


      

  

 

 

An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/V/H 

To:  Coastal Resources Management Council Permitting Staff 
Mr. Rich Lucia 

  Ms. Amy Silva 
 

From: Matthew Page, P.E. – GZA 
  Timothy Smith, P.E. – GZA 
 

Date: February 24, 2026 
 

File No:  03.0033884.02 
 

Re:  A2026-01-003 Repairs to Cliff Walk 
  

On behalf of the City of Newport, GZA has prepared the following response to the letter by the Rhode 
Island Coastal Resources Management Council dated February 2, 2026 (received by the City of Newport 
on Wednesday, February 11, 2026) pertaining to Site Address 185-199 Narragansett Avenue, Newport, 
Plat 36 – Lot 1 (Application A2026-01-003), Repairs to the Cliff Walk.  
 
CRMC has requested that the City of Newport provide clarification on two items: 
 
1. Necessity of the rip rap revetment placement around the bedrock outcrop (approximately station 

3+75 to 4+75) 
 

We acknowledge the CRMC staff concern over the necessity of the placement of rip-rap revetment 
around the bedrock outcrop. We, collectively, will develop a response to justify the necessity of 
placement of revetment within this area. 
 
Our goal is to provide satisfactory justification for the necessity of the rip rap placement between 
approximately station 3+75 to 4+75 to allow for a favorable staff review. 
 
For your reference, and to assist in your project review, attached is a 1976 CRMC Assent illustrating 
the placement of rip-rap revetment within a similar footprint of the Cliff Walk (between Webster 
Street and Narragansett Avenue). Within the approved assent, a substantial amount of rip-rap 
revetment is shown placed around the bedrock outcrop and extending beyond the limits of our 
proposed revetment in this area. 

 
2. Will revisions to the application to address Item 1 be implemented prior to issuance of public notice 

 
The City of Newport requests that the RICRMC proceed to issue Public Notice for the project without 
any revisions to the application. We anticipate that issuance of public notice will proceed while Item 1 
is addressed. 

 
CC: 
 
William Riccio, P.E. 
William Boardman, P.E. 
Teresa Crean 
Turner Scott 
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