclusion finds even more support from

the fact that application of the retroactivity portion of this statute would lead to a "harsh and oppressive

result." 467 U.S. at 733, 104 S.Ct. at 2720, 81 L.Ed.2d at 613-14. In 1968 Samuel Cate, a plaintiff in this

case, and Hazel Aubin, a predecessor in title to many of the parties in this case, had an opportunity to

take part in the official abandonment of this driftway and obtain damages. They chose not to agree to

the abandonment because Glocester wanted an easement to use the driftway, and instead plaintiffs

sought to have Glocester fulfill its statutory obligation to maintain the right-of-way.

Section 24-6-5 retroactively eliminates both these avenues for redress. In 1990, after close to twenty-

five years of trying to have Glocester open this driftway, plaintiffs learn not only that they are not entitled

to have Glocester maintain the right-of-way, but also that they are not entitled to damages. Clearly,

Samuel Cate and Hazel Aubin would have accepted the offer to abandon the driftway in 1968 and

obtained the damages available if they knew that their failure to accept Glocester's offer would result in

the General Assembly's extinguishing their rights to maintenance or damages with regard to the

driftway. We believe that plaintiffs did rely on preexisting law and that the retroactivity portion of § 24-6-5

unfairly prejudices them in violation of due process.

V

VIOLATION OF FEDERALLY PROTECTED RIGHTS

A vague allusion is made in plaintiffs' brief that the town's failure to repair the driftway may have

deprived them of federally protected rights, including the right to due process. Rule 16(a) of the

Supreme Court Rules of Appellate Procedure provides that issues that are not briefed or argued will be

deemed to be waived. We are of the opinion that plaintiffs have not adequately briefed or argued the

issue of federally protected rights in this case. Consequently this issue is deemed to have been waived,

and we shall not address it.

VI

THE REMEDY

Having found that Glocester owes plaintiffs a duty to maintain this driftway and that § 24-6-5 does not

eliminate their right to relief, we now must address the appropriate remedy. As noted throughout this

opinion, in many respects this driftway resembles a road or highway. The Glocester Town Council

established it in the same manner as a road or highway. In addition, the 1822 "act for laying out

Highways" indicates that driftways are to be regulated in the same manner as roads.

This language does not mean, however, that driftways are roads in each and every respect. As the

original 1772 enactment of the colonial General Assembly makes clear, towns established driftways in

areas where roads would be expensive. This enactment states that "[w]hereas it frequently happens that

Ways for the passing of People and Carriages are necessary to be made through places where the

laying out Highways will be very inconvenient * * * Drift-Ways will answer the End." 1772 R.I. Acts &

Resolves 47.
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Pursuant to this language, the duty that Glocester owes toward driftways is different from the duty the

town owes toward highways or turnpikes. David Dumas, a historian and title expert, testified at trial that

the duty a town owed to a driftway was most likely the duty to keep it open. We agree, and accordingly

we order the town of Glocester to locate, mark, and repair this driftway so that it is passable and

available for use by "People" and "Carriages."[1] *708 We note that this order does not foreclose

Glocester's ability to follow the abandonment procedures. In the event Glocester chooses to abandon

the driftway, the town must provide the plaintiffs with damages.

708

For these reasons, the plaintiffs' appeal is sustained, and the judgment of the Superior Court is

reversed. The papers in this case may be remanded to the Superior Court for entry of judgment in

accordance with this opinion.

*709709

[1] We exempt this order from the regulations of the Department of Environmental Management to avoid any conflict that this order

may have with already existing agency rules and procedures.

Save trees - read court opinions online on Google Scholar.
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Site #5- Everett Avenue, Watch Hill- (Town-designated) Located just north of the Ocean 1 
House, this ROW is a path 30 feet wide and 260 feet long. There are private homes on 2 
both sides of the right-of-way. There is a sign posted at the right-of-way itself, 3 
designating this as a beach entry point, but no sign at the entry to Everett Avenue. This 4 
access-point is heavily used in the summer season and has been utilized as a vehicular 5 
beach-entry point by fishermen during the off-season.  6 

 7 
Site #6- Niantic Avenue, Watch Hill (one-way street/ town-designated)- This is a wide 8 
path leading from this one-way street. The right-of-way covers 35, 520 square feet, 9 
according to the town list, but there are no linear dimensions listed. This right-of-way is 10 
posted with a town sign. It is heavily used in the summer season. 11 

 12 
Site #7- Manatuck Avenue, Watch Hill—(State-designated ROW—CRMC #A-3). Located 13 
at the beach-end of Manatuck Avenue, this is a wide sandy path leading to the 14 
beachfront. It is posted with a RI CRMC right-of-way sign. It is heavily used during the 15 
summer months as a beach-access and used as a vehicular entry-point during the off 16 
season. 17 

 18 
Site #8- Atlantic Avenue, Misquamicut- (Town-designated) This right-of-way is located 19 
at the very end of Atlantic Avenue, going west. It is, technically, the hurricane-eroded 20 
extension of Atlantic Avenue that once led to several summer cottages. There is a town 21 
sign posted, and a chained-and-posted entry-point. It has been historically utilized as a 22 
pedestrian and vehicular right-of-way, used heavily by the public both during the summer 23 
and in the off-season.  24 

 25 
Site #9- Atlantic Ave, Misquamicut- (Town-designated). Located on the western end of 26 
Atlantic Avenue near pole #154, this is a ten-foot wide path to the shore, marked by a 27 
town ROW sign. It is bordered by a wooden fence and a thick growth of beach roses. 28 
There are private homes on both sides. This ROW is used moderately in the summer 29 
months as a beach-entrance. 30 

 31 
Site #10- Atlantic Avenue, Misquamicut—(State-designated ROW, RI CRMC #A-13) 32 
Located near pole #91 near Atlantic Beach Park on the north side of the State Beach, 33 
between two buildings (Windjammer Lounge and a 3-story residential condominium). 34 
This right-of-way appears to coincide with a private parking-lot entrance. It is marked 35 
with a state shoreline access sign and appears to be utilized at least moderately in the 36 
summer season. It has also been used as a vehicular entry-point in the off-season. 37 

 38 
Site #11 Atlantic Avenue, Misquamicut—(State-designated ROW, RI CRMC #A-11) 39 
Located near pole #72 on the east end of Atlantic Avenue, this right-of-way is marked 40 
and posted with a sign. It is well-marked and heavily-used in the summer season. 41 

 42 
Site #12 Atlantic Avenue, Misquamicut—(Town-designated, State-designated, RI CRMC 43 
#A-6)- Located on the east end of Atlantic Avenue near pole #54, this right-of-way is a 44 
long sandy path to the beachfront. It is marked with a CRMC access sign and bordered 45 
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43 

 

access-point is heavily used in the summer season and has been utilized as a vehicular 

beach-entry point by fishermen during the off-season.  

 

Site #6- Niantic Avenue, Watch Hill (Determined to be Private ROW) 

This right-of-way was once posted with a Town sign, however a title search has revealed 

that the pathway is privately owned. 

 

Site #7- Manatuck Avenue, Watch Hill—(State-designated ROW—CRMC #A-3). Located 

at the beach-end of Manatuck Avenue, this is a wide sandy path leading to the 

beachfront. It is posted with a RI CRMC right-of-way sign. It is heavily used during the 

summer months as a beach-access and used as a vehicular entry-point during the off 

season. 

 

Site #8- Atlantic Avenue, Misquamicut- (Town-designated) This right-of-way is located 

at the very end of Atlantic Avenue, going west. It is, technically, the hurricane-eroded 

extension of Atlantic Avenue that once led to several summer cottages. There is a town 

sign posted, and a chained-and-posted entry-point. It has been historically utilized as a 

pedestrian and vehicular right-of-way, used heavily by the public both during the summer 

and in the off-season.  

 

Site #9- Atlantic Ave, Misquamicut- (Town-designated). Located on the western end of 

Atlantic Avenue near pole #154, this is a ten-foot wide path to the shore, marked by a 

town ROW sign. It is bordered by a wooden fence and a thick growth of beach roses. 

There are private homes on both sides. This ROW is used moderately in the summer 

months as a beach-entrance. 

 

Site #10- Atlantic Avenue, Misquamicut—(State-designated ROW, RI CRMC #A-13) 

Located near pole #91 near Atlantic Beach Park on the north side of the State Beach, 

between two buildings (Windjammer Lounge and a 3-story residential condominium). 

This right-of-way appears to coincide with a private parking-lot entrance. It is marked 

with a state shoreline access sign and appears to be utilized at least moderately in the 

summer season. It has also been used as a vehicular entry-point in the off-season. 

 

Site #11 Atlantic Avenue, Misquamicut—(State-designated ROW, RI CRMC #A-11) 

Located near pole #72 on the east end of Atlantic Avenue, this right-of-way is marked 

and posted with a sign. It is well-marked and heavily-used in the summer season. 

 

Site #12 Atlantic Avenue, Misquamicut—(Town-designated, State-designated, RI CRMC 

#A-6)- Located on the east end of Atlantic Avenue near pole #54, this right-of-way is a 

long sandy path to the beachfront. It is marked with a CRMC access sign and bordered 

with a snow-fence. This right-of-way has been used historically. It is used moderately in 

the summer season.  

 

Site #13 Atlantic Avenue, Misquamicut—(Town-designated, State-designated, RI CRMC 

#A-7) Located on the east end of Atlantic Avenue (near pole #46), this right-of-way is 
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Members of the Westerly Harbor Management Commission announced at a town council meeting Monday

night they will resign from their positions at their next meeting on Thursday. The decision to step down in

protest was prompted by the town solicitor’s handling of a records request seeking to shed light on his

relationship with an influential attorney in the coastal town.
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Town Solicitor William Conley, a former state senator from East Providence who served as chairman of the

Senate Finance Committee, has faced sharp criticism from shoreline access advocates in South County

because of what they say are questionable actions he’s taken in recent years on beach access cases in

Westerly’s exclusive coastal communities.

The issue came to a head after a court filing in August revealed some of Conley’s email communications with

an attorney for the Weekapaug Fire District about a path now being considered by the Rhode Island Coastal

Resources Management Council for potential state designation as a public right-of-way to a barrier beach

where access is currently restricted.

In the communications, Conley concurs with the opinion of the fire district legal counsel that the so-called

Sand Trail was already a “completely resolved matter.” A 1997 agreement between the district and town says

the fire district owns the road, but the general public is allowed to walk on the road without leaving it to go on

adjacent beachfront property.

“We are in full agreement that we have no confidence in the town solicitor’s ability to effectively represent the

town in right-of-way matters,” commission member Jason Jarvis said to town councilors on Monday, with his

four other committee members standing at his side. “All the members of the commission are planning on

resigning on Thursday.”

Town Councilor Joy Cordio had sought additional emails between Conley and Weekapaug Fire District

attorney Thomas Liguori after their limited exchanges were made public when the Weekapaug Fire District

filed a motion in Rhode Island Superior Court to hold Westerly in contempt of the legal agreement signed

with the fire district in 1997 that governs the use of the Sand Trail path going down the center of the

Quonochontaug Barrier Beach. 

A judge later denied the district’s motion.

Councilor Cordio initially made her request last month after Conley did not include a key exhibit showing the

emails when he provided council members with paperwork related to the case ahead of a closed door briefing.

Cordio said she asked for all emails between Conley and Liguori since Conley began as town solicitor, and

was told Conley would need to hire a technician to pull his correspondences and have a legal assistant review

them, and that would come at a significant expense that would need to be approved by a vote of the town

council.

Cordio requested that the item be placed on the town council agenda, but it wasn’t, she said.
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At Monday night’s meeting, Cordio said concerns raised about Conley by the Harbor Management

Commission members point to a “very serious issue with serious implications.”

“We need to look at it,” Cordio said.

Shoreline access advocates have previously criticized Conley for what they say is his lax or weak approach to

handling shoreline access cases. They point to another closely-watched case in Weekapaug in which Conley

told members of a previous town council he did not see evidence that the blocked-off Spring Avenue was ever

accepted by the town as a public right-of-way to the shore. 

That path was eventually sent to CRMC to be investigated further, and Rhode Island Attorney General Peter

Neronha has officially entered the case on behalf of the public, arguing “uncontradicted evidence” shows

Spring Avenue is a public right-of-way to the Weekapaug shoreline. The CRMC review is still ongoing.

In raising their concerns about Conley, shoreline access advocates are also pointing to invoices filed by

Weekapaug attorney Liguori to the fire district that show in 2021, when Liguori was working to prevent

public access to the Quonochontaug Barrier Beach on behalf of his client, he was teleconferencing with

Conley. 

In one line item seeking payment for work done prior to submitting a legal memorandum to CRMC arguing

Spring Avenue is private property owned by the fire district, Liguori writes “finish draft memo and email to

Bill Conley.”

Shoreline access advocates say that disclosure, which came as the result of a public records request, raises

questions about whether Conley was assisting the fire district in its effort to kill off a potential public right-of-

way to a coveted barrier beach and fishing area.

“That is something that somebody that is working with somebody would do,” Ben Weber, an access advocate

and member of the Westerly Harbor Management Commission, said at Monday’s town council meeting. 

More recently, shoreline access advocates argued town councilors should hire outside legal counsel to handle

a lawsuit filed by the Watch Hill Fire District and Watch Hill Conservancy over access to the Napatree Point

beach and conservation area, where Westerly designated a public right-of-way through a town council

resolution in 2008.

Calls for a new attorney in the Watch Hill case led Conley to take the step of publicly defending his

credentials in a town council meeting earlier this year, citing the number of cases before his law firm, his
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experience with land use cases in the past, and his status as a Rhode Island Lawyers Weekly Hall of Fame

honoree.

In recent weeks, shoreline access advocates have said they are disappointed the town council has not moved

more forcefully to address concerns with Conley after the council was reorganized following the resignation

of former Council President Edward Morrone.

Morrone was under criticism for his connection to the Watch Hill community and previous work for the

Watch Hill Fire District as a consultant who was paid $30,000.

At the town council meeting Monday night, Conley defended himself, saying, “half truths and selective

narratives have led this council and perhaps even part of the public in the town of Westerly to have a very

skewed and unfair vision of the work that I’ve done.”

“I have never done anything as an attorney for this council, or for this municipality, that I am not proud of,”

Conley said. “It’s been a privilege for me to be able to be of service to this town.”

Alex Nunes can be reached at anunes@thepublicsradio.org
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Some members of the Westerly Town Council are questioning whether the town misspent taxpayer money on

legal research into a closely-watched public access matter involving the Watch Hill Lighthouse that wasn’t

submitted before a critical deadline and still hasn’t been released to the public. The matter is expected to come

up at a special town council meeting Sept. 16.

Recent calls for an explanation from the town solicitor’s law firm relate back to a controversy that started

more than a year ago when the federal government announced it planned to transfer the Watch Hill

Lighthouse to a private non-profit. 

That news sparked pushback from fishermen and shoreline access advocates who worried the ownership

change could jeopardize the public’s ability to use the lighthouse property, given what they consider the

increasing efforts of property owners to privatize the Watch Hill area. 
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At the time, the town council instructed Town Solicitor William Conley to research the status of the access

road leading to the lighthouse land. Property owners in the area maintain Lighthouse Road is private, but

access advocates argued the town hadn’t adequately examined whether a public right-of-way exists there. 

Conley made contact with the federal agency executing the deed, the deadline for transferring the property

was delayed, and Conley’s office promised the town council and U.S. government it would send a report and

legal analysis to federal lawyers in charge of finalizing the transfer.

But while the town paid nearly $50,000 for the legal work, documents newly released by the U.S. General

Services Administration, or GSA, and Westerly show the research documents and written report were never

actually submitted to the federal government. The failure has caused two councilors to question Conley’s

handling of several pricey shoreline access legal fights, and his arrangement as solicitor for the town.

“How do you trust anything else being done?” Westerly Town Council member Mary Scialabba said in an

interview. “If this was deliberate, then you’ve got to question everything that he’s working on. You just have

to. If you don’t, then you’re the fool.”

Blown deadlines and ‘worthless’ legal work

Town officials began asking questions about Conley’s work on Lighthouse Road in March, when Westerly’s

Harbor Management Commission requested copies of all documents sent to the GSA and town council on the

issue. The commission is responsible for advising the town council on coastal matters.

Conley responded that the information couldn’t be shared with other town officials because it would waive the

town council’s attorney-client privilege and attorney work product protections.

When The Public’s Radio sent a public records request to the town seeking communications between Conley’s

office and the GSA, Westerly also refused to release the information. But a parallel federal records request

revealed Conley never provided the promised documents to the GSA. 

Instead, communications between Conley’s office and the federal government show growing frustration at the

GSA over the solicitor’s failure to produce the research that was promised.

“I was under the impression we would be getting information back from you regarding the status of

Lighthouse Road,” GSA attorney Carol Chirico said to Conley’s associate Diony Garcia in a November email.

“I thought your work analyzing the status of the road itself was close to completion.”
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Chirico added, “To put a closing off 4+ months from the date we receive the recommendation from the

Secretary of Interior is highly unusual, and we were hoping to have your research available prior to closing.”

Garcia replied, “Understood” and said he and his colleagues “hope to double back as soon as possible.” 

While the solicitor’s office failed to provide the documents to the GSA, the email communications indicate a

last minute conference call was held between Conley’s office and federal officials a few days before the deed

was signed over.

Conley then presented his written findings to the town council in a January executive session, just days after

the lighthouse property was already closed on without access stipulations over Lighthouse Road included

in the transfer documents.

Pg.0296

Oliver Allamby
Text Box
3/3/2026

Oliver Allamby
Received



“The research was done, but it was worthless because it never was submitted,” Westerly Town Council

member Joy Cordio said. Cordio wouldn’t discuss the details of Conley’s findings because they are still

confidential but said the report “could have made a difference” if it was sent to the federal government in

time.

Conley did not respond to a request for comment for this story.

Billings from an outside law firm hired to conduct Lighthouse Road research show the town was charged

$28,000 for the firm’s work. Solicitor Conley doesn’t make the details of his invoices available for public

inspection, but Cordio says her conservative estimate is Conley’s firm charged the town an additional $20,000

for Lighthouse Road legal work.

“That’s taxpayer money,” Cordio said. “I do believe that this was a serious break in trust.”

Like Scialabba, Cordio raised the question of whether Conley deliberately failed to submit the material to the

federal government, an outcome some shoreline access advocates thought was possible even before the

property was transferred. Cordio said she is skeptical, in part, because of Westerly’s track record of bending

under pressure from shoreline fire districts that control large swaths of beachfront property. 

“There has been historically, factually, a lot of accommodations for the fire districts in Westerly: ordinance

changes that benefit only them, loss of rights-of-ways [to the shore], privatization of rights-of-ways,” Cordio

said. “Different things like that happened legally through an attorney being involved … You just have to

wonder: who’s in control here?”

Town’s handling of records request raises other questions

Cordio and Scialabba also said they are concerned about the town’s handling of the records request submitted

by The Public’s Radio under the Rhode Island Access to Public Records Act, or APRA. 

The town originally refused to release the documents on the grounds that they were shielded by the attorney-

client privilege. After the federal government released the documents under the U.S. Freedom of Information

Act, or  FOIA, the town backed away from the privilege claim, said it would release “certain records,” but

then raised new inapplicable grounds to say documents could still be withheld.

But following an appeal submitted by The Public’s Radio to the Rhode Island Attorney General’s Office,

Solicitor Conley admitted in a sworn affidavit the information initially withheld was never privileged, the

“certain records” released were actually all of the documents, and he never sent copies of the research or a
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written report to the federal government. Denying the records request on inapplicable grounds was a mistake,

Conley said.

John Marion, executive director of the good government group Common Cause Rhode Island, called the

town’s treatment of the records request “puzzling.”

“It feels like the denial of the APRA request may have been an effort to hide the fact that the analysis was

never done,” Marion said.

Marion said Conley, a former state senator, longtime municipal solicitor and former legal counsel to the

Rhode Island Ethics Commission, “advertises his expertise in things like compliance with the public records

law.”

“So it’s hard to believe that it was a lack of familiarity with the law,” Marion said. “It’s hard to believe such

an experienced attorney would make such simple mistakes.”

The solicitor’s response to the APRA request from The Public’s Radio cost Westerly $4,700, according to a

source in town government.

The Attorney General’s Open Government Unit has not yet said whether it will pursue fines against Westerly

for improperly handling the records request.

Town councilors at odds over Conley’s work

At a Sept. 9 town council meeting, Councilor Kevin Lowther requested that the Lighthouse Road matter be

placed on a future agenda for council members to hear from Conley in executive session about the handling of

the public records request and details about his office’s communications with the federal government.

The matter has been placed on the agenda for a special meeting Monday night as a possible executive session

discussion on the public records request. The meeting was called for the solicitor to give updates on a long list

of legal cases involving the town, including shoreline access litigation with the Watch Hill and Weekapaug

fire districts.

“I am left with some questions, and I think those are questions that we would like to ask the solicitor’s office

as a council,” Lowther said in an interview with The Public’s Radio. “Once we get [answers], then we can

communicate that to the public.”
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Councilor Robert Lombardo, who commonly sides with Watch Hill property owners and recently said

shoreline access advocates “deserve to be belittled,” opposed holding the executive session, saying he didn’t

want to “sit there for three hours listening to nothing.”

“I don’t believe that this town council should have a lot of oversight over what an attorney does for the town

of Westerly on lawsuits,” Lombardo, a lawyer, said at the Sept. 9 meeting. “Because councilors have no basic

understanding in the law, they’re gonna always be confused.”

Several councilors now say they’d like the town council to consider releasing the findings of the Lighthouse

Road research. Councilor Phil Overton said he’s interested in sharing the information as a matter of

transparency.

But Overton – who once said in a meeting “Attorney Conley, I think you’re awesome” – wants to speak with

the solicitor first.

“We need to be conscious of potential litigation, so that’s why I always defer on these issues to the solicitor,”

Overton said in an interview. “He’s an expert. I have great confidence in him to give the council good advice.”

Scialabba has a different take on Conley’s work. She said the solicitor’s failure to submit documents to the

federal government has caused her to doubt the council’s decision earlier this year to renew Conley’s contract

for another two years and with a 50% raise.

“It makes me question – did we do the right thing by rehiring him?” Scialabba said.
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Westerly Town Solicitor William Conley Monday night defended himself against criticism from the public

and some members of the Westerly Town Council over his office’s failure to submit legal research and

analysis to the federal government prior to the transfer of the Watch Hill Lighthouse to a private non-profit

earlier this year.

Conley also denied accusations from one councilor that the town council was not adequately updated on the

status of his research and communications with the GSA. He said he and the attorneys in his office did “what

excellent lawyers do.”

Conley’s hour-long presentation and discussion with councilors came in response to an article published

Friday by The Public’s Radio reporting the failure publicly for the first time. The town council had

scheduled a special meeting solely to review ongoing legal cases in “possible” executive session but moved

one agenda item on a related public records appeal by The Public’s Radio to open session for what became

Conley’s defense of his actions.
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Monday night was the third time under the current town council Conley was given meeting time to respond to

continued public criticism.

The Watch Hill Lighthouse controversy began more than a year ago when the federal government announced

it intended to transfer the property to the Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers Association. The news prompted

pushback from fishermen and public access advocates who worried the change of ownership could jeopardize

access to the property.

The town council instructed Conley’s office to research the legal status of the access road leading to the

property, Conley made contact with the agency transferring the deed, and his office vowed to share a report

and legal analysis with the U.S. General Services Administration, or GSA.

But documents released to The Public’s Radio through federal and state public records requests show

Conley’s office never shared the documents, to the frustration of the GSA.

On Monday, Conley said he didn’t provide his research findings and analysis to the GSA because he wouldn’t

share information with a third party before he gave it to his client first, and was mindful of other legal

obligations to the town. Conley’s written findings on Lighthouse Road were presented to the council in a

January executive session, a few days after the property was officially transferred. 

“We never represented, and could not and would not represent, that any of our legal analysis and findings

would be provided to a third party before they would be provided to our client, this town council,” Conley

said, forcefully emphasizing his words.

“Why would any lawyer present its work product for its client, its legal analysis, to a third party before

providing it to his own client?” Conley said. “It was clear to us that the GSA was … working with the

Lighthouse Keepers Association as well, and any research information that would be provided [to] them

would be provided to that third party as well.”

Conley’s narrative of events skirted around clear commitments his office made in writing to the town council

and the GSA before ownership of the property was transferred to the Lighthouse Keepers.

In one update letter sent to the town council months before the transfer was complete, Conley’s associate

Diony Garcia said Conley’s office spoke with the GSA and “stated that within the next few weeks we would

be able to share a preliminary report of findings derived from primary and secondary sources, accompanied by

some legal analysis. Ultimately, we were expressly assured that no transaction of the subject property will

take place prior to our office having the opportunity to further discuss/provide input to the GSA about said

Pg.0302

Oliver Allamby
Text Box
3/3/2026

Oliver Allamby
Received



transaction.”

In one email sent to a GSA attorney, Garcia said, “We are working on a preliminary report to provide you with

some of our findings, and will share after it is completed … Once we share it, and you have a chance to

review it, then we would like to circle back and meet again to assess.”

That never happened. In explaining the challenges faced by his office in compiling and completing the report,

Conley said attorneys were still examining all of the research relevant to the complex case as the GSA was

nearing completion of the property transfer.

Conley, who said he was speaking about the issue in open session to give the public “the truth,” did not

respond to a request to be interviewed for Friday’s story and has not contacted The Public’s Radio to say any

information in the report should be corrected.

Conley did not respond to an interview request about Monday night’s meeting.

Conley told council members the town needed to be cautious about releasing information involving shoreline

access matters because lawyers representing their opponents are “playing three dimensional chess.” He went

so far as to say colleagues in his office joke that people pursuing the release of information “must be the

secret agents of the other side.”

After his presentation, Conley and Councilor Joy Cordio engaged in a testy back and forth in which Conley

accused Cordio of misrepresenting his statements.

“I am not having another telephone conversation or one-on-one conversation with you again,” Conley said

sternly to Cordio. “I will have somebody present every time.” 

Cordio called out Conley for dedicating most of his discussion to his handling of the Lighthouse Road legal

research when the agenda item was for discussion of a public records complaint pending before the Attorney

General, although related to Lighthouse Road communications.

“This whole thing is supposed to be about an APRA request and then appeal, and then an AG complaint,

which the public knows nothing about,” Cordio said, referring to the state’s Access to Public Records Act. 

Earlier Monday, Cordio’s deposition in a public access case between the town and Watch Hill Fire District

was called off after she said she didn’t have confidence in Conley being present as her lawyer and requested a

different attorney, Cordio said. An attorney for the fire district requested to reschedule, according to Cordio.
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Other members of the town council expressed support for Conley on Monday. Robert Lombardo, who

regularly criticizes shoreline access advocates in public meetings, praised the work done by Conley’s law firm

as “beyond reproach.”

Because the special meeting was advertised as dedicated to possible executive session matters without any

opportunity for public comment, members of the public expressed surprise and outrage about the last minute

change and not having an opportunity to weigh in.

“This was basically an ‘infomercial’ for Solicitor Conley, not an ‘open meeting discussion’ for the benefit of

the public,” Westerly resident and Harbor Management Commission member Ellen Kane posted on a coastal

access Facebook page. 

“Well, this is a surprise,” shoreline access advocate Dan Davidson wrote on the town of Westerly Facebook

page. “I didn’t see anything on the agenda regarding the lighthouse road title search and the solicitors

submission to the GSA, but here is the Westerly solicitor talking about this matter and it was not advertised.”

Steven Brown, executive director of the Rhode Island affiliate of the American Civil Liberties Union, said he

found the town’s handling of the meeting “troubling.”

“If they regularly hold public comment periods during regular town council meetings and they used this as a

ruse to prevent public comment, it’s very disturbing,” Brown said.
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The Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers Association says it would be unable to guarantee public access to an

historic property and popular fishing area if the land were transferred from the federal government to the

private non-profit in the application submitted by the organization to the National Park Service for ownership

of the Watch Hill Lighthouse property in Westerly.
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The document was obtained by The Public’s Radio through a Freedom of Information Act request earlier this

month. 

In July, Rhode Island U.S. Sen. Jack Reed announced the Lighthouse Keepers had been selected to become

the new owners of the Coast Guard’s Watch Hill Lighthouse and surrounding land under a program enabled

by the National Historic Lighthouse Preservation Act intended to transfer surplus federal lighthouse properties

to nonprofits and state and local governments.

That announcement July 9 prompted outcry from shoreline access advocates who fear the transfer would

threaten public access in a coastal area they say is being increasingly privatized. The news also led the

Westerly Town Council to pass a resolution last month seeking ownership of the lighthouse property land by

the town instead of giving it to the Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers Association, or WHLKA.

The Lighthouse Keepers says it intends to maintain public access at the property and statements being made

by critics about the impending transfer are unfounded. But in a letter submitted to the National Park Service in

response to a request for more information on public access to the property, an attorney for the Lighthouse

Keepers, Jacqueline O. Kaufman, of the Connecticut-based firm Carmody Law, says there is “no express

access easement of record to the Property” through a presumably private road leading from the Watch Hill

village to the Watch Hill Lighthouse property.

In the May 31, 2022, letter, Kaufman says “should a question in the application require commitment from the

WHLKA to provide public access, as of today, it cannot legally do so…”

Kaufman adds that her client has the “desire and intent” to provide public access to the property and has

ordered title searches for properties on the peninsula where the lighthouse is located and will further

supplement its application when more information is available. 

The Lighthouse Keepers’ 830-page application documents released under FOIA do include limited land

records, as well as accounts by the federal government detailing questions about access to the property going

back decades, but those exhibits immediately following Kaufman’s letter do not include any accompanying

opinion saying the documents demonstrate the public has an expressed right to access the lighthouse property

over Lighthouse Road.

Kaufman does not include references to other documents that suggest the existence of potential public rights

along Lighthouse Road, including an 1870 deed that outlines the right “for all persons to pass over and across

said lane or passway to and from the Government land on the South to the highway on the North of said

premises.”
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That deed was included in a 1958 report by the state of Rhode Island’s Special Commission to Discover

Rights of Way that’s been largely lost to history, even as the issue of shoreline access has come to the fore in

recent years and the state Coastal Resources Management Council has publicly stated its commitment to

shoreline access in Rhode Island.

A 1906 map from the Westerly land evidence records also shows a pathway titled “PRESENT DRIVEWAY

LEADING TO GOVT. LAND” running directly from the main road to the lighthouse property.

The Lighthouse Keepers group has helped maintain and operate the property since it entered into an

agreement with the federal government in 1986. That maintenance has included work to reinforce the

property’s retaining wall, and the group says it would make further improvements to the lighthouse property

that are expected to cost millions of dollars in the coming years.

The Lighthouse Keepers’ application says the group’s mission “is to rehabilitate and operate the historical

Watch Hill Light Station Property for educational, historic, recreational, and cultural programs open to and for

the benefit of the general public,” although a sign posted at the property, which is used regularly by people

who fish for sport and sustenance, says activities on the property are limited to “sightseeing and casual

strolling” only. 

Under the visitor information section of its website, the group says “No Recreational Activities” are permitted

on the property.

Shoreline access advocates say they are concerned about the transfer because of current restrictions on access

to the property and others put in place in the past.

In an affidavit signed by Lighthouse Keepers Association President Ann Snowden Johnson on June 1, 2022,

and included in the application, Johnson writes, “To the best of my knowledge, the public’s use of the Private

Road to access the Property has never been interrupted.”

In 2020, vehicle access to the property was restricted to weekends only after an uptick in activity at the

property during the COVID-19 pandemic. An article in The Westerly Sun from that time quotes Johnson as

saying the group was having “enormous trouble” with crowds, “difficult people,” and “illegal” parking.

During a recent tour of the property, Johnson told a reporter the decision to institute temporary restrictions

during the early months of the pandemic was made after consulting with federal officials.

Current policies allow visitors from 8 a.m. to sunset and allow vehicle access only for people 65 and older,
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and people with disabilities. All others can access the property by foot on Lighthouse Road.

In a phone interview, Westerly shoreline access advocate Ben Weber called the Lighthouse Keepers’

application “proof in the pudding” of the group’s lack of meaningful guarantees of public access.

“They could have all the intent, but they’re not willing to commit to anything,” Weber said. “That’s the

problem.”

He added, “They can’t be trusted.”

On Tuesday, U.S. Department of Interior Communications Director Melissa Schwartz said an interview

request from The Public’s Radio had been shared with the National Park Service, although that agency has not

yet responded. 

Earlier this month, Sen. Reed sent a letter to Deb Haaland, secretary of the Interior Department, which

oversees the National Park Service, notifying Haaland of the town of Westerly’s desire to own the land at the

Watch Hill Lighthouse property and asking that Haaland or a senior staff member contact the town.

A spokesperson for Sen. Reed, Chip Unruh, who previously said public access was “central” to the Watch Hill

Lighthouse Keepers Association application, defended the group’s proposal in an email Tuesday, highlighting

areas of the application that state a desire to maintain public access and a section that says the “exclusive

nature” of the road leading to the lighthouse has not been an impediment to public access. 

When asked in a followup email if Sen. Reed is concerned that the Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers

Association says it can’t make a legal commitment to maintaining public access, Unruh wrote, “Senator Reed

supports public access because it’s the right thing and because it’s federal law. If lawyers at the National Park

Service and GSA [U.S. General Services Administration] determine that cannot be achieved, then they can

revoke any approval.”

Rhode Island U.S. Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse’s office did not respond when emailed for comment on Tuesday.

In an Aug. 11 email sent to constituent and shoreline access advocate Scott Keeley, who shared the

communication, Whitehouse said the Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers Association was chosen by the National

Park Service to “continue its stewardship of the property under certain conditions, including preserving public

access to the property.”

Whitehouse added, “I will closely monitor the situation in Westerly to ensure the property’s managers do not

reverse course and place unreasonable restrictions on the land to curb public access.”
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It’s unclear if Whitehouse is aware of the group’s disclosure that it believes it cannot legally guarantee public

access.

Westerly Town Councilor Kevin Lowther, who has been in contact with the Lighthouse Keepers since the

transfer was announced and recently visited the property, said the news that the group is not legally

committing to public access at the property is “disappointing.”

Lowther said he previously asked the Lighthouse Keepers for a copy of the application and was told he

couldn’t have it because it’s not a public document. In the copy of the application released to The Public’s

Radio, federal officials redacted portions dealing with financial information.

Lowther said he still thinks Lighthouse Keepers officials are operating “in good faith,” but he would like them

to be more open with the public about their plans going forward.

“I think the ball is really in their court right now,” Lowther said. “If they’re not able to communicate, people

may begin to think badly about the intent that they have for shoreline access, which is unfortunate.”

Under the National Historic Lighthouse Preservation Act, a property given to a nonprofit can revert back to

federal government ownership if the property “ceases to be available for education, park, recreation, cultural,

or historic preservation purposes for the general public at reasonable times and under reasonable conditions

which shall be set forth in the eligible entity’s application.”

Given that the law bases property reversions on commitments made in an application, it’s unclear what

happens when a group says it cannot make legal commitments to public access.

In a brief phone call Tuesday, Johnson, the Lighthouse Keeper’s president, said she could not comment on the

group’s application because “it’s going through the legal process.”

Before the property can be officially transferred by deed, the U.S. General Services Administration needs to

finalize the agreement.

Alex Nunes can be reached at anunes@thepublicsradio.org
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THEY PULLED OUR FUNDING. LET'S PULL TOGETHER. DONATE NOW!
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The U.S. General Services Administration said this week it has finalized the transfer of the historic Watch Hill

Lighthouse to a private nonprofit and officially executed the deed to the property for its new owner, the Watch

Hill Lighthouse Keepers Association.

The planned transfer was first announced last July by U.S. Sen. Jack Reed. It set off an outcry for

months from fishermen and shoreline access advocates who worried giving the federal land to a private

nonprofit in Watch Hill would threaten future public use of the popular fishing spot.

The Lighthouse Keepers said it intended to maintain public access to the property but would not share the

application the group submitted to the National Park Service for the property. 

Application materials released through a federal Freedom of Information Act request showed the Watch

Hill Lighthouse Keepers Association’s attorney had told the federal government the group could not guarantee
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public access to the property, because it did not believe explicit public rights existed over the narrow

Lighthouse Road that’s long been presumed to be private. 

Reed’s office contacted the National Park Service and General Services Administration to reiterate “that

continued public access must be central to a conveyance agreement,” his spokesperson, Chip Unruh, said last

year.

But the General Services Administration said it was unable to include public access guarantees to the roughly

four-acre property over the access road after looking for potential public rights in real estate records and

communicating with Westerly Town Solicitor William Conley, who was tasked with investigating the

status of Lighthouse Road.

“After extensive research the government determined that there was no instrument on record regarding public

access in Lighthouse Road that can be incorporated into the deed,” GSA spokesperson Paul Hughes said in an

email Wednesday.

Hughes was unable to provide a copy of the deed to The Public’s Radio before deadline, but by law the

transfer is required to be consistent with the Lighthouse Keepers’ application for the property.

This is the second time in recent years Reed has been unable to protect coastal access rights in the Watch Hill

area. In 2020, he and Rhode Island’s other U.S. senator, Sheldon Whitehouse, facilitated through

legislation the deauthorization of Watch Hill Cove as a federal navigation area, which ended decades of

federal public mooring access protections and allowed the Watch Hill Yacht Club to control the majority of

moorings in the cove.

Unruh did not respond to multiple requests for comment emailed to him this week about the lighthouse

transfer.

News of the official transfer without public access guarantees came as a blow to shoreline access advocates as

well as some Westerly Town Council members who had made a last minute effort to take ownership of the

lighthouse. That attempt was largely seen as an improbability because of the strict transfer process outlined

under the National Historic Lighthouse Preservation Act.

“We fought the law and the law won,” Councillor Dylan LaPietra said Wednesday. “Somebody with clout

said, ‘You gotta make this transfer and that’s it.’”

“You know how many billionaires live on that road,” LaPietra said. 
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LaPietra said the lighthouse issue will likely be taken up by the Westerly Town Council during the executive

session period of their next meeting on Monday night. The town still has the option of using its legal research

on Lighthouse Road to pursue a public right-of-way to the lighthouse property, although that could lead to

future litigation.

Property owners along Lighthouse Road had submitted matching letters of support to the National Park

Service for the Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers Association, saying they favored the group because they trust

the organization “to manage the public access in a safe manner that balances the public interest in the historic

lighthouse and grounds with the private interests of the Lighthouse Road owners.”

The Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers Association has helped run the property since the 1980s under an

agreement with the federal government. Rules posted at the property ban recreational activities aside from

“casual strolling” and sightseeing. The group’s president said last year the Lighthouse Keepers can’t prevent

fishermen from using public trust land adjacent to the lighthouse property.

Shoreline access advocates and fishermen are wary of the Lighthouse Keepers because of current policies that
block fishermen after hours and actions taken by other Watch Hill groups they say are aimed at privatizing the

shore. Last year, the Watch Hill Fire District and Watch Hill Conservancy filed a lawsuit against the

town of Westerly and state of Rhode Island, challenging the public’s right to access Napatree Point and

asking a judge to invalidate a town-designated right-of-way to the popular beach and conservation area.

When reached for comment about the lighthouse transfer on Wednesday, Jim Milardo, of the Rhode Island

Mobile Sportfishermen, expressed disappointment and referred to different Watch Hill entities as if they were

one and the same.

“The fire districts have the money, which gives them the power, and they do whatever the hell they want,”

said Milardo, who has also opposed the Weekapaug Fire District on shoreline access issues. “It’s the same

thing we know that keeps happening decade after decade with this Westerly [shoreline] access stuff.”

“They get those legal documents and the legal right to do what they want to do,” Milardo said. “Time is gonna

show what happens next spring [at the Watch Hill Lighthouse property] and everything like that when the

fishermen want to go out there. We’ll have to see what they do.” 

Alex Nunes can be reached at anunes@thepublicsradio.org
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Shoreline access advocates who want to remove Westerly Town Council President Chris Duhamel from office

have initiated the process to force a recall election, submitting a “declaration of intent to petition for recall” at

Monday night’s council meeting.

The declaration was formally submitted towards the end of a public comment period in which numerous

speakers excoriated the council president over what they believe to be the direction of ongoing settlement

talks in the legal case over the Fort Road right-of-way to Napatree Point.

The town is currently in litigation with the Watch Hill Fire District and Watch Hill Conservancy over the

access path beachgoers use to get from the main commercial road in Watch Hill to the entrance of the

Napatree Point peninsula. 

The right-of-way was designated public by a town council resolution in 2008. The majority of Napatree Point
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is owned by the fire district, and the conservancy helps manage the area.

On Monday, multiple speakers criticized Duhamel for comments he made to the town’s Harbor Management

Commission that they believe question the town’s authority to designate rights-of-way to the shore. 

Duhamel told the commission only the state Coastal Resources Management Council could “determine” a

right of way, according to the Harbor Management Commission’s draft meeting minutes.

Speakers said Duhamel’s comments to the commission were grounds for removal because Westerly voters

overwhelmingly approved an amendment to the town’s charter in 2024 that forbids the town from conveying

or abandoning its rights-of-way to the shoreline. 

Access advocates have said they fear Duhamel and Town Solicitor William Conley may be working to

undercut the 2008 resolution to position the town to relinquish public rights at the Fort Road right-of-way

while pre-emptively protecting the council against accusations its members violated the charter.

Jim Tarbox, who submitted the recall petition, accused Duhamel of committing “a blatant violation of his oath

to uphold the charter, and the public believes that this is a blatant violation of the charter and is sufficient

grounds for removal.”

An animated crowd of roughly 80 people came out to Monday’s town council meeting, many wearing white

shirts to demonstrate their support for shoreline access. Speakers gave testimony about using Napatree Point

for generations and the need to preserve public access to the beach.

Westerly resident Daniel Roy said he enjoys taking his children to the beach but has had difficulty enjoying

certain areas in the exclusive Watch Hill and Weekapaug sections of town. 

“Our councilors have not to date protected access,” Roy said. “I hope that our assembly here tonight makes all

of you who are intending to protect our access feel encouraged to do so and know that you’re doing the right

things – and for those of you who are not, or who may have other motives, that you are ashamed of

yourselves.”

To hold a recall election, 35 electors must file a “declaration of intent to petition for recall,” then file a written

petition within 45 days with signatures of qualified voters amounting to no less than 20% of votes cast in the

last general election.

To remove a councilor from office, the majority of voters would then need to vote for removal in a special
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recall election, according to the town charter.

On Monday night, Duhamel defended himself against the public criticism, saying the council is committed to

protecting public access to Napatree Point. He also denied an accusation that he was rolling his eyes during

the public comment period. 

Duhamel, who is liaison to the Harbor Management Commission, downplayed criticisms about his

communication with the commission members. He said he takes their questions seriously and brings them to

the town’s legal counsel.

“No one’s trying to hide anything or twist anything,” he said.

“The bottom line is we’re not changing any access issues,” Duhamel said. “This council’s dedicated to

providing the continued access, and I emphasize: ‘continued.’ We’re not trying to lose any of our access. We

wouldn’t stand for it.”

The Watch Hill Fire District and Watch Hill Conservancy filed a lawsuit against the town in 2023, asking a

judge to invalidate the Fort Road right-of-way.

The two Watch Hill entities say they have no intention of blocking the public from accessing the Napatree

Point beach and conservation area but have taken legal action to protect the fire district’s property rights and

ensure the preservation of the area.

The fire district and conservancy filed their lawsuit after the previous town council began discussing marking

the Fort Road right-of-way to make it more visible to visitors.
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A Westerly property owner making a legal challenge against Rhode Island’s new shoreline access law has

been charged with repeatedly vandalizing a beach right-of-way sign near his home. 

Police say David M. Roth, who owns a $10.8 million property in Watch Hill with his wife but resides in West

Hartford, Conn., spray-painted a beach access sign four times since May.

Chief Paul Gingerella said Roth, 76, was arrested Aug. 29 after an officer spotted him at night near the newly-

replaced sign and witnessed Roth throw a can of Rust-Oleum spray paint into nearby bushes.

“We’re assuming he was going to get ready to do it again,” Gingerella said by phone.

Roth was transported to the station, processed and charged on four counts of misdemeanor vandalism,
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Gingerella said. 

Gingerella said the department had replaced the sign after it was spray-painted on May 3, Aug. 9, Aug. 11,

and Aug. 15 because of the extent of the damage. Eventually, the department had to elevate the sign and

protect it with plexiglass. Roth’s police report values a single right-of-way sign at $200.

“How many times can we keep replacing the thing?” Gingerella said. “It cost us time to go do it – cost money,

obviously, to replace the sign.”

The punishment for vandalism in Rhode Island is up to a $1,000 fine and/or imprisonment not to exceed one

year. Anyone convicted of a first offense must perform up to 100 hours of community service. A second or

subsequent conviction carries up to 200 hours of community service.
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Court records show Roth was arraigned on Friday. He pleaded not guilty on all counts and was released on

$4,000 personal recognizance. A pretrial conference has been scheduled for Sept. 27.

When reached by phone, Roth’s attorney, Peter DiBiase, did not provide comment beyond the information

contained in the court record.

“Here’s the elaboration: he’s pled not guilty,” DiBiase said. “His position is that he’s not guilty.”

Last year, Roth and his wife filed a lawsuit against the state of Rhode Island, arguing the new shoreline access

law allowing the public to be on the beach up to 10 feet beyond the seaweed line was an unconstitutional

taking of private property and enacted in violation of the state’s separation of powers doctrine.

In July, a Superior Court judge denied the Rhode Island Attorney General’s motion to dismiss the case

and said she agreed with the plaintiff’s argument. The judge, Sarah Taft-Carter, did not prevent the state from

enforcing the law.

Roth’s beachfront property on Niantic Avenue borders a town-designated right-of-way at Everett Avenue,

where the sign was vandalized. His attorney in the shoreline access case, Gerald Petros, did not respond to an

email Monday asking if Roth contests the legitimacy of the designated right-of-way to the beach.

Roth previously came before the Westerly Town Council in 2017 to speak against the proposed addition of

beach drop-off points in Watch Hill. Roth said the area already had a problem with drinking, traffic, trash and

fighting dogs, and approving the proposal would make the situation worse. 

“To be a little mean-spirited, I suppose: if you’re really concerned about access to the beach, maybe you

should take the town of Westerly beach and not limit it to taxpayers of Westerly,” Roth told the town council.

“Open it to everybody. What’s good for the goose is good for the gander.”
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Westerly Town Council President Edward Morrone has submitted a letter of resignation, saying he is stepping

down entirely from the council about eight months after taking office, according to multiple council members

and a copy of the letter forwarded to The Public’s Radio.

The decision to leave office comes as the town is embroiled in several closely-watched legal battles related to
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shoreline access in the coastal town. Morrone had also been under scrutiny for an aggressive outburst at a

recent town council meeting and past work he did for a shoreline fire district that critics said presented a

conflict of interest in an ongoing lawsuit.

In his letter announcing his resignation, Morrone said discord over shoreline access in Westerly had

influenced his decision.

He cited a July 31 vote on the future of the Watch Hill Lighthouse in which Morrone was the only council

member to vote against the town requesting that the federal government give the lighthouse land to the town

instead of the private non-profit Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers Association. 

Morrone said he took issue with the vote coming in a special meeting called because of the impending transfer

to the Lighthouse Keepers instead of a regular meeting where representatives of the organization could make

their case.

Councilors and members of the public were concerned ownership by the Lighthouse Keepers could result in a

loss of public shoreline access in the future, which the organization denies.

“That meeting confirmed for me the troubling division in our community and the callous agenda that some

have sought, promoted, and achieved,” Morrone said in the statement. “I can no longer participate in a

governing body that refuses to recognize and will not fully respect the rights of all its citizens.”

Morrone added, “Despite my best efforts early on to create an environment of collaboration and mutual

respect among councilors, the current dynamics do not allow for that.”

Morrone did not respond to a request for comment Tuesday afternoon. 

Morrone had previously served as town council president and in state government before deciding to run

again last year. He was voted in as president after the council took office last November.

Kevin Lowther, who was the Westerly Town Council vice president, said he now becomes acting town council

president, although that could change based on a future vote to reorganize the council. Lowther said he was

“surprised and saddened” by Morrone’s decision to leave office.

“Because he is an institution,” Lowther said. “He has this lifetime of public service. He has really dedicated

himself to this town. But I could see the toll this term has been taking on him.”
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Tensions had been running high at council meetings in recent months because of legal cases involving

shoreline rights-of-way in the exclusive Weekapaug and Watch Hill sections of Westerly.

Morrone, a Watch Hill property owner, had worked as a consultant for the Watch Hill Fire District and the

Watch Hill Conservancy, earning $30,000 from the fire district alone, according to public records.

Those payments became a source of controversy after the Watch Hill Fire District and Watch Hill

Conservancy filed a lawsuit in Rhode Island Superior Court in May, seeking to invalidate a town-designated

right-of-way to the Napatree Point beach and conservation area. 

Advocates for shoreline access asked Morrone to recuse himself from the case, which he refused to do, saying

his past work did not pose any current conflicts. Morrone sought an ethics advisory opinion on the matter, and

the Rhode Island Ethics Commission cleared Morrone to participate in the case.

Morrone, who defended himself against accusations he was anti-shoreline access, once called a shoreline

access advocate “despicable” for requesting documentation of potential fire district payments made to

Morrone’s family members.

On Tuesday, that activist, Anthony Palazzolo, Jr., echoed the sentiments of other shoreline access advocates

who were glad to see Morrone go.

“He was despicable,” Palazzolo said in a phone interview.

“I am not going to miss Ed Morrone,” said Conrad Ferla, a shoreline access advocate who publicly called out

Morrone over his work for the Watch Hill Fire District during public comment before the council.

Ferla added, “I’m glad that somebody who has so many conflicts of interest regarding shoreline access in

Westerly will no longer have power in the local government.”

In addition to the lighthouse matter, the town of Westerly is involved in several cases before the Rhode Island

Coastal Resources Management Council dealing with possible designation of public rights-of-way to the

shore, including the high profile Spring Avenue case involving the Weekapaug Fire District that Rhode Island

Attorney General Peter Neronha has intervened in on behalf of the public.

More recently the Weekapaug Fire District filed a motion to hold the town of Westerly in contempt of a 1997

legal agreement for referring another Weekapaug path, the Sand Trail at the Quonochontaug Barrier Beach, to

CRMC for potential designation as a public right-of-way.
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During a council meeting on Monday, shoreline access advocates asked the town council to use the motion as

an opportunity to reexamine the consent judgment and hire outside counsel to ask a judge to void the

agreement on the grounds that the town hadn’t properly abandoned a town road when it signed the judgment

declaring the Weekapaug Fire District the owner of the Sand Trail.

At the meeting, Westerly Town Solicitor William Conley also found himself under scrutiny from coastal

access advocates after an email exhibit in the fire district’s motion revealed Conley previously acknowledged

in writing to the fire district that he agrees with its counsel’s interpretation of the consent judgment now at the

heart of the case. Conley, who was also criticized for not including the exhibit in materials on the case he gave

to councilors, tried to defend his actions during the open portion of the council’s meeting Monday night but

was told to hold the discussion for executive session. 

Morrone’s decision to resign comes roughly two weeks after he issued a statement at a regular meeting of the

town council saying he regretted his behavior at a meeting July 10 when he went on a “profanity-laced

tirade,” according to other councilors, and challenged another councilor to “step outside” with him. 

One councilor, Joy Cordio, said she also witnessed Morrone throw his briefcase during the outburst that

immediately followed an executive session.

Under the Westerly charter, Morrone’s vacated seat on the council is to be filled by the next top unelected

vote-getter in the last election – in this case Robert Lombardo, a local attorney known for using town council

public comment periods to make provocative and controversial statements.

Alex Nunes can be reached at anunes@thepublicsradio.org

Pg.0327

Oliver Allamby
Text Box
3/3/2026

Oliver Allamby
Received



An advisory opinion issued Tuesday by the Rhode Island Ethics Commission says Westerly Town Council

President Edward Morrone is not prohibited from participating in council discussions and votes related to the

town-designated Fort Road right-of-way that’s being challenged in court by the Watch Hill Fire District. 
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The Rhode Island Ethics Commission said its response is based on information Morrone provided to the

agency. In his written request for an opinion sent April 19, Morrone disclosed that he previously worked as a

consultant for the Watch Hill Fire District between June 2019 and May 2022, earning $30,000 for monitoring

issues concerning the district at the town and state level.

In its advisory opinion, the commission said, under Rhode Island’s Code of Ethics, public officials are

prohibited from participating in matters that can affect them financially, or affect their family members, or

business associates. But the commission said it does not consider public entities, like a quasi-municipal fire

district, to be “business associates.” 

The commission goes on to say it has also permitted officials to participate in issues that could impact a

former business associate or former employer, if the relationship has ended and a future business relationship

isn’t expected. Morrone no longer works as a consultant for the fire district or the Watch Hill Conservancy,

which also hired him to monitor issues related to the vacation home community.

In a phone interview Tuesday, Morrone said the opinion “confirms” what he had already heard from

Westerly’s town solicitor, William Conley, who didn’t object to Morrone participating in discussions on Fort

Road at recent meetings.

But the advisory opinion is unlikely to settle the heated controversy over Morrone’s ties to Watch Hill, and it

does not address other concerns raised at recent town council meetings. 

Shoreline access advocates and some of Morrone’s fellow councilors say he should recuse himself from

discussions on Fort Road, because he is also a property owner in the Watch Hill Fire District, and a previous

Ethics Commission opinion said a Westerly Town Planning Board member who owns property in the

Weekapaug Fire District should not participate in discussions or votes related to a contested right-of-way that

district says it owns and can legally prevent the public from using to access to the Quonochontaug Barrier

Beach. 

In that opinion, issued in 2020, the commission said actions by the planning board member, Richard

Constantine, could affect his property’s value. In that case, having a town-designated right-of-way would open

up a stretch of beach largely blocked off to the public in the summer months. In contrast, Napatree Point is

open to public use, and the fire district does not stop pedestrians from accessing the beach through the path it

denies is a legal public right-of-way.

The opinion issued Tuesday does not address Morrone’s status as a property owner.
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In Morrone’s written request to the Ethics Commission, he does not disclose that he owns a home in the

Watch Hill Fire District or ask about the relevancy of the opinion regarding the town planning board member.

In an interview Tuesday, Morrone said he had disclosed his status as a Watch Hill Fire District property owner

over the phone to an ethics commission attorney. When asked if he had spoken with the commission about the

advisory opinion for Constantine, Morrone said, “I wasn’t interested in the Constantine thing. I was interested

in me.”

Westerly Town Councilor Joy Cordio, who has been the leading voice calling for Morrone to recuse himself

from the Fort Road issue, says the decision by the ethics commission “does not change anything at all.”

“Because my request for recusal was not based on his work and payments received from the fire district,”

Cordio said in a phone interview. “My request for recusal was based on the Constantine ruling and property

ownership. Nothing has changed.”

When issuing an advisory opinion, the Rhode Island Ethics Commission works solely off of information

provided by the public official seeking an opinion and does not investigate the case as it would when a

complaint is filed.

An attorney for the ethics commission did not respond to an email asking if the agency has received any

formal complaints against Morrone, including any pertaining to potential violation of a state revolving door

regulation that says no municipal official may seek or accept employment from a municipal agency within the

municipality they serve for at least one year after leaving office. Morrone began his consulting work for the

Watch Hill Fire District less than a year after ending his previous term as town council president in 2018.

When asked about that regulation Tuesday, Morrone told a reporter to speak with the ethics commission about

the subject.

Morrone’s connections to Watch Hill have come under closer scrutiny in recent months as debate has heated

up over the town-designated Fort Road right-of-way that leads to the popular Napatree Point beach and

conservation area in Watch Hill.

The town council took action recently to request a survey of the area to accurately mark a path going through

a fire district parking area to get to Napatree Point. Then, on May 4, the Watch Hill Fire District, along with

the Watch Hill Conservancy, filed a lawsuit, asking a Rhode Island Superior Court Judge to invalidate the Fort

Road right-of-way that was designated through a town council resolution in 2008, and prevent Westerly from

marking or building a right-of-way.
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The fire district argues there is no evidence in the title history that justifies the 2008 resolution, and the district

says a designated right-of-way is unnecessary because beachgoers regularly access the area without being

stopped by the fire district, which owns much of the land on and around Napatree Point. Shoreline access

advocates fear the fire district could someday restrict or charge for access if there is not a guaranteed public

right-of-way to Napatree Point.

The state of Rhode Island, which also owns property on Napatree Point, along with the town, was named as a

defendant in the fire district’s lawsuit. 

Rhode Island Attorney General Peter Neronha’s office is now an official party in the case and will need to file

a response to the lawsuit by July 7. A spokesperson from the Attorney General’s office would not comment

further on the pending litigation when contacted Tuesday.

The Westerly Town Council went into executive session on Monday night to discuss the lawsuit. Those

deliberations are closed to the public.

Alex Nunes can be reached at anunes@thepublicsradio.org.
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Two Westerly Town Council members and shoreline access advocates are raising questions about recent

financial connections between the council’s president, Edward Morrone, and the Watch Hill Fire District. The

issue surfaced contentiously at a town council meeting Monday night.

Documents released by the Watch Hill Fire District in response to a public records request filed by an out-of-
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state attorney and shoreline access advocate, Anthony Palazzolo, Jr., show the district paid Morrone $30,000

for work done between June 1, 2019, and May 31, 2022, a period that began less than a year after Morrone

left office as town council president and ended roughly six months before he came back on the town council

and was elected president.

Issues related to shoreline access in Watch Hill have come up at several meetings since the new council took

office in November, but Morrone had not acknowledged during those discussions his previous work for the

fire district, which owns about 65 acres of coastal land, including beach and parking areas. The district is also

actively questioning the legitimacy of a popular town-designated right-of-way to the Napatree Point

Conservation Area called Fort Road.

Councilor Joy Cordio said she was unaware of Morrone’s recent financial ties to the fire district prior to last
week, and she called on him to recuse himself from discussions on the contested Fort Road right-of-way at the

council’s meeting Monday night and ask the Rhode Island Ethics Commission for input on how he should

proceed going forward. 

“I would hope that you will seek an advisory opinion,” Cordio said to Morrone. “But until then, I would ask

that you would recuse [yourself] based on the appearance of impropriety.”

Cordio was also concerned about the potential applicability of a 2020 Rhode Island Ethics Commission

opinion that said a Westerly Planning Board member shouldn’t participate in discussions and votes on a

contested right-of-way in the Weekapaug Fire District because of the potential impact those actions could

have on his property’s value. Morrone owns a home in the Watch Hill Fire District.

Councilor Dylan LaPietra said at the meeting he did not object to Morrone listening to speakers talk about

shoreline access in Watch Hill during public comment periods, but he has concerns about Morrone taking part

in a future vote that could have an impact on the fire district.

“Because human nature says when you get some monies for something, you tend to be a little biased,”

LaPietra said. “When it comes time to vote, it’s something that I think I’m gonna bring up again.”

Morrone responded, “I’ll look forward to that.”

The other town councilors present—Kevin Lowther, Mary Scialabba, and William Aiello—did not weigh in

on Cordio’s objection.

An attorney from the town solicitor’s law firm, Dylan Conley, did not object to Morrone remaining in the
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meeting, and Morrone said he did not see a reason to remove himself from discussions.

“I will not make apologies for my stepping to the plate for a place that I love,” Morrone said of Watch Hill. “I

will not make apologies for standing by the issues that concern the Watch Hill Fire District.”

Monday night was not the first time Morrone faced criticism over his actions related to coastal access.

During his last tenure as town council president, Morrone was among a majority of councilors who voted to

ask Rhode Island’s congressional delegation to help deauthorize what was a federally-designated mooring

area in Watch Hill Cove, stripping the cove of federal public access protections. More recently, Morrone has

spoken in agreement with the Watch Hill Fire District, saying a 2008 town resolution designating a public

right-of-way at Fort Road does not mean the path is a settled public access point.

Morrone said in an interview he began doing consulting work for the fire district and Watch Hill Conservancy,

which also contests the legitimacy of the Fort Road right-of-way, after they approached him to help “monitor

issues pertaining to both within the town.”

When asked what monitor issues means, Morrone asked a reporter, “What would you have it mean?”

He said his role included watching zoom meetings of the town planning and zoning boards, as well as work

related to a $250,000 state Department of Environmental Management grant the fire district was awarded to
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improve access to Napatree Point, the area where the district says no credible publicly-designated access path

exists.

Morrone said he did not have any contact with town councilors while consulting for the fire district and

conservancy, and he does not believe his work for the two entities violated state ethics law. 

Morrone’s invoices to the fire district do not indicate the specific work he was doing. A financial disclosure

statement filed with the Rhode Island Ethics Commission shows Morrone worked as a consultant for the

Watch Hill Fire District and Watch Hill Conservancy but says no services were rendered and leaves blank the

area for dates and nature of services. 

At Monday’s meeting, Morrone refused to answer when Palazzolo, the attorney who obtained records of

Morrone’s payments from the fire district, asked Morrone to disclose how much he was paid by the Watch

Hill Conservancy, whose financial documents are not subject to the Rhode Island Access to Public Records

Act. Morrone also criticized Palazzolo for filing an APRA request for potential documents demonstrating

whether Morrone’s family members were paid by the Watch Hill Fire District.

“The fact that you would ask for documentation from my late brother and my late sister–sir, you are

despicable,” Morrone said.

The Fort Road issue came into the spotlight recently after the Watch Hill Yacht Club submitted a dredging

application to the state’s Coastal Resources Management Council that did not mention the nearby Fort Road

right-of-way. Shoreline access advocates pushed the council to submit a written objection over the omission to

CRMC. Council debate on the issue, led by Morrone, eventually evolved into consideration of the merits of

the right-of-way and a vote to have the town manager research maps related to Fort Road.

Councilor Cordio says she now believes Morrone was intentionally trying to delay action that would protect

the town right-of-way in service of the fire district and conservancy.

“He’s actively working to privatize a town right-of-way. It’s that simple. The questions he raised regarding

our 2008 resolution, the stalling that occurred in just sending a letter to CRMC regarding the Watch Hill Yacht

Club dredging project,” she said. “That’s a dereliction of duty.”

Cordio added, “The appearance of impropriety puts a stain on this whole council.”

The fire district and conservancy have denied accusations that the two groups are trying to privatize the Watch

Hill shoreline and point to an easement agreement between the fire district and conservancy that says public
Pg.0335

Oliver Allamby
Text Box
3/3/2026

Oliver Allamby
Received



access to Napatree Point “shall continue…as long as such public accessibility and use is consistent with the

ecological preservation [of the area].”

The fire district says the stances of some council members who support the existence of a right-of-way are

misguided, not based in legal facts, and causing unnecessary division in Westerly.

On Monday, Morrone said anyone who disagrees with his involvement in the council’s discussion of the Fort

Road right-of-way should file an ethics complaint with the Rhode Island Ethics Commission.

“I’ll be happy to give you the address,” he said.

Alex Nunes can be reached at anunes@thepublicsradio.org
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If Watch Hill Cove is anything, it’s highly desirable. Boaters, kayakers, swimmers, fishermen, tourists,

vacation homeowners, and year-round residents of Westerly all want to get to the sheltered inlet at the end of

the Pawcatuck River, right by the open waters of Block Island Sound.

It’s where the Watch Hill Yacht Club has its imposing three-story clubhouse atop an array of pillars and

luxury pleasure vessels and sailboats dot a postcard-worthy view from Napatree Point across the water to
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Watch Hill’s central village.

But this coveted spot now lacks federal regulations meant to protect public access, thanks to the work of

government officials at the local, state, and federal levels that benefited private interests in Watch Hill.

When town officials learned in recent years that federal law required public access to boat moorings in the

cove, they did not use that as an opportunity to expand access to the water. Instead, an investigation by The

Public’s Radio found officials lobbied Rhode Island’s congressional delegation to change federal law and

keep the moorings in use by private hands.

0:00 / 0:00

Watch Hill Cove looks the way it does today because of work done by the federal government decades ago. A

spokesperson for the Army Corps of Engineers said the U.S. government dredged the cove as part of a federal

navigation project in the area in 1948 and 1949. According to an Army Corps information guidebook, the total

work cost the federal government what would amount to more than $2 million in today’s money.

Because federal tax dollars paid for the dredging, Watch Hill Cove was designated a federal anchorage area,

where access is required to be open to all boaters on equal terms. That means access should have been

managed in “the general public interest” and in a way that “made no arbitrary distinction or requirement of

any kind,” according to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers standards.

But what emerged over time was something different. The cove filled up with moorings and boaters claimed

them as their own, effectively blocking other boaters from much of the area. Eventually the Watch Hill Yacht

Club, founded in 1913, and its members came to own most of these moorings.

“There was no authority, it seemed, that was in Watch Hill Cove. And people characterized it as literally a

‘pirate cove,’” said former Westerly Town Council member Jean Gagnier. “They were squatting. The

squatters show up and they don’t have any authority, but they’re there.”

Then in 2018, the Army Corps of Engineers decided to put pressure on the town of Westerly to address the

lack of access to the area that federal law required. Army Corps of Engineers Col. William Conde sent the
Westerly Town Council written notice, saying he’d been made aware that moorings in the cove were being

managed in a way that “limits access on the basis of yacht club membership.”
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“Membership in a specific yacht club should not be a prerequisite for obtaining a mooring in the Federal

anchorage area,” Conde wrote. “The Town must ensure proper use and access to the Federal resource…”

Town officials realized if action wasn’t taken, they ran the risk of the Army Corps removing the moorings in

Watch Hill Cove entirely. At that time in 2018, the town was working to draft an official harbor management

plan that spells out its current and proposed regulations around public shoreline access, water quality, storm

preparedness, and mooring management. In Rhode Island, harbor management plans need to be approved by

the state’s Coastal Resources Management Council. CRMC, though, would not approve Westerly’s plan if its

moorings policies in Watch Hill Cove violated federal law.

Westerly faced a choice: work with the yacht club to force open and equitable public access in the cove, or ask

Congress to remove the federal designation and free the interests in Watch Hill of the protections inherent to a

federal anchorage area. That would also mean the federal government would no longer be responsible for the

upkeep of the area and would not be required to foot the bill for any future dredging projects, for instance.

Kevin Cute, an official with the Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Council, cautioned the town at

the time, saying deauthorization would “essentially accommodate the people in Watch Hill Cove who have

absconded with public property for decades while keeping the public out,” according to minutes from a

September 2018 Westerly Planning Board meeting.

The minutes add, “Mr. Cute said from his perspective this is a high crime.”

Jean Gagnier, one of the town councilors at the time, said he preferred to delay a deauthorization vote until the

town council took up its harbor management plan.

The town could have used the uncertain future of the moorings, he said, as a way to force concessions from

the yacht club on greater public access.

“I always viewed deauthorization to be linked to the harbor management plan, because it gave the council,

and it gave the town, the maximum leverage,” Gagnier said in a recent interview.

Gagnier said on another occasion the council voted to send the congressional delegation its written objection

to a federal railway plan, but he did not remember the town ever lobbying federal lawmakers to change U.S.

law at any other point during his two terms on the town council.
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Less than two weeks after CRMC’s Kevin Cute advised the town’s planning board that deauthorization would

allow private interests to capitalize on public goods, Westerly’s town council voted to send a letter to Rhode

Island’s congressional delegation requesting that lawmakers change federal law to strip Watch Hill Cove of its

federal designation and its associated public protections.

The resolution passed the town council in a 4-to-3 vote, formalizing the town’s intent to seek “the assistance

of the Rhode Island Congressional delegation in getting Congress to enact legislation deauthorizing the

anchorage portion of the Federal Navigation Project at Watch Hill Cove.”

At that meeting, then-Town Council President Edward Morrone, a longtime property owner in Watch Hill,

said the vote was the first step “to get us off the block.”

“All of the intricacies and the mechanics of the operation of the harbor management plan will come forth as

the

project evolves,” Morrone said during the brief debate before the council’s 2018 vote.

In a recent interview, Morrone, who is running again this year to get back on the town council, said

deauthorization was a viable way to help resolve a complex issue and he voted for it based on the input he was

getting from the town of Westerly’s legal counsel and the CRMC, which eventually backed the move.
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“I think we took the best advice we could on a very touchy subject matter, obviously,” he said. “I think that

we were open and forthright with regards to the meetings that were held to listen to the concerns of citizens.”

Then-Westerly town councilor William Aiello said recently that he voted for the deauthorization in 2018

because he thought CRMC’s Kevin Cute supported it and that deauthorization would lead to more parking

options and better public access to Watch Hill Cove. Aiello is also running for town council again this year.

Current Town Council President Sharon Ahern, who voted for the deauthorization as a town councilor in

2019, did not respond to an interview request.

In the end, the Coastal Resources Management Council backed the deauthorization. In an email sent days

before the town council vote and recently obtained by The Public’s Radio, CRMC’s Kevin Cute shared the

draft resolution with staff from the office of U.S. Senator Sheldon Whitehouse and told them “I wish to assure

you that CRMC supports the resolution.”

CRMC would not make Cute available for comment. In an interview, CRMC spokesperson Laura Dwyer said,

“I can only speculate that Kevin, or whoever, is trying to help the process along” so the town can have “an

approved harbor management plan.”

When asked for CRMC’s current position on the deauthorization, Dwyer said only that the agency has not

completed its review of the town’s harbor management plan, which the town submitted in 2019. She said the

agency doesn’t have the resources at this time to properly review and approve Westerly’s plan.

Despite Council President Morrone’s urgency to approve the deauthorization in September 2018, the state’s

congressional delegation did not immediately act on it.

In 2019, a staff member from Rhode Island U.S. Senator Jack Reed’s office contacted the Westerly town

manager and director of development services by email to see if the town approved of language the office

intended to use to deauthorize Watch Hill Cove. The new town council, which had taken office in November

2018, voted unanimously to reaffirm the deauthorization request. Reed and Whitehouse then inserted

deauthorization language into a federal bill focused on waterways, which was later folded into the 2021

appropriations bill, a massive spending and Covid relief bill, and voted into law. When President Trump

signed the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 in December 2020, federal protections vanished.

In a joint statement, senators Reed and Whitehouse said they requested the deauthorization provision be

included in legislation after a formal request from the town of Westerly. They said they “urge an open and
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consultative process with the public, just as every coastal community in Rhode Island must under state and

local laws and procedures.”

The Army Corps of Engineers declined several interview requests. Spokesperson Bryan Purtell said in an

email the Army Corps reviewed the deauthorization request and okayed it because the town wanted more

local control of the cove and deauthorization would relieve the U.S. government of the responsibility of

paying to dredge the cove in the future.

The Watch Hill Yacht Club was an obvious beneficiary of the deauthorization. Today it controls 72 moorings

in Watch Hill Cove.

The town now runs an annual permitting process for moorings. The yacht club pays the town for the permits

to the moorings and rents them to its members. There are a limited number available for transient boaters

passing through the area. And when yacht club members leave for extended periods of time, the club lets

others use those spots on a transient basis.

The yacht club’s commodore and vice-commodore did not respond to multiple interview requests for this

story. The yacht club’s general manager declined to comment.

Roughly 50 boaters using other moorings prior to deauthorization were allowed to keep them. Ten of those

will be phased out over time. The town has established a waitlist for boaters who want permits when the other

40 moorings in Watch Hill Cove become available. The current estimated wait time is three years.

“We have a program in place and it seems to be working,” said Kimberlie Rayner-Russell, Westerly’s assistant

harbormaster, who also served on the Harbor Management Commission that helped draw up the town’s new

moorings policy.

Rayner-Russell said the new system actually opens up the cove for more public access. The moorings

permitted to the yacht club can be used for transient boaters. The waitlist for the other moorings ensures

members of the public have a path to access their own mooring permits, even if there is a years-long wait.

Rayner-Russell said she doesn’t understand why the Watch Hill Yacht Club is being singled out for scrutiny,

because it’s not the only yacht club in Westerly that has moorings. She said it makes sense that yacht club

members and the boaters who kept their moorings in Watch Hill Cove got priority, because they’re the people

who have a need for them and the means to use them.
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Much of the recreational land and parking around Watch Hill Cove is controlled by the Watch Hill Fire

District, a quasi-municipal entity that owns about 65 acres of property, most of it along the shore. The yacht

club rents a parking lot along Watch Hill Cove from the fire district. A security guard is stationed there in the

summer to block vehicles from entering. It’s hard for an average boater to use a mooring in the cove, even if

they have a permit.

When you look at the total picture, Rayner-Russell says, the way the town handled the situation with

moorings in Watch Hill Cove is appropriate and fair.

“When something’s been going on for 50 years, and [the mooring users in Watch Hill Cove have] not done

anything wrong — they’ve gone through the channels that were in place at that time — why do they get

penalized?” Rayner-Russell said. “It doesn’t make sense, and it would have made a lot, a lot of work for a lot,

a lot of people. We just didn’t think that that was going to be in the best interest of our plan.”

Rayner-Russell said, “My point is that it’s not this big group of people that are being disserviced by what was

decided upon.”

Jason Jarvis begs to differ. He’s a commercial fisherman from Westerly.
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On a recent day, he stood in the rain at the state-run Quonochontaug Breachway Boat Launch in Charlestown.

It’s one of the spots Jarvis tows his boat to so he can get out to the ocean to fish.

He’s on the waitlist to get a mooring in Watch Hill Cove, which he said could save him hours every day

because the area is so close to Block Island Sound. But he’s at spot number 23 on the waitlist, and he says he

doesn’t expect a mooring permit until “I’m about 82 years old, if I see it at all.”

He says other fishermen would love a mooring in Watch Hill Cove, but the powers of exclusion in Watch Hill,

enabled by town officials willing to appease them, are

working against him and other boaters.

“We’re an eyesore,” Jarvis said. “You know, you want to eat the fish, but you don’t want to see the

commercial fishermen. You know, not in my backyard.”

Alex Nunes can be reached at anunes@thepublicsradio.org
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A Westerly Town Council member is calling for the council to be reorganized and a new president elected

because of an “unglued, profanity-laced tirade” directed at him immediately after an executive session

meeting on July 10.

Council member Dylan LaPietra said council President Edward Morrone used “extreme profanity” and
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“repeatedly challenged me to go outside and fight him.”

“He told me that, even though he was 74 years old, he would kick my a– outside,” LaPietra said. “He

challenged me to a fight so many times that I had to actually reply to him: ‘No, I don’t want to go outside.’”

LaPietra added, “It was very unprofessional, disconcerting, and shows behavior, I would say, wouldn’t be fit

for his position.”

Morrone did not respond to a request for comment on Friday. Another council member present, William

Aiello, said he could not recall specific words that Morrone used after the executive session, including if

Morrone specifically said fight, but he confirmed Morrone made threats to LaPietra and was acting in a

physically intimidating manner.

“I do know that he called him outside – ‘step outside,’ or ‘let’s go outside,’ or something to that effect,” Aiello

said. “I don’t recall if Ed actually poked Dylan or not. But obviously he got in his face…I just call it the puffy

chest behavior.”

Aiello called Morrone’s behavior “shocking” and “explosive,” and said that he couldn’t believe what he was

witnessing. 

“We’ve all seen each other a little upset now and then, but I’ve never seen the verbal and physical actions to

that degree,” Aiello said, referring to council dynamics.

LaPietra and Aiello would not comment for this story on what led to the outburst, because it followed a closed

door discussion. 

But LaPietra said he didn’t say anything to Morrone “outside my town council duties that would have

warranted a response like that.”

Aiello said LaPietra maintained his composure during Morrone’s outburst and didn’t escalate the situation.

[DISCLOSURE: LaPietra is a tax preparer at Westerly Tax Group and has previously prepared the author’s

income taxes.]

Council members Joy Cordio and Kevin Lowther were also present during the outburst but would not

comment for this story. Councilors Mary Scialabba and Phil Overton were not at the meeting. 
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Under Rhode Island public records law, The Public’s Radio sought copies of non-privileged audio recordings

from the executive session and audio recorded after the executive session ended but was denied on both

requests.

The council had gone into executive session to discuss a personnel matter, and two separate cases under

litigation. One of the agenda items was the lawsuit filed against the town of Westerly and state of Rhode

Island by the Watch Hill Fire District and Watch Hill Conservancy, seeking to invalidate a right-of-way to the

Napatree Point beach and conservation area Westerly designated public in 2008.

The lawsuit, filed in May, has caused division in Westerly and on the town council, and focused new public

scrutiny on Morrone, who owns a home in the Watch Hill Fire District and previously worked as a consultant

for the fire district and conservancy. Public records show he was paid $30,000 by the fire district prior to

returning to the council in 2022.

Shoreline access advocates have called on Morrone to recuse himself from the case, which he has refused to

do, citing guidance from the town solicitor, William Conley. More recently, activists have been pushing for

the council to seek outside counsel in the case because of skepticism about Conley’s history handling rights-

of-way issues in Westerly and questions about his experience. That criticism led Conley to publicly defend his

credentials at a council meeting last month in which he cited his firm’s litigation caseload and a Hall of Fame

honor he received from Rhode Island Lawyers Weekly.

When the town council returned to its open meeting following the closed door session on July 10, Morrone

was no longer present and LaPietra voted not to seal the minutes related to discussions about the Watch Hill

right-of-way case. He was out-voted by the other councilors.

The Westerly Town Council meets again on Monday, and could go into executive session on the fire district

lawsuit, which was put on the agenda as a possible subject for closed door discussions.

Both LaPietra and Aiello said they haven’t spoken with Morrone about the outburst at the July 10 meeting. 

When asked if he thinks councilors should consider reorganizing the council following Morrone’s outburst,

Aiello said, “I think the behavior that was exhibited, the verbal and physical, needs to be addressed. This isn’t

something that we can just ignore. I think it’s something that the council needs to address with whatever

outcome.”

Alex Nunes can be reached at anunes@thepublicsradio.org 

Pg.0347

Oliver Allamby
Text Box
3/3/2026

Oliver Allamby
Received



Pg.0348

Oliver Allamby
Text Box
3/3/2026

Oliver Allamby
Received



The Westerly Town Council is formally requesting that the U.S. government transfer ownership of a roughly

4-acre shoreline property in Watch Hall to the town instead of the Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers

Association.

The decision to seek ownership of the Watch Hill Lighthouse property came in a 5-1 vote during a special

meeting convened Monday night to consider a resolution that would also support giving the lighthouse
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building and other structures on the property to the Lighthouse Keepers and exempting them from town

property taxes. 

A copy of the resolution will now be sent to U.S. Senators Jack Reed and Sheldon Whitehouse, U.S. Rep.

Seth Magaziner, whose district includes Westerly, state lawmakers representing the area, the National Parks

Service, the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management, and the state Coastal Resources

Management Council.

Councilor William Aiello, who authored the resolution, called it “a great opportunity for everyone involved.” 

Councilor Joy Cordio said she supported the move as a way to ensure public access to the property in the

years to come and that passage of the resolution shouldn’t be interpreted as a reflection on the Lighthouse

Keepers.

“This is about the land, and it’s not about the Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers Association,” Cordio said. “I’m

hopeful that we’re going to have a great partnership that will benefit the public.”

Councilors Dylan LaPietra, Mary Scialabba, and Phil Overton joined Aiello and Cordio in passing the

resolution.

Council President Edward Morrone voted against it, saying he was opposed to the process of considering the

decision at a special meeting where public comment isn’t allowed instead of at a regular meeting where the

council could have heard from the Lighthouse Keepers.

“I cannot support a one-sided document,” Morrone said.

Councilors scheduled the special meeting last week because the transfer agreement between the federal

government and Lighthouse Keepers is expected to be finalized soon. 

Monday night’s decision reverses course from Westerly’s position under the previous town council, when the

town formally supported the Lighthouse Keepers’ application to the federal government for ownership of the

property.

Reed announced the impending transfer of the lighthouse property July 9, as part of a group of three approved

lighthouse transfers in Rhode Island. Shoreline access advocates quickly responded by asking the current

town council to intervene, because they feared transfer of the land to private hands could result in the loss of

shoreline access to a peninsula that’s popular with fishermen and sightseers.
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Reed’s office did not immediately respond to a request for comment Monday night.

Before Monday’s meeting, the Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers Association President Ann Snowden Johnson

and Vice President Buck Barber expressed disappointment with the current town council’s direction on the

matter, saying the town was right when it initially passed on the property when it had an opportunity to seek

ownership. 

During a tour of the grounds, which the Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers Association has been managing under

an agreement with the federal government since 1986, Barber pointed out cracked areas in the seawall that

goes around the peninsula and said repairs to reinforce the barrier are expected to cost millions of dollars over

the coming years. 

He and Johnson said their group was prepared to take on the responsibility of making necessary repairs and

pointed out a more than 200 foot section of seawall that was rebuilt after Superstorm Sandy with state grant

funding from the Rhode Island Historic Preservation & Heritage Commission and private financial support.

They estimated the cost of that work at upwards of $750,000. 
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“We’re rebuilding what’s falling apart,” Barber said.

Johnson said, “I can’t stress enough how much this is pure devotion and love.”

Johnson said public access would be maintained at the property under the ownership of the non-profit, as

required by the federal law that guides the transfer of government lighthouses. 

The National Historic Lighthouse Preservation Act says organizations that assume ownership of lighthouse

properties need to make the areas accessible to the general public “at reasonable times and under reasonable

conditions.” Shoreline access advocates argue that language is vague and leaves too much open to chance in

Watch Hill, where the town and state are now being sued over an access point to another shoreline area in a

separate case.

The Lighthouse Keepers shared the “use plan” section of their federal application when asked for

documentation on plans for public access in the future. The plan included current policies, like the hours the

property is currently open to the public, but not specific commitments for public access to the land that

surrounds the lighthouse going forward.

Local fishermen are particularly concerned by the prospect of the transfer to the Lighthouse Keepers because,

they say, a gate to the property blocks them from fishing at night. The land is reachable by foot and only

accessible by vehicle to people who are elderly or have disabilities. 

Current policies posted near the entrance to the property grounds say the area is “only for sightseeing and

casual strolling.”

When asked if that means fishing isn’t allowed on the property, Johnson said people can fish on the public

trust land adjacent to the lighthouse property. 

Johnson would not say whether she was willing to partner with the town going forward, if Westerly wants to

own the land. She said she was operating under the conditions that the Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers

Association was selected to take ownership of the property and is working toward finalizing its agreement.

Alex Nunes can be reached at anunes@thepublicsradio.org
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The town of Westerly has dismissed a criminal case against a beachfront property owner police say repeatedly

spray-painted a shoreline right-of-way sign in Watch Hill.

Last month, police charged David M. Roth, 76, with four counts of vandalism. Police believe Roth was

responsible for vandalizing a sign that needed to be replaced multiple times over the summer because of the

damage to it. 

The sign is at the town-designated Everett Avenue public right-of-way next to Roth’s $10.8 million property.

According to a police report, Roth told police he was upset about the sign’s placement at the access path,

which he doesn’t believe is a legitimate public right-of-way to the beach. Roth is not a newcomer to beach

access disputes and is currently challenging Rhode Island’s new shoreline access law in court.
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Despite the evidence police say they gathered, Westerly’s prosecutor, Robert Craven, said he decided to

dismiss the case after Roth agreed to pay the town $1,010.90 in restitution. 

Craven made the decision under a rule that gives prosecutors discretion to dismiss cases, called Rule 48(a).

Craven said he has dismissed other vandalism cases since being hired as Westerly’s part-time prosecutor in

2022.

In explaining his decision to dismiss the case, Craven mentioned Roth’s age, that he prefers to be lenient when

someone does something “uncharacteristic and foolish” and no one gets hurt, and that Roth “admitted he did

something wrong” by paying restitution.

“If the same fact pattern presented itself tomorrow, I would do the same thing,” Craven said.

Patrol led to arrest

Last week, the Westerly Police Department released Roth’s full police report, revealing accounts of an

evening far from typical in the tony Watch Hill community.

Officer Mitchell Carrier said his encounter with Roth began at about 8:30 while he was on a directed patrol
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near the Everett Avenue right-of-way and saw a “shorter male, wearing a dark, dress style jacket.” Carrier said

the man, later identified as Roth, had his jacket over his head and what appeared to be a white spray-paint can

in his right hand.

“As I continued to approach the subject, I observed him turn around and look at me then quickly walk into the

bushes in an attempt to conceal himself and the white can in his hand,” Carrier wrote in his official report.

When Carrier told Roth to walk towards him, the officer said he saw Roth wearing a medical facemask. Roth

became “extremely nervous,” when Carrier asked him what he was doing, the officer said. Roth was brought

to Carrier’s cruiser, patted down for weapons, “with negative results,” read his Miranda warnings, and taken

to police headquarters, according to the report.

Carrier said Roth told police he had found a spray-paint can in his front yard and went to the right-of-way sign

to see if it had been spray-painted. 

“Roth then stated that he had the jacket over his head because there was a bee in the area and he did not want

to get stung,” Carrier wrote. 

Pg.0357

Oliver Allamby
Text Box
3/3/2026

Oliver Allamby
Received



Police say Roth admitted to spray-painting the sign on a separate occasion but did not admit to vandalizing the

sign multiple times between May and August. Roth expressed that he was upset about the shore access path

and “felt as though it wasn’t a true right of way open to the public,” Carrier said. 

“Roth stated that because of the ongoing issue and people ‘abusing’ the beach and his property, he had taken a

can of paint to cover the sign,” Carrier said.

According to the report, police had set up trail cameras because the right-of-way sign was being repeatedly

vandalized. That led to images of a suspect who matched Roth’s description, the report said.

“The suspect was consistent in each obtained photo, appearing to be a thin, smaller built white male,” a

statement from Sgt. Brian Bruno reads. “In these images the suspect would cover himself up with a jacket

over his head.” 

Roth’s defense attorney, Peter DiBiase, did not return a call seeking comment on the dismissal of the case.

Roth pleaded not guilty earlier this month.
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Roth has ‘strong feelings’ about shoreline access

Last year, Roth and his wife, Linda, filed a lawsuit against the state, challenging Rhode Island’s new shoreline

access law that says people have the right to be on the beach up to 10-feet landward of the seaweed line. 

The couple says the new law is an unconstitutional taking of private property without just compensation and

was enacted in violation of Rhode Island’s separation of powers doctrine. In July, a Superior Court judge

sided with the couple. Lawyers following the case expect the Rhode Island Supreme Court will eventually

issue a decision on the law. 

In 2017, David Roth spoke out against a town proposal to add vehicle drop-off points for beachgoers in Watch

Hill. 

The vandalism episode follows recent action taken by the town that could further solidify public beach access

near Roth’s home. Last year, the Westerly Town Council referred the Everett Avenue right-of-way to the

Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Council for consideration as a state-designated right-of-way to

the shore.

The police report says Roth was aware of the state review and believes the path is private and for property

owners in the “Everett Farms Estate.”

“Roth revealed that he has strong feelings towards the right of way sign,” Sgt. Bruno said in his statement.

“Roth admitted that he did not like people seeing the sign and knowing it was a right of way.”

Roth’s attorney on shoreline access matters, Gerald Petros, did not directly respond to an email seeking

clarification on Roth’s stance on the Everett Avenue right-of-way and whether his client will challenge a state

designation. A spokesperson for Petros said there was no news to share.
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Craven, who is also a state representative from North Kingstown, pushed back on accusations already being

made by some shoreline access advocates that he gave a special break to Roth in dismissing the case. Roth is a

noted philanthropist from West Hartford, Conn, with a background in real estate investing, in addition to

owning a substantial beachfront property in Watch Hill.

“I don’t ask how much money you have in your wallet when I make a decision that a case should be

dismissed,” Craven said in an interview. “I’m looking at him as: What did he do? Is he a threat to society?

And do you allow someone of this nature, or do you extend to someone of this nature, an opportunity to have

a second bite at the apple so that he won’t have a criminal record?”
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You could almost call this a tale of two towns, within the confines of one municipality.

In downtown Westerly and nearby areas, drivers riding in two-way traffic pass between rows of vehicles

parked on both sides of the street. Pedestrians stroll along sidewalks, and trucks make delivery stops in the

middle of the road.

But in upscale shoreline vacation areas, like Watch Hill, parking is widely prohibited and drivers are banned

from pulling over at a beach right-of-way to let passengers out. 

Out-of-town beach-goers have long complained that parking restrictions limit their ability to access the water.

The commission that advises the Westerly Town Council on coastal policy is going a step further. The Harbor

Management Commission is urging that restrictive shoreline parking rules be changed, because the
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prohibitions are “exclusionary” and may have an “unequal impact on people of color, the economically

disadvantaged, disabled people, partially disabled people, [and] elderly people.”

The Harbor Management Commission made that conclusion in a 13-page letter it approved at its meeting on

Monday. The Westerly Town Council will likely discuss the letter at its meeting next week.

In a candid interview with The Public’s Radio, the Harbor Management Commission’s chair, Jason Jarvis,

who is Black, went beyond the conclusions in the letter, saying parking restrictions are consistent with an

attitude of people in shoreline areas who don’t want people of color in their communities.

“It’s just another form of discrimination and bigotry, and it’s really disheartening,” Jarvis said. “From my own

personal experience, as a person of color, I have definitely been involved in conversations related to race, in

my access to go fishing … It’s disparaging, racist remarks that I’ve heard from others while fishing.”

Jarvis said, “You could do a social experiment, if you want, and just grab a busload of kids from the city and

pull into the parking lot in Watch Hill and get out … I don’t imagine that’s gonna go over too well.” 

The advisory letter from the Harbor Management Commission points out that the town’s comprehensive

plan identifies concerns about parking availability in the shoreline fire districts of Watch Hill, Misquamicut,

Shelter Harbor, and Weekapaug. It calls on the town councilors to “promote and enhance non-discriminatory

coastal access for the public writ large by amending its ordinances to permit parking on or near ROWs [rights-

of-way].”

The commission recommends the town begin this process by creating four parking spaces on the south end of

Waters Edge Road, a town-owned road within the Watch Hill Fire District that terminates at Watch Hill Cove. 

Water access at the cove is generally difficult for people who aren’t members of the Watch Hill Yacht Club

or do not hold mooring permits, which are limited. Much of the land adjacent to the cove is owned by the

quasi-municipal Watch Hill Fire District, which operates parking lots along the cove and has filed a lawsuit to

invalidate a town-designated right-of-way at the southern side of Watch Hill Cove. 

The commission’s recommendation for Waters Edge Road is already prompting strong pushback from Watch

Hill. An attorney representing property interests on Waters Edge Road and the adjacent Pawcatuck Avenue

has attended recent Harbor Management Commission meetings where commission members discussed the

proposal. The chair of the Watch Hill Conservancy,  Deborah Lamm, and the head of the Watch Hill Fire

District, Joan Beth Brown, have also been present.
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At a Feb. 7 meeting, the attorney, Thomas McAndrew, accused one commission member of having a conflict

of interest in seeking parking spots “to advance his personal interest” and hinted at the possibility of legal

action over adding parking.

“We don’t want litigation,” McAndrew told commission members at the meeting. 

In an interview Monday, McAndrew said the addition of parking would break an agreement he says he and his

clients had with the town, as evidenced by the state Coastal Resources Management Council approving a

kayak rack at the right-of-way without parking and the previous town manager acknowledging the terms of

the approval in an email.

McAndrew, who said he also met recently with the current town manager to talk about the issue, said the

process for discussing the parking proposal has not been sufficiently collaborative. And he dismissed

suggestions that parking restrictions amount to exclusionary or discriminatory policies. 

“Class-based and race-based?” McAndrew said with a suppressed laugh. “It doesn’t hold water. … I mean,

that’s absurd.” 

“It’s been this way for 100 years. There’s a reason for that,” McAndrew said, arguing that the restrictions on

Waters Edge Road are in place for safety reasons and pointing out that parking is also prohibited along Elm

Street, a residential street of large homes near downtown Westerly. 

“You mean to tell me people are being discriminated against because they can’t park on Elm Street in

Westerly?” McAndrew said. “What’s that all about? So I don’t see that this is exclusionary at all.”

Jarvis, the Harbor Management Commission chair, responded negatively to the suggestion that parking

restrictions are acceptable because they’re longstanding.

“That’s disturbing,” Jarvis said. “Racism has been around – we were brought here in slave ships. And the only

reason the U.S. even exists is because of slave labor. And we continue slave labor right through the 13th

Amendment, just by jailing more minorities than caucasians. But, hey, that’s the way it’s always been, so

that’s okay. Let’s exclude access to the shoreline from poor people and people of color, because that’s the way

it’s always been.” 

In arguing for the additional spots, the Harbor Management Commission cited recent efforts by the CRMC

to address “exclusionary barriers and disparities” with regard to shoreline access in Rhode Island. The CRMC

is currently conducting a shoreline public access needs assessment funded with a $206,300 federal grant that
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includes outreach to the public.

In its letter, the Westerly Harbor Management Commission, or WHMC, also cites a statement made last

year by Rhode Island Attorney General Peter Neronha, indicating his office may get involved in cases

“where entities are making vertical access [to the shore] effectively impossible through parking restrictions.”

The commission’s letter states that “common characteristics of discriminatory exclusionary parking

ordinances may have emerged,” citing alleged double standards for parking rules inland versus at the shore,

and the presence of landscaping trucks or cars parked for private parties near the beach where the public is not

allowed to park. 

In the past, drivers have parked without being ticketed where it’s prohibited on Bluff Avenue to visit the

Watch Hill Chapel and Ocean House hotel. The area is a short walking distance from a public right-of-way to

the Atlantic Ocean.

The commission’s letter references “the modern understanding that exclusionary parking bans are inherently

classist and racist.”

“To be clear,” the letter reads, “the WHMC is not stating that an equal protection violation has occurred or is

occurring, but the HMC is encouraging the Town to seek legal advice on that and related questions.”

Westerly Town Council member Kevin Lowther said he thinks the addition of four parking spaces to Waters

Edge Road is “incredibly reasonable.” Lowther, who is Black, said shoreline access is an equity issue but was

reluctant to characterize it as a racial justice issue.

“I just don’t see that there is a particular racial component to this. It seems to me to be an issue that really

affects people who do not live near or on the shoreline,” Lowther said. “I think lots of people get their hair up

when anybody brings up any issue of race. It’s because we don’t always know people’s intentions. And so I’m

trying to keep my focus on: What do we think is good for the community?”

When asked if systemic racism exists if parking restrictions result in an area being predominantly white,

Lowther said, “I think it is inequitable in a number of different ways that intersect with each other.”

“I understand the temptation to try to make it about a certain type of inequality,” Lowther said. “My point is

that I think it’s less helpful to dwell on a certain type of inequality.”

Lowther said he thinks beach access could be made more equitable by providing public transportation to stops
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at Westerly beach areas, whether it be buses coming from the northern part of the state or trolleys running

from downtown Westerly.  

“Definitely one in Watch Hill, definitely one at the [Misquamicut] state beach, maybe one for Weekapaug,” he

said of possible drop-off spots. “I think a bus option could potentially address equity issues, and it could also

help with our traffic patterns.”
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