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Introduction

Recognizing increasing interest in and
conflicts around shoreline access, the
Rhode Island Coastal Resources
Management Council (CRMC) and Rhode
Island Sea Grant (RISG) partnered to
develop a shoreline access management
plan.




Needs
Assessment

We recognized we needed to do a needs
assessment rather than rely on our own
perceptions of what a Public Shoreline Access
Management Plan needed to include.

We brought in NBNERR and Impact by Design,
and with NOAA funding, our project “Developing
an Equitable and Inclusive Shoreline Access and
Education Plan for Every Rhode Islander:
Achieving Environmental Justice for All” began
the needs assessment process.




Step 1:
Questions

We wanted to understand how people used
the shoreline, where they went and how
often, what they wanted to see at ROWs, and
what barriers prevented them from using

ROWs.




The Questions




Step 2:
Interviews

Impact by Design interviewed members of
different communities/interests (realtor,
environmental advocate, community
organizer, municipal planner, shoreline
access advocate) to ground-truth the
guestions.




Step 3:
Surveys

We developed a community (Q&A) survey
and a map-based (Maptionnaire) survey.
People who received the community survey
could click through to answer the
Maptionnaire questions.




Step 4:
Dissemination

Surveys were disseminated through online
tools Centiment (Rl residents) and Pollfish
(tourists), emails to listservs and organizations,
social media outreach, and in-person data
collection at shoreline rights-of-way in three
municipalities around the state.




his Shoreline Right-Of-Way
has been adopted by:

Results . =
Highlights




SOURCES OF INFO RECOMMENDATION




DETERRENTS TO ACCESS




S1x Suggestions



Are There
Enough?

When asked if there were enough access points
for ROW users to access the shoreline in areas
they like to visit, respondents from:

Washington County were more likely to
Strongly Disagree

Bristol County were more likely to Disagree
Kent County were more likely to feel Neutral
Providence County were more likely to Agree
Newport County were more likely to Strongly
Agree







Forming
Recommendations

The Community Leader Advisory Group will
review needs assessment results, provide
feedback, and share experiences and insights
that will help identify and prioritize policies
and actions that should be included in the
Public Shoreline Access Management Plan.




Future Steps

« CRMC, RISG, and NBNERR will invite staff
of agencies (e.g., DEM), organizations (e.g.,
Save The Bay), and municipalities to help
identify how to incorporate the
recommendations into a plan.

« CRMC will fundraise for:

+ Hiring a municipal liaison to aid cities
and towns in working with CRMC and
addressing municipal-level right-of-way
issues (e.g., parking, maintenance).

« Other implementation activities (e.g,,
communications tools, signange, other
needs identified by Community Leader
Advisory Group)




Resources




Shoreline Access Bill S-0417 Sub A — The Development &
Implementation of the Expanded Shoreline Access Law

2023 --S 0417 SUBSTITUTE A

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2023

AN ACT

RELATING TO WATERS AND NAVIGATION -- COASTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT
COUNCIL

Introduced By: Senators McKenney, Sosnowski, Euer, Pearson, Miller, DiMario, Gallo,
DiPalma, Gu, and Kallman
Date Introduced: February 16, 2023

Referred To: Senate Judiciary



Overview of Presentation

* Review of Shoreline Access Bill S-0147 &
Pertinent Language

* CRMC Programmatic Impacts
* CRMC & Partners education & outreach




18 Private property shall not be taken for public uses, without just compensation./The powers:




"Section 17. The people shall continue to enjoy and freely exercise all the rights of fishery,
and the privileges of the shore, to which they have been heretofore entitled under the charter and
usages of this state, including but not imited to fishing from the shore, the gathering of seaweed,

leaving the shore to swim in the sea and passage along the shore; and they shall be secure n therr

rights to use and enjoyment of the natural resources of the state with due regard for the preservation

of their values; and it is the duty of the general assembly to provide for the conservation of the arr,

land, water, plant, animal, mineral and other natural resources of the state, and to adopt all means

necessary and proper by law to protect the natural environment of the people of the state by

providing adequate resource planning for the control and regulation of the use of the natural

resources of the state and for the preservation, regeneration, and restoration of the natural
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(b) For purposes of this chapter, the "recognizable high tide line" means a line or mark left
upon tidal flats, beaches. or along shore objects that indicates the intersection of the land with the
water's surface level at the maximum height reached by a rising tide. The recognizable high tide

line may be determined by a line of seaweed, oil or scum along shore objects, a more or less

continuous deposit of fine shell or debris on the foreshore or berm. other physical markings or

characterstics, or other suitable means that delineate the general height reached by the water’s

surface level at a rising tide. If there s more than one line of seaweed, oil, scum, fine shell. or

debris, then the recognizable high tide line means the most seaward line. In the absence of residue

seaweed or other evidence, the recognizable high tide line means the wet line on a sandy or rocky

beach. The line encompasses the water's surface level at spring high tides and other high tides that

occur with periodic frequency, but does not nclude the water's surface level at storm surges in

which there is a departure from the normal or predicted reach of the water’s surface level due to

the piling up of water against a coast by strong winds. such as those accompanymg a hurricane or

other intense storms.




(c) Notwithstanding any provision of the general laws to the contrary. the public's rights

and privileges of the shore may be exercised, where shore exists, on wet sand or dry sand or rocky

beach. up to ten feet (10') landward of the recognizable high tide lne: provided. however, that the

public's rights and privileges of the shore shall not be afforded where no passable shore exists, nor

on land above the vegetation line, or on lawns, rocky cliffs, sea walls, or other legally constructed

shoreline mfrastructure. Further, no entitlement s hereby created for the public to use amenities

privately owned by other persons or entities, mcludmg, but not limited to: cabanas, decks, and

beach charrs.




Title 46
Waters and Navigation

Chapter 23
Coastal Resources Management Council

R.I. Gen. Laws § 46-23-7

(3) Conservation officers within the department of environmental
management, council staff, and state and municipal police shall have the
authority to apply to a court of competent jurisdiction for a warrant to enter
on private land to investigate possible violations of this chapter; provided,
that they have reasonable grounds to believe that a violation has been
committed, is being committed, or 1s about to be committed.



Outreach & Education Throughout Rhode Island

Training session for South County RI (Westerly,
South Kingstown, Narragansett and
Charlestown)

9 Aug. 2023

o
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Aquidneck Island (Newport, Middletown,
Portsmouth), currently being scheduled



New QR Codes to be
added to ROW Signs with
Link-Tree

\

@k Below to Learn More Abomh

New Shoreline Access Bill S 0417
Sub A

CRMC Rights-of-Way Throughout
the State

The Coastal Resources

K Management Council /




Thank you!

Coastal Resources Management Council
lfeldman@crmc.ri.gov
(401) 479-7404




