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monitoring has showihat
conditions can change rapidly in
tidally restricted marshes

Recently, similar degraded
conditions have been observed In
marshes with no tidal restrictions
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HISTORIC SEA-LEVEL RISE - Newport, RI
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26.9cm +/-2.3cm /100 yr
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Adapted from:

http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/sltrends/

sltrends_station.shtml?stnid=8452660%20Newport,%20RI SURVEY
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Interannual Variation of Monthly Mean Sea Level since 1990

Newport, Rl
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Goals of RISMA:
A Establish baseline
condition

A Monitor changes over &8 . 1}

time of vegetation
communities

A Identify adaptive
management
opportunities

Regionwide assessment of Narragansett Bay
and RI South Shore salt marshes: Summer/Fall 2012
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Data SIO, NOAA, U.S. Navy, NGA, GEBCO
Image ©2012 TerraMetrics
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Belt Transect

A Point intercept (every 10 m)

A S. alterniflora height (every 10 m)
A Zone width of dominant species

A Bearing capacity (in 5 zones)

A Additional data i salinity, mosquito
density, fish presence



Eroding Edge/Vanishing Low Mats
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High marsh on outer edge of
marsh

Short formS. alterniflora
dominates the marsh







