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CRMC launches Coastal Hazard Application 
worksheet and online viewer 
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As part of the arsenal of tools developed through its Rhode Island Shoreline Change (Beach) Spe-

cial Area Management Plan (SAMP), the RI CRMC has launched its coastal hazard application 

worksheet and online viewer, effective July 29, 2019.  

 The worksheet and online viewer provide guidance for property owners to address coastal 

hazards for certain projects in the design and permitting process when applying to the CRMC for 

proposed activities. Chapter 5 of the Beach SAMP gives additional background information for this 

application process, and is designed to educate 

property owners on the risk they inherit when 

building or perform- ing other activities in a 

coastal area.  

 Applicants must follow the step-by-step 

process in the work- sheet by first choosing a 

design life for their project (how long they want 

it to last), using CRMC shoreline change 

maps and projected sea level rise rates. Then 

using the coastal haz- ard mapping tool 

STORMTOOLS, they must evaluate the rate of sea 

level rise their proper- ty will be subjected to over 

the life of their struc- ture, and list any roads or 

access routes that might also be impacted. 

Applicants must also use STORMTOOLS design 

elevation data and identify erosion rates (using tools provided) to determine their property’s vulner-

ability to storm surge and erosion. They must also utilize the CRMC’s Coastal Environmental Risk 

Index (CERI) to view the projected damage to the location in the case of a storm. Lastly, the appli-

cant must use Chapter 7 of the Beach SAMP as a guide to consider mitigation options for the expo-

sure determined through the previous steps, and sign the worksheet.  

 

 The following types of projects must complete the coastal hazard application worksheet, in 

addition to and with the standard CRMC application:  

 

Any of the following new projects, including tear-downs and rebuilds, located on a coastal feature 

of within the 200-foot contiguous area:  

 

 residential buildings; 

 commercial and industrial structures; 

  beach pavilions; 

 private or public roadway; 

 infrastructure projects subject to §§ 1.3.1(F), (H), and (M); and 

subdivisions with six or more lots, any portion of which is within 200 feet of a shoreline feature 

 

Any of the following modifications to existing projects, including tear-downs and rebuilds, located 

on a coastal feature or within CRMC jurisdiction (200 feet of a coastal area):  

 

 expansion of existing commercial structures over tidal waters; 

 expansion greater than 600 square feet to existing residential, commercial, industrial, or beach 

pavilion structures; 

 second story additions greater than 600 square feet to existing residential, commercial, indus-

trial, or beach pavilion structures; and 

modification to existing residential, commercial, industrial, or beach pavilion structures when they 

are located within the CRMC minimum setback (§ 1.1.9.)  

 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. Questions or comments can be sent 
to ldwyer@crmc.ri.gov. 
Want to receive our improved Coastal Features printed newsletter? Email ldwyer@crmc.ri.gov.  
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